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Chapter I 


Introduction 

Future historians must surely identify the twentieth century, at 
least in North America, as the period marked by the slow, but increasingly 
complete emancipation of women from the second class status which has 
been their lot in virtually all societies known to Anthropology. At the 
turn of the century women were disenfranchised; their rights to property 
were inferior to those of naett as was their freedom of access to gainful 
employment, and their sexual freedom was inferior to that of men, as the 
well known double standard and some of the Kinsey research clearly 
testify. By 1968 there were numbers of indications that this had changed 
significantly in many parts of North America. Some of the influences 
affecting these changes may be outlined briefly. 

The shortage of male manpower, and the industrial expansion which 
accompanied World War I took unprecedented numbers of women in North 
America out of the kitchen and nursery into the "man's world" of re- 
munerative work. And undoubtedly it was the stimulus which this gave to 
the realization of the limitations of their traditional status, and to 
ambitions for a changed future in women which led to the suffragette 
movements which gained the franchise for women in 1918° in Canada, and 


in 1920° in the United States. 

If the Crash, and the Great Depression of the 1930's closed 
factories in alarming proportions in every major centre of the country 
and drove women back into the home it drove men, up to 26" per cent of 
the male work force at the height of the depression, out onto the streets, 
and showed them unable to provide for their families. In this way the 


justification for masculine dominance of the family based on economic 


support was broken as never before, and in fact there were families in 
which wives could obtain employment when men could not, so that it was 
in fact the wife who provided family support. 

World War II was of longer duration and was more desperately 
fought by the Allies than World War I, and accordingly the needs for 
female labor, not only on the farm and in the factory but in the armed 
forces as well were that much greater. The emancipating effect of these 
experiences was comparably great. Across North America as a whole, and 
perhaps particularly in the United States, this effect has been prolonged 
in attenuated form, to the present day. There was a nostalgic demand to 
return to "normalcy" following the termination of the war -- which often 
meant, among other things, returning women to the home -- but this was 
soon terminated by the Cold War, the Berlin Crisis, the Korean War, etc. 
These influences were no doubt weaker in Canada, not only because Canada 
was less involved in these wars, but also because the massive post World 
War II immigration brought to Canadian shores millions of men and women 
who were more conservative in their attitudes toward the traditional roles 
of men and women than most native born Canadians had pecence This 
increment of conservatism was powerfully counteracted, in English Canada 
at any rate, by the very heavy impact of American mass media on this 
country. In terms of telex sion’. magazines! and books, as well as motion 
pictures and popular songs, the exposure of English Canadians to material 
of American origin massively outweights their exposure to material 
originating in Canada. Thus the revolution: in sex roles which has been 
constantly accelerating in the United States since 1948 or 1950, has been 
communicated with virtually undiminished power to Canada, despite the 


fact that the socio-economic conditions in this country are not as urgently 


conducive to this revolution. 

The nature of this mass media impact can be broadly sketched. 

At least two main themes can be discerned. The first emphasized sexual 
emancipation. The second attacks what are seen as the stultifying as- 
pects of the traditional female role. Beyond doubt the earliest develop- 
ment of the former theme was the Kinsey research on sexual behavior.® 

The early Kinsey volumes were followed by a rash of paperback books, 
magazine articles, which presented in popular form many of the findings 
of the Kinsey research, and of other later studies in the same areas.” 
Thus a spotlight was thrown on the extent to which large numbers of 
Americans were violating the sex mores of the society. The result was 
perhaps a sense of growing emancipation from these norms. 

Further support was provided this trend by a liberalization of 
conceptions of acceptable fiction -- Lady Chatterley's Lover was 
followed by Lolita, Candy, and Confessions of a Woman of Pleasure. 
Similarly, motion pictures came to deal more frankly, explicitly, and in 
detail with heavily sexual themes and issues. There was an increasing 
tendency by some to view sexual inhibitions as "hangups" to be outgrown. 
The rather logical outgrowth of this new sexual frankness and honesty is 
what has been called The New Morality, a protest against the sexual 
hypocracies and double standards of our Puritanic heritage, and an 
advocation of egalitarian and emotionally honest sexual freedom. There 
are indications, both in the popular press and in scholarly work, that 
this has been accompanied by a significant increase in young couples 
living together for extended periods if not "semi-permanently" and 
monogamously, without benefit of matrimony. 


The thrust toward increasing sexual frankness and emancipation 


» 


necessarily involved an initial major breakthrough, given the "hush-hush" 
attitude which had characterized the North American approach to sex from 
the earliest days of white settlement of the continent. The criticism 


of the traditional feminine role began much more gradually with marginal 
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books by Margaret eed “Hd Simone PE aut See ON, popular magazine 
articles, and occasional relevant studies by social scientists. The. 
climax of this accumulating literature was undoubtedly Betty Friedan's 
The Feminine Mystique which as of 1968 had sold over one million copies 
in North Riera dae This latter book, although overdrawn perhaps, clearly 
states the criticisms heard most frequently today of the housewife and 
mother role. Friedan charges unequivocally that it is a trivial, empty, 
mindless role which is foisted off on contemporary women in North American 
society, which contrasts so profoundly with their premarried life that 
increasing proportions are driven to new and varied psychosomatic com- 
plaints (heart attacks, ulcers) to child beating (the battered baby 
syndrome) and to escapist sexual encounters. She collects an interesting, 
and indeed an impressive amount of evidence in support of these contentions. 
The solution to these problems for which she argues with persuasive 
vehemence, is for the wife to be granted the same role opportunities as 
the husband, with especial reference to employment outside the home. She 
advocates, in effect, a new deal, a new division of responsibilities of 
husband and wife both inside and outside the home. And again there are 
many signs that a reallocation of role responsibilities is occurring in 
some families in North America at this time. 

There have been a number of recent studies which have sought to 
identify and to detail the kinds of changes in sex mores, and in the 


allocation of role responsibilities between married couples in the United 


oie ee However such research has been rarely done in Canada and the 
few studies which do exist are of severely limited scope. Accordingly 
at a time of National inquiry into the status of women in Canada it 
seemed appropriate to design a research to study such changes in orien- 
tation to courtship of Canadian young people as may have resulted from 
the ''sexual revolution" and "the new morality". Similarly it is timely 
and relevant to determine whether changes are taking place in the division 
of responsibilities between husbands and wives in Canada, since the oppor- 
tunities which Canadian women have to play a part in public life depends 
on their being relieved of at least some of their traditional duties. 
These were the broad questions which the research here reported was 
designed to answer. 

More specifically the research was designed to answer these 
questions. In regard to changes in courtship practices we wanted to 
know: Is there a "new morality'' such that some practices generally felt 
to be "wrong'' one or two decades ago are now increasingly felt to be 
"right", and vice versa? Does the behavior of young people today reflect 
a changed moral code? What kinds of influences make for a more liberal 
or conservative approach to sexual expression; what is the influence of 
parents, peers, the church, physical mobility, the urban environment, 


education, social class, the mass media, of " 


opportunity" in the sense of 
unchaperoned living arrangements, of age of social class, and the romantic 
cule? 

In regard to changes in orientations to marriage we wanted to know 
whether there is evidence of a shift away from a more traditional and 


toward a more egalitarian definition of the responsibilities of husbands 


and wives, and if so, whether this is more pronounced in some areas of 


married life -- child rearing, earning of livelihood, spending of income, 
etc. -- or not. And again we wanted to know what kinds of influences 

make for a more traditional or more egalitarian conception of marital 

role responsibilities? What is the influence of coming from a family in 
which the mother was gainfully employed, of having sisters, or sisters- 
in-law, and female peers who worked after marriage? What is the influence 
of urban vs. rural background, of education, social class, generation of 
Canadian residence, religious commitment, etc., on this variable. 

In sum this study has sought to discover how some samples of young 
Canadians relate to each other during courtship, and how they anticipate 
dividing some of the privileges and responsibilities of family life 
between the husband and the wife following marriage. It has sought 
further to discover the strength of varied influences that may be helping 
to shape the orientations of young Canadians in these areas today. 

In this introductory chapter a word about the samples of people 
who cooperated in supplying the questionnaire data used in this study is 
in order. Sociological and social psychological research is notorious 
for its frequency of use of school and especially university samples for 
research testing purposes, and it must be confessed that this is true of 
the present study. However it may perhaps be argued that the use of 
student subjects is entirely justifiable in the present case. It is our 
feeling that radical changes are taking place in the orientations of 
people to courtship and marriage in North America right mows? and that 
some of the most potent influences responsible were of negligible con- 
sequence as recently as five or ten years ago. We have in mind par- 
ticularly the birth control pill, the new frankness and realism in the 


treatment of sex in the mass media, especially novels and motion pictures, 
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and "the new morality". One would expect that these influences would 
have had more impact on those who were teenagers during the last five or 
ten years, who were shaping their orientations to courtship and marriage 
during this time, than on older people whose thinking was shaped "before 
the pill.'' Hence the choice of respondents who are yet in school seems 
justified. 

Moreover, in this study we are interested in "the shape of the 
future." If "the pill" and related influences are helping to shape a 
"new morality", if limitation and planning and postponement of offspring 
-- to fit in with the educational, vacation, career, etc. plans of 
families -- is becoming more generally practiced as seems true, then it 
seems more important to study the subjects who represent the wave of the 
future. 

Finally, there is reason to believe that the conceptions morality, 
which are relevant to both the interactions and intimacies of courtship 
and to the rights and responsibilities of husbands and wives -- to each 
other and to their children -- are changing. In regard to birth control 
practices, relevant to both courtship and marriage, most of the "liberal 
Protestant" churches like the United Church of Canada and the Anglican 
church have publicly announced not only their acceptance, but indeed their 
advocacy of birth control practices in certain circumstances. And even 
the Roman Catholic Church, which has been adamant in its opposition to 
artificial birth control, is in the midst of painfully reassessing its 
position and it appears to be virtually certain that it will abandon this 
position in the not too distant future. Similarly in regard to the family, 
the message of the church has often been "women, be obedient unto your 


husbands", the woman's place is in the home, and it has been opposed to 
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divorce which would have provided an escape to women suffering from the 
sermons and the public pronouncements of "liberal" churches today. Thus 
areas of right and relationship which were morally defined in the recent 
past have become increasingly ill-defined; or undefined. 

Perhaps this degree of non-definition or openness will persist 
indefinitely, but this seems doubtful. It is very much more likely that 
new definitions of expected and unexpected, acceptable and unacceptable, 
right and wrong will arise, thus saving people from having to decide 
many of these issues for themselves, and from frequent confrontation with 
the unexpected in the lives and relationships of new acquaintances. 
Generally speaking, we would expect the source of these new definitions 
to be the upper middle class. This is the segment of society which 
defines morality, and which defends the moralities which it has defined. 
The definition process is disproportionately in the hands of the 
advising professionals -- doctors, lawyers, ministers -- together with 
others who also have an economic stake in the status quo which would be 
jeopardized by radical changes in moral conception -- managers in pro- 
duction and merchandizing. It is of course the university degree which 
provides the ticket of admission generally to this middle class. Accor- 
dingly one of the types of student samples we studied consisted of 
university students. 

However the lower middle class has its own distinctive role in 
the definition of conventional morality. This is composed, occupationally 
speaking, of lower white collar employees, skilled manual workers, and 
some would say, public school teachers, especially those with normal 
school training. Commonly these people tend to come from working class 
backgrounds, Their "trade mark" very often is a semi-compulsive 


idénitification with conventional morality and with the importance of 


"maintaining appearances". These concerns often differentiate impulse 
gratifying, problem acknowledging working class, from the middle class 
which is more anxious and more able to hide "unseemly behavior". Since 
the lower middle class is on the margins between the working and the 
middle classes, its members seek to assert and to defend their identity 
with the latter by maximizing their moral dissimilarity with the former 
class. 

These considerations suggested the desirability of including 
some lower working class oriented subjects in our samples. Accordingly 
arrangements were made for obtaining samples of technical school students, 
including those preparing for both white collar and skilled manual 


occupations. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE REPORT 

In this introductory chapter we have described the purpose of 
the study here reported, and discussed briefly Bee the considerations 
which led to its conception and some of its eae to significance in 
Canada at this time. The remainder of the report is organized as follows. 

In Chapter II is found a brief review of the theoretical and 
empirical literature relevant to (1) changing courtship practices, (2) 
attitudes toward and experience of trial marriage relationships, and 
(3) changes in marital role definition -- or negotiation -- in Canada; 

Chapter III describes the methodology of the study: the question- 
naire construction and pretesting, the sampling procedures and charac- 
teristics, the limitations of the samples obtained, the mode of question- 
naire administration, and the procedures used in analysis of the data. 

The findings of the study are found in Chapters IV through VII. 


In Chapter IV is found a description of the attitudes and behavior of 


10 


sample members as these relate to courtship interaction for the English 
sample, and analysis of the background characteristics of subjects which 
are predictive of these attitudes and behaviors. The same information 
for the French sample is found in Chapter V. In Chapter VI is found a 
description of the attitudes and acquaintance of respondents with trial 
marriage, and an analysis of factors which are predictive of these. And 
Chapter VII contains a description of the marriage role expectations of 
sample members and an analysis of those characteristics of the student 
subjects which best predict their expectations. 
The final chapter includes a brief summary of this study, the 

conclusions which have emerged, and some discussion of the implications 


which they have for the changing family in Canadian society. 


Footnotes - Chapter I 


1. This is shown by certain provincial and federal laws in force prior 

to 1900, see, British Columbia, e.g. (Married Women's Property Act, 
RO lb pCa lOooy, EA NEWEG, wAGrOU 2 DowemsAct yeR OV Cut, ol 89 U4 600i cis, 

C..63 so Alber tag ease 1CPropenty, and Civil Richts Act.0rd., 18847 47 Vite, 
no. 26; Married Woman's Real: Estate Act,,.Ord., 1886,;.49 Vic.,: no. 6; 
Personal Property of Married. Women,).R.S/0./,, 1889, 52 Vic.,;) no. 16, 1898, 
c.47); Ontario, e.g. (An Act Respecting Certain Separate Rights of 
Propoenty, of Marnied Women ,1C.S.U.C a, 9lS859 2722 Nicws ca/33. Ontario 
Statutes Annotations, R.S.0O., 1960 (Toronto: Canada Law Bank Co., 1961) 
pe 3/oyeCcriine Marrrved Wouen Ss Real estate Act," -C.S.U.Ce, L859, coo 
Propoerty Actos Marmied,Women, Rus. Ow, 11887150 View orc 71324 DowersAct, 
c.133, Married Woman's Real Estate Act, c.134); New Brunswick, e.g. 
(Married Woman's Property Act, S.N.B., 1896, 58 Vic., c.24); Newfoundland, 
e.g. (Married Woman's Property Act, R.S.N., 1883); Nova Scotia, e.g. 
@isrried Woman shPreperty Act 2 0l898 5152 Vie) 0:.j22,) DowemAck, <cs23)s3 
Prince Edward Island, e.g. (Married Woman's Property Act, 1896, Journ. 
P.E.I.). This may also be inferred from amendments to the above laws, 

and passage of later statutes pertaining to the property rights of women. 
For the statutes passed after 1900, see, British Columbia, e.g. (Married 
Woman's Property Act, S.B.C., 1915, 5 Geo.V, c.41, as amended; Mother's 
Pension Act, S.B.C., 1920, 10-11 Geo.V, c.61); Alberta, e.g. (Henrietta 
Muir Edwards, ed., Legal Status of Women of Alberta: As shown by Extracts 
from Dominion and Provincial Laws (2d ed.; Edmonton: Issued by Attorney 
General 1921)\.eip2O Gitdine. “Dower Act!l., StAg; L9L7,. pc i28,i citing 
Personal, Property Act. CoO ,o9lle. ¢ i4/,,.:6ec i noe 20: sof 11890 Real 
Estate sACt hiwGwAsl LOO. OG, Wnarcecl0 +s! Intestate: Succession Act} iSvAiw, 
1920... isec.3.(a)i(eyier C2L9et ScAlewel 9061p. OL, citing? "Married: Womans Relief 
Act! Soa, 521.1951 910. asvamended sip 17:24, ci ting M'Dominiom Lands: Act!*; 
S.C., 1908, c.20; An Act Respecting the Transfer and Descent of Land, 
L9GG. SAL ClO e102 7) Sc. 10) Saskatchewan, eé.9.. (uarrieds Woman.s 
Property Act, 1907, S.S., 7 Ed.III, c.18); Manitoba, e.g. (Married Woman's 
PropertyAct, 1913, SyGeo.Vs cc. I23-9Mevolution of Estates Act, ¢.48); 
Ontario, e.g. (Property Rights of Married Women, R.S.0., 1914, 9 Ed.VII, 
e.149),4as .amendeds, Dower Act,» 1914.4.S10.4-'9 Ed. Vil. ci39)ur. Quebec, e.g. 
(Property, Rieshts, of Married: Women,|C.C.Q.S., 1931, art.986,. 1954; art.986, 
as amended; Women's Property Rights, Q.S., 1909, 9 Ed.VII, c.30; Woman's 
Contract Rights, CiC.Q.S.4' 4\ Ed. VIL;, art,1301,, as: amended) ;:\New Brunswick, 
e.g’) (Act: Respecting? Dower, .C /SiN. Bigot 903 50 63. Vic 4..ck77).0 Newfoundland, 
e.g. (Property Rights of Married Women Act, R.S.N., 1952, c.143, as 
amended); Prince Edward Island, e.g. (Married Woman's Property Act, 1903, 
oF Ede Lin ci): 


2. Elections Act, $.C., 1918, 8-9 Geo.V, c.20. This Act amended sec. 
62:(p) moti the, Wantimer Election, Act.sS,. C219 17,. 7-8, Geo. Vsiie.395 which 


limited the franchise to women having close relatives in the armed forces. 


3. U.S. const. amend.XIX, sec.177 (1920). August 26, 1920 May 24, 1918. 
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4, Canada, Department of Trade and Commerce, The Canada Yearbook, 1940 
(Ottawa: King's Printer, 1940), subsections 1, 2, and 4, pp. 750, 751, 
and 759; see also Canada, Department of Labour, The Labour Gazette, 
1934 (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1934) XXXIV, 49-65. 


5. Immigration figures cited in (Canada, Department of Manpower and 
Immigration, Immigration Statistics: Canadian Immigration Division, 1967 
(Ottawa: King's Printer, 1967) p. 4, show that during the years 1951 to 
1960, 1,521,679 people entered Canada. This represented 10.8% of the 
total population in 1951. The years of peak immigration were 1957 and 
1953, when 282,164 and 168,868 people entered respectively. (1967 when 
222,876 people entered; 1966 when 194,743 entered). 


6. The most recent figures reported by the Committee on Broadcasting, 
Report of the Committee on Broadcasting, Robert M. Fowler, chairman 
(Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1965), pp.32-36, show that in a study of 
television programs shown from 6:00 PM to Midnight in four typical 
Canadian cities during March, 1964, 51% to 78% of all programs available 
to viewers were of American origin. The proportion of American programs 
broadcast by Canadian stations is limited to the Canadian Broadcasting 
Rete (S.C. 1950.07 Eliz lio ec, 22) ruling, that fifty-five per centdot 
daily television program content must be Canadian produced. However, on 
the average, fifty-four per cent of Canadian homes can receive American 
television programs directly from U.S. stations. 


7. The most recent information available here is found in the Report of 
the Royal Commission on Publications to the Governor General in Council, 
Mi. Grattans O'Leary, chairman, (Ottawa: .Queen's Printer, 1961) ,)p.36, 

which used borrowed figures reported in the A.B.C. Publisher's Statements, 
Audit Bureau of Circulation News Bulletin, June 30, 1960, to estimate that 
75% of the consumer magazines sold in Canada in-the month of June, 1960 
were of American origin. 


8. Kinsey, Alfred Charles, et.al. Sexual Behavior in the Human Male 
Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Co., 1948. 
Kinsey, Alfred Charles, et.al. Sexual Behavior in the Human Female by 


the Staff of the Institute for Sex Research, Indiana University. 
Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Co., 1953. 


9. Following the Kinsey studies, two waves of popular and scientific 
publications appeared dealing with topics on sex. Magazines and books 
printed in 1948 and the years following included (Deutsch, Albert. Sex 


Habits of American Men: A Symposium on the Kinsey Report. Englewood 
Cliffs NyJf2 “Prentice-Hall iinc., 1948; Ernst, Morris L., and, Loth, 


David G. American Sexual Behavior and the Kinsey Report. New York: C. 
Greystone Corp., 1948; Bertocci, Peter A. Human Venture in Sex, Love, 
and Marriage. New York: Assn. Press, 1950; Ellis, A. Folklore of Sex. 
Néw  Vork=)-4C, Boni, 1951: English, 0.S25 and Foster, C.J. “What «Parents 
Can Learn From the Kinsey Report", Parents Magazine, October, 1948, 

pp. 26-7; Ives R. "Great Topic: Question of General Distribution of 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Male", Good Housekeeping, July, 1948, pp. 
8-9; Farnham, M. "More Love, Less Sex", Coronet, July, 1950, pp.62-6; 
Menasce, de J.C, "Sexual Morals and Sexualized Morality", Commonweal, 
November, 1950, pp. 167-9). Articles stimulated by the publication of 


is 


Kinsey's Female Study were (Doniger, Simon. Sex and Religion Today. 

New York: Assn. Press, 1954; Fitch, Robert E. Decline and Fall of Sex: 
with some curious digressions on the subject of true love. New York: 
Harcourt Brace; G World, inc. , 19575" Reiss. kra”°L. Premarital Sexual 
Standards in America: A Sociological Investigation of the Relative Social 


and Cultural Integration of the American Sexual Standards. New York: 
Free Press of Glencoe, 1957; Brown, Helen G. Sex and the Single Girl. 


New York: Geis, Bernard, Assocs., 1962; '"'Babes in Kinseyland", Time, 
February, 1954, p.57; "Birds, Bees, and Kinsey", Newsweek, February, 
1954, pp.55-6; Deutsch, A. "Sexual Behavior of Women'', Womens Home 
Magazine, September, 1953, pp. 30-1+; “Why Marriages Fail: Sex is for 
Growntups', McCalis, July, [954 pp.35+). 


10. Mead, Margaret. Male and Female: a study of the sexes in a changing 
World. New York: New American Library, 1955. 


11. Information on cover of Dell paperback edition of Betty Friedan, 
The Feminine Mystique. New York:. Dell Publishing Co., 1967. 


12. Some of this literature will be reviewed in Chapter II. 


13. The widespread awareness in the general population of such a movement 
toward changing pre-marital mores is indicated by the amount of popular 
and pulp magazine articles which have been published, e.g. (''The Cynical 
Idealists of '68: Pinned and Engaged", Time (Canadian Edition), June, 
1968, pp.56-60; "This New Marriage is No Marriage'', Weekend Magazine, 

May, 1968, pp.2-4; "Youth in Revolt: Sex is Entertainment in the Fun 
Society", Star Weekly Magazine, 1967, p.26; Racettée, J. "'Ganadian 

Une Probation Preparatoire@ Au Mariage", Relations, 1967, pp. 106-7; 
McWherter, William A., Vaughan, R., and Rosenfeld, A. "The Arrangement 

at College", Life, May, 1968, pp.56-58+; Dunbar, Ernest. "Campus Mood, 
Spring '68", Look, April, 1968, pp.23+; Grant, Annette. "No Rings Attached", 
Mademoiselle, April, 1968, pp.208-9+; Wynn, Dan. "The Extension Courses 

- Roommates: At Harvard, Cornell, Michigan and Berkeley", Esquire, 
October. 1967, pp.94-/; “Walsh, J.L. "sex on Canipus:; “A New Ethic but’ Not 
Sex for Kicks'', Commonweal, February, 1967, pp.590-1+; Woodring, P. 

"View From the Campus", Saturday Review, January, 1968, pp.62-3; Brill, 
E.H. "Is Marriage Still Sacred? What Does Love Mean?" Redbook, February, 
1967, pp.68-9; Smigel, E.0., Seidon, R. “Decline and Fall of the Double 


Standard", Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 
March, 1968, pp.6-17). 
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Chapter II 


Review of Recent English Literature 
on Courtship and Marriage in North America 
In this chapter we shall present a concise review of the findings 

from published research reports which are relevant to the present study. 
We shall take up in turn the available material on (1) courtship, with 
special reference to premarital sexual experience, (2) trial marriage, 
and (3) conceptions of the roles appropriate to husbands and wives. In 
each case we shall review the material which was available to us in 


English research publications, 


I. Premarital Sexual Experience 

In this section we shall consider in turn the literature on 
courtship which deals with (1) attitudes toward various forms of pre- 
marital sexual experience, (2) incidence of experience of premarital 
sexual intimacies, and (3) various related considerations, including re- 
actions to premarital experiences, involvement of alcohol, use of contra- 
ceptives, etc. In each case we shall first present information on the 
incidence of the attitude or behavior, and then information on the factors 
(personal and social characteristics, etc.) associated with the attitude 
or behavior. 

A. Attitudes toward Premarital Sexual Experience 

The most comprehensive work in this field, to date, is Reiss' 
study of The Social Context of Premarital Sexual Experience, and the only 
study of Canadian subjects is Mann's Canadian Trends in Premarital 
Behavior. A recent international study has been rascened by Packard in 


The Sexual Wilderness. Since Reiss’ and Packard's works contain adequate 
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reviews of previous studies which have dealt with attitudes toward pre- 
marital sexual experience, no such general review will be presented here. 
The findings of Reiss', Packard's and Mann's researches will be 
summarized briefly in turn. 

Reiss' study, published in 1967, presents data gathered between 
1959 and 1963 on attitudes toward various types of premarital sexual 
permissiveness, from two high school, and four college student bodies, 
and from an American nation wide probability - type sample of 1515 adults 
aged twenty one years and over. Reiss' sample included both negro and 
white student and adult sample members. Where possible we will report 
only his findings for white subjects, to increase the comparability of 
his sample with that used in the present study. The major instrument 
Reiss used was a Gutman scale to measure premarital sexual permissiveness 
which was used in the present study as well. 

The gross findings regarding incidence of types of permissiveness 
attitudes for white student and adult sample members are found in Table I. 
The data show that premarital intercourse with at least certain categories 
of partners for males is acceptable to 69 per cent of male students, and 
to 42 per cent of female students. Premarital intercourse with at least 
certain categories of partners for females is acceptable to 64 per cent 
of male students, and to 32 per cent of female students. Among the adult 
sample members intercourse with at least certain partners is acceptable 
for-men to 31 per cent of men and 11 per cent of women, and it is accep- 
table for women to 26 per cent of men and 9 per cent of women respondents. 

After making a very detailed analysis of the relationships between 
the permissiveness of subjects and their personal and social characteristics, 


Reiss develops seven propositions which "basically subsume almost all the 
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empirical generalizations reported in this study." Each of these will 

be quoted and elaborated upon briefly. 

Ey "The lower the traditional level of sexual permissiveness in a group 
(as for example, among women, or religiously devout subjects) the greater 
the likelihood that social forces will alter individual levels of sexual 
permissiveness . . . Traditionally high permissive groups such as Negro 
males were the least sensitive to social forces such as church attendance, 
love affairs, and romantic love; traditionally low permissive groups such 
as white females showed the greatest sensitivity to these social forces," 
on "The stronger the amount of general liberality in a group, the 
greater the likelihood that social forces will maintain high levels of 
sexual permissiveness. .. . the student sample (which was more generally 
liberal) showed more effect of general liberalism on premarital sexual 
permissiveness. Similarly the more generally liberal upper classes 

showed more effect of liberalism on premarital sexual permissive levels, 
and they were a more sexually permissive group. In fact, all the liberal 
social classes (where liberalism was indexed as one or more of the 
following: being divorced, having no religious, or a Jewish affiliation, 
living in a city of 100,000 or larger, living in the New England or 

Middle Atlantic Region, low church attendance, low on romantic-love 
beliefs, in love twice or more, aged 21 to 35, believing that sex is not 
dirty or nasty, etc.) were more permissive than the comparable conservative 
social classes. It has been generalized from this that a high degree of 
general liberalism (political, religious and economic) not only creates 

an atmosphere where an individual will find sharp differences regarding 
sexual permissiveness among liberals and conservatives, but that it also 


creates a general receptivity to social attitudes and structures that 


« 


18 


3 4 . ROL 3 
maintain high levels of sexual permissiveness." 


ah "To the extent that individual ties to the marital and family 
institutions differ, individuals will tend to display a different type 

of sensitivity of permissiveness to social forces. .. .Basically, this 
proposition was supported by the checks (which) . . . showed fundamental 
male-female differences in line with courtship-role differences. The 
relation of romantic love to permissiveness was significant mostly for 
females. The age of the individual at his first date was significant 
mostly for males; regular dating, steady dating and falling in love were 
characteristics that were related differently with permissiveness for 
males and Females 

4. "The higher the overall level of permissiveness in a group, the greater 
the extent of - equalitarianism within the abstinence and double-standard 
classifications. The data . .. indicate that if a high church attending 
group (low permissives) is compared with a low church attending group 
(high permissives) on the basis of per cent of those double-standard 
adherents who are orthodox double standard. .. .These findings would 
make one believe that increases in permissiveness will promote 

Squaiieaei anions 

De "Differences in the potential for permissiveness in one's basic set 
of parentally derived values is a key determinant of the number, rate, 
and direction of changes in one's premarital sexual standards and be- 
havior. The distinguishing feature of low and high permissive individuals 
is not where they start sexually, for the findings indicated that for 
white college-educated females the starting point is almost always only 
the acceptance of kissing. Rather the distinction is what the individual 


is willing to do behaviorally, for almost all sexual behavior is even- 
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tually repeated and comes to be accepted. It is assumed that an 
individual's basic values encourage or discourage participating in sexual 
behavior, and that differences in these basic values are the key dis- 
tinctions between high and low permissives. The females who move upward 
in permissiveness most quickly are least likely to express guilt about 
kissing and petting behavior. .. .The close similarity of perceived 
parental sex standards to the individual's own sex standards holds for 
both low and high-permissive groups. This leads to the conclusion that 
high permissive children are the offspring of high permissive parents 
who instill, consciously or not, basic values conducive to high per- 
nissiveness.e 
6x "There is a general tendency for the individual to perceive his 
parents' permissiveness as a low point on a permissive continuum and his 
peers' permissiveness as a high point, and to place himself closer to his 
peers, particularly to those he regards as his close friends. J) anu. che 
findings indicated that those who perceive themselves as similar to their 
parents in their sexual standards are lower on permissiveness than those 
who do not. Those higher on permissiveness in a particular group report 
that they are different from their parents, thus indicating that generally 
parents are perceived of as being relatively low on permissiveness, .. . 
The additional finding that a higher per cent of young people feel more 


similar to peers and to close friends than to parents supports the view 


that the tendency is toward the perceived viewpoint of one's contemporaries.!' 


re "The greater the responsibility for other family members, and/or the 
less the courtship participation, the greater the likelihood that the 
individual will be low on permissiveness. It was found that older siblings 


are lower on permissiveness than younger siblings, and that the only child 
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is highest on permissiveness. Older siblings have the greatest respon- 
sibility for other siblings; the only child has no such responsibility. 

» « « In a related manner, as the individual is involved as a participant 
in the courtship process he is increasingly freed from parental domination; 
thus he has less responsibility for others and his permissiveness tends 

to increase." 

Reiss sums up the import of these propositions in a general theory 
which suggests that "sexual permissiveness is learned in a social setting 
in much the same formal and informal ways that other attitudes are learned. 
Accordingly, it would follow that just as religious, political, and 
economic attitudes vary by social groupings, so do sexual attitudes. 
Further the extent to which the attitude was endorsed in a particular 
group would relate to other competing social and cultural factors." 
Elaborating this theory he writes. 

The young person gains his basic set of values from his parents, his 
friends, and from the basic type of social groupings he is exposed to as 
he matures. As dating begins he comes increasingly under the influence 

of the more permissive peer values that dominate the courtship area. How 
quickly he responds to these permissive pressures depends on their strength 
as well as the type of basic values brought to the situation from his 
parental upbringing. These values in turn reflect his position in his 

own family, his race, sex, social class, city size, region, religious 
attitudes, level of general liberalism, and the traditional level of 

sexual permissiveness, among other factors. The biological sex drive 

acts to promote sexuality during this period. For the majority of 
individuals the courtship period witnesses an increase in permissiveness 
and equalitarianism, and a breakthrough of the adult-induced guilt 
feelings. Following marriage the individual comes more under the 

influence of the adult-run family institution and its ro ely low 
premarital permissiveness values. 

He concludes that there are two basic institutions that are of key 
-importance for the development of premarital sexual attitudes and behavior, 
courtship and the family. In seeking to evaluate the relative signi- 


ficance of each he suggests that ''the degree of acceptable premarital 


sexual permissiveness in a courtship group varies directly with the degree 
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of autonomy of the courtship group and with the degree of acceptable 
premarital sexual permissiveness in the social and cultural setting out- 
side the group." 

The Packard Research. In 1966 Vance Packard sought to obtain 
information on sexual attitudes and behavior from a cross section of 
university students in the United States, England, Norway, Germany, and 
Canada, as follows. One hundred questionnaire schedules were distributed 
to male and female students at 21 colleges across the United States, and 
300 questionnaires were distributed to male and female students at a 
single major university in each of the other countries. Respondents 
were selected in each case by student cooperators whose (vague) instruc- 
tions emphasized only avoiding the most obvious biases in making their 
selections. !4 The proportions of those refusing to even inspect the 
questionnaire ranged from 0 to 25 per cent with an overall average of 9 
per cent for the various samples. The return rates for the various 
national samples were U.S. 67 per cent, Canadian 60 per cent, Norwegian 
51 per cent, German 62 per cent, England 82 per cent. The return rates 
for the 21 American universities and colleges ranged from 37 per cent to 
84 per penta e It is clear from this information that this was a self 
selected convenience sample. A total of 1393 returns from unmarried 
American university students and 809 returns from unmarried university 
students in other countries were obtained in this way. 

In Table II is found a tabulation of the male and female responses 
from the various nationality samples to the attitude items which Packard 
used in his research. The data show, in general, that the English and 
the Norwegian samples are the most permissive of sexual intimacies, while 


the American and the Canadian samples are the most conservative. The data 
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show that for the sample members about one half of the American men as 
well as women, and a higher proportion of the Canadians, feel that "a man 
and a girl who marry should have their first full sexual experience 
together."' About a third of the men and almost one half of women in the 
American sample: and slightly smaller proportions in the Canadian sample 
want to add "and only after they are married." The largest differences 
between the male and female respondents in the North American samples are 
found in two areas. Men, almost twice as often as women said they would 
be troubled if they married a person "who had experienced premarital 
coitus with someone else before peconine seriously involved with you," 
the proportions being about 70 and 40 per cent for both the Canadian and 
American samples. Clearly the double standard is yet strong in its in- 
fluence on the attitudes of both men and women in North America. The 
second issue which showed sizable differences in the male and female 
responses was posed by the question "What kind of relationship should 
prevail before a male and female should consider coitus as personally and 
socially responsible.'' Women about 20 per cent more frequently than men 
answered "only if married", the proportions so responding "when participants 
are under 18 years of age!" being 67 per cent for males and 86 per cent for 
females in the American sample and 80 and 95 per cent respectively in the 
Canadian sample. In the latter sample 16 and 46 per cent respectively 


answered " 


only if married when the participants are over 21 years of age," 
The implications of the differentials in response between this and the 
first item discussed above are two. First subjects clearly believe that 
the age of participants is an important consideration in relation to 


sexual intimacy. Second it appears that female respondents are more 


inhibited by the qualification "personally and socially responsible" than 
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TABLE III 


AGE LEVEL AND TYPE OF RELATIONSHIP THAT U.S, COLLEGE MALES 


AND FEMALES VIEWED AS APPROPRIATE FOR CONSIDERING COITUS* 


Male Responses 


AGE LEVEL 

TYPE OF RELATIONSHIP 14-17 18-20 21-23 24 & Over 
Only if married 67.6% 535.54 23.4% 18.9% 
Officially engaged LOy 14.8 L520 eee) 
Tentatively engaged 06.7 555 LG L125 
Going steady 08.5 LOS 1950 toeL 
Good friends O2E OSFt 14.3 1329 
Casually attracted 04.4 07.6 seg Zi 

100% 100% 100% 100% 
Number of respondents 469 540 566 501 

Female Responses 

Only if married 86.5 56.6 46.0 33.3 
Officially engaged ORG Low 19.2 17.4 
Tentatively engaged OZR Lig 15.4 14.0 
Going steady Zee O9/ L3k6 ES ays 
Good friends 00.8 Oils 2 0352 06.1 
Casually attracted 00.4 125k 02.6 05.0 

100% 100% 100% 100% 
Number of respondents 530 580 624 ra 


*Source, 
Uy packard, Op.citan 500, 
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are men. This is perhaps to be expected since the burden of parenthood 
tends to fall more heavily on the mother and since women are yet perhaps 
somewhat more stigmatized following divorce experience than are men. 

A more detailed tabulation of the responses to this last item is 
found in Table III.which shows the proportions of male and female subjects 
viewing coitus as appropriate for various age levels of participants and 
various types of relationship between them. The data show that for the 
21 to 23 year age level and the 24 and over age level a far higher pro- 
portion of men than women would accept coitus, between "good friends" and 
those "casually attracted", the proportions in the case of the last age group 
being 38 per cent for men and only 11 per cent for women. 

Packard presents very little information on differences of res- 
ponses of sample members classified by various personal and social 
characteristics. Two points only are relevant to our interest here, and 
both relate only to female respondents in the American sample. Packard 
found that girls at midwestern schools were far less permissive than girls 
at eastern schools, the proportion specifying that coitus was reasonable 
"only if married" even for those over 21 years of age being 73 per cent 
and 24 per cent respectively, for Samo eeRe Clearly in the United States 
the middle west which has been the "Bible Belt" of the country has a very 
much stronger conservative impact onlfenaie residents than does the east, 
if we can assume sampling comparability for these two sub samples. Such 
a difference may obtain in Canada as well. The second differential, is 
that the strongly career-oriented girls are much less accepting of the 
double standard (32 per cent acceptance) than those with only vague career 
interests (45 per cent acceptance) and less insistent on coitus only after 


marriage for those over 21 years of age, the proportions being 40 and 56 
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Mann's Study of Canadian Trends in Premarital Behavior. Mann's 
research, which is rather briefly reviewed in a 1967 publication. 2 
presents data gathered in 1964 on a non-random sample of York University 
students, and again in 1965 on a random sample of students from the same 
school, dealing with attitudes toward and actual experience of various 
forms of sexual behavior. The first, 1965 sample yielded 300 completed 
questionnaires, but the refusal rate was 50 per cent. The second sample, 
based on taking every fiftieth name from the student directory, resulted 
in 120 of the 124 members of those so selected completing the question- 
nat reer Only data from this latter sample will be reported below. 
Mann's sample members were asked a number of questions concerning 
sources of guidance regarding courtship and sexual behavior. These 


included: 


Are you happy with or satisfied with the social codesand standards 
of our society on premarital sexual relationships? Yes. No. Uncertain. 


Do you believe the churches (or synagogues) in their teaching and 
standards provide a satisfactory and realistic guide for one's 
behavior with respect to the other sex? Yes. No. Uncertain. 


Which of the following statements is true for you; 
I used to try to stick to the church's teachings in premarital 
behavior, but lately I've quit trying. 
I have always and still now try to follow the churches' 
teachings on sex, 
Neither in the past, nor today, do I attempt to adhere to 
the churches' teachings on premarital behavior. 


Are you confused as to what is right and wrong with respect to pre- 
marital sexual relationships? Yes. No. To a certain extent. 


In terms of attitudes toward various forms of sexual expression, 
Mann's sample members were asked the following questions: 


Do you believe if a young couple are very fond of each other and 

have exchanged a pin, ring, or equivalent, it is all right for them 
tovexpress their, affection up to the point. of: necking, or Petting A 
(contact with breasts over garments), Petting B (contact with breasts 
beneath garments), Petting C (further intimacies), or sexual union? 
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If a couple have not exchanged a ring, pin, etc., would you approve 
the same level of intimacy as above? Yes; or less than above; or 

a ring or pin make no difference. 

Among your circle of friends and acquaintances is it expected or 
assumed that if a couple have exchanged a ring or pin that they 

may go further in the expression of affection than otherwise? 

Yes, or No, or Uncertain, or Not go as,far? 

Do you believe if a couple are engaged it is all right for them 

in expressing their affection to engage in activities up to the 
pointyof: necking; or petting A; or petting B; or petting C3 or 
sexual union? 

How far do you think it is all right for your friends and associates, 
people you mix with, to go in premarital activities with: mere 
acquaintances, (and) a good friend, (and) their "lover", (and) their 
fiance? Holding hands, kissing, necking, Petting A, Petting B, 
Petting C, Sexual Union, or Not my business, or Depends on persons? 
How far do you feel you can go in your premarital relationships with: 
acquaintances, (and) good friends, (and) your lover, (and) your 
fiance? Holding hands, kissing; necking, Petting A, Petting B, 
Petting C, Sexual union, or Depends on the person? 

The responses to these questions by the 120 respondents in Mann's 
sample are tabulated in Tables IV through IX. As shown in Table IV, Mann 
found that only 16 per cent of the boys and 36 per cent of the girls 
declared themselves satisfied with society's codes and standards on pre- 
marital relationships. Boys more often criticized them as "unjust or 
unfair to human nature," 31 per cent, narrow minded or bigoted 21 per 
cent, and confusing 19 per cent. Girls by contrast more often said they 
were hypocritical 36 per cent, confusing 24 per cent and unfair to human 
nature 16 per ee Reporting on their attitude toward church teachings 
on sex, 69 per cent of the girls and 75 per cent of the boys were dis- 
satisfied with church guidelines, Fifty one per cent of the girls and 
26 per cent of the boys indicated "I have always and still now try to 
follow church teaching on premarital sex," while 20 per cent of the girls 


and 24 per cent of the boys indicated "I used to try to stick to church 


teachings, but lately I've quit trying'' as shown in Table V. The remainder 
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TABLE IV 


MANN'S SAMPLE MEMBERS' ATTITUDE TO SOCIAL CODES AND STANDARDS OF 
OUR SOCIETY ON PREMARITAL RELATIONS* 


Main Sample 


Girls Boys 
Satisfied S67 16% 
Not Satisfied GAS 43 
Uncertain Shik SOY5 
No Answer 2 1 


*Source: W.E. Mann, op.cit., p. 41 


TABLE V 


MANN'S SAMPLE MEMBERS' ATTITUDE TO CHURCH TEACHINGS ON 
PREMARITAL SEX* 


Main Sample 
Girls Boys 


1. Peused to try tovstick toxwchurch 

teachings, but lately I've quit 

trying 20.5% 72s eee 
2o,..l. have always, and stillonow try 

to follow church teachings on 

premarital sex os Beas | 26 
3. Neither in the past nor today 

do I attempt to adhere to 

church teaching on premarital 

sex oee 44.4 
4, No answer 13 Gel 


*Source, Ibid., p. 42. 
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TABLE VI 


VIEW OF MANN'S SAMPLE MEMBERS ON 


LEVEL OF PERMISSIBLE BEHAVIOR WHEN RINGED OR PINNED* 


Boys Girls 
Necking 7.4% 15% 
Petting over clothing Oe 18 
above belt 
Petting under clothing LZ 0 
above belt 
Petting under clothing 4.9 0 
below belt 
Sexual union 4.9 0 
Uncertain 0 0 
Up to individuals concerned 49.4 31 
Depends on their age, education 6.1 5 
Depends on degree of fondness or 1356 i 
love between them 
No Answer 6.4 16 


*Source, 
Liat pre 
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TABLE VIL 


VIEWS ON MANN'S SAMPLE MEMBERS ON 


PERMISSIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR ENGAGED COUPLES* 


Boys Girls 
Necking 5% 15.4% 
Petting over clothing 6 LOe2 
above belt 
Petting under clothing AS Lei 
above belt 
Petting under clothing pas Lone 
below belt 
Sexual Union aS es 12.9 
No clear or definite views 250 20S 
No answer Seo oye | 
*Source. 
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said they had never tried. 

When asked, “are you confused as to what is right or wrong in 
sexual matters?" 6 per cent of the boys and 2 per cent of the girls said 
yes, and 32 and 26 per cent respectively responded ''to a certain extent,'t2! 

The data in Table VI show that only 5 per cent of the boys 
believed sexual union was justified, and the same proportion believed 
heavy (below the belt) petting was permissible when a couple was ringed 
or pinned. None of the girls believed either was permissible. Most res- 
pondents, 56 per cent of boys, and 69 per cent of girls felt that whether 
or not one was "ringed" or "pinned'' made no difference in level of per- 
missive behavior and one third of boys and 18 per cent of girls said yes”. 
they would approve of the same level of intimacy, while only 7 and 10 per 
cent respectively said a lower level of intimacy only was nen iae ier on 
Asked about their friends eneeon this subject, 23 per cent of boys and 
28 per cent of girls said they thought their friends would permit more 
intimate behavior where the couple was ringed, 31 and 44 per cent respec- 
tively said they would not permit more intimate behavior, and 42 per cent 


23 


and 26 per cent respectively were uncertain. A much higher percentage 

were willing to permit greater intimacy to engaged couples: 43 per cent 

of boys, and 13 per cent of girls felt that sexual union was permissible 

and 11 per cent of boys and 28 per cent of girls felt that below-the-belt 
petting was permissible, as the data in Table VII show. Asked what 

behavior they felt was permissible for their friends and associates with 
various categories of partners, over a half said it was "Not my business" 

or it "depends on the person." See Table VIII. When asked the same question 
in regard to themselves pe ereen 20 and 40 per cent of boys, and between 


8 and 23 per cent of the girls said "it depends on the person" as the data 


in Table IX show. Of the remainder the proportions of boys saying they 
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Holding 
Hands 
Boys Girls 
vA he 
Mere Acquaintances 14 35.9 
Sood Friends 5 5 
Lover 0 2.5 
tiance (0) to) 


‘Source - ibid., p. 44 
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TABLE VIIT* 


MANN'S SAMPLE MEMBER'S VIEW 
OF PERMITTED PREMARITAL ACTIVITY (CODE) FOR FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES, WITH 


Petting Petting Petting Not my Depends on 
Kissing Necking A B Cc Intercourse business person 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 
vA te he he hh hh h bh hh vA h b he he he ha 
11 2.5 4 2.5 2 0 ae O 0 0 & @ 41 36 20 «18 
22S eS, 14 5 5 2.5 A 2 2.5 4 0 30 628.8 12 20.5 
2 () W2  3t5)\43} 7 Wo Bo PO 10 12.8 Wk 2oG 33. 30.3 19 18 
0 2.6 6 0 “el Oz) “b&  5 Q iB WS) Hod 37, 25.6 Zi AW) 


No 
answer 
Boys Girls 
vA vA 
3 5.1 
4 3 
4 8 
4 10 
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TABLE IX* 
MANN'S RESPONDENTS OWN STANDARD OF PREMARITAL 
ACTIVITY WITH VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF PARTNERS 
Holding Petting Petting Petting Depends No 
Hands Kissing Necking A B (y Intercourse on person answer 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 
vA h vA he is to he h ‘he he vA ha he vA & he vA vA 
= Mere Acquaintances 21 51 12 7.7 6 2.5 5 0 0 0 1 0 7 0 41 23 7 15.8 
Good Friends 5 23 24 43.6 14 15.4 4 2.6 4 0 1 0 6 0 36 10.3 6 5.1 
Lover 0 0 5 5 9 30.7 11 10.3 4 10.3 11 20.5 32 5 19 Toll 9 10.5 
Fiance 0 0 5 5 5 10.2 5 15.3 6 18 11 25.6 36 12.8 23 7.7 9 10.4 


*Source, Ibid, 
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felt they could engage in sexual intercourse with various partners in- 
cluded with mere acquaintances, 7 per cent, with good friends 6 per cent, 
with a lover 32 per cent and with a fiance 36 per cent. The proportions 
for girls were none with the first two types of partners, 5 per cent with 
a lover, and 13 per cent with a fiance. 

Mann reports briefly on the cross tabulations of these attitude 
and opinion items with the following social and personal characteristics 
of respondents: age, religious preference, devoutness, rural, urban, or 
big city residence, type of residence arrangements, social class member- 
ship, and family discipline. The following patterns were found, 

Age was inversely associated with dissatisfaction with society's 
sexual codes with the churchs' teachings on premarital sexual behavior, 
and with confusion about right and wrong in sexual relationships and 
directly associated with sexual permissiveness, Though the percentage of 
those considering petting under clothing below the belt as legitimate 
declines consistently from 23 per cent to 11 per cent as one moves from 
age 18 to those over 20 years, those viewing intercourse as respectable 
following engagement increases from 23 to 42 per cent. 

With respect to religious preference, Mann found that Roman 
Catholic students were least dissatisfied with society's sexual code, 
most often said they were confused about right and wrong in sexual be- 
havior, in comparison with Protestant students, The latter group members 
more frequently were accepting of petting under clothing below the belt 
and of intercourse than were members of the former group, 2? 

With respect to religious devoutness, as indexed by regularity of 


church going and of praying, the more devout were substantially more 
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satisfied with society's codes, and much more loyal to the church's 
teachings on sex, and more frequently confessed to some confusion on 
matters of sexual morality, than the less devout. The less devout accept 
a much more permissive standard of sexual behavior for engaged couples 
than the more devout, the percentages accepting intercourse being 46 per 
cent and.9-per cent, respectively.*° 

When less urbanized (home community less than 4000 population) 
subjects were compared with more urbanized (more than 25,000 population) 
subjects it was found that the latter group more often were dissatisfied 
with society's code of sexual behavior, and more often no longer followed 
the church's teachings on sex, as the data in Table X show. However, 
there were no differences between these groups in confusion over moral 
standards. In general it was found that those approving of intercourse 
following engagement increased steadily with the size of the community in 
which they were raised, from 22 per cent for rural residents, to 45 per 
cent for metropolitan residents. 

Members of Mann's sample were asked whether they lived at home, 
with friends or relatives, in an apartment or a college residence, during 
the college year. Differences were found between those living in the first 
and last pairs of living arrangements, with the latter group more dis- 
satisfied with society's codes and more permissive toward post engagement 
intercourse than the former group. Because more in this latter group 
were older and engaged to be married, one must question whether such living 
arrangements are selective of more liberal minded students or whether they 
tend to promote more liberal Peuiides 20 

When students were categorized in terms of those experiencing 


firm and definite home discipline versus lenient and easy going home 
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discipline, it was found that the latter group were more dissatisfied 
with society's codes, less attached to the church's teachings, less con- 
fused about sexual morality issues, and very much more permissive of 
intimacies for engaged couples, Forty six per cent approved of heavy 
petting and 32 per cent approved of intercourse, in contrast to 30 per 
cent and 18 per cent for the firmly disciplined group. 22 

When subjects were classified by social class into working class 
and middle class categories it was found that members of the latter group 
were more critical of society's codes, less attached to the church's 
teachings, less confused and more permissive of sexual intimacies for 
engaged couples than members of the former group, 29 

B, Premarital Sexual Behavior 

Studies of the incidence of premarital sexual intercourse of mates 
and females in the United States have been made by a sizable number of 
investigators since 1915, Information on the date, the size and type of 
sample and the incidence of premarital intercourse is found in Tables XI 
and XII which are taken from Mann's publication. There is no need to 
review the detailed findings of these researches here, since most of them 
are based on non-random samples, and since, furthermore, they have been 
superceded by later and thus more contemporarily relevant, and more com- 
prehensive studies, Brief°reviews of these earlier studies may be found 
in the works by Mann, Ehrmann and Packard, 9! 

There are three main studies of premarital sexual behavior which 
will be reported on here: Ehrmann's study of Premarital Dating Behavior 
in Florida, Packard's study of premarital behavior in Germany, Norway, 
England, Canada, and the United States, and Mann's study of Canadian 


Trends in Premarital Behavior, which used the sample from York University 


described above. The findings from each of these three researches will be 
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reported briefly. 

The Ehrmann Research, Between 1946 and 1953 Ehrmann col- 
lected data from 1157 university student subjects in Florida in 
regard to premarital dating behavior. All of these subjects filled 
out questionnaires, and 100 were interviewed as well. The bulk of 
Ehrmann's analysis is based of a sample of 990 schedules, which does 
not include 30 which comprised the exploratory sample and 137 ina 
restudy sample. Adequately complete schedules were received from 
85 per cent (841) members) of this total of 990. These subjects 
were all enrolled in the Marriage and the Family course which Ehrmann 
taught in the ani versie e Thus although it would appear that the 
sample members approximate a random sample of those enrolled in this 
course, it is clear that they do not constitute a random sample of 
those attending the university. 

Of particular interest is Ehrmann's tabulation of the most 
advanced stage of sexual behavior ever experienced by the et aes 
his sample. His data show that 65 per cent of the males had exper- 
ienced premarital intercourse, 13 per cent had gone only as far as 
heavy (below the belt) petting, 4 per cent only as far as light (above 
the belt) petting under the girls clothing, and 15 per cent only as far 
as hugging kissing and petting without disturbing the girl's clothing. 
For females these proportions were 13 per cent, 25 per cent, 8 per cent 
and 52 per nett Midway through collecting his sample Ehrmann dis- 
covered that a crucial step in the intimacy hierarchy was whether or 
not the boy, at the hugging and kissing stage did or did not deliber- 
ately pet the girl's breasts. Data from respondents who filled out the 


modified schedule thereafter show that about half of the males and one 
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TABLE XIII 


SUMMARY OF EHRMANN'S FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL SOCIAL AND DATING CHARACTERISTICS 
AND PATTERNS OF HETEROSEXUAL BEHAVIOR, FOR MALES AND FEMALES* 


Males Females 
Lifetime Sexual Genital Lifetime Sexual Genital 
Behavior Behavior Behavior Behavior 
Age X 
Age at puberty 
Age at first date X X 
Father's occupation ; X 
Mother employed or not 
Farm or nonfarm residence X 
Religious affiliation X X 
Church attendance X Xx 
Home discipline X 
Home punishment 
Source of sex information 
Adequacy of sex instruction x x 
Attitude toward sex x X x 
Adjustment to sex X X 
Happiness 
Number of persons dated X X X X 
Going steady or not X X Xx 
Social class of companion 4 X 


*Adapted from Ehrmann, op.cit., pp. 147 and 210. 
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third of the females at the hugging, kissing, and petting stage had 
actually participated in such deliberate petting. 

In Table XIII is found a summary tabulation of Ehrmann's 
findings of statistically significant relationships between certain 
individual, social and dating characteristics of his sample members and 
their patterns of heterosexual behavior, for males and females, It is 
clear that there are very many more such relationships for male than for 
female subjects. The reason is, at least in part, that the spread of 
females across the spectrum of types of behavior was far less broad than 
it was for males, the females being far more heavily concentrated at the 
low intimacy end of the continuum, 

Ehrman found that ever having engaged in more intimate behaviors 
("lifetime sexual behavior") for males was directly associated with age, 
with no religious or Jewish religious affiliation, with adequate sexual 
instruction, a favorable attitude toward sex, number of persons dated, 
and with dating a girl of a lower social class, and was inversely assoc- 
iated with age at first date, and church attendance. Lifetime sexual 
behavior for females was directly associated with "irregular" home disci- 
pline, a favorable attitude toward sex, a good adjustment toward sex, 
number of persons dated, and with steady dating. For males "genital 
behavior" (experience of intercourse or genital petting) was directly 
associated with non-farm residence, no religious or Jewish religious 
‘affiliation, adequate sex instruction, a favorable attitude toward sex, 
number of persons dated, going steady, and dating a girl of a lower social 
class, and was inversely associated with age at first date, having a 
father in farm or professional or semi-professional employment, and with 


church attendance. For females it was directly associated only with 


number of persons dated and with involvement in a going steady relationship, 
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The Packard Research. In the area of sexual behavior Packard 
obtained information from his American and international sample members 
on participation in the range of intimacies listed in Table XIV, on age 
at first petting and first intercourse experiences of those who had ex- 
perienced these, and on perceptions of the intimacy wished of those each 
respondent had dated during the last year, 

In Table XIV is found the frequency of ever having participated in 
various intimacies by American sample members, by sex and age of respon- 
dent. The data show no differences between male and female respondents 
in the first three levels, light embrace, casual kissing and deep kissing. 
However between 12 and 20 per cent more of men were experienced in petting 
than women, with the exception of mutual genital petting which showed only 
a5 per cent differential between men and women, These differentials 
increase again for experience of nude embrace and intercourse, It is 
noteworthy that Packard's data are comparable with those of Ehrmann in 
regard to incidence of male coitus (58 per cent of the total sample and 
69 per cent of the Southern sample for Packard as compared with 65 per 
cent for Ehrmann). However, there are sizable differences in the reported 
incidence of female coital experiences in these two studies, The propor- 
tions were 43 per cent and 32 per cent for Packards total and Southern 
female samples as compared with 13 per cent of Ehrmann's female sample. 
This may reflect merely differences in sampling procedures - neither 
Ehrmann's nor Packard's procedures would justify confidence in the rep- 
resentativeness of their findings as we have noted pac laa On the other 
hand there is some reason to believe that these differentials do reflect 
changes in actual behavior of female college students in America which 


have evolved during the 12 to 15 years intervening between the two periods 
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of data collection. 

The men in Packard's American sample were over four times as likely 
to have had a one night sexual affair, with no follow-up dating as were 
the women, the proportions being 30 and 7 per cent. 

Among those who were experienced, the American men reported first 
petting experience at 16.3 years, and first intercourse experience at 

| 34 
17.9 years. For American women these mean ages were 17.3 and 18.7 years. 

The table shows significant differences in incidence of experience 
between age groups for both male and female subjects. For males there 
is a steady increase in proportions experiencing intercourse from 19 
through 23 year olds, with the greatest (12 per cent) increase from 
age 21 to age 22. For females there is virtually no variation between 
19, 20, 21 and 22 year olds in incidence of coital experience, The data 
do show a very great increase between 22 year olds (40 per cent) and 23 
year olds (75 per cent), but it should be noted that there were only 
eight subjects in this category and thus this jump can be certainly 
ignored as largely a function of sampling variation. Commenting on this 
lack of variation between girls of different ages Gilbert Nass, a sociolo- 
gist suggests "The data indicate that if women choose to be sexually inti- 
mate during their university experience, they decide during their fresh- 
man or sophomore years and continue their chosen pattern during the 
junior and senior seine hee Packard quotes a further suggestion by a 
Dean of Women that this may be related to the fact that upper class men 
give the freshman girls a "rush", and that as the rush eases upon the 
freshman, and perhaps more particularly the sophomore women may start 


trying harder (including sexually) to attract the renee 
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TABLE XV 


PACKARD'S INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY SAMPLE MEMBERS 
WHO REPORTED EXPERIENCING SPECIFIED SEXUAL BEHAVIOR BY PERCENTAGE OF MALES* 


Pr dace ene CANADA ENGLAND GERMANY NORWAY USSeAs 
Light embracing or fond 
holding of hands 93.9 9355 9349 O357 98.6 
Casual goodnight kissing SST 9355 78.6 86.1 9627, 
Deep kissing NEST Se) SNe 965% 96.0 


Horizontal embrace with 
some petting, but not 
undressed 92.0 85.4 . 435 93.6 89.9 


Petting of girl's breast area 
from outside her clothing SPI 87.0 80.4 83,5 89.9 


Pettine of girl's breast area 
without clothes intervening 92.0 82.8 69.6 S350 83.4 


Petting below the waist of 
the girl under her clothing Soe 84.6 TAU) S360 Sloe 


Petting below the waist of 
both man and girl, under 


clothing 64.8 68.3 ye DOL 62,9 
Nude embrace 69.3 10%5 50.0 69.6 65.6 
Coitus 56.8 74.8 Dae 66.7 Doe 


One-night affair involving 
coitus; didn't date person 


again ZO 43.1 Lyi fee 32,9 2929 
Whipping or spanking before 

petting or other intimacy Dial Deeg sy el 8.2 
Sex on pay-as-you-go basis 4.5 13.8 See) 255 4,2 
Number of cases 88 123, 112 79 644 
Mean age lst petting LGR E> 20 LG. 1 <6 LOeS 
Mean age lst coitus see) LAS) LOO 18.6 L Ae) 


*Sounces) Packard. Op,Cit.,,. Pan 200. 
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TABLE XVI 


PACKARD'S INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY SAMPLE MEMBERS 
WHO REPORTED EXPERIENCING SPECIFIED SEXUAL BEHAVIOR BY PERCENTAGE OF FEMALES* 


TYPE OF 
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR CANADA ENGLAND GERMANY NORWAY U.S.A. 


Light embracing or fond 


holding of hands 9635 91.9 94.8 39.53 O72 
Casual goodnight kissing 91.58 93.0 74.0 150 96.8 
Deep kissing 9158 93...0 90.6 5953 96.9 


Horizontal embrace with 
some petting, but not 


undressed Slia2 THIS dob 7320 S362 
Petting of girl's breast area 

from outside her clothing 78.8 82.6 76.0 64.3 78.3 
Petting of girl's breast area 

without clothes intervening 64,7 One 66.7 DO 67.8 
Petting below the waist of the 

girl under her clothing 64.7 7059 03720 BISWA. 61.2 
Petting below the waist of both 

man and girl, under clothing 50.6 61.6 DOso 42.9 5758 
Nude embrace 47.6 64.0 620 51.8 49.6 
Coitus SES) 62.8 59.4 5310 43,2 
One-night affair involving coitus; Dion See 4.2 Re) Tee 


didn't date person again 


Whipping or spanking before 


petting or other intimacy 5.9 Le 1.0 Wak 4.5 
Number of cases 35, 86 96 36 688 
Mean age lst petting ti. > eos: YA 16o1 Aaa 
Mean age lst coitus Oe, ie 1950 13,5 LS 37 


*Source: Packard, op.cit., p. 510 
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Packard found rather sizable differences in incidence of coital 
experience by region for both men and women in his American sample. The 
proportions for men are East 64 per cent, South 69 per cent, Midwest 46 
per cent and West 62 per cent, and for women these proportions are 57, 
32, 25, and 48 per ere Clearly again it is the Midwestern subjects, 
both male and female, who are least liberal in their sexual behavior. 
Parallels to the comparable Canadian "Bible Belt'' might well be expected. 

The only other comparison worth noting is that again Packard found 
that the strongly career oriented women were more sexually emanicipated 
than those with vague career interests, the proportions of these two 
groups who were experienced in intercourse being 50 and 32 per eee 

In Tables XV and XVI are found the proportions of male and female 
members of the international samples who reported ever having experienced 
various sexual behaviors. The data show for almost all of these beha- 
viors that the Canadians are among the most conservative of the inter- 
national sample members. The only major exception is that the German 
males appear to be very much less experienced in all forms of petting, 
and slightly less experienced in intercourse, than the other nationality 
sample groups. That these data are suspect, and may be due to poor 
sampling procedures, is suggested by the fact that the incidence of 
experience by the German women was greater than by the German men for 
four forms of intimate behavior. 

It should be noted for later comparison with data collected in the 
eeeet study that Packard found that the following proportions of his 
Canadian men reported - sexual intercourse 57 per cent petting below the 
waist of the girls, 85 per cent, and petting girl's breast under her 


clothing, 92 per cent. For Canadian girls these proportions were 35 per 
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cent, 65 per cent, and 65 per cent, The reader will recall that Mann's 
incidence figures were very much lower, the proportions for males being 
JoPpermeent, tO2sper cent “and 4/2aper cent Wand “for girls 15’ per cent 46 
per cent, and 69 per cent, In view of the rigor and the completeness of 
Mann's sampling procedures these discrepancies would tend to throw doubt 
on the representativeness of Packard's "sample. It might be argued that 
Packard's sample, which was drawn from a single large university, might 
have come from one very much more sexually liberal than that which pro- 
vided Mann's sample. However this seems unlikely since the latter is a 
very large university in metropolitan Toronto, 

The Mann Research, As part of the research reported earlier, and using 
the same sample of 120 students at an Eastern Canadian metropolitan uni- 
versity, Mann obtained information on the sexual experience of his respon- 
dents, The questions that he used were in many cases slightly modified 
versions of the questions that Ehrmann had used in his research. In 
this section we shall report briefly on the sexual experience of his 
sample members, the reactions that these members had had to these exper- 
iences, and on the relationships between sex experience, and reactions 
to sex experience, and selected personal and social characteristics of 
his respondents. 

Mann reports on the "lifetime sexual experience" of his sample 
members, that is, on "how far'' they had ever gone in terms of sexual 
intimacy, with an opposite sex partner, in their life times. Of the 80 
boys in the sample, 34.6 per cent had experienced intercourse, 27.1 per 
cent had experienced no more than petting under clothing below the belt, 
(genital petting), 9.9 per cent had experienced no more than petting the 


girl's breast under clothing, 13.6 per cent had experienced no more than 
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petting the girl's breast over garments, and 15 per cent had experienced 
no more than necking, kissing, or holding hands, Among the 40 girls in 
the sample, 15.4 per cent had experienced intercourse, 30.8 per cent had 
experienced no more than genital petting, 23.0 per cent had experienced 
no more than breast petting beneath clothing, 7.7 per cent had ex- 
perienced no more than breast petting over garments, 12.8 per cent had 
experienced no more than necking, and the remaining 10.1 per cent had 
experienced no more than kissing or holding hendone 

It is noteworthy that these proportions are very much lower than 
those reported for Canadian students by Packard (whose sampling proce- 
dures were of course not nearly as careful as those of Mann) for both men 
and women, and very much lower than those reported by Ehrmann for his 
American male university students. The proportions of men and women in 
Packard's Canadian sample who reported having experienced intercourse 
were 56.8 per cent for men and 35.3 per cent for women, Ehrmann's figr 
ures were 64 per cent for men and 14 per cent for women, 

Mann asked his respondents whether, at one time or another, they 
had experienced a little, some, or a great deal of guilt or shame with 
respect to their sexual interest and activities. He also asked them 
what type of sexual behavior lead to the most guilt. 

In response to the first question, 27 per cent of the boys said 
they had experienced no shame or guilt, 48 per cent said they had ex- 
perienced a little, 15 per cent said they had experienced considerable, and 
-7 per cent said they had experienced a great deal of shame or guilt. Two 
per cent did not answer the question. For the girls in the sample these 


proportions were none 30.7 per cent, a little 46 per cent, considerable 
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[Sper icent.) and *a*ereat ideale 7s )) iper eee we The sexual behavior 
which was most frequently mentioned by the boys as causing guilt 
feelings was masturbation (53 per cent) with only 10 per cent men- 
tioning intercourse. This indicates that the other 24,6 per cent who 
have experienced intercourse report no guilt reactions,. The behavior 
most frequently mentioned by the girls as causing guilt was breast 
petting under clothing (28 per cent) followed by genital petting and 
masturbation, mantioned by 23 per cent each, Only 5 per cent men- 
tioned intercourse, nich indicates that the other two thirds who had 
experienced intercourse report no guilt reactions. 

Mann reports on the relationship between sexual behavior and 
guilt reactions to sexual behavior, and ten personal and social 
characteristics of his sample members. These relationships may be 
summarized as follows, 

In terms of age, Mann found a general trend for older students 
to have indulted in more of the more intimate behaviors than the younger 
students, However in terms of "lifetime sexual experience" Mann found 
very little patterning by age in his data. Age was not related to the 
experiencing of guilt reactions, 

In terms of religious denominational affiliation Mann found 
Roman Catholic subjects had experienced intercourse less frequently 
(23 per cent) and that Anglican students were the most experienced of 
all (36 per cent). There were too few Jewish students in his sample to 
test Ehrmann's finding that Jewish boys were more experienced than 
Gentile boys. Again there were no differences between these groups in 
reporting guilt reactions. 


In terms of religious piety, as indexed by Church attendance 
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and reported frequency of praying, Mann's sample showed the expected 
strong inverse relationship between piety and experience of sexual 
intimacies. Again Ehrmann reports no relationship between piety and 
reported guilt reactions, 

In terms of size of the home community, Mann's data show a steady 
increase in the proportions of subjects who have experienced intercourse 
with loved ones or "steadies" with rural residents at the bottom, and 
metropolitan residents at the top. However in terms of intercourse ate 
"anyone" a much higher proportion of small town residents reported 
such experience than of residents from any other type of community. 
There were no differences between these categories of subjects in guilt 
reactions. 

In terms of whether the student was living at home or with friends, 
or in some more impersonal context, those living in the latter situation 
experienced more sexual intimacies than the former. In more detail 
surprisingly enough, the students who lived in student residences re- 
ported greater frequency of intercourse than did those who lived in 
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apartments. There were no differences in reported guilt reactions. 

In terms of the kind of discipline that the student had ex- 
perienced in his parental home, those from lenient homes were about 
twice as frequently sexually experienced students who reported firm and 
consistent home training. The students who reported the latter said they 


had experienced guilt or shame twice as frequently as those from lenient 


homes, despite their lesser sexual experience. The students who most 


frequently admitted suffering from guilt feelings were those who reported 


experiencing inconsistent home discipline. 


By 


In terms of the happiness or unhappiness of home life which 
students reported, Mann found that students from unhappy homes were 
far more sexually experienced than those from happy homes, The former 
also more often reported experiencing serious guilt over sex than did 
the latter. 

In terms of family income, Mann found that lower income male 
students indulge in heavy petting less, but have intercourse more 
often than the higher income respondents, In terms of occupation of 
father, however, Mann found that "students of upper middle class stand- 
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ing are appreciably more sexually permissive or liberal." 

In terms of satisfaction with the sex instruction which parents 
had provided, those who were dissatisfied were significantly more per- 
missive in their sexual behavior than those who were satisfied, The 
former group was more frequently afflicted with sexual guilt than the 
latter group, as eves 

C, Summary.of Research on Premarital Sexual Attitudes and Behavior, 

There is no need for a detailed summarizing of the material pre- 
sented in the preceding pages. While it is clear that there have been many 
researches dealing with both attitudes and experience in the area of 
premarital sexual behavior, it is also clear that most of these are at 
best only suggestive in their implications because of the inadequacy of 
the sampling procedures used in the process of collecting data, There is 
no need to summarize Packard's research here for these reasons, How- 
ever two researches reported do seem to be quite adequate in this re- 


gard, the attitude research conducted by Reiss and the attitude and 


behavior research conducted by Mann, 
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Reiss' work is valuable, first of all, in providing the Permis- 
siveness Scale which was used in the present study. In terms of his data 
it must be said that although his nationwide sample would appear to be 
adequately representative, unfortunately this cannot be said for his 
university and high school student sample which are of more interest to 
us, as comparison data. The schools included were apparently chosen 
haphazardly, and over 25 per cent of the students included were sampled 
on a non-random basis. The generalizations which emerged from Reiss' 
study dealing with relationships between attitudes and personal and 
social characteristics were summarized at the end of Part I A of this 
chapter. 

Mann's study is the only careful study of a Canadian sample re- 
ported in the literature, It is based on a very unusually high rate of 
return from sample members, 95 per cent, but unfortunately it is based 
on a sample drawn only from a single, large university, located in 
Toronto. However it is extremely useful to us in providing recent com- 
parison data based on representative sample, The main relationships 
between personal and social characteristics, and attitudes and behavior 
in regard to premarital sex which Mann found are as follows, Permissive- 
ness is significantly and directly associated with age, with Anglican or 
other Protestant as compared with Roman Catholic affiliation, with in- 


frequent church attendance or prayer, with size of community, with living 


in impersonal settings while at university rather than with family or 


friends, with lenient home discipline, with unhappy home life, with 

lower income but upper middle class family standing, and with dissatis- 
faction with the kind of sex instruction provided by parent, Dissatis- 
faction with the sex norms of society, and with the guidance for sexual 
behavior provided by the church was also generally similarly associated 


with these characteristics, 
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Liz drial Marriage 

The changing needs and functions served by the family in con- 
temporary North American society, and the rising divorce rates which 
have accompanied these changes appear to have stimulated a substantial 
amount of speculation but very little research, Hence there is little 
literature to review in this section. 

The speculative early literature tended to focus upon the 
dysfunctions of the contemporary family, particularly the problems 
posed for children following the divorce of their parents, and the ways 
in which the incidence of this problem might be reduced. Judge Ben 
Lindsey, a judge in a Court of Family Relations during the 1920s advo- 
cated "companionate marriage" which was essentially a trial marriage, to 
be easily terminated if "things did not work out}'’ as a way of reducing 
the breaking up of families with children, 

Essentially this same idea has been recently revived with a 
proposal by Margaret Mead and Richard and Gitta Meier for two kinds 
of marriage, one involving children and one eee David Mace describes 
three kinds of relationships which he sees emerging in contemporary 
America: brief encounters; more-or-less stable relationships but not 
involving a life-long commitment - including, perhaps, what has come to 
be called serial monogamy; and conventional marriage with a life-long 
commitment. 

It is interesting and noteworthy that Vance Packard, in his 
recent survey of "the contemporary upheaval in male-female relation- 
ships" entitled The Sexual Wilderness, failed to include any discussion 


of changing patterns in mating behavior, although he did include material 
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on "Changing Patterns in Mate Seeking Behavior," 

Although there have been numbers of recent popular articles in 
popular Re iies. on what appears to be a recent upserge in trial 
marriages in North America, we are aware of only two scholarly papers 
which have discussed this subject. 

The first is an article by Smigel and Seidon which deals prim- 
arily with the fall of the double standard of sexual Penenioge 

The second scholarly paper is a discussion of some current neo- 
family types of relationships by Jesse boca Her point of 
departure is an examination of United States census data in recent 
years on persons under 25 in households with primary individuals under 
25 as head, where this primary individual is living alone or with others. 
Of particular interest is the fact that between 1960 and 1966 the number 
of such households of primary individuals increased by 26 per cent where- 
as the number of primary families increased by only 7 per cent. Nor was 
this a sudden change in trend, for "in each 5-year period since 1950, the 
growth rate in the number of these households, termed "primary individuals" 
by the Census Bureau was three to four times the rate for households con- 
sisting of Peidiockiulae 

Unfortunately detailed breakdowns on this information are available 
only for 1960 census data, which were gathered well before the changes dis- 
cussed in the popular articles noted above. However even these 1960 data 
are rather interesting. They show that in 1960 there were 361,759 households 
in the United States having primary individuals under 25 years of age as 
head. Almost two thirds of these, 64.5 per cent, were single person 


households, the remainder of these being two or more person households, 
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Most of these, about 97 per cent involve unrelated groups of males or 
females living together, but the remaining 3 per cent, comprising 3954 
households involve two or three or more unrelated mixed sex persons 
living together. 

In the absence of relevant survey studies, Bernard speculates 
about the young men and women, behind these faceless demographic data, 
"who were, one way or another, trying to come to terms with the con- 
ditions imposed by modern life", recognizing that "different situations 

. : 59: 
demand or make possible different kinds of relationships." Thus she 
suggests that at least five current patterns of relationship are now 
being experimented with. The two non-family types ("swinging model" 
and "cocktail-lounge model") are of no interest to us, but two of the 
neo-family types are relevant, 

The mixed sex two person households, she suggests, may often fit 
the 'Berkeley model'', which has been described by one journalist as 
follows: 

...Many couples who share...a genuine feeling of love and respect 
often share living quarters...They are not promiscuous, Indeed, while a 
liaison lasts, it frequently seems to assume an almost Victorian air of 
devotion. Promiscuity is frowned on; so is homosexuality, which is very 
little seen or discussed, 

..Harly marriage and especially early parenthood arouse only 
intense sympathy among the young Berkeley intellectuals, They hold 
strongly that marriage and children should be postponed in favor of a 
"search for one's identity, for a meaning in life,'60 

The second neo-family type is suggested by the data on the three- 
or-more-person household of primary individuals, typically composed, 
Bernard suggests, of hippies. Of this group she writes, ''They minimize 


the differences between the sexes and the relationship between them often 


looks to the outsider more like a brother-sister than like a loverly one, 


al ai 


Te 


ree - 
- 
one sit 


- s 
nit o¥om 7h A6ViD | Fa 


5 : ‘ 
- ' iM r t rd I his: te Ghinwedth’ or at : Ju 
wnse 4 
-_ 
. ; 4 { J pus {9 iS | 
4 : | (a in if ‘Gil ooh ihe | aA) li 
4 
) { é ) f 4 ae a | tye ) avy Dik i” 
j f eg 3 > { j { re? ep t 
1 j ; pry Furi ava Ps 
a 
ar 
j f : 
. ! c i f 
; ; \ 
b=t 
‘ j i i 
} 
é 
f fAt2 
t . } é . L's 
‘ i : , } me ‘-' VoOTsSevor 
rh i alaait 
Fr 2 
ianhage 
Bae *-33 tut pipes. 
’ | ty i j ry wie wel | T IGN ”” 
» 
i r j , ivi j Pi iia =) bev } 
q 


tai” Ped chdiinii: 


br cmd lh Gans ayitw ail, gista whi AG saab rare’ atae 


- 


wetts det neewier ey fate Li tee (se >a? hist RAYGU ata osntad idea vn 


cree yi ttwal 4 rs gilt tute Botta arte ie ny aay ie re ae 


a. : 7 SS ae 


oY 


Many of them will live as primary individuals only a short period of 
time, They are sharing a peer culture which, as Parsons has noted, 
serves as an emancipating force for them," 

The final neo-family type, the household composed of unrelated 
individuals of the same sex is of no interest to us, 

We were not able to find any published reports of attitudes 
toward "Berkeley Model" unions, nor of the characteristics of those who 
have been involved in such relationships. “One of the purposes of the 


present study is to obtain information in these two areas, 


1 Conceptions of Roles 
Appropriate to Husbands and Wives 


In the literature on marital roles there are to be found a 
variety of general discussions as well as some methodologically narrow 
or explicit treatments of this subject, In this brief review we shall 
consider only the latter materials, Studies by Hobart, Blood, and 
Wolfe, and Dunn will be considered in turn. 

The Hobart Research, The earliest work toward a systematic in- 
ventorying of marriage role expectations was done DysHOvaLU sin, LYDZ, 
Working with Kirkpatrick he developed a Marriage Role Expectation In- 
ventory consisting of 82 statements, to which subjects responded in 
terms of Likert response categories, This was administered to 306 pairs 
of subjects, 612 individuals in all, at least one partner of whom was a 
student at Indiana ieee cepa Subsequently Hobart modified and re- 
fined the Inventory so that it consisted of 70 items, 50 of which were in- 
cluded in the earlier 82 item Inventory. The items in the latter inven- 
tory dealt with fifteen areas of husband-wife role behavior: personal 


freedom, sex and affection, relative dominance, economic roles, marital 
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roles, having children rearing children, in-law relations, religion, 
values on neatness, values on saving, values on home life, divorce, 
recreation, and mobility. The second inventory was administered to 831 
subjects, undergraduate students at a small American undergraduate 
university on the West Coast, together with the off-campus relationship 
partners - dates, fiances, and mates - of these students. The effort 
had been to obtain a 100 per cent sampling of the undergraduate student 
enrollment during the spring of 1954, and of the off campus relationship 
partners, Returns were actually obtained from three fourths of the 
students and from three fourths of their off campus partners, °° 

Unfortunately the focus of the Hobart studies was somewhat dif- 
ferent from the interest in the present research, There the interest was 
in the interactional implications of role expectations - the disagreement 
in expectations of partners, estimates of disagreement by partners, and 
empathy of partners into the role expectations of the others - as well 
as in the nature of changes in expectations found at different stages of 
courtship; rather than in the content of the expectations as such, Un- 
fortunately the data have now been destroyed so that it is not possible 
to go back to the original questionnaires in order to make comparisons 
appropriate to the present study. 

A third aspect of the Hobart research involved a following up of 
the 1954 sample members in 1958 and asking them to again fill out the 
Marital role inventory in order to discover what the effect of the changes 
in courtship status which most of original sample members had by then ex- 
perienced had been on these marriage expectations, The 658 returns which 


were received included 88 per cent of the sample members for whom valid 
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addresses were air eer A final aspect of the Hobart research in- 
volved obtaining responses from student offspring and their parents as 
well as from their relationship partners. The sample of 1445 subjects in- 
cluded 270 sons, 368 daughters, 346 fathers, and 461 mothers. The sam- 

65 
ple included 258 offspring couples and 243 parent couples, 

A number of the findings of the Hobart research are relevant to 
the present study. These include the information on changes in marital 
role expectations during cou tship and on areas of disagreement between 
couple members in regard to marital role expectations, . The nature of 
changes in marital role expectations which take place during courtship 
are reflective of changes in maturity of attitude or perspective of the 
impact of romanticism on role expectations, and of indications of post- 
marital disillusionment as this is reflected in responses to the role 
inventory. 

Information on these changes in expectations comes from both the 
cross sectional and the longitudinal studies reported by Hobart. The 
data from the longitudinal study do suggest a transition from a less 
mature attitude found prior to marriage, to a more mature perspective 
characteristic of married people. This attitude change appears to take 
place at different courtship stages for different areas of marital 
experience. A number of areas - including savings and money, having 
children, economic roles, values on home and in-law relations - show 
‘patterns of high attitude changes for both groups of individuals who were 
not married in 1954 and an increase in stability for the group already 
married in 1954, For these areas a stable, mature perspective seems to 
come only after marriage, since subjects experienced more change between 


advanced courtship and marriage than the already married subjects did 
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after marriage. The areas of divorce, child rearing, personal freedon, 
and religion, show a pattern of consistently declining attitude change 
scores from the "never married" to the "1954 already married" group. 
Here socialization to the more mature views of married subjects seems 
to proceed uniformly throughout the courtship period. Both the "non- 
married-married' and the '1954 married" groups show sizable attitude 
change, while the "never married" group does not, for the dominance area. 
This may result from the change from the college subculture to the adult 
world subculture, since both of the groups married by 1958 exemplify it. 
...the remaining five areas (relative dominance, spatial mobility values, 
values on neatness, sex and affection, and recreation and social life) 
show little difference in attitude change between the three groups, 
suggesting that most subjects have achieved mature opinions in these 
areas by the time they enter poeetene es 

It was also found that there were characteristic sex differences 
in the patterns of attitude changes between courtship stages. Women ex- 
perience more attitude change than do men between the casual dating and 
advanced courtship stages, Further the changes in attitude of women are 
concentrated in somewhat different issue areas than those for men. 


"Male attitude changes before marriage are concentrated in the areas of 


savings, divorce, having children, neatness and religion, Female attitude 


changes before marriage more frequently involve the areas of savings, 
divorce, child rearing, having children, neatness, economic roles, home 
values and personal freedom issues. Significant differences in attitude 
change between men and women more frequently involved the areas of 
divorce, child rearing, neatness, economic roles, home values, and 
marital roles. It is interesting that three of the seven significant 
differentials in attitude change between men and women who were already 
married in 1954 involved the marital roles area, and two involved the 
home values area. This suggests that married college student subjects 
who make the shift from college to the "outside" find they must make 
significant marital role adjustments in these areas." 


This shift from college to the outside, which was characteristic 
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of both the married and the unmarried students following their gradua- 
tion, is a move from an adolescent dependent status to a mature inde- 
pendent adult status, and from a college, adolescent sub-culture to an 
adult world-of-work subculture. The consequence of this move is that 
the responses to the marital role inventory show a shift away from a 
more companionship, permissive, non-authoritarian, conventionally moral 
emphasis, which was found when subjects filled out the first questionnaire 
in 1954, toward a more patriarchal, less permissive, authoritarian, less 
conventionally moral emphasis when subjects again responded to the same 
tens Lied 9564 

"All groups disagreed significantly more frequently in 1958 with 
the statement 'in my marriage I want the husband and wife to have an equal 
voice in making family decisions,' and agreed significantly more fre- 
quently with 'In my marriage I want our children to be strictly trained 
with the aid of physical punishment, as needed,' All agreed signifi- 
cantly more frequently in 1958 with the statements 'In my marriage I 
want frequent, casual serving and use of alcoholic beverages as social 
occasions seem to require,' 'I want my home after marriage to be a place 
where husband and wife and friends can drink, smoke, 'get loud' and tell 
"off color stories', if they want.’ All disagreed more with 'In my mar- 
riage I want husband and wife to participate together in outdoor sports, 
such as golf, hiking or swimming,' and 'In my marriage I want the husband 
and wife to decide jointly where we will live,' and all agreed more with 
'In my marriage I want the husband alone to make the important decisions 
for his family.' In 1958 all men were significantly less willing to agree 
that an 'employed husband should help his home-making wife with housework 


in the evening,' and less willing to 'let the wife have any money she 
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earns for her own personal use' than in 1954, Women in 1958 were more 
insistent that their ‘children be raised so that they will always be 
obedient to their parents,' 

The fact that on all fifteen of these items for males and on all 
fourteen items for females the 1954-1958 directional shift was just as 
significant for those married in 1954 as for those not married in 1954, 
indicates that this opinion change is not associated with a shift in 
courtship status but rather with the move out ot the college surcaties 

Hobart hypothesized that romanticism would tend to distort mar- 
riage role expectations at certain stages of courtship because "each dating 
and courtship stage...generates a unique and in some cases romantically un- 
realistic pattern of attitudes through its peculiar combination of ten- 
sonar More specifically he hypothesized that meheremis: alicyclic 
movement in adolescent marital role opinions such that the opinions of 
adolescents at the beginning and at the end of courtship are most similar" 
because the expectations of those most romantically involved, at the 
going steadyand engaged courtship stages, will be romantically distorted 
in contrast with those of casual dating and married Scene de A 
curvilinear pattern of responses to the marital role inventory items was 
thus predicted, Such a pattern was found for, men, fon 33.0f) the 70 
items of the inventory, and for women it was found for 29 items, The 
prediction that romantic involvement would result in maximum homogeneity 
of male and female responses to the inventory items at the going steady 
and engagement stages was also substantiated. 

Ten of the fifteen areas were characterized by one half or more 


of their component items eliciting the curvilinear pattern of responses 
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from subjects at different courtship stages which suggests romantic dis- 
tortion of responses, These were: personal freedom, sex and affection, 
relative dominance, having children, child rearing, recreation and 
social life, values on neatness, savings and money, values on the home, 
and divorce. Those not so characterized were economic roles, marital 
roles, in-law relations, religion, and mobility. There were some in- 
teresting sex differences in these patterns as well: Women more often | 
than men gave romantically distorted responses to items dealing with | 


relative dominance (‘'I want my husband to make all the decisions") and 


——=——— 


Divorce ("I can't conceive of wanting to divorce my mate''). Men more 
often than women gave romantically distorted responses to items dealing | 

res 
with economic roles, child rearing, and recreation and social life. 

In terms of disagreement between couple members over marriage role 
responsibilities it was found that there was a statistically significant 
trend toward declining disagreement with advancing courtship, with 
favorite dating couples having significantly higher disagreement scores 
than "going steady", engaged, and married couples, and with steady dating 
and engaged couples scoring significantly higher on disagreement than 
married couples, Further, there were interesting differences in amount 
of disagreement between courtship and marriage partners between the various 
areas of marital role responsibilities, Low disagreement was character- 
istic of the following areas: personal freedom, sex and affection, re- 

‘lative dominance, recreation and social life, and religion. Middle level 
disagreement was characteristic of the marital roles, having children, 
in-law relations, values on neatness, and values on home life areas. High 
level disagreement was characteristic of the economic roles, rearing 


Ue: 
children, values on saving, divorce, and mobility areas. 
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Hobart found significant indications of post marital disillus- 
ionment among the 831 members of his 1954 sample. Disillusionment was 
operationally defined as a particular pattern of disagreement and disa- 
greement estimate scores for couples for a marital role expectation 
item. This pattern involved a statistically significant change in the 
pattern of disagreement (D) and disagreement estimate (DE) scores where 
the D score declined but the DE score remained the same, or the D score 
remained the same but the DE score increased in the transition from en- 

73 
gagement to marriage. Where, between engagement and marriage average 
item D scores remain the same (or increase) but average DE scores sig- 
nificantly increase (or remain the same) for some items, this increase 
in perceived disagreement unaccompanied by an increase in "actual" disa- 
greement (or the constant perceived disagreement accompanied by a de- 
crease in "actual" disagreement) is seen as an indication of disillusion- 
ment in the areas tapped by those items. The data showed that a 
disillusionment reflecting response pattern was found to 36 of the 70 
items for men, and to 27 of the items for women. That it is the tran- 
sition to marriage rather than merely the transition from one courtship 
stage to another which induced this pattern of responses is seen by the 
fact that it was far more characteristic of the transition to marriage 
than to any other courtship stage. 

Again there were differences between males and females in the 
areas of disillusionment. If we consider only areas composed of half or 
more disillusionment reflecting items, for men, and for women separately, 
we find that there are six such areas for women and ten such areas for 


men, The six areas for women which were all included in the men's list 
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included marital roles, having children, in-law relations, values on 
neatness, savings and money, and attitudes toward divorce. The four 
areas for men which were not ealaied for women were: personal freedom, 
sex and affection, economic roles, and religion. For men there was an 
association between romantic distortion items and disillusionment re- 
flecting items, but this was not found for women. 

The following findings emerge from the series of studies reported 
by Hobart which we have summarized briefly. 
1. There are changes in the marriage role expectations of people as they 
move from casual dating through courtship to marriage, 
2. These changes are accompanied by distinct romantic distortion of 
attitudes at the going steady and engaged, advanced courtship stages. 
There are differences in the areas in which men and women experience this 
romantic distortion. 
3. The transition from engagement to marriage is accompanied by a 
certain amount of disillusionment of the expectations entertained 
during engagement. The men experience more such areas than did women, 
4. There is evidence that when married couples leave the university campus 
community following graduation and move into the fully adult "world of 
work’ their marriage role conceptions change in such a way as to become 
more patriarchal, less permissive, more authoritarian, and less conven- 
tionally moral. 
5. The responses of married couples reflect less disagreement in married 
roles than do the responses of any other courtship status group. Disa- 
greement between married couples is not random but is associated with the 
following areas: economic roles, rearing children, values on saving, 


attitudes toward divorce, and attitudes toward mobility. 
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The Blood and Wolfe Research. In 1955 Blood and Wolfe obtained 
responses from 909 housewives to a series of questions relating to the 
role behaviors of themselves and their husbands, The subjects were 
selected in a systematic probability sampling of families in the De- 
troit metropolitan area, and of farm families in South Eastern Michieen. | ° 
Note that in contrast to the Hobart research the responses: (1) were 
obtained only from married subjects, (2) were obtained only from 
females, and (3) dealt with actual behaviors, as perceived and re- 
ported by wives, rather than with expectations of role behavior. The 
report is organized under eight headings: the power to make decisions, 
the division of labor, the economic function of the family, having 
children, companionship, understanding and emotional well-being, love, 
and stresses and strengths in American marriages. We will comment on 
their findings in each of these areas briefly in turn, 

1. A major finding of the Blood and Wolfe research is that the | 
power to make decisions in their sample was unrelated to occupation, | 
education, generation, religion, or recency of immigration. Accordingly | 
the authors conclude that the patriarchal family is dead and that power 
in the family derives from pragmatic sources: "from the resources which | 
the individual can provide to meet the needs of his marriage partner 
and to upgrade his decision-making skill. Because it is based on such 
tangible and relevant criteria, the balance of power may be said to be 
adapted to the interpersonal relationship of the two partners Lavaied sti. 
Within the range of alternatives from husband-dominance to extreme equal- 
itarianism, they found appropriateness of power to be linked with satis- 
faction in marriage. Only at the extreme of wife domination did they 
find a correlation with dissatisfaction, and the reason here appeared to 


be that the circumstances which led to the wife's dominance involved 


YF 


¢ 


*€hDPq 


a ‘nk 


Jliatas 


alia! au ny m5 bo rawiete>synggge town) eet ode 


7 ead <bih wi) cated Hise le comrp ines oft sa via 


y? ae dae 


' _s 7 : 
ak ite “oyrad pee ow i ‘2 7RRREn 
Be a hin 


0) el ” 


_ 


67 


corresponding inadequacies and incompentencies on the husband's part. 
Under these circumstances power in the marriages studied appeared to 
be a mutual recognition of individual skills in particular areas of 
competence and of the partners' dual stake in areas of joint concern, /8 

2, The authors found that the division of labor in the families 
studied is largely a matter of available time, skill, strength, con- 
venience, and economy of effort, Where the wife has more time she is 
usually responsible for more chores around the house, but when she is 
gainfully employed the husband incurs an obligation to help her out in 
what would otherwise be her exclusive task areas, Strength differen- 
tials result in the husband's assuming some responsibilities (shoveling 
snow) and skill differentials determine the allocation of other chores, 
such as keeping financial records - the most capable in this area tends 
to do it. The researchers found no consistent association of a trad- 
itional pattern of division of labor with religion, recency of 
immigration or farm origins, But they did find that 

husbands and wives tend to be specialists who complement rather 
than duplicate each other's work. The husband specializes in heavy and 
technical tasks, the wife in functions correlated with her role in life 
as childbearer and childrearer, (And thus) in general the division of 
labor in the modern family coincides with the division of labor in the 
traditional family. The reason is not so much that contemporary Americans 
are conservative in principle - for they have altered their pattern of 
decision-making to fit the times, Rather the same bio-social reasons 
which shaped the traditional family still supply differential resources 
which men and women bring to marriage. But where resources differ from 
man to man or woman to woman, the modern family adjusts its division of 
labor accordingly...the criterion which governs the contemporary division 
of labor is not custom but equity, and an equitable division of labor 
depends on the resources of time, energy and skill «hich each family 
member can contribute to the common task, 

3. Because of the extreme divorcement of economic production from 
the home today the economic function of the family depends primarily on 
the efforts of the husband who leaves the family to work in the economic 


system. It is his occupational success which determines the standard of 


living of the family. Whether or not the wife is satisfied with the re- 
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sources he procures depends on her frame of reference, The authors found 
that special family origins or ethnic communities are yet a source of 
higher than average expectations, with resulting dissatisfaction even 
with substantial affluence. One alternative for the dissatisfied wife is 
to go to work herself. Her working is taken for granted by most wives at 
the beginning of marriage, before children arrive, and more and more wives 
were returning to employment after their children were grown. When there 
were children at home the working wife's contribution was helpful and 
appreciated where family finances had been strained to a great extent. 
Otherwise her work often irritated the husband and strained the marriage. 
Of major significance is the wife's attitude toward her husband's work, 
and his relative success, particularly when she is not working. As 
time passes, the husband wife relationship is affected by the way the 
former plays his economic role, and the wife's relative satisfaction or 
disappointment, "If he plays it well, the economic function is a source 
of strength to the marriage...If he plays it badly, he retires in dis- 
grace behind a curtain of silence and she turns her attention to her 
own role in life, "80 

4, Having Children. The authors found that for most young girls, 
love, marriage, and having children are three major goals in life and 
that the latter was the greatest disappointment among the women studied. 
Depression mothers were disappointed because of the financial obstacles 
to having as many as they wanted, and younger families were frequently 
physically unable to have as many children as they wanted. There was high 
concensus on the number wanted, between two and four, and the reasons 
given were child oriented: only children are lonely; more children can- 


not be provided for as they deserve. Similarly, the sources of satisfaction 
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and of dissatisfaction with parenthood mentioned were child oriented, 
The problems mentioned relate to the children themselves: their needs, 
troubles and futures; the benefits reported are primarily the enjoyment 
of having children around and watching them grow up, rarely the security- 
oriented considerations characteristic of societies of scarcity. The 
authors found no evidence of repudiation of parenthood in their sample 
members: ''despite the headaches, the hard work, the expenses, and the 
confinement which children bring, it is a rare mother who wishes she 
hadn't gotten into the business of Peprodueeione 
5. "Companionship," the authors assert, "has emerged as the most 
valued aspect of American marriage today." The primary emphasis today 
is not on merging every asepct of married life, but rather on companion- 
ship in leisure time activities, Adequate companionship in marriage was 
found to depend on the following. (1) Time to do things together: if 
the husband works overtime, if he is obsessed with getting ahead in life, 
and if the wife is tied with a large number of children, companionship 
suffers. (2) Education which may enlarge one's appreciation of life, 
provide members with a common outlook on life, and give rise to common 
tastes for leisure time activities, (3) Similarity in religion not only 
eventuates in going to church together, but the sharing of many of the 
recreational activities which are organized by church groups. 
The authors find a distressing "unmistakable trend" when they turn 

to consideration of the extent of companionship in the families they studied. 

Primarily it is characteristic of young couples, but even more so of 
newlyweds, regardless of age...during the childrearing years, husbands and 
wives often cease doing things together, and grow apart from each other. 
When they are left with only each other again for company, their losses 


are only partially recouped, For many couples, the estrangement is per- 
manent and the second opportunity comes too late to catch fire. Such 
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couples live the later years as relative strangers under the same COOL 
searching elsewhere for companionship or resigned to a life of increasing 
loneliness, 

6. Understanding and Emotional Well-being. By contrast with the 
above, the authors conclude that though companionship may wane, ''the 
typical American wife can count on more lasting understanding from her 
er eneeoae Years of living together provide the husband with "the wisdom 
of experience" which enables him to read her experiential situation more 
accurately. Words become less necessary, both for the wife to communi- 
cate her needs, and for the husband to communicate his sympathy and con- 
cern, But new problems do require new vocal expressions of caring, and 
the distress and disability that come with old age, and the anxieties 
over replacement after divorce that age brings to aging women, do appear 
to require explicit reassurance from husbands. 

The authors find that selectivity in communication of problems 
and troubles is a mark of maturity in women, selectivity in terms of what 
and when to communicate, in view of the situation in which the husband 
finds himself. High status women in particular were found to be able to 
time their expression of need to coincide with their husband's objective 
ability to respond, For all subjects, for the husband to take time to 
listen, to discuss the problem with her, and communicate that he still 
loves and respects her was helpful, but for him to solve the problen, 
contributing his own strength to make up for her deficiencies was far 
more so, Therapy for bruised feelings is increasingly important today, 
and "perhaps more than ever before in the history of the human race, the 
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average man meets this particular need," 


7. Love and Marriage. Love and marriage are not incompatible, is 
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the general conclusion emerging from this portion of the study. Love 

is most intense and satisfying in the earliest years of marriage, and 
there is some resulting disillusionment, but only rarely did the wives 
interviewed wish they had never married, Many were more satisfied with 
the affectional part of their marriage than with any other, But there 
were differences between categories of subjects. "Low-status urbanites 
love least and divorce most, Farmers express their love relatively seldom 
without correspondingly severe consequences,'' since they, with immigrants, 
come from backgrounds which give low priority to expression of love and 
high priority to the functional interdependencies of couple members , 8° 
"Love is an artistic creation which reaches its widest perfection in the 
sophisticated upper reaches of American Society. It is a boon which a 
more leisurely, better-educated society has conferred upon its members, 
The progressive urbanization, acculturation, and education of the on- 
coming generation suggests there is likely to be correspondingly more 
expression of love in the future," 

8. Stresses and Strengths. The authors found that the major 
areas of disagreement mentioned by wives studied included money 42 per 
cent, children 29 per cent, recreation 30 per cent, personality 28 per 
cent, and inlaws 10 per cent. Only 15 per cent reported no areas of 
disagreement. That these disagreements are not the source of major dis- 
satisfaction is seen in the finding that most wives said they disagreed 
Teas with their husbands than did other families that they knew, Those 
claiming fewer disagreements were consistently more satisfied with the 
standard of living, the companionship, the understanding and the love 
provided by their husbands, while those reporting many disagreements 


were conspicuously dissatisfied with their husbands. 
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In terms of strengths, the authors found that "the vast majority 
of marriages fulfill the participant's expectations, Although very few 
wives feel that their marriages can't be improven in any respect, the 
average wife is not far from such en ente eee, Dissatisfaction was 
more characteristic of Negros of low status subjects, and of couples 
having major differences in age, education, religion, and social class 
backgrounds, ''American marriages are particularly satisfactory in their 
early eT the midst of rearing children, the marriage relationship 
tends to be subordinated. However it may retain enough vitality to re- 
assert itself when child-rearing is completed. Moreover, lessened 
enthusiasm is offset by deepened habituation in later years,"°° 

The Dunn Research. Dunn was interested in marriage role expec- 
tations, but she was concerned particularly with the content of the ex- 
pectations, rather than with the interactional implications of expecta- 
tions for disagreement, perceptions of disagreement and for empathy, as 
was Hobart. Building on the work of the latter, and using many of the 
items which he initially devised, she constructed a Marriage Role Ex- 
pectation Inventory consisting of 71 basic items. They consist of the 
general statement: "In my marriage I expect:' together with the stem, 
i.e, "that if there is a difference of opinion my husband will decide 
where to live."" There are separate forms (Form F and Form M) for male 
and female respondents, but the issues dealt with are identical in the 
two forms. Subjects respond to the items in terms of the same set of 
Likert type responses which Hobart used: "Strongly agree, agree, un- 
decided, disagree, and strongly disagree, "89 


The items deal with six different areas of marriage roles: 
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authority, homemaking, care of children, personal characteristics, social 
participation, education, and employment and support. The items re- 
flect either a distinctly traditional, or distinctly equalitarian 
orientation to each of these areas, For example, a traditional item in 
the authority area is the one quoted above, while an equalitarian item is 
"In my marriage I expect that my opinion (the wife's) will carry as much 
weight as my husband's in money matters.'"' Item's relate to both the 
husband's role as well as the wife's. The number of items per area 
range from eight to twelve. Thirty ;four items reflect an equalitarian 
orientation and 37 reflect a traditional orientation, All are scored 
in such a way that a high score is indicative of a strong equalitarian 
commitment, while a low score is reflective of a strong traditional 
aanmbanctee Ss 
The items are scored so as to yield:sub-scores for each of the 
six areas, authority, homemaking, etc., and a total score, Dunn suggests 
in her Teachers and Counselors Guide that scores in the 0 to 18 range 
reflect a traditional orientation, those in the 19 to 35 range reflect a 
moderately traditional orientation and those in the 36 to 53 and 54 to 
71 ranges reflect moderately equalitarian and equalitarian orientations, 
acerra Malai 
Two sets of research findings based on use of this instrument 
were found in the literature, which will be reported on briefly. Dunn 
obtained data from 436 predominantly Protestant, unmarried white high 
school seniors from 14 Northern Louisiana High Schools during the spring 
OF 1959.°> In general she found that her subjects had the strongest 


traditional expectations in the areas of employment and support and 
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homemaking, and the least traditional expectations in the areas of social 
participation and personal characteristics, followed by the education, 
child care, and authority areas, Statistically significant differences 
between various categories of respondents were found as follows. Urban 
residents were found to be more equalitarian than rural residents in 
regard to care of children, personality characteristics, education, and 
total scores. Lower class respondents scored higher on traditionalism 
than middle or upper class respondents in care of children, education, 
financial support, and the total score. Girls were more equalitarian 
than boys in terms of authority, care of children, personal characteris-~ 
tics, financial support and employment, and the total score. However 
they were more traditional than boys in regard to homemaking. Although 
generally marriedsubjects were more equalitarian than single subjects 
this tendency was not statistically significant. The only statistically 
significant pattern showed that married subjects had a more traditional 
approach to the education area than did unmarried subjects. 

Moser reported on the respondents to the Dunn Inventory of 354 
white, twelfth grade students enrolled in an urban high school in Florida. 
Independent variables used in his study included sex, social class, re- 
ligious affiliation, a mental maturity (I.Q.) test, number of siblings 
and sex of siblings. Interestingly, none of these was found to be 
significantly associated with the total inventory scores. Boys were 
found to be significantly more equalitarian in the authority of home- 
making areas, but less equalitarian in the employment area than girls. 
Only for the education area were there differences by social class, and 


here it was found that the middle class subjects were more equalitarian, 


Religious affiliation was associated only with the personal characteristics 
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area, and here no affiliation respondents were found to be more equali- 
tarian than Protestants, and Protestants were more so than Catholics. 
I.Q. was significantly associated with the personal characteristics, 
social participation, and education areas, and in all cases the relation- 
ship of 1.Q, with equalitarianism was direct. Number of siblings was 
associated significantly only with equalitarianism in the education area, 


96 
and the relationship was found to be inverse, 


Summary of Literature on Conceptions of Marital Roles, 
This review of the literature on published studies of conceptions 
of marital roles which have been made in North America has provided us 


with an instrument, with expectations or hypotheses concerning the re- 


lationships to be found in this area, and with a warning concerning the 


limitations of the findings forthcoming from the present study. 

The instrument to be used is a Marital Role Expectation Inventory 
consisting of a set of Likert type statements relating to the roles of 
husbands or wives which emphasize a more egalitarian or a more tradi- 
tional definition of these roles. These statements may be selected from 
the Inventories which Hobart and Dunn have each drawn up and pretested on 
American university student samples. 

The expectations or hypotheses concerning the relationships between 


characteristics of respondents and their marital role expectations are 


-drawn from the megre literature which has used the Dunn Marriage Role 


Expectation Inventory, and may be summarized as follows. Subjects will 
differ in the degree of egalitarianism or traditionalism of their marital 
role expectations, as follows, 

Those from urban backgrounds will be more egalitarian than those 
from rural backgrounds. Middle and upper class respondents will be more 


egalitarian than those from lower class backgrounds, 
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Females will be more egalitarian than males in all areas with 

the exception of homemaking. 

| Subjects will differ in terms of religious affiliation, such 
that Roman Catholic subjects are more traditional than Protestants, and 
Protestants are more traditional than those with no affiliation. 

Subjects who are academically more proficient will be more egali- 
tarian than those who are less proficient. 

It is clear that these hypotheses are suggested by the findings of 
Dunn and Moser, cited above. 

The warning concerning the limitations of the findings forth- 
coming from the present study emerges from Hobart's comparison of the 
marital role expectations of subjects at different stages of courtship, 
and from his longitudinal study of changes in subjects attitudes after 
they left university. From the former comparison comes the finding that 
the responses of advanced courtship - going steady and engaged - sub- 
jects are somewhat romantically distorted in the direction of emphasizing 
the helpfulness of each mate toward the other in discharging their obli- 
gations. And from the longitudinal study comes the finding that after 
even married couples left the university campus and moved out into the 
"world of work" their marriage role conceptions change so as to become 
more authoritarian, less permissive, and less conventionally moral. The 
implication is clearly that the expectations of the student subjects who 
were studied in the present research will similarly change, when they 
leave university. 

The implication of this is that we can inter little definitely con- 


cerning the marriage role conceptions that the subjects may have four or 
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five years after they filled out their questionnaires. However the 
marriage role expectation inventory can be used to identify subjects who 
are more permissive and less permissive while they are in university, 
and to attempt to discover the background characteristics of these 
Canadian subjects which are associated with more or less permissive 
orientations, Thus the Hobart finding does question the descriptive 
significance of the study, in so far as we are interested in what sub- 
jects attitudes are likely to be at some future date, However it does 
not cast doubt on the analytical significance of the study, which seeks 


to identify what kinds of people tend to have what patterns of conceptions, 
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Chapter III 


Methodology of the Present Study 

In most of survey research, and especially in research in- 
volving contacting sizable samples of the population for data 
collecting purposes, the conception and design of the research is 
relatively easy. It is the effective implementation of the design 
that is difficult, for here it is that the sample which was antici- 
pated erodes away because of high mobility rates, or high refusal 
rates or other reasons, The data become unusable as planned, be- 
cause of too frequent omission of key items, or because inter- 
viewer effect compromises the validity of items, or because of 
jocular responses to items, etc, The present study was distinctly 
vulnerable to all of these pitfalls, and more. What were the 
strategies used in collecting the data, and what was their success 
in forestalling these various difficulties? The answers to these 
questions comprise the subject matter of the present chapter. 
Specifically we shall deal with the content of the questionnaires, 
the data collection process, the sampling procedures, and the 


analytic design of this study. 


I, Content of the Questionnaire 
Copies of the English and the French versions of the 
questionnaire are found in Appendices A and B, In this first section 
of the chapter we shall describe the items used as indices of the 
dependent variables studied first and those used as indices of the 


independent variables studied second. Description of the English 
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questionnaire will precede discussion of the discrepancies between 
it and the French schedule. 

The English Questionnaire. Generally this study is concerned 
with changing orientations to courtship and marriage. In practice 
this meant that three areas of attitudes and behaviour, three 
effect areas were of interest, The first had to do with changing 
courtship interaction, and more specifically, sexual interaction, 
that is, the kinds of intimacies seen as appropriate, and shared 
in at various stages of courtship. From a causal perspective, here 
we are interested, of course, in the kinds of background experience 
associated with more or less permissive sexual behaviour, The 
questionnaire items which were included here included questions 
dealing both with subjects' attitudes and with their actual ex- 
periences. The major index of attitudes used was Reiss Premarital 
Sexual Permissiveness Seale put in addition various other items 
dealing with attitudes toward various types of premarital sexual 
intimacy, some drawn from Riess, some from Mann, and some original 
to the present study. The Sex permissiveness scale is a 24 item 
Gutman scale which probes subjects attitudes on (1) what degrees 
of physical intimacy (2) are appropriate to men, and to women, 
given (3) different degrees of courtship and/or emotional involvement. 

Other items probed the sexually relevant experiences of sub- 
jects, including the age of first experience, number of partners 
with whom the respondent was experienced, number of experiences per 


kind of partner, and the courtship and/or emotional relationships of 


the respondent with these partners, 
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\f The third area of interest has to do with changes in concep- 
tions of the obligations and privileges of husbands and wives 
following marriage. Included are conceptions of the number of 
children it is desirable to have, the child rearing responsibilities 
of each, the work of family obligations of each, the circumstances 
under which the marriage could justifiably and should be dissolved, 
etc. The questions relating to the marriage role obligations of 
husbands and wives were selected from the Hobart Maritdal Role 
Expectation and the Dunn Marriage Role Expectation Inventories. and 
were scored according to the technique suggested by Dunn, 

A selection of Shobin's Parent Child Attitude scale was 
used to determine respondents conceptions of appropriate child 

3 

rearing goals and techniques. 

The second area of interest fell between these two. As we 
saw in the preceding chapter there is increasing evidence that 
what we have called "trial marriage"! - in which a couple begin to 
share bed and board in a (usually) monogamous, non-temporary re- 
lationship, but without commitment to permanency or legal formali- 
zation of the union is becoming more frequent in North America today. 
We were interested in the extent to which the subjects we studied, 
or their siblings or friends and acquaintances, had ever been in- 
volved in trial marriages, and in what the attitudes of respondents 
would be toward such arrangements, conceptions of their advantages 
and disadvantages, etc. 
Questionnaire items used as indices relevant to the first area, 


dealt with the subjects information about such relationships, 
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his experience of such a relationship, if any, and his attitudes 

toward such arrangements, Subjects were asked if they knew of any 
couples living together on a trial marriage basis, and if so, whether 
any members of such couples were friends or relatives of the respondent, 
They were asked if they had ever been involved in such a relationship 
themselves, and if so, how many, and why those now terminated had 

ended when they did. They were asked finally to rate the desirability 
of and justification for such relationships, and to indicate witae 

they felt would be the disadvantages, if any, and the advantages, if 
any, of such relationships. 

These three areas constitute the subject areas investigated in 
this study. But more analytically these were "effects" or dependent 
variables whose ''causes'" or predictors we were interested in estab- 
lishing as completely as possible. Accordingly a large number of 
items were included in the questionnaire which, it was hoped, would 
shed some light on the possible causes of variations in orientations 
to courtship and marriage. These included information on: generation 
of Canadian residence, areas of residence, amount of physical-mobility 
the respondent had experienced, occupation and amount of education of 
the respondent's father and mother, denominational membership, church 
attendance and devoutness of the respondent, and of his mother and 
father, his marks in school, his attitudes toward his parents, self 
ratings of his attractiveness, his success in attainment of his goals, 
his perception of the clarity with which society defines sexual behaviour, 
his own extent of confusion in this area, his current living arrangements 


his opportunities for entertaining opposite sex members alone, etc, 
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Several scales were included to index respondents' attitudes and 


ip 


motivations, These included a Romantic Love Gutman Scale‘ devised 

by Reiss, a Protestant Ethic Scale? designed to measure the res- 
pondent's commitment to work and production values vs. leisure ang 
consumption values, and an abbreviated version of Dean's Alienation 
Scale, © designed to measure, The component items of these scales may 
be found in the questionnaire schedule in Appendix A, 

The French Questionnaire, The design of this study called for 
the administration of identical questionnaires to English Canadian 
and to French Canadian samples, It was of course recognized that a 
French translation of the original English questionnaire would have to 
be made, and that differences in Rae lishiend French adolescent sub- 
cultures and/or courtship practices might necessitate changing the 
phrasing of a few items, These were the procedures described by the 
investigator when he interviewed a prospective French Canadian 
research assistant, a graduate student in Sociology at the University 
de Montreal, and his graduate adviser who had been kind enough to 
suggest the student. In order to discuss the feasibility of this 
design we spent a number of hours painstakingly going over a first 
draft of the questionnaire, item by item in order to evaluate the 
acceptability of the items to French Canadian students, and to dis- 
cover whether any serious problems of translation were to be antici- 
pated, The only problem which was come to light during the course 
of this lengthy discussion was that the concept and the practice of 
"petting" and more specifically the distinction between "light" or 


"above the belt" and "heavy" or "below the belt" petting, which did 
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not lead on to sex intercourse, appeared not to exist among French 
Canadian young people, The behaviours to which these phrases referred 
were clarified, and it was agreed that the collaborator would modify 
these items but only as much as was necessary to refer to the most 
nearly comparable practices among French Canadian young people. The 
research assistant was to hire a professional translator to make the 
translation of the English questionnaire and the assistant was to 
proof read the translation to insure that the sociological import of 
items was not changed in the process of translation, 

Unfortunately the research assistant failed to implement ao iy 
translation process in accordance with this agreement. In the first fi 
place, instead of hiring a professional translator he elected to do 
the translating himself. In this process and without consultation or 
authorization by the researcher he made numerous changes in the content 
of the questionnaire, Why it was that he felt so free to-do etnies) ts 
not known; other difficulties with his work eventually came to light 
so that the working relationship with him was eventually terminated 
rather abruptly and before he could be prevailed upon to give an ex- 
planation for what he had done. His changes included the complete 
omission of many items, changing the meanings of a number of items, 
inserting a number of new items, and changing the number of response 
alternatives to many items. Most frequently omitted were "open 
ended’ questions to which the respondent was asked to write out an answer; 
there were 20 such questions in the English schedule but only two of 


these were included in the French translation. A number of fixed 


response alternative questions were omitted as well, so that a total 
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of 48 questions were omitted in the translation, A number of items 
were significantly and deliberately changed in the process of trans- 
lation; for example item VII - 20, "What would be your reaction, if 
you had a 19 year old sister living away from home, and you discovered 


that she and a university student were living together, though not yy 


f 
1, Ar 
{A 


married?" was changed to "Quelle serait votre reaction si vous ap- 
preniez que votre soeur est la "maitresse" d'un de vos meilleurs 
amis?" "What would be your reaction if you learned that your sister 
is the "mistress" of one of your best friends?" One set of several 
new questions which were added to the schedule were the seven items 
of short form Maudsley Neuroticism eects A particularly serious 
change was that all of the attitude items on the English questionnaire 
gave the respondent six response alternatives: "strong agree", "medium 
agree" and "slight agree", and "strong disagree", "medium disagree", 
and "slight disagree", In the French questionnaire only four response 
alternatives were provided: "entirement d'accord", "partiellement 
d"accord", “"partiellement en desacord", and "entierement en desaccord". 
The problem that this posed, of course, was that the same scoring 
techniques could not be used with the English and the French data; thus 
the findings from the two samples cannot be directly compared with each 
other. This circumstance necessitated the separate analyses of the 
French and the English data found in this study and of course they 
make very questionable the comparison of the English and French data, 
at many points, 

Scoring the Scales Used in the Present Study, Three of the 


scales used in the present study which were originally devised by 
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TABLE I 


(COEFFICIENTS OF REPRODUCIBILITY OF MALE AND FEMALE PERMISSIVENESS SCALES 


AND OF ROMANTICISM SCALES, BY ENGLISH AND FRENCH CANADIAN SAMPLES 


Samples 
Scale English French 
Male Permissiveness Scale - 934 905 
Female Permissiveness Scale ~938 - 908 


Romantic Love Scale 2033 ~028 


oF 


Reiss, were found by him to meet the criteria of a Gutman scale. 
These were the Male Sex Permissiveness Scale, the Female Sex Per- 
missiveness scale, and the Romantic Love Scale, 

In the present study data derived from these scales were sub- 
jected to scaleogram analysis to test their scalability with samples. 
This was performed separately for the English and the French Canadian 
samples, since the latter responded to a translation of Reiss original 
items. The results of this analysis are found in Table I, The data 
show that the coefficients of reproducibility for the Male and Female 
Sex Permissiveness Scales were over .90 for both the French and the 
English Canadian samples when the responses to these scales — 
dichotemized into "agree" and "disagree" groupings, thus conforming to 
Gutman scale criteria. However the coefficients of reproducibility for 
the two samples on the Romantic Love scale fell below this criterion, 
when the responses are similarly dichotemized, 

Accordingly in the analyses that follow Male and Female Sex 
Permissiveness will be indexed in terms of the six scale types which 
these scales yield. The Romantic Love Scale will be viewed not as a 
Gutman scale but rather as a Likert scale. Subjects responses were 
scored accordingly: Strong, Medium, and Slight Agreement with romantic 
statements were scored 6, 5, and 4 respectively, and Strong, Medium, and 
Slight Disagreement with Romantic statements were scored 3, 2, and l. 

In the case of the three items of the 8 item Romantic Love Scale which 
affirmed non-romantic propositions, these scoring weights were reversed. 

There were four other sets of items or "scales" used in the present 


study: a Marriage Role Expectation Inventory which was composed in turn 
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of 6 sub-scales, nine items from the Shobin Parent Attitudes Inventory, 
twelve items from the Dean Alienation scale, and a Protestant Ethic 
Scale. All of these but the latter utilized the same set of response 
alternatives specified above, and all of these were scored as Likert 
scales in exactly the same way. In the case of the Protestant Ethic 
Scale subjects were asked whether they agreed or disagreed with each 
of the five statements, and then to indicate whether they felt "very 
Strongly, "fairly Strongly," or not too Strongly," about the statement, 
These measures of intensity of agreement or disagreement with the Pro- 
testant Ethic items were scored according to the usual Likert pro- 
cedure, with Very Strong agreement given a weight of 6 and Very strong 


disagreement given a weight of 4, 


93. 


II, Data Collection Procedures 

Following construction of the first English draft of the 
questionnaire it was pretested on a class of 200 students in a Princi- 
ples of Sociology class at the University of Alberta. The French 
version was pretested by administering it to a class at the University 
of Montreal, and by discussing it in a graduate seminar in Methodology 
in the Sociology Department, The purpose of the pretesting was to dis- 
cover whether there was ambiguity in any of the questions asked and 
whether any of the questions offended the sensibilities of those who 
filled them out, Students were instructed to react by writing freely in 
the margins where there were questions they found unclear or offensive, 
In this way a few ambiguous questions were identified and either modi- 
fied or eliminated, Surprisingly there was almost no objection to the 
content of the questions although many of them probed for details con- 
cerning physical intimacies in which respondents had engaged, 8 

One point which did come to light during the pre-testing was the 
concern of subjects that others not be able to look over their 
shoulders at the responses they were making as they filled out the 
questionnaire, This concern confirmed our anticipation that the 
"delicate" nature of much of the material requested in the schedule . 
should indicate use of a self administering questionnaire rather than 
an interviewer administered schedule, 


The following procedure was decided upon for recruiting the 
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sample members, and soliciting their help. After the sample 

had been drawn the members would be contacted, by telephone if 

possible, and otherwise by mail. In either case an explanation 

would be given that a study was being made of changing orientations 

to courtship and marriage for the Royal Commission on the Status 

of Women in Canada, by a member of the Sociology Department of the 
University of Alberta, The subject addresses had been selected through 
a random sampling procedure and accordingly his cooperation was 
earnestly requested by filling out a comers © The subject 

was asked to come to a centrally accessible room to fill it out, 

and if he agreed was asked to indicate the day when he would come, 

Once he arrived an assistant gave him a questionnaire, and seated 

him at a table or desk, the arrangements being such that there 

was no possibility of others present looking at his responses as 

he filled out the questionnaire. The only instructions given 

were the request to fill the questionnaire out completely, not to 

skip any items at all, (pronounced with emphasis), and to slip 

the completed questionnaire into an unmarked manila envelope before 
returning it to the assistant, When he returned the envelope con- 
taining the questionnaire he was asked to cross his name off the list 

of those who had promised to come in on that day. Those receiving the 
request through the mail were asked tO return a stamped and self addressed 
postcard indicating when they would come in to fill out the questionnaire. 
When a sample member missed his "appointment" and failed to show up when 
he had said that he would he was again telephoned that same evening. In 


this call he was told we were sorry that he had not found it possible to 
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come in that day, and was asked when it would next be convenient for 
him to come in, Every effort was made (1) to avoid making sample 
members feel guilty over missed appointments, but also (2) to "pin 
them down" to a new appointment date. 

This was the data collection procedure used with the two samples 
drawn in Edmonton Alberta and the one sample drawn in Waterloo, Ontario 
and they worked very satisfactorily, as we shall see below. The pro- 
cedures used by the collaborator at the University of Montreal were 
quite different, however. When the researcher met with the French 
Canadian assistant to discuss the whole research endeavor with him, the 
above procedures were discussed and clarified, and it was agreed that 
they would be used with the Montreal sample. Later, however, the 
Montreal assistant had second thoughts. Over the telephone he 
announced that he had abandoned the agreed upon procedures, without 
trial of them, because he feared they would not succeed, Specifically, 
he was fearful that with up to 60 per cent of the students at the 
Ugdycast ihe de Montreal - from which one of the samples was to be 
drawn - favoring separatism, a study sponsored by the Royal Commission 
on the Status of Women would enlist no support from the majority of 
students, Further he was fearful of the blase and uncooperative 
attitude in regard to questionnaire studies which he felt among his 
fellow students. 

The data collection procedure which he proposed was as follows. 
He would mail out a copy of the questionnaire to the sample members, 
together with a cover letter explaining the nature of the study but 


neglecting to mention that the study had Royal Commission auspices. 
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After a week or so he would appear personally at the residence of 
each sample member in order to pick up the questionnaire. 

The researcher reacted quite negatively to this proposal 
for two reasons, In the first place this procedure surrendered 
our control over the situation in which the questionnaire was filled 
out. Accordingly I was fearful first that respondents might be in 
the presence of others at tine time that they began to look it over, 
have an amused or "silly" reaction to some of the intimacy probing 
questions and make some kind of group game out of making absurd 
answers to the questions asked, Another reaction might be to 
simply discard it, particularly if the respondent was shocked, angered, 
or embarrassed by some of the questions asked. The other potential 
that I feared in this situation was that the questionnaire might fall 
into the hands of parents who might be shocked or angered by the 
content of the questionnaire, perhaps to the extent even of raising 
a public outcry, 

I discussed these misgivings in some detail with the staff 
member at the University de Montreal who was adviser to my assistant 
there. I was especially concerned that the procedure which I advocated 
was being abandoned without pre-test to determine whether or not it 
would be adequately successful. The staff member acknowledged the 
validity of my fears, but supported judgement of the assistant so vig- 
orously that I had no alternative but to go along with his proposals 
since I had no alternative assistant available to put my procedures into 
practice, As it turned out two of my fears were not justified: there was 


no public outcry by any parents of members of the University of Montreal 


oF, 


sample, nor does careful reading of their questionnaires suggest that 
they were taken lightly or filled out absurdly. However we shall see 
that the rate of return was distressingly low. 

Administration of the questionnaires to the trade school 
students in Montreal involved yet another procedure. Here the collection 
of data took place very late in the school year because there had been 
rather lengthy delays in obtaining necessary permission from the 
Quebec Provincial Department of Education, Accordingly, the assistant 
abandoned the procedure of individual sampling without consulting the 
principle investigator. A sample of trade school classes of students, 
rather than individual students was drawn and the questionnaire was 
administered en mass to these students in two sessions in a large 
auditorium, 

III, Sampling Procedures 

The reader will recall that some of the considerations which were 
basic to the sampling design of this study were discussed in Chapter I. 
It was decided to sample students in late adolescence because this was the 
group which, it was felt, would be shaping the morality of the next decade or two, 
which was sufficiently intellectually and heterosexually eine have for- 
mulated attitudes and opinions and had experiences relevant to changing 
orientations to courtship and marriage, University students would be 
clearly in the middle, or upper middle class, and to some extent the upper 
class members of tomorrow. They would have a significant voice in defining 
new orientations and the moralities that defended them, Trade school 
students would move into the lower middle class and to some extent into 


the working class. These are the groups which tend to defend middle class 
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"respectability", at times compulsively, against the threat of lower 
class laxness. Thus the decision to study samples of university and 
trade school students was arrived at. 

Decisions had to be made whether to sample first and second, or 
third and fourth year students, and from which faculties of the 
university and which training programs of the trade schools the 
students should be selected, These had to be decided in such a way 
as to maximize the comparability between samples from various sources, 
as well as to attempt to guarantee coverage of the student population, 
The solutions were not easily arrived at. Relative to University of 
Alberta students, for example, University of Montreal students in most 
faculties tended to be older, and trade school students tended to be 
younger. The Montreal students were older because in the Quebec educa- 
tional system the university is more of a graduate training institution. 
Students go there after completing training at a "college' in most 
cases which has provided the equivalent of junior college training, 

aol 

and_in-some’ cases of undergraduate training, in the Alberta system. By 
contrast the largest proportion of trade school students are enrolled 

in one year training programs with a smaller proportion in two year 
programs and smaller groups yet in three year programs. Girls were 
particularly infrequently enrolled in the two and three year programs. 
Because, particularly of the close relationships between heterosexual 
experience and age that have been demonstrated in previous studies, and 
the relationships between experience and attitudes that were anticipated 


we wanted to maximize the age of students as much as possible, Put 


differently, we anticipated that the experience of attending trade 
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school or university in the city would have a distinctly erosive 
effect on the home and high school conditioned standards of sexual 
behaviour, particularly among students who had been maximally exposed 
to this erosive influence, 

Accordingly the decision was made to sample third and fourth 
year undergraduate students at the University of Alberta, second, 
third and fourth year students at the trade school in Edmonton, a 
similar group at the trade school in Montreal, and first and second 
year undergraduate students at the University of Montreal. In practice 
since the majority of undergraduate students at the University of 
Alberta are enrolled in the three year pass degree program and only 
about 14 per cent of the Arts and Science Faculty students are enrolled 
in honors programs this meant that most members of this sub-sample were 
third year students, as we shall see, The Edmonton trade school sample 
was drawn to include all third and fourth year students enrolled and 
enough second year students to raise the total to the desired sample 
size. At the trade school in Montreal, similarly the sample was drawn 
from classes containing primarily first and second year students, al- 
though a certain number of third year students were included as well. 
The first and second year students at the University of Montreal vere 
selected as most comparable with third and fourth year students at the 
University of Alberta. 

Selection of faculties to be included in the sampling at the two 
universities was also made in such a way as to maximize comparability 
of the two samples, Accordingly the initial sample of University of 
Alberta students was drawn from the Faculties of Arts, Science, Engineer- 


ing, Nursing and Medicine and Law. The initial sample of University 
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of Montreal students was drawn from the Faculties of Arts, Science, 
Engineering, Law, Medicine. 

The sample design called for attaining questionnaire responses 
from about 100 male and 100 female students at each of four schools: 
The University of Alberta, the University of Montreal, a trade school 
in Alberta, and a trade school in Montreal. This original sample was 
actually augmented in two ways. 

First, the response of the initial sample at the University of 
Alberta was so prompt and complete that the cost of this aspect of 
the study was well below the amount budgeted. Moreover, there was 
reason to fear that the sample as drawn was not representative of 
certain components of the student body, specifically those from more 
rural areas. Accordingly another sample was drawn from students enrolled 
in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. 

Second, an opportunity presented itself to obtain a sample of 
students at the University of Waterloo at minimum cost, through the 
friendly cooperation of Dr. Karl Peter, a former student of the in- 
vestigator, Accordingly here again an effort was made to obtain 100 
male and 100 female third and fourth year students at the University of 
Waterloo, drawn from the faculties of Arts, Science, Engineering, 
Nursing and Law and Medicine, 

Rate of Return of the Questionnaires, Studies have shown that 
when one is seeking information on sexual behaviour from interview or 
questionnaire respondents, those willing to cooperate tend to be liberal 
in their standards and behavior, while those not willing to respond 


tend to be more conservative or conventional. Accordingly a necessary 
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condition for valid data in this area is a high response rate: the lower 
the rate the more likely are the findings of the research to err on 
the side of permissive. Considering only this factor there is basis 
for a high level of confidence in the representativeness of the data 
for the English sub-sample but there is scant basis for confidence in 
the representativeness of the data for the French Canadian sub sample, 
Data relevant to the rate of return from the English sub sample 
is found in Table II, which shows the disposition of the total English 
Canadian sample, by school, and by telephone vs. mail contact. An 
initial combined sample of 978 subjects was drawn at the three English 
Canadian schools, Of these a total of 203 were either ineligible (124) 
because they were of Caucasian ancestry, or over 27 years of age, or 
because they had taken holy orders, or they could not be contacted 
(79). An additional 46 subjects were drawn at the various schools in 
order to substitute for this erosion of the original sample, these 
substitutes being drawn from the same faculties and year levels as the 
original sample members. Thus of the total sample drawn of 1024 (in- 
cluding the original members and the substitutes) 821 subjects or 80,2 
per cent proved to be eligible and contactable. Adequately complete 
returns were actually received from 710 giving a rate of return of 
86.5 per cent; a quite adequately high rate of return for a study of 
this kind. At the time of the coding of the questionnaires it was 


found that 10 of them were filled in by subjects who were either over 
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27 years of age or were of non-Caucasian ancestry. Thus the number of 


returns from English Canadian subjects on which this study is based is 


700, 


oi? 


lta Fa. ree fe iY . 
sd as 4 ; ; r vine salle. “avindieriag Yo ebie oft - 


-_ / 
_ ; 
- S ® 
: pba i niviews te favs! ' - 
aS 
) a | i ‘ ee-cwe wet ! : ? 
é f ro it oe | { - 
° 
+ 
‘ ‘ 
. a 
a) 
i 
- 
‘ ‘ J Lees ; 
3 5 
oy 7 7 
' 
7 1a - ‘ ui ; | } ; 


at Espodt a] If Pp, Mo @2 uA ; rm YagneS feligad « al ay) OT Oe 


103 


Table II shows that there were significant differences in the 
rate of return by those who were contacted by telephone in contrast 
to those contacted by mail only. A very much higher proportion of 
the formers 91. 2@perecentsvinicontras tito: the-latters69f%0tpericent 
returned questionnaires, Similarly there were differences between the 
schools in rate of returns, The highest rate of return was at the 
University of Waterloo, 91.6 per cent, followed by the University of 
Alberta, 87.8 per cent, and the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, 
LOW, pethcent, Ethenmlourratelor returnpofithellattenois*strong)ly line 
fluenced by high proportion in this category which had to be contacted 
by mail, and the very low rate of return from the mail contact sub- 
jects, Of the 66 NAIT students who could only be contacted by mail, 
only 27 or 40.9 per cent biiledpabt the schedule whereas 94.2 per cent 
of the 189 eligible students contacted by telephone did so. We have 
reason to believe that a substantive portion of these were in fact out 
of the city, in the apprenticeship training programs in other parts of 
the Province which are a part of the training routine in many of the 
programs at the school. These subjects' letters were forwarded to them 
by the Post Office - but we suspect that since they were not accessible 
to the school where the questionnaires were available, they simply 
didn't bother to answer. 

The implications of the above is that a substantial proportion 
of the non-response rate, was supplied by subjects contacted only by 
mail, no doubt because a letter has neither the persuasive nor the 
pressuring consequence of a live voice on the telephone. Mail contact 
only subjects made up only 21.2 per cent of the total contactable and 


eligible English sub-sample, but they accounted for almost one half, 


7 a 
" — moo cy OD a Yortal ane we. eas _— we aye var <. te v4 
A de i a (Msis710 awe eats abe ts Biot Pagina f tx 
eG 
| ; b =) y 021? ,ealawd t i 
f ; ,tusvo 4 
‘ , 3% Ma i aelf 
i ir % i 
7 t : » TiAh A 
| : ' #%%@ ‘ } 
J i ; ia { 
: 1 red e-Teilt evelfad 
' ied - 4 y 4 
: i 4 
a ) #1 it aT ° . 92 
« { gS 5 Sq itive - + 
AT iy r wads a [favn orew estinnnAla etin @(75 wis iw (oun: 
, . d WE ele Ss Fy 
. Soman oF Pore 
bi OLS Tiaty ib hinadsaee itt 2 wyoé 409 40 qugidaetined ott 


rdése al bab tye, Ga 


je hie’ bastaae BY 


? 


sath son digit “yaad! ai ‘| 


7 Phudirdg Lion ae ae 
y 
pa 


he -alision jnoy 1a9832 


ee 1 hey We Getaernse aeuitr © 


SIR 2eaggres7 init oe 


Silt 
7 
7 
: 
lng ; 
. 


104 


48.6 per cent of the non-respondents, This is significant in two 
ways. For about 80 per cent of the sample - those contactable by 
phone - the rate of non response was slightly less than 9 per cent, 
And for the 20 per cent having the higher non-response rate there is 
no reason to believe that the respondents differ from non-respondents 
in terms of sex permissiveness because sex was no where mentioned, 
either in the letters sent out or in the telephoned invitations to 
sample members to cooperate in the study. 

In sum, in so far as the biasing effects of non-response is con- 
cerned there is no reason to believe that the returns here analyzed are 
biased either toward more or less of permissiveness than is found in 
the populations from which the samples were drawn. 

The returns from the French Sampling were as follows. A sample 
of 260 students at the University of Montreal was drawn fon which 
Teturnssweresreceived from 135. ore just.over, half. (51.9. per cent)..»-A 
second effort was made to augment the university sample during June and 
July, 1968. At this time another sample was again drawn using the same 
criteria as before, and these subjects were contacted by telephone, 
the purpose of the research explained to them, and their cooperation was 
solicited. One hundred and ten, half male and half female indicated 
that they would fill out the questionnaire. Questionnaires were then 
mailed to them, but in the month preceding the Mail strike which began 
in mid July only 27 returns were received, giving a rate of return of 
only 24.5 per cent from this second sampling. Thus the 162 question- 
naires received rate of return from the University of Montreal combined 


sample of 370 to whom questionnaires were mailed was only 43.8 per cent. 


; ino ape , abe be 
Te See Ae 2 = eee 
inate veep @ rmde aml el@agrts sew caneg; r 


jl) yabowl 


tps eT? 
Lo Yee 15% bail 


beblay 


105 


TABLE III 


SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF SUBJECTS 


STUDIED FOR ENGLISH AND FRENCH CANADIAN SAMPLES 


CHARACTERISTIC 


Sex - Male Respondents 
Age - Aged 20 or less 

Aged 20 or more 
Siblings - none or one only 

4 or more 
Born outside Canada 
Generation in Canada first 
2nd or less 
Has ever lived on a farm 
Lived in one place all their lives 
Lived in 5 or more different places 
Lived longest in a city over 80,000 
Occupation of father farmer 
manual worker 
Education of father - some university 
Education of mother - some university 
Mother never worked 
Respondents! parents living together 
Average marks in high school less than 66% 
Roman Catholic affiliation 
Attend church 4 or more times/month 
Ratedusel te notevery sore motrateallirelicious!! 
Income no more than $5000 
Income over $11,000 
Male respondents own a car 
Now engaged or married 
Ever engaged or married 
Live at home with family 
Gould entertain opposite sex friend 
alone anytime at all 

peli rating es “wquite' Mors fairly attractive! 
High School controls "very", or "somewhat strict" 
High School controls confused 
Males ever experienced intercourse 
Females ever experienced intercourse 


*Percentages are proportion of those answering the question, 


ENGLISH 
N Ie 
336 48.0 
20935; 29.8 
142, 20.3 
219 31.3 
184 26.3 
85 Vat 
206 29.6 
266 38.3 
235 33.7 
2 16.0 
258 37.0 
115>, 2 16.8 
1877 0 22704 
86 ee 
39 5.5 
375 54.2 
602 86.0 
287 41.6 
137 20.6 
161 2301 
322 46.4 
141 20.8 
147 21.6 
165 58.1 
111 16.0 
190 2732 
201 Boe 
145 23.8 
291 hei 
325 46.6 
150 DLS 
188 56.4 
155 43.0 


FRENCH 
N To 
205 DOR 
279 69.0 
41 LOe2 
79 19.6 
192 47.4 
5 Wee 
61 Bod 
159 GR 
203 50.7 
39 iy, 
168 44.6 
59 8.8 
Sal 42.9 
38 9.4 
5 Lee 
Si ipl 1oton 
344 Spee 
70 17.8 
386 98 
220 54.8 
LG 7 41.6 
sy Boaz 
53 14.1 
23 L256 
1L3} S72 
27 6.7 
25> 66,2 
88 2256 
108 Dias 
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No Data 
128 63.1 
59 2989 
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Precise data on the rate of return from the Montreal trade school 
sample is lacking, It is known that the questionnaire was filled out by 
242 members of the classes included in the sample who were in atten- 
dance on the day that the questionnaire was administered. However 
what the full enrollment of these classes should have been, that ise 
what proportion of students were absent at the time it was administered, 
and what the rate of non-response was, are not known. 

In sum while the rate of return from the Montreal trade school 
although not precisely known, appears to be quite satisfactory, this 
is far from true of the University of Montreal sample. The difficulty 
is not only was the combined rate of return only 43.8 per cent from the 
two samplings; but all included in the sample did receive copies of the 
questionnaire, Thus whereas non-respondents in Alberta were not aware 
that it was a questionnaire dealing in part with sexual attitudes and 
behaviors that they chose not to fill out, non-respondents in Montreal 
were aware of this. Thus the biasing trend which was noted above, for 
respondents to be distinctly more permissive in their sexual orientation, 
may very well be operating with the French Canadian respondents. 

Characteristics of the Sample Studied. In Table III is found a 
listing of some of the more informing characteristics of the samples 
which were studied. I will comment on some points of comparison be- 
tween the English and French Canadian samples. 

The data show a number of interesting contrasts between the two 
samples, The members of the French Canadian were distinctly younger: 
with 69 per cent as compared with 29.8 per cent of the English Canadian 
sample aged 20 or less, and they came from larger families, 47.4 percent 


having 4 or more siblings as compared with 26.3 per cent of the latter, 
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The English Canadians were more often born outside of Canada (12.1 per 
cent vs. 1,2 per cent). They were also more mobile, only one third 
having lived in one place all their lives as compared with half of 

the French Canadians. The same proportions had lived on a farm in 
both samples, but more French than English Canadians had lived longest 
in a large city. The former reported their fathers were farmers only 
half as often (8.8 per cent) as the latter (16.8 per cent) but they 
far more often reported their fathers were manual workers - 42.9 per 
cent as compared with 27,4 per cent, There were parallel differences 
between the two samples in educational attainments of mothers and 
fathers, and in family income, Twenty one per cent of the English 
Canadians and 35.2 per cent of the French Canadians reporting no more 
than $5000 of family income. These differences in prosperity, as 

well as differences in locale are reflected in more frequent car 
ownership by English than French male sample members, the figures 
being 58.1 and 12.0 per cent respectively. recent Red mothers had 
worked twice as often in the English (45.8 per cent) as in the French 
Canadian samples (21.5 per cent). 

About 85 per cent of both groups come from homes where both 
parents were living together. Almost all (98.0 per cent) of the 
French Canadians reported Roman Catholic affiliation while only 20.6 
per cent of the English Canadians did. The former more often reported 
themselves as "not very" or "not at all religious" (41.6 per cent) as 
compared with 46.4 per cent) but the more than twice as often reported 
church attendance 4 or more times per month the proportions being 54.8 


per cent vs, 23,1 per cent, They also lived at home with their families 


School 
U. of Alberta 
U, of Waterloo 
English Trade School 


Total English 


URNOme Montaceal 
French Trade School 


Total French 
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TABLE IV 


AGE BY SCHOOL FOR 


ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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twice as frequently (66.2 as compared with 32.7 percent) as the English 
Canadian respondents, but the same proportions of both groups, about 

23 per cent, reported being able to entertain a friend of the opposite 
sex alone in their residences "any time at all." There were striking 
differences between the two samples in courtship homie which may or 
may not merely reflect the differences in age, Sixteen per cent of 

the English, but only 3.2 per cent of the French Canadians were engaged 
or married when they filled out the questionnaire, and 27.2 per cent 

of the former but only 6.7 per cent of the latter reported that they 
had ever been engaged or married. Male members of the former group 
were less often sexually experienced (56.4 per cent) than males in the 
latter group (63.1 per cent) but the reverse was true for females, 

the proportions being 43.0 and 29.9 per cent. 

In Table IV. is found the tabulation of the ages of the student 
respondents by the school that they were attending at the time that 
they filled out the questionnaire, for the English and French speaking 
samples. The samples show that the French sample is quite clearly 
younger than the English sample, and that the trade school sample are 
very much younger than the University samples, One index of the age 
difference between the language samples is seen in the fact that while 
only 2 per cent of the English students were only 18 years of age when 
they filled out the questionnaire, no fewer than 25 nee cent of ay 
French students were only 18. At the other extreme 14 per cent of the 
English as compared with 4 per cent of the French students were 22 years 
of age or older. The differences between the two language samples are 


not merely to be explained by the fact that a larger portion of the 
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TABLE V 


YEARS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL WHERE 


CURRENTLY ENROLLED BY SCHOOL 


FOR ENGLISH AND FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Years Enrolled 


. 1 2 3 Total 
School N te N qo N Zs N To 
U. of Alberta 18 6 727) 9 ZO eG 296 43 
U. of Waterloo 8 4 8 4 yes | Toy 28 
English Trade School 50 25 LZ Zee OL 29 414 201 29 
Total English iiss) skal i aes 455 66 688 100 
U. of Montreal 40 26 937-63 Spee Li 156 43 
French Trade School UWS SF 80 §=638 sw oo yale oy. 


Total French 15943 178 49 ES 8 336 100 
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English speaking sample was composed of the trade school students, 

who, as we have seen, were younger than the university students, 

Only 17 per cent of the English speaking University students were 20 
years of age or less, as compared with 38 per cent of the University of 
Montreal students, 

In Table Vy is found the tabulation of the years students re- 
ported that they had been in attendance at the school where they filled 
out the questionnaire, by the school they were attending. Unfortunately 
the questionnaire was asked as indicated above, rather than asking the 
number of years of post secondary school education completed. The re- 
sult is that a certain number of transfer students who had completed 
one or more years of post secondary schooling elsewhere show up in the 
table as first or second year students. The data in Table V_ show that 
more French speaking students were first year students at the school 
where they filled out the questionnaire (43 per cent) than English 
speaking students (11 per cent), and also Eray school students were 
first year students than University students. The proportion there 
were more first year students among the trade school (41 per cent) than 
among the university (10 per cent) students, Again the differences 
between the two language samples are not to be explained by the fact 
that there was a higher proportion of trade school students in the 
French than in the English language samples. No less than 26 per cent 
of the University of Montreal students were in their first year, as com- 
pared with 5 per cent of the English speaking university students, Note 
that this was called for in the sampling design, since it appeared that 
first and second year University of Montreal students would be generally 
comparable with the third and fourth year students at English univer- 


sities, because of the differences between the Quebec, and English 
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Canadian school systems, 

It is important to emphasize the age differences between the 
English and French speaking, and between the trade school and the 
university students. One area of major interest in this study is in 
permissiveness in sex standards and behaviors, We have seen that other 
studies have demonstrated a direct relationship between age of respon- 
dents, and permissiveness, It is apparent that if differences in per- 
missiveness are found between the language or the school samples it 
will be impossible to determine whether these differences are the re- 
sult of age, or of cultural conditioning and background experience, 

IV, Analysis of the Data 

Following the receipt of the aerate questionnaire the various 
scales were scored, and the various items in the questionnaire were 
coded, twice as a check on coding accuracy, to convert the responses 
into a form appropriate for computer analysis. 

Two types of analysis were performed. In both cases the first 
step was differentiation of independent or predictor variables and 
dependent or criterion variables, The more elementary form of analysis 
involved cross tabulating responses to an independent and a dependent 
variable in order to determine whether there was any association between 
the two, and if so, what the strength of the relationship was. The chi : 
Square statistic was used as a test of the non-randomness of the dis- 
tribution, the 5 per cent level being chosen as the criterion of significance. 
That is, distributions that might occur by chance 6 or more out of every 
100 times are ignored as non-significant in the discussions which follow, 
The Pearson product moment correlation coefficient and the biserial R 


were the statistics used to measure the strength of the relationship. 
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The results of this first analysis took the formed lists of independent 
variables which were significantly associated with each of the dependent 
variables, These cross tabulations were run separately for the 

French and English Canadian data, because of the non-comparability of 
these data, as described above, 

A weakness with this type of analysis, however, is that many 
questionnaire items tend to index the same conceptual variable: oc- 
cupation of the father, education of the father, and size of family 
income, for example, all tend to index socio-economic status. More- 
over many items are "impure indices" which compound two or more con- 
ceptually independent variables, For example whether or not a subject 
can entertain a person of the opposite sex alone "at any time" or not, 
is a function in part of his age, as well as of the controls to which 
he is subject, Accordingly it would be desirable to have a procedure 
which would identify "pure" indices, Further, it would be desirable 
to have a procedure which would measure the independent contribution of 
a "pure" predictive variable to the variance in the criterion variable. 
Otherwise the relationship between a predictor and the criterion may 
be merely a function of the multiple correlations of the predictor with 
other predictors which are independently associated with the criterion. 

Statistical techniques are available both for the identification 
of pure indices, and for determining the independent contribution of a 
predictor to the variance in the criterion, The technique for identi- 
fication of pure indices involves factor analysis of the set of varia- 
bles available, the identification of statistically significant and 


conceptually meaningful factors, and then the calculation of factor scores 
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for each of these factors, for each respondent. In the present study, 
both the independent variables, and the dependent variables were 
factor analyzed, and factor scores calculated, 

The technique for determining the independent contribution of a 
predictor to the variance in the criterion is step regression analysis, 
which permits identification of the significance of the independent 
association of the predictor and the criterion measures, and also the 
proportion of the variance in the latter which is independently accounted 
for by the former. In the present study, each of the dependent variable 
factors, and several dependent variables as well were used in step oe) 
gression analyses as criterion measures, and all of the independent 
variable factors were used as predictors, These analyses were performed 
separately for the French and the English Canadian samples, because 
differences in the data available resulted in somewhat different 
factors emerging from the factor analysis for these samples. 

The only disadvantage of this procedure, and the reason for making 
use of both cross tabulation and regression analysis procedures, is that 
regression analysis does require 100 per cent complete data. The result 
is that the more variables one includes in the factor analysis the greater 
the likelihood that any particular schedule cannot be used in the re- 
gression analysis because it is incomplete on one or more of the in- 
cluded items. Hence the regression analysis is performed on what is 
likely to be a badly eroded sample, and further, and some of the 
variables one is interested in are perhaps not included in the factor 
analysis because there was a higher than average non-response rate to 
this item; “and thus 1t was too costly, in terms of sample size, Co use. 


We shall see that in the regression analyses involving both predictor 
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and criterion factor scores, the English sample was reduced from 700 
to 516., and the French Canadian sample was reduced from 404 to 216. 

This chapter concludes the material on how this study was per- 
formed. We turn now to the findings of the study. The next chapter will 
present the findings on changing orientations to courtship for the Eng- 
lish Canadian sample, and the following chapter will present the findings 


for the French Canadian sample, 


Footnotes - Chapter III 
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8. For example one question asked "With how many people have 
you engaged in petting below the belt, in all? bid our 
experience involve: boy petting girl only » girl petting 
boy only ,» both petting each other Ne 


9. A copy of the letter which was mailed out to those uncontact- 


able by phone, and of the followup letter which was sent where 
necessary, is found in Appendix C, 
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Chapter IV 


Orientations to Courtship Among English Sample Members 


The major findings of this research are presented in this 
and the following three chapters. In the present chapter we 
shall present information on the attitudes and behavior of English 
sample members as these relate to changing orientations to court- 
ship. The same information for the French sample members is 
presented in the following chapter. This separation was made be- 
cause the detail of the material would have made a single chapter 
overly long. The reader will recall that separate analysis of 
the data for the English and French Canadian samples is necessary 
because of the sizable differences in the content of the ques- 
tionnaires, and in the representativeness of the two samples. In 
subsequent chapters are found discussions of the data relating to 
trial marriage and to marriage role expectations. 

The plan in the organization of these data is first to 
present the distributions of responses to relevant items in the 
questionnaire for males and females for Pactich sample in order to 
provide an answer to the question: what is the existing pattern of 


attitudes and behavior? Then we shall present the results of the 
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regression analysis which provide some answers to the question: 
what kinds of backgrounds or prior experience are associated with 


these attitudes and behaviors, 


A. Description of Attitudes and Behavior 


In this section we shall present information, first of all 
on attitudes toward romantic love and toward various forms of pre- 
marital sexual behavior, second on experience of various forms 
of premarital behavior, third on a cluster of items dealing with 
certain behaviors associated with sexual intimacy, and the conse- 
quences of sexual intimacy, and fourth on changes in sexual attitudes 
and behaviors, 

I, Attitudes Toward Romantic Love 
and Various Premarital 
Sexual Behaviors 

In Table I is found the proportions of the 700 English 
Canadian sample members who made romantic responses to the items of 
the romanticism scale by school sub-sample and by sex, together with 
the responses of the 546 white members of Reiss' student sample to 
these same items, It is apparent that the pattern of romantic beliefs 
of the Canadian students is quite similar to that of the American 
students despite the fact that the responses of the former did 
form a Gutman scale, while those of the latter did not. In general, 
slightly fewer Canadians than Americans agreed with six of the 


eight statements especially numbers four, five, and eight. This 
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is probably a result of the fact that Reiss' sample included about 25 
per cent high school students, however, since the latter were more ro- 
mantic than college students, Accordingly it is not possible to say 
that either sample is "more romantic"' than the other, They appear to be 
quite equal in this respect, 

The data in Table I show further that the male respondents con- 
sistently made romantic responses to these items slightly more fre- 
quently than did the females, Reiss found this pattern as well. 

If we look at the sub-samples for the three schools we find that 
the students attending the Alberta trade schools consistently more fre- 
quently made romantic responses than did the students attending the two 
universities, The Waterloo students were slightly but consistently less 
romantic in their responses than were the Alberta university students. 
The differences between the trade school and the university students were 
most pronounced in the case of two items. Agreement responses were made 
to the item "When one is in love, the person whom he loves becomes the 
only goal in his life. He lives almost solely for the other." Seventy 
one per cent of the trade school students, as compared with 42 per cent of 
the Waterloo, and 49 per cent of the Alberta university students. Simi- 
larly, 43 per cent of the first group, as compared with 23 per cent of the 
second and 24 per cent of the third, agreed that "There is only one 
real love for a person," It is possible that these differences are 
explained in terms of age since more youthful subjects do more stan 
make romantic responses, and we noted earlier that the trade school 
students are younger than the Alberta and the Waterloo university 
students, 


In terms of sex differences, these school samples show that there 
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are no differences between males and females in the Waterloo sample, 
very slight differences in the Alberta University sample, and distinct 
differences in the trade school sample, with males more romantic than 
females in the last two cases, 

In Tables II and III are found a summary of the attitudes of those 
of the 700 English Canadian sample members who responded to the items of 
the Reiss Sex Permissiveness Scale. The data show that the male and 
female students in our sample are more permissive than were the male 
and female students in Reiss' sample. Only 8 per cent of our students, 
as contrasted with 15 per cent of Reiss students (and 11 per cent of his 
while college students) said petting was never permissible for the un- 
married man, and 11 per cent of our students as contrasted with 18 per 
cent of Reiss students (13 per cent for white college students) said that 
it was not permissible for the unmarried woman, At the other extreme the 
discrepancies were much smaller. Those permitting intercourse for a man 
even though he is not particularly affectionate toward his partner in- 
clude 25 per cent of our student sample and 21 per cent of Reiss 
student sample (21 per cent for white college students) and those per- 
mitting such freedom to women include 13 per cent and 11 (and 14) per cent 
of the student samples, respectively. 

It is clear from the above that the students in both samples 
are willing to grant more sexual freedom to men than to women, the impact 
we the double standard appears to be about equal in the two samples. It 
isefurther clear from the data in the tables, that women are less per- 
missive in their attitudes toward both male and female sexual behavior 


than are men. Women show more impact of the double standard than do the 
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men; that is, the discrepancies between behaviour seen as permissible 
for males and for females are greater among female respondents in most 
cases than among male respondents. 

Turning to the school sub-samples, it is clear that the Alberta 
university students are the most permissive ae slightly more so than 
the Waterloo students, and that the trade school students are distinctly 
less permissive than the two former groups. It may well be that it is 
the afore mentioned age differences which account for this differential. 
In general, the data show that Alberta university students felt that 
strength of affection between couple members should make less difference 
in determining permissibility of petting intimacy than did members of the 
other two school samples, while for permissibility of intercourse, the 
strength of affection was least significant for trade school students, 
Alberta university women showed a somewhat stronger double standard 
orientation than men, while Waterloo women showed a somewhat weaker 
double standard orientation than men, 

Some indication of the extent to which sexual intimacies are 
viewed hedonisticly (purely as a source of enjoyment) or as an expression 
of affection may be seen in the data in Tables II and III. Lines 3 and 4 
in the tables show the proportions feeling that petting is acceptable be- 
tween couple members who are strongly affectionate, and members feeling no 
particular affection toward each other, Similarly, lines 6 and 7 in the 
beeice show the proportions feeling that sexual intercourse is acceptable be- 
tween couple members who are strongly affectionate, and who feel no par- 
ticular affection toward each other. The discrepancies between these 


pairs of proportions are found in lines 9 and 10 respectively. The data 
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show that for both petting and intercourse behavior, sizable propor- 
tions of respondents felt that the behavior was more acceptable when 
couple members were affectionate than when they were not affectionate, 
For both male and female subjects the discrepancies were larger in the 
case of petting, than in intercourse behavior, because a much larger 
proportion of subjects felt that premarital petting was acceptable than 
felt that pre-marital intercourse was acceptable, Although the data 
which Reiss published do not permit between sex comparisons, the data 
for his total student sample, shown in the table, do show the same 
pattern as our data. 

Women emphasize more the significance of the affectional relation- 
ship between couple members in determining what kinds of intimacies are 
permissible than do men, as line 9 in the tables show. This line shows 
that 35 per cent more women feel that premarital petting is acceptable 
for men where they "feel strong affection" for their partners than where 
they are "not particularly affectionate". For men this figure is 23 
per cent, Similarly, 52 per cent more women feel that premarital petting 
is acceptable for women where they "feel strong affection" for their part- 
ners, than where they were "not particularly affectionate," For men this 
figure is 37 per cent. The significance of these figures is that the 
greater the difference between behavior seen as appropriate when couple 
members are "not particularly affectionate" and when they "feel strong 
affection" the more strongly the norm that "intimacies should be reflec- 
tive of genuine depth of feeling between couple members sharing them" 
appears to be operating. Similarly, the greater the differences between 


behavior seen as appropriate for males and females the greater the 
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identification with the double standard. The figures cited above 
accordingly have two significances. In the first place, both male 

and female subjects felt that women should be more strongly influenced 

by the norm just stated than should men, since the significance of 
affection for petting in the case of women was 52 per care according to 
women and 37 per cent according to men, and the figures in the case of 
men were 35 per cent according to women and 23 per cent according to 
women, These figures reflecting significance of affection for intercourse 
were very mith influenced by lower perceptions of permissibility of pre- 
marital intimacy under any circumstances, and by sex differentials in 
these perceptions, as line 10 in the two tables shows. In the second place 
female subjects felt that both men and women should be more strongly in- 
fluenced by the norm than did men. Accordingly it is clear that two kinds 
of double standard are found in our data, There is male and female con- 
census that men should be less bound by the "intimacy only where there is 
strong affection’ norm than women; and in the second place women have 
internalized this norm more frequently, and apply it to both men and 
women, more than do men, 

When we examine the data for the individual schools for differ- 
ences in identification with this norm some interesting patterns emerge, 
The between sex differences in perception are minimized in the Waterloo 
sample and maximized in the trade school sample. That is there is more 
pera on the part of men and women concerning appropriate behavior for 
one sex, and for the other sex, among the students from the first, than 
those from the second school, In the second place, however, the differ- 
ences between the behavior seen as appropriate for all males, and that 


seen as appropriate for all females, by both males and females are slightly 
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larger for the Waterloo sample, than they are for the two Alberta samples. 

Two kinds of double standard scores may be derived using the 
Reiss Sexual Permissiveness Scale, The basic double standard score in- 
volves comparing the Male Permissiveness score with the Female Per- 
missiveness score for each subject. Subjects showing a higher score for 
males than for females are classed as double standard adherents. Simil- 
arly, the non-affection double standard score involves comparing the male 
non-affection permissiveness score with the comparable female score 
for each subject, and classifying those scoring higher on the former 
than the latter as double standard adherents. 

Tables II and III show the proportions of males and females in the 
total sample and in the school sub-samples who were identified as double 
standard adherents using this technique. Unfortunately Reiss does not 
publish comparable data for his student samples. The data show that for 
the total sample there are no differences between male and female res- 
pondents on the double standard score. However on the non-affection 
double standard score, men are found to be adherents somewhat more fre- 
quently than women, the proportions being 31 and 24 per cent, respectively. 

There are slight differences between the three school samples 
in terms of these scores, A higher proportion of trade school subjects 
were identified as double standard adherents (32 per cent) using the 
double standard score, than of U. of A, students (27 per cent) or U. of 
W. students (24 per cent), In terms of the non-affection double standard 
score, these proportions were 34 per cent, 26 per cent and 30 per cent. 
The between sex differences for these three sub-samples show no very clear 


pattern. 
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The data reviewed show rather clearly that both men and women in 
the sample continue to be influenced by the double standard, and in about 
equal proportions, The University of Waterloo students appear to be 
generally least influenced by this standard, while the trade school 
students reflect the most influence, 

2. Premarital Sexual Experience 

We turn now from data on the attitudes of our sample members to- 
ward various forms of sexual behavior, to their actual experience of 
these behaviors. In Table IV are found the proportions of subjects who 
have experienced various forms of premarital sexual behavior, by school 
sub-sample and by sex, together with comparable data for Mann's sample 
of students at an Eastern eects University ds ltiiseclean,. first, of 
all, that our sample is very much more sexually experienced than is Mann's, 
Almost twice as many men, and three times as many women in his sample 
as compared with ours had never petted, and our men and women students 
exceeded his in intercourse experience by almost the same proportions, 
The explanation for these discrepancies would appear to lie, not in 
sampling bias, since the proportions of respondents were very high in 
both studies, but rather in the selection of schools and of students 
within schools, as some of the data in the table show, It is particularly 
significant that our Alberta and Waterloo university sample, which in- 
cludes 497 of the 700 English sample members, are composed of third and 
fone year students, while Mann selected his sample from the total 
student body, thus including perhaps a majority of first and second year 
students in his sample. 

It is possible to attempt an estimate. of the incidence of inter- 


course for the all male, and female Alberta university students as follows, 
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As indicated above, sample data were available only for third and fourth 
year male and female students at this university. However the question- 
naire was initially pre-tested on two classes in Principles of Sociology, 
which were made up of 167 first and second year students out of a total 
of 176 students. Accordingly the questionnaires from this pretest 
"sample" (which was clearly non-random) which did include students from 
a wide cross section of the university, were scanned to determine the 
incidence of premarital intercourse among first and second year students, 
The intercourse rates found in this pretest sample for first and second 
year female students were 10.5 and 9.1 per cent respectively, and for 
comparable males they were 38.7 and 42.9 per cent. An estimate of pre- 
marital intercourse experience among male and female students in the 
university as a whole, was obtained by weighting the number of first, 
second, third, and fourth year male and female students by the inter- 
course incidence rates for each of these categories, and thus obtaining 
an incidence rate for male and female students as a whole, The incidence 
rates for the first and second year students were obtained from the pre- 
test samples; those for the third and fourth year students were obtained 
from the study sample. The rates obtained for the University of Alberta 
as a whole, using this procedure, were 21.9 for females, and 47.4 for 
males, These rates are distinctly higher than those found by Mann, which 
were 15 per cent for females and 35 per cent for males. However it should 
be noted that the Alberta university study sample, shows higher incidence 
rates than does the Waterloo sample for both men and women, the rates for 
men being 60 and 53 per cent, and for women being 50 and 40 per cent, 


respectively, These data suggest that Alberta rates may be higher than 
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Eastern rates by from 7 to 10 per cent in the present case. 

Subjects who indicated that they had been involved in "petting 
below the belt" were asked with what proportion of their partners were 
they in love and were they going steady, Those who iridicated that they 
had had intercourse experience were asked these same two questions, and 
the proportion to whom they were engaged. The responses of male and 
female subjects for the total sample and for the school sub-samples are 
found in Table IV. 

The data show that among those who have “petted below the belt" 
43 per cent say they were in love with all of their partners, but male 
subjects report this less than half as frequently (27 per cent) as fe- 
males (59 per cent). Similarly over one third (35%) of the total sample 
reported that they were going steady with all with whom they had petted 
below the belt, but again men so reported less than half as frequently 
(21 per cent) as women (48 per cent). 

The pattern is the same with those who have experienced intercourse. 
Half of the total number so experienced said they were in love with all 
of their intercourse partners, but this included only 34 per cent of the 
men and 70 per cent of the women, The comparable proportions for those 
reporting they were going steady with all of their intercourse partners 
are 36 per cent, 21 per cent, and 54 per cent. For those reporting they 
were engaged to all their intercourse partners the proportions were 20 
‘per cent, 14 per cent and 29 per cent, respectively. These data clearly 
show, that the male sample members not only more frequently than the fe- 
males members say they feel it is acceptable for men to engage in sexual 
intimacies with partners for whom they feel no particular affection, but 


that they do be have accordingly, as well. 
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If we turn to the data for the three school sub-samples, gener- 
ally we find that at advanced levels it is the University of Alberta. 
sample which is most sexually experienced and which least frequently 
reports close emotional involvement with the relationship partner. 

There are few differences between the other two samples in sexual ex- 
perience, but generally it is the Waterloo sample which most frequently 
reports close emotional involvement with the relationship partner. More 
specifically, there are few differences between the samples in incidence 
of petting below the belt - about 80 per cent in all cases - but the 

U. of A. sample members reported they were in love with all their part- 
ners in this petting less often (41 per cent) than did the U. of W. 
member (47 per cent). This differential was about equally large for the 
male and female components of these samples, 

As noted earlier, intercourse experience was more common among U. 
of A. subjects (55 per cent) than among U. of W. or trade school subjects 
(46 per cent) in both cases, This held for both the male and the female 
sample members, The proportion of subjects saying they were in love with 
all their intercourse partners was lower for the U. of A. (47 per cent) 
and trade school (46 per cent) samples, than it was for the U. Of 
sample (59 per cent). Among the men, however, those in the trade school 
sample least frequently said they were in love with all of their inter- 
course partners (24 per cent) followed by the U. of A. males (36 per 
cent) and the U. of W. males (45 per cent). It seems probable that it 
is the more sexually exploitative attitude characteristic of lower class 
males which accounts for this small proportion of the trade school as 
contrasted with the university student males, Among the female respondents, 


by contrast it was the trade school students who most frequently reported 
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they were in love with all of their intercourse partners (77 per cent) 
followed closely by the U. of W. students (75 per cent) and the Ut poled, 
students, (64 per cent). Here it would appear that it is the greater 
conservativism of the trade school girls as contrasted with the more 
emanicipated university girls which these data reflect, 

These data do support those reported above in suggesting lower 
acceptance of a double standard among Waterloo students, and higher 
acceptance of it among Albertan and particularly male trade school 
students, 


3. The Normative Context, and Consequences 
of Sexual Behaviors 


Respondents were asked a number of questions on their attitudes 
toward various sources of norms defining sexual behavior, They were also 
asked about precautions they took during intercourse, and their reactions 
following their first intercourse experience. Some of their responses 
to these questions are summarized in Table V, together with comparable 
responses from Mann's sample, where the data are available. 

The data in the table show that the majority of our sample members 
were not satisfied with the current norms. When asked "Are you happy with 
or satisfied with the social codes and standards of our society on pre- 
marital sexual relationships?" 51 per cent of both male and female sample 
members answered "no". To the question "Do you believe the churches (or 
Synagogues) in their teaching and standards provide a satisfactory and 
realistic guide for one's behavior with respect to the other sex?" 72 per 
cent of the men and 67 per cent of the women in our sample said "no". 

Only 21 per cent of the former and 37 per cent of the latter reported 


they ‘have always and still now try to follow the churches' teaching on 


je Fs) 


sex,'' while larger percentages - 60 per cent of the men and 38 per cent 
of the women said they had never tried to "adhere to the churches‘ teach- 
ings on premarital behavior," 
Perhaps as a result of this rather general repudiation of the 
traditional norms regulating sexual behavior, no fewer than 36 per cent 
of the men and 46 per cent of the women reported they were "confused as to 
what is right and wrong with respect to premarital sexual relationships." 
The comparable data for Manns' sample shows that his subjects were 
generally slightly more satisfied with the norms of the society and of 
the church, This is to be expected, perhaps, given the larger proportion 
of first and second year university students in his sample, and also given 
the lower rates of premarital intercourse experience in his sample. 
Turning to the pattern of responses of the three school sub- 
samples, we find that it is the trade school sample which is most often 
satisfied with, and apparently commited to the current sexual standards 
or norms, while both of the university samples are similarly dissatis- 
fied. Thirty six per cent of the former, as compared with 57 per cent of 
the latter reported themselves as dissatisfied with society's sexual 
codes, and the pattern for the male and female components of these samples 
are similar, In the same vein far more of the university sample members 
than trade school sample members - 74 per cent as compared with 58 per 
cent said they felt that the church's teachings about sex norms are not 
satisfactory or realistic; and 24 per cent of the U. of A.-sample and 28 
per cent of the U. of W. sample as compared with 32 per cent of the trade 
school sample members said they were now trying to follow the church's 


teachings about sexual behavior. In all cases the patterns for both the 
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male and female components of these samples conform to the patterns for 
the school samples as a whole, 

In view of the above it may seem surprising that 45 per cent of 
the trade school sample, as compared with 38 per cent of the two univer- 
sity samples members say that they are confused about what is right and 
what is wrong regarding premarital sexual behavior. This confusion is 
greater among female respondents (52 per cent for trade school, 42 per 
cent for U. of W. and 44 per cent for U. of A. female students) than 
among males (36, 34, and 32 per cent, respectively). This is to be 
expected, perhaps, in view of the fact (discussed below) that the 
women report more change in their sexual standards since they first 
began dating, than do the men. More generally it would appear that the 
trade school students began with commitment to more conventional stan- 
dards of sexual behavior, than did the university students (61 per cent 
of the former as compared with 48 per cent of the latter were at some 
time committed to following the teachings of the church). 

The greater confusion of the trade school students accordingly 
appears to reflect the fact that they more often yet subscribe to 
standards which they on occasion violate, in contrast to university 
students who violate the traditional mores slightly more often, but have 
also more often repudiated them. 

It appears from our data in Table V that the normative confusion is 
not resolved by guidance from the peer group. In response to the question 
"About how many of your close personal friends have experienced sex inter- 
course before marriage?" of the male respondents, 8 per cent answered 
"all of them", 28 per cent said "most of them" and at the other extreme 


21 per cent said "a few" and 6 per cent said "none", The comparable 
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percentages for the female respondents are two per cent, 15 per cent, 32 
per cent and 15 per cent. It is not possible to derive norms concern- 
ing what is appropriate sexual behavior from this variety. 

Most respondents professed themselves to be quite satisfied with 
the congruence between their own conceptions of what is appropriate 
and their actual sexual behavior according to the data in Table VI. 

Nine out of every ten said that they "live up to (their) present 
standards in regard to sexual behavior very closely, or closely''. There 
were no differences between male and female respondents. Only 36 per 
cent, including 35 per cent of men and 38 per cent of women, said "I 
believe that my sexual behavior and the sexual standard in which I be- 
lieve are in strong agreement with each other," but an additional 41 per 
cent said they were in "medium agreement", and only 8 per cent said 

they were in disagreement with each other, When asked "are you content 
today with the level of agreement between your Reha opted your standards 
of sexual behavior?" almost half, 43 per cent of the men and 48 per cent 
of the women said they were "almost fully content". Only 5 per cent said 
they were ''not content," 

Turning again to the data for the school subsamples we find a 
pattern of responses to a number of items which tend to confirm the dis- 
cussion above in connection with the finding that more trade school than 
university students were confused about sexual standards, The data in 
Table VI show that the trade school students less often than the U. of 
A, or the U. of W. students feel that they live up to their present stan- 
dards of sexual behavior very closely (84 per cent vs. 94 and 91 per cent) 
less often feel that their sexual behavior and standards are in strong 


agreement with each other (30 per cent vs. 42 and 38 per cent) 
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and less often are content with the level of agreement between their 
sexual behavior and their standards (35 per cent vs. 54 and 47 per cent). 
In all cases these patterns of responses are characteristic of both 

the male and female components of the school samples, as well as of the 
total school samples. 

Thus the data show, overall, that there is more similarity in 
the behavior of these various samples, than there is in their attitudes, 
such that the trade school students yet subscribe more frequently to 
the traditional morality to which they were early exposed, Accordingly, 
their greater dissatisfaction with their conformity to these standards 
is understandable, 

Subjects were asked how frequently "have you engaged in intimate 
behavior beyond your usual standards because you were somewhat under the 
influence of alcohol?" The data in Table VII show that most subjects, 
including 53 per cent of the men and 60 per cent of the women answered 
"not at all'', while only 6 per cent of the men and 3 per cent of the 
women answered "frequently" or "very frequently." 

The trade school male students more often reported they had en- 
gaged in sexual intimacies while under the influence of alcohol (55 per 
cent), than the U. of W. men (46 per cent) or the U. of A. men (42 per 
cent). However among the female students this pattern was reversed with 
the U. of A. women more frequently reporting intimacies while "under the 
influence" (44 per cent), followed by the trade school (40 per cent) and 
the U. of W. women (32 per cent). The between sexes differential was 
much lower among the U. of A. students (2 per cent) than among the U. of 


W. or the trade school students (14 and 12 per cent). 
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Subjects who were sexually experienced were asked how frequently 
they themselves or their partners took contraceptive precautions to pre- 
vent pregnancy, See Table VII. Thirty one per cent responded "in all 
cases", and the same proportion responded "almost every time". Only 5 
per Cent. said rarely! Vand 13 per cent said never", 

The Waterloo students who had had intercourse experience re- 
ported use of contraceptives every time, or almost every time more 
often (71 per cent) than did U. of A. or trade school students (64 and 
51 per cent). This was true of the female students as well as of the 
male students, About 10 per cent more women than men reported use of 
contraceptives in the trade school and the Waterloo samples but this 
was not true of the U. of A. sample. 

How men regret and guilt have subjects felt as a consequence of 
their sexual behavior? This might have been found, to a maximum degree, 
following the first intercourse experience. Accordingly subjects were 
asked "In regard to the first time you had sex intercourse...To what ex- 
tent were you bothered by guilt feelings? Did you afterward regret 
having participated in the experience? How well did you succeed in 
justifying your behavior to yourself? What kinds of justifications 
did you have for your intercourse experience?" 

In response to the first question about three fifths of the sample 
members, including 72 per cent of the men and (only) 47 per cent of the 
women reported little or no guilt feelings following their first inter- 
course experience, according to the data in Table VI. Only 9 per cent 
checked the highest two points on a ten point guilt scale, but this in- 
cluded 14 per cent of the sexually experienced women as contrasted with 


4 per cent of the sexually experienced men. Clearly the price of the 
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first transgression of society's mores is heavier for girls than for 
boys, but the more noteworthy point, perhaps, is that it is reported 
to be so light for both, 

About the same proportion of the sample, 62 per cent, reported 
that they definitely experienced no regret following their first 
intercourse experience. Again this response was more frequent among 
men (71 per cent) than among women (50 per cent). Sixty nine girls 
indicated why it was that they did regret the experience, including 
violation of their morals (30 per cent), loss of virginity they would have 
preferred to save for their spouse (17 per cent) because the relation- 
ship with their partner did not last as they had expected that it 
would (12 per cent), and because they did not love the partner (10 
per cent). | 

Of the 45 men who reported why they afterwards regretted the 
experience 22 per cent mentioned violation of their own morals, 20 per 
cent mentioned fear of pregnancy (which was mentioned by only 7 per cent 
of the girls) and 15 per cent said because they did not love their 
partner at the time. For the 177 subjects who indicated why they had 
no regrets, the most frequent reason mentioned by the male subjects was 
it was a great or wonderful sharing experience (28 per cent). The most 
frequent reason given by female subjects was that it was significant as 
an expression of love. 

In response to the question which asked how well they had suc- 
osedea in justifying their first intercourse experience, 16 per cent of 
both men and women said they did not have to justify it, and 54 per cent 
said they justified it very well (34 per cent) or moderately well (20 
per cent). Male respondents more often said they justified it very well 
(38 per cent) than did female respondents (28 per cent). There were 


differences in the rankings of justifications mentioned by subjects between 
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men and women, The most frequent justification mentioned by men was the 
strength of their sexual drive, and their inability to control themselves 
at the time, mentioned by 30 per cent. Next most frequent was the argu- 
ment that it was a natural expression of their love for their partner 
(16 per cent), and the statement that they were curious and were seeking 
a new experience (13 per cent). Among the responses most given by women 
were the statement that it was a natural expression of their love for 
their partner (32 per cent) and that they were unable to control them- 
selves at the time because of the strength of their sex drive, mentioned 


by 27 per cent. Interestingly, only 4 subjects (including one boy) said 


their partner had insisted upon intercourse, and only three subjects, two 


of whom were boys, said they had been seduced. Ten boys as contrasted 
with five girls said that it had happened as a result of mutual agreement. 
Six subjects, all girls, said they did not know it was happening, and 
when they did come to realize they were too scared to stop. Nine per 
cent of both the man and the women said they had no justification for 

Lt, 

Turning to the pattern of responses by school samples we again 
find a familiar pattern, The trade school students, far more frequently 
than the university students report feeling there was no justification 
for their behavior and feeling guilt and regret following the experience, 
This pattern is true of both the male and the female components of the 
samples for the justification and guilt items, However it is the female 
component only which accounts for the differences between schools in 
proportions feeling regret following the first intercourse experience, 

The data in Table VI show further that there are differences 


between the school samples in the sex differences in response to these 
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three items dealing with reactions to the first intercourse experience, 
In all cases it is the female components of the samples which more fre- 
quently report negative reactions, For all three items these differ- 
ences are largest for the trade school sample, and smallest in two out 
of three cases for the U. of A. sample. For example 30 per cent more male 
than female trade school students reported little or no guilt feelings 
following their first intercourse experiences, as compared with 18 per 
cent for the U. of W. and 15 per cent for the U. of A. samples. 
4. Changes in Sexual Attitudes and Behaviors 
Permissive sexual attitudes and behaviors may be the result of 
early socialization into permissive norms, or they may be the result of 
changes in attitudes and/or behavior away from more stringent patterns. 
To what extent was this latter case true of the members of our sample. 
Five questions were included in the questionnaire which dealt with atti- 
tude or behavior change: 
1. "Have your attitudes toward sexual behavior changed since 
you have begun dating? 
If yes, have they become more strict, or less strict?" 
2. "Have your sexual standards changed since you came here 
(to this school)? 
If yes are they more strict, or less strict now?" 
3. "Has your sexual behavior changed since you have been here 
(at this schools)? 


bivvyes, ic sit) moresctrict, Oreless strict now?! 


4. "Which of those acts that once made you feel guilt have you 
come to accept?" 


5. "Which of those sexual acts that once made you feel guilty have 
you stopped performing?" 


In Table VIII is found the contingency coefficients of the re- 
lationships of English subjects' responses to these five questions with 
their male and female permissiveness and their lifetime intimacy behavior 
scores, The data show that the male and female permissiveness scores are 


significantly associated with the responses to all five of these questions. 
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However in no case is more than 7 per cent of the variance in the per- 
missiveness scores explained by one of these five questions. The inti- 
macy score is significantly associated with the responses to only three 
of the above questions, the first, third and fourth. About ten per cent 
of the variance in the lifetime intimacy score is explained by the re- 
sponses to the question "Which of those acts that once made you feel 
guilty have you come to accept?" In sum, it is clear that although the 

attitude and behavior change items are associated with the intimacy 
criteria, only small proportions of the variance in the latter are ex- 
plained by the former. 

When were our English respondents aware of changes having taken 
place in their sexual standards and sexual behaviors and that have been 
the nature of these changes? Some answers to these questions are pro- 
vided by subjects' responses to the questions listed above. 

Subjects were asked about changes in their sex standards or atti- 
tudes since they first began dating, and since they first came to the 
trade school or university at which they were enrolled when they filled 
out the questionnaire. Their responses to these questions, by school in 
which they were enrolled, and by sex, are found in Table IX. The data show 
first that almost four fifths (78 per cent) of the English students report 
that their standards have changed since they first began dating, and 
almost five out of six of these say that their attitudes have become less 
strict, Further about half of them say their attitudes have changed 
since arriving at the school where they filled out the questionnaire, 
Only 4 per cent say that their attitudes have become more strict, as 
compared with the 47 per cent who report that their attitudes have become 
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If one considers the differences between the students enrolled at 
the different schools which are shown in Table IX, one finds that the 
trade school students are the most conservative, in the sense of changing 
little, and changing in more conservative ways and the Waterloo students 
are the least conservative. The female students Pousietently report 
more change than do men, and also more change in the direction of 
liberalising standards. This latter differential is particularly 
characteristic of the trade school students, The between sex differ- 
ences were smallest in the case of the Waterloo students. 

Subjects were further asked whether their sexual behavior had 
changed since coming to the school in which they were enrolled, and 
which acts which once caused them to feel guilty they had come to 
accept, and which acts that once made them feel guilty they had stopped 
performing. 

The pattern of responses to the first question was very similar to 
that for the question concerning changes in standards since coming to the 
school in which the student was enrolled when he filled out the ques- 
tionnaire. Almost half (47 per cent) reported that their behavior was 
unchanged, 49 per cent said that their behavior had become less strict, 
and 4 per cent said that it had become more strict, Again the female 
university students reported more changes in their behavior, and more 
liberalization of their behavior than did the male students, However the 
trade school women reported slightly fewer changes, and less tendency to 
liberalize their behavior than did the men, The trade school students as 
: whole reported less change in their behavior than did either of the two 
university samples atleast in part because they had not been enrolled in a 


post secondary school as long on the average as had the university students. 
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The Waterloo students reported the highest proportion of changes in be- 
havior, 68 per cent of the total reporting some change as compared with 
56 per cent of the Alberta university sample. 

What kind of liberalization of behavior has occurred? The be- 
havior most frequently mentioned in response to the question ''Which of 
those acts what once made you feel guilty have you come to accept?" was 
petting, mentioned by one third of those who answered the question, 
Fourteen per cent said they had come to accept intercourse, 13 per cent 
mentioned "french kissing", and 10 per cent said "everything", which 
presumably includes intercourse. Men somewhat more often mentioned 
intercourse than did women, but the difference was not great, the two 
proportions being 16 and 13 per cent, The Waterloo students more often 
said they had come to accept some acts than did either of the Alberta 
student groups, Similarly more women than men made this response in the 
two university samples, and this contrast was particularly marked in the 
Waterloo sample. Among the trade school students, however it was the men 
who more often said they had come to accept some acts about which they 
once felt guilty, the proportions being 60 per cent for the men and 40 per 
cent for the women, 

Only one fifth of the English students said that there were some 
acts which once made them feel guilty which they had now stopped per- 
forming. Behaviors specifically mentioned included "French kissing", 

7 per cent, intercourse, 5 per cent and petting 5 per cent, Female res- 
pondents said they had stopped petting and intercourse slightly more 
frequently than did men, There were no differences in the proportions 
of students from any of the three schools who said they had stopped per- 


forming some acts which had caused them guilt feelings. More women than 
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TABLE X 


INDICES OF COURTSHIP ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR USED WITH ENGLISH SAMPLE 


xX Romanticism score 
Intimacies appropriate to respondent when engaged 
Intimacies appropriate to respondent's fiance when engaged 
Male sex liberalism score 
Female sex liberalism score 
Male permissiveness single indicator 
Female permissiveness single indicator 
X Double sex standard attitude item 
Single sex standard attitude item 
Are society's sex codes good 
X Confused about sex 
Church's sex standards adequate 
Follow church's sex standards 
Age began petting 
Number of people petted 
Number of these whom you were in love with 
Petted below the belt 
Who petted whom below the belt 
Number of these whom you were in love with 
Number of these you were ''steady dating" 
Number of these you were engaged to 
X Number of intercourse partners 
Number of times with first partner 
Number of these whom you were in love with 
Number of these you were "steady dating" 
Number of these you were engaged to 
Who made the decision to have intercourse 
Justifications for intercourse 
Guilt following intercourse 
Regret intercourse 
Why regret 
X Evaluation of intercourse experience 
X Use of contraception during intercourse 
X Attitude toward premarital intercourse 
Why is it good 
Why is it bad 
Proportion of friends who are sexually experienced 
X Change in sex attitudes since onset of dating 
X Change in sexual behavior since onset of dating 
.X Has use of alcohol influenced your sexual behavior 
X Sex acts which once caused guilt, which you have come to accept. 
X Sex acts which once caused guilt, which you have stopped 
X How well do you live up to your sex standards now 
X How well did you live up to your sex standards in the past 
Content with agreement between sexual attitudes and behavior 
Have your sexual experiences been generally helpful or harmful 
X Change in sex standards since coming to this school 
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X Change in sex behavior since coming to this school 
X Male permissiveness score 
X Female permissiveness score 
X Double standard score 
X Male non-affection score 
X Female non-affection score 
X Non-affection double standard score 
Engaged man may engage in what intimate behaviors 
Engaged female may engage in what intimate behaviors 
X Lifetime intimacy experience 
Intimacy reaction index 


X signifies this was available for French sample, perhaps in modified form, 
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TABLE XI 


INDICES OF INFORMATION, ATTITUDES, AND BEHAVIORS 


RELATING TO TRIAL MARRIAGE USED WITH ENGLISH SAMPLE 


Know of how many trial marriage relationship couples 
Siblings involved in trial marriage relationships 


How shocked, if you found sister was involved in trial marriage relationship 


Self involved in trial marriage relationship 

Trial marriage rated 

Disadvantages of trial marriage 

Advantages of trial marriage 

Is trial marriage ever justified 

Index of exposure to trial marriages X signifies this was 
available for French 
sample, perhaps in 
modified form 


TABLE XII 


INDICES RELATING TO MARRIAGE ROLE EXPECTATIONS 


USED WITH ENGLISH SAMPLE 


The marriage role expectation items 

Should the wife take a better job than her husband 
What role(s) should the wife play following marriage 
Ideal number of children 

Approve of wife working 

When is divorce acceptable 

When should one get a divorce 

Shobin parent attitude items 

Shobin parent attitude score 

How many children do you want 

Personal characteristics marital role expectation sub score 
Education 

Social participation 

Care of children 

Homemaking 

Employment and support 

Authority marital role expectation sub-score 

Total marital role expectation score 
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TABLE XIII 


INDEPENDENT VARIABLES USED WITH ENGLISH SAMPLE 


Years of residence on a farm 

Amount of geographical mobility 

Years of residence at place of longest residence 
Size of community of longest residence 
Generation of Canadian residence 
Occupation of father 

Father's years of schooling 

Number of years mother was employed 
School respondent was enrolled in occupational asperations 
Post high school marks 

Respondent's high school marks 
Discrepancy between respondent's high school and post secondary school marks 
Religious denomination 

Frequency of church attendance 
Devoutness rating 

Father's devoutness . 

Mother's devoutness 

Family income 

Respondent's living arrangement 

Is he able to entertain guests alone 
Leniency of respondent's high school 
Age at first date 

Courtship status 

Age when began steady dating 

Number of times has been in love 
Number of dates per month 

Age when began single dating 

Age when began dating in cars 

Do you feel sex is dirty 

Are society's sex codes good 

Confused about sex 

Church's sex standards adequate 

Follow church's sex standards 
Relationship with father 

Relationship with mother 

Relationship with family 

How well are you achieving your goals 
Romanticism score 

Home discipline 

Value identifications 

Protestant ethic score 

Consumption of beer 

Liquor consumption scale 

Proportion of friends who are sexually experienced 
Self attractiveness rating 

Know couples living in trial marriage 
Age when received sex education 
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Rating of parent's efforts at sex education 
Number of years enrolled in post secondary school 
Age 

Marital exposure index 

Lifetime courtship experience index 

Rated similarity to mother's standards 

Rated similarity to father's standards 

Rated similarity to peers' standards 

Rated similarity to best friend's standards 

Trial marriage exposure index 

Alienation score 

Sex of respondent 

Have you (or your boyfriend) a car? 

Similarity of peer's and parent's standards 
Similarity of best friend's and parent's standards 


X signifies this was available for French sample, perhaps in modified form, 
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men indicated that they had stopped in the Alberta schools, particularly 
among the trade school students, but there was no such sex differential 


among the Waterloo students. 


Be Correlates and Predictors of Attitudes and Behaviors 


A central purpose of the present study was to attempt to discover 


and behaviors. More precisely our interest was in explaining the 
variance in attitudes and behaviors by means of predictors whose in- 
fluence was exercised prior to the appearance of the attitude or behavior 
to be explained. To this end in addition to the many dependent or effect 
variable indices which were included in the questionnaire there were many 
items included as independent variables which we anticipated would corre- 
late with the dependent variables and thus might have some significance 
in helping to explain the origins of attitudes and behaviors we are 
studying. 

No fewer than 85 dependent variable indices were used in the present 
study. They are found listed in Tables X, XI, and XII sorted by the area 
to which they pertain: sexual behavior, common law relationships, or 
marital roles together with indication of which variables were available 
for the French sample. The independent variables which were used numbered 
63, They are listed in Table XIII, again with indication of which 
variables were included in the French schedule. Note that certain items 
are used as both independent and dependent variables, since from some 
perspectives they are predictors, and from others they are indices of 
certain aspects of courtship behavior, for example. 

Three kinds of analyses were made using these two sets of variables, 
The most elemental involved cross tabulating each independent variable by 


each dependent variable and computing the Chi square statistic to test 


_ 
Vl Sage eq 


. { - ae 
A rol Wwe at pees Ji iu Sa). ) | Ss 7x = iy tT 
. 


bare! so BAVC As » 0.4 wed 3 76 P 
, - 


ste lda tiny to oSe4 oil pas ee at : 
ee : ae) a= 
- aideizay 2oebeagehat rian aad ps -e8aro Bs esow 
yy - 7 ha _ - a 
' ; , 


: _ 

7 _ 
i rae 
aie 
> 

7 : = 
> 7 
ie Lay ; 7 ieee. ’ 
| ie 
a 


154 


whether or not the relationship between the two is non-random, and com- 
puting the contingency coefficient to discover the strength of the asso- 
ciation between the two variables, These tabulations were made, a total 
of more than 5400 tables with their respective chi square and contingency 
statistics. Most of the significant relationships between the independent 
and the dependent variables which were found using this procedure were 
summarized in matrix tables which show merely for each pair combination of 
the independent and dependent variables whether or not the relationship 
was significant and if so, the confidence level, the nature of the re- 
lationship (direct, inverse, or curvilinear) and the size of the contin- 
gency coefficient, These tables for the sexual behavior, common law re- 
lationship, and marital role areas, are found in Appendix D, Those 
interested in checking on the strength and direction of the relationship 
between particular pairs of cade saeliont and dependent variables may do so 
by consulting the appropriate table in that Appendix. 

However it is too difficult to attempt to derive the larger pattern 
of relationships between the predictors and the attitudes and behaviors 
we are studying from this mass of relationships. Of particular concern 
is that none of the indices may be taken as "pure''; all are to some extent 
"contaminated" by dimensions perhaps better indexed by other variables, 
Thus the independent or "pure" contribution of a predictor to the variance 
of a criterion variable can never be discovered through such cross tabu- 
lation procedures, And by the same token it is unclear just what each of 
these "impure'' criterion variables in fact does index, 

Both of a ee just suggested - (1) what it is that each 
indicatore in fact does "purely" index, and (2) what the independent 


contribution of each predictor is to the variance of the criterion which 


r 


wy — : u a 7 7 : 


7 - - = bd 7 7 7 _ 


a 7 : a a 
sAias *® ‘ie wre and) rol wide <6 oft atte sig ens Ady “Wied «ols 


Sr" 


Yonsaiinde 1 2 fh y 144 a © iWin “sfeg? OAC 3 PIA. qy 7 
a — - 
3Aeh ; I 5 i if iat 1 ee | wS€i a ‘We of ‘g y © 2) 1s 
a _ P 
' s | ‘6 ovale + ! i aay > 
~ i] 
5 ; i 4 j i Hoe 
; ; u = a 
f ; j 


Lig sae) i god (0) aee.  cebed “Slemug” & 
; - mit 


ebay el vitits at? ie anak 
male _) a : 
a 


ae 


155 


can be explained - can be handled by more sophisticated techniques of 
statistical analysis, The solution to the first is provided by factor 
analysis which can be used to discover how many statistically independent 
dimensions or factors are included in a set of variables, and what the 
"loading" of each variable is in terms of each of these factors. Al- 

though the statistical procedure does not itself provide meaningful identi- 
fication of each of the factors which is discovered through the analysis 
procedure, the pattern of the "loadings" does provide an adequate basis for 
identifying them. A final feature of factor analysis procedures is that 

by appropriate weighting of the variables which contributed most to the 
identification of the factor it is possible to compute factor scores of 

the individual subjects for whom the requisite data are available. However 
a limitation of the factor analysis procedure is that complete data must 

be available for all subjects on all of the variables to be factor analyzed, 
In view of the fact that very rarely can respondents be induced to answer 
completely all of the questions on a schedule, this is one drawback, since 
if there is a lengthy list of variables to be factor analyzed this volume of 
data is purchased at the price of erosion of the number of cases for whom 
it is all available. 

The solution to the second problem, that of measuring the independent 
contribution of a predictor to the variance of a criterion variable, is pro- 
vided by the step regression analysis procedure which provides precisely 
this information. In the present study, in addition to the cross tabulation 
analysis described above, both factor analysis and step regression analysis 


procedures were used. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Farm residence 1 0.605 -0.016 0.062 0.519 0.065 0.112 0,013 -0.079 0.052 
Geographic mobility 2 0.757 0.036 0.012 0.184 0.015 0.074 0.023 0.012 -0.085 
Duration of residence 3 0.779 0,008 0.016 -0.104 0.014 -0,071 0.035 0.033 -0.054 
Size of community 4 0.626 0.015 0.031 0.602 -0.018 0.063 -0.074 0.136 -0.048 
Generation of Canadian residence 5 0,601 -0,023 0.005 0,101 0,045 -0.056 -0.174 0.012 0.164 
Father's occupation 6 0.714 0.006 -0,011 -0,806 -0.082 -0.007 0.122 0.021 0.018 
Father's years of schooling 7 0.711 -0.061 -0.094 0.750 0.151 -0.012 - -0,088 0.011 0.053 
Age when mother began working 8 0.675 0.002 0.017 -0.075 -0.034 -0,121 0.202 -0.070 -0.061 
Occupational aspiration 9 0.717 -0.050 0.084 -0.189 -0.808 -0.024 -0,013 -0.017 -0.058 
High school marks 10 0.570 -0.108 -0.066 0.048 0.632 0.078 0.016 -0.049 0.285 
Frequency of church attendance 11 0.664 0.079 0.116 -0,038 -0.041 -0.716 0.153 -0,029 0.222 
Respondent's devoutness 12 0.687 0.013 -0,268 0.023 0.064 0.734 -0.018 0.090 -0,111 
Mother's devoutness 13 0.708 0.032 0.097 0,022 -0,038 0.792 0.010 0.075 0.143 
Proportion of friends married 14 0.633 -0.541 -0.011 0.149 -0.077 0.130 0.001 0.023 0.157 
Attractiveness rating of respondent 15 0.574 -0.118 0.025 0.065 -0.054 -0.047 0.319 -0.013 -0.119 
High school leniency 16 0.647 0.077 0.115 0.176 -0.047 -0.175 0.094 0.055 0.424 
Age at first date 17 0.809 -0.130 0.030 -0.112 0.098 -0.046 0.855 -0.024 0.001 
Courtship status 18 0.743 0.800 -0.007 0.014 0.081 0.059 -0,092 -0,023 0.112 
Age began steady dating 19 0.464 -0.385 -0.027 -0.216 0.233 -0.087 0.326 0.015 -0.124 
Age began single dating 20 0.794 -0.108 0.057 -0.106 0.002 -0.063 0.861 0.014 0.011 
Relationship with mother 21 0.751 -0.033 -0.097 0.004 0.007 0.046 -0.034 0.846 -0.052 
Family happiness rating 22 0.732 -0.014 -0.125 0.050 0.010 0.057 0.020 0.823 0.038 
Achievement of goals 23 0.637 -0.043 -0.024 0.008 -0,059 0.125 0.060 -0,020 -0.039 
Home discipline 24 0.488 0.030 0.000 -0.058 0.011 0.185 -0.163 0.374 0.082 
Confusion re sex norms 25 0.629 0.069 -0.011 0.126 0.023 0.028 -0.023 0.009 -0.163 
Church teachings adequate 26 0.536 0.050 -0.225 0.157 0.203 0.220 -0.134 0.100 -0.157 
Protestant ethic score 27 0.548 -0.050 -0.147 -0.092 0.197 0.097 -0.285 0.113 -0.164 
Liquor scale 28 0.472 -0.074 -0.147 -0.036 0.054 0.168 -0.041 -0,033 -0.146 
Friends premarital sex experience 29 0.608 -0. 268 0.036 -0.110 0.078 -0,228 0.212 -0,185 0.526 
Age at sex education 30 0.735 0.015 0.016 -0.048 -0.046 -0.012 0.073 -0,059 -0.031 
Adequacy of sex education 31 0.574 0.040 -0.003 -0.042 0.077 0.093 0.076 0.497 -0.130 
Years attend this school 32 0.690 0.125 0.016 0.005 0.738 -0.019 0.041 0.061 -0.308 
Age 33 0.676 0.348 0.005 -0.018 0.499 -0.046 0.191 0.049 -0.468 
Marital exposure index 34 0.570 0.650 -0,053 -0.161 0.001 -0.156 -0.002 0.026 -0.186 
Advanced courtship experience 35 0.818 0.851 -0.048 0.081 0.068 0.081 -0.165 -0.024 0.035 
Similarity to mother's standards 36 0.834 -0.048 0.816 -0.058 0.001 -0.052 0.009 -0.133 0.082 
Similarity to father's standards Sy7/ 0.846 -0.029 0.837 -0.070 0.034 -0.005 -0.035 -0.119 0,024 
Similarity to peer's standards 38 0.655 -0.043 0.631 0.002 -0,111 -0.254 0.128 -0,085 -0.016 
Similarity to best friend's standards 39 0.619 0.008 0.571 0.190 -0.198 -0.057 0.096 0.033 -0.159 
Alienation score 40 0.527 0.086 -0.039 0.037 0,068 -0.031 -0.004 -0.100 -0.172 
Sex 41 0,657 0.087 -0.020 0.027 -0.017 -0.038 -0.059 0,028 0.761 
Peer parent similar standards 42 0.773 -0.044 0.019 -0.003 0.110 -0.095 -0.045 0.015 -0.009 
Friend parent similar standards 43 0,743 -0.007 -0,182 0.046 0.061 0.077 0.001 0.071 -0.009 
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Farm residence 

Geographic mobility 

Duration of residence 

Size of community 

Generation of Canadian residence 
Father's occupation 

Father's years of schooling 
Age when mother began working 
Occupational aspiration 

High School marks 

Frequency of church attendance 
Respondent's devoutness 
Mother's devoutness 

Proportion of friends married 
Attractiveness rating of respondent 
High school leniency 

Age at first date 

Courtship status 

Age began steady dating 

Age began single dating 
Relationship with mother 
Family happiness rating 
Achievement of goals 

Home discipline 

Confusion re sex norms 

Church teachings adequate 
Protestant ethic score 

Ti quor scale 

Friends premarital sex experience 
Age at sex education 

Adequacy of sex education 
Years attending this school 
Age 

Marital exposure index 
Advanced courtship experience 


Similarity 
Similarity 
Similarity 
Similarity 
Alienation 
Sex 


to mother's standards 

to father's standards 

to peer's standards 

to best friend's standards 
score 


Peer parent similar standards 
Friend parent similar standards 
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Mobility 


Ne) 


0.483 
-0.807 
0.862 
0.054 
0.214 
0.164 
-0.216 
0.076 
0.001 
-0, 063 
0.046 
-0.031 
-0.050 
-0.016 
0.008 
0.056 
0.022 
-0.030 
-0.004 
-0.009 
0.027 
-0.063 
0,002 
0.095 
-0.040 
-0.018 
-0.085 
-0.006 
0.078 
0.048 
0.047 
0.065 
0.066 
-0.016 
0.002 
-0.002 
0.021 
-0,010 
0.034 
-0.030 
0.020 
-0.047 
0.002 


1,818 


Peer-Parent 
Ego Con- 
sistency 


Alienation 


External 


~ Sex 
Controls 


= 


Adequacy 
of Sex 
Education 


0.026 
-0,.139 
-0.003 
-0.153 

0,033 
-0, 063 


1,246 


Generation 


Confusion 
Re Sex 
Norms 


-0,021 
0,003 
-0,018 
-0.051 
-0.019 
-0.047 
0.038 
0.032 
0.017 
-0.187 
0.143 
-0.064 
0.106 
-0.008 
-0.116 
0.001 
0.001 
0.048 
0.203 
0.010 
-0.019 
-0,028 
0.060 
0.142 
0.722 
-0.503 
-0,083 
-0.052 
0.072 
-0.104 
-0.046 
0.084 
0,130 
0.010 
0.032 
0,182 
0.182 
-0, 210 
-0.257 
0.220 
-0.079 
0.030 
-0.035 


1.221 


Mother's 
Influence 


Loy 


1. Factor Analysis of the Independent and the Dependent Variables. 

The first step involved factor analysis of 43 of the independent 
variables for the English data; 27 of these variables were omitted from 
this analysis in order to minimize the erosion of the sample size because 
of incomplete data, The number of cases for whom these data were’ available were 
528. Those included in the analysis are listed in Table XIV. The procedure 
of factor analysis used was the principle axis method. Sixteen possible 
factors emerged having eigen values larger than 1, and only these were in- 
cluded in subsequent steps, following the principle that only factors 
having values of this size explain more than the variables themselves. 

A factor analysis by the principle axis method was performed on the 
43 independent variables, relating them to these 16 possible factors, The 
loading of each variable on each of these factors is found in Table XIV. 
There was little difficulty in identifying or naming most of these factors 
because the pattern of loadings of the independent variables on the factors 
was quite ambiguous. Each of these 16 factors will be briefly described in 
turn, 

The first factor was heavily loaded on two variables only, the current 
courtship status of the respondent, and the most advanced courtship status he 
had ever experienced, and thus appears to be a courtship involvement factor, 

The second factor was most heavily loaded on four variables which 
dealt with the respondent's perceptions of the. similarity of his own sexual 
stanton with those of his mother, of his father, of his peers and of his 
best friend, Accordingly it appears to be a factor indexing perceived 
similarity to reference figures, or conventionality. 


The third factor was heavily loaded on variables indexing the 
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occupation and education of the respondent's father, and to a lesser ex- 
tent of the size of the respondent's community of residence and whether 

or not he lived On a farm. Accordingly this appears to be a socio-economic 
status factor. The last two loadings are explained by the fact that 

those from small towns and from farm backgrounds tend commonly to be from 
lower SES families. 

The fourth factor was heavily loaded on variables indexing occupa- 
tional aspiration, high school marks, years of attendance at the school in 
which the respondent was enrolled, and age, This appears to be a university 
vs. trade school enrollment factor: university students had higher occupa- 
tional aspirations, higher high school marks, more years of attendance and 
to be older in age than the trade school students. 

The fifth factor was very definitely a religiosity factor, which 
loaded on variables dealing with the respondent church attendance and devout- 
ness, and the devoutness of his mother. 

The sixth factor was heavily loaded on two variables dealing with the 
age at which the respondent first began dating, and the age when he began 
single dating. It thus appears to be a courtship precosity factor, 

The SererkD factor was heavily loaded on variables dealing with the 
respondents relationships with his mother, and his rating of how happy his 
relationships were with his family. Accordingly it appears to be a family 
solidarity or family influence factor, 
| The eighth factor was definitely a masculinity-feminity or sex identity 
factor, which loaded heavily on the sex "variable", and less heavily on 
several others which in turn were associated with masculinity or feminity. 

The ninth factor was a mobility factor, which loaded heavily on geo- 
graphic mobility and duration of residence variables. 


The tenth factor was a peer-parent. ego consistency factor, which 


loaded heavily on two variables dealing with the perceived consistency of 


iyeks) 


peers and parents, and of best friend and parents, in regard to stan- 
dards of sexual behavior. 

The event h factor was heavily loaded on variables dealing with 
non-achievement of goals and alienation, and less heavily on variables 
dealing with the respondents perception of his own attractiveness, and 
identification with Protestant Ethic values, the last two being inverse 
relationships, It thus appears to be a non-affirmation or an alienation 
Tractor, 

The twelfth factor was loaded moderately on four variables which 
dealt with the respondent's liquor consumption, perceptions of his own 
attractiveness, perceptions of leniency of high school controls, and per- 
ceptions of home discipline. What all of these appear to have in common, 
is that they relate to controls on sexual involvement with the opposite 
sex: non-consumption of liquor, unattractiveness, strict high school con- 
trols and strict home discipline all have this implication. Accordingly 
it appears to be a factor dealing with external controls on sexual in- 
volvement. 

The thirteenth factor was loaded on two variables dealing with age 
at which the respondent learned "the facts of life" and his rating of the 
sex education which he received. Accordingly it appears to be an adequacy 
of sex education factor, since it was loaded most Reet iat on the latter 
variable, 

The fourteenth factor was loaded most heavily on generation of 
Canadian residence, and less heavily on the other variables which corre- 
lated rather highly with generation, Accordingly it appears to be a 
generation factor, 

The fifteenth factor appears to be a sex norm confusion factor. It 
was loaded most heavily on the variable dealing with the respondents rating 


of his own confusion regarding appropriate sexual behavior, and of the 
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Romanticism 
score 
Wife take 
better job 
Ideal no. of 
children 
Divorce 
acceptable 
Role of 
wife 
Rating of trial 
marriage 
Agreement between 
sex attitudes 
and behavior 
Male sex permis- 
siveness score 
Female sex permis- 
siveness score 
Double stan- 
dard score 
Non-affection double 
standard score 
Dunn employment 
sub-score 
Dunn authority 
sub-score 
Dunn inventory 
total score 
Intimacies permis- 
sible to engaged 
man 
Intimacies permis- 
sible to engaged 
woman 
Lifetime intimacy 
score 
Exposure to trial 
marriages index 
Shobin parent 
attitude scores 
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DEPENDENT VARIABLES ON 6 FACTORS, FOR ENGLISH DATA 


Traditional- 
nw ism in Role 
Definition 


Factor 


Low Valu- 
w ation of 

Marriage 

Factor 


-0.585 
0.121 
-0.143 
-0.702 
0.403 
-0.514 


0.092 


0.188 
0.182 
0.005 
0.036 
0.322 
-0.057 
0.178 


0.132 


0.118 
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0.028 0.069 
-0.090 -0.754 
0.045 -0.341 
-0.017 0.039 
-0.015 0.442 
-0.074 -0.057 
-0,071 0.244 
-0, 286 0.049 
0.127 0.091 
0.831 -0.032 
0.755 0.102 
-0.054 0.430 
0.136 0.051 
0.101 0.154 
-0.017 -0,011 
-0.014 -0.025 
-0.066 0.179 
0.021 0.070 
0.098 0.229 
1.427 1.273 
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Factor 
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adequacy of the Church's teachings regarding sex. 

The sixteenth and last factor was the most difficult to identify. 
It loaded most Meteake on the variable dealing with the respondent's age 
when his mother first took employment outside the home, and less heavily 
on variables indexing the size of the respondent's community of residence, 
and his ratings of home discipline, The size of community is of course 
directly associated with employment of the mother. This appears to be a 
working mother, ora mother's influence factor, 

Factor analysis of the independent variables was followed by similar 
factoring of the dependent variables, Rather than attempt any a priori 
grouping of these, the decision was made to throw all of them, whether 
they related to sexual norms or behaviors, or to attitudes toward or 
experience of common law relationships, or to various aspects of husband, 
wife, or nuke Eawod roles following marriage, into the same pool of items 
to be factor analyzied. Of the total of 75 dependent variables, only 19 
were selected for factor analysis. Most of those which were not analyzed 
were eliminated because they were obviously quite redundant of those which 
were included, and many were in fact component items or sub-scores of the 
variables which were included. A few items which it would have been quite 
desirable to include in the factor analysis were dropped in order to mini- 
mize the erosion of the sample size because of incomplete data since, as 
noted above, the factor analysis technique requires 100 per cent data for 
all subjects, for all variables included in the analysis. Complete data 
were available for this factor analysis for 519 English respondents. 

The variables which were included in the factor analysis of the de- 
pendent variables are listed in Table XV, Six possible factors emerged from 


the first stage of the analysis which had eigen values greater than 1. A 
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factor analysis by the principle axis method was performed on the 19 
dependent variables, relating them to these 6 possible factors. The 
loading of each variable on each of these factors is found in Table XV, 
Each of the 6 factors will be briefly described in turn, 

The first factor was heavily loaded for variables: the male sex 
permissiveness score, the female sex permissiveness score, the items 
dealing with intimacies permissible to engaged men and to engaged women and 
to a lesser extent, the intimacy score which is indicative of the person's 
lifetime sexual experience, Accordingly it seems clear that this is a 
sex permissiveness factor, 

The second factor was heavily loaded on the Dunn Marital Role In- 
ventory total score which measures overall traditionalism - egalitarianism 
in marital role expectations, and the authority sub-score of the Dunn 
Inventory, and less heavily loaded on the Employment and Support sub score 
of the Dunn Inventory, and the Shobin Parent Attitude Scores which measures 
traditionalism - permissiveness in the area of child rearing procedures. 
This appears to be a traditionalism in role definition factor. 

The third factor was heavily loaded on the variable dealing with 
conditions justifying divorce, and was less heavily loaded on romanticism 
scores, the rated desirability of trial marriage, and exposure to trial 
marriage, This appears then to be a low valuation of marriage factor, 

The fourth is quite clearly a double standard in sex norms factor, 
since it loaded on the two double standard scores - the permissiveness 
double standard and the non-affection double standard scores - derivable 
from the Reiss Sex Permissiveness Scales, 

The fifth factor appears to deal with employment of the wife, It 


loaded most heavily on the item dealing with whether or not the wife should 
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take a job which was better paying or more prestigeful than her husband's 
work, It loaded somewhat less heavily on the Employment sub-score of the 
Dunn Inventory, the item dealing with the kind of role the wife should 
play, and that dealing with the dieal number of kids, 

The last factor proved most difficult to name or identify satis- 
factorily. It loaded most heavily on the item signifying disagreement 
between the behaviors and the sex norms of the respondent, somewhat less 
heavily on the item dealing with the ideal number of children, and very 
much less heavily on the intimacy score. High disagreement was directly 
associated with the feeling that larger families were desirable and with 
a high sex intimacy score, This appears to signify some kind of comprom- 
ised traditional morality factor, characteristic of those from a more 
traditional background who have experienced considerable sexual experi- 
moatarton and thus have standards and behavior which are in disagreement, 
but who remain traditional in their wish for larger families. 

The results of this analysis were quite satisfactory in so far as 
it produced five unambiguous factors, two of which related to premarital 
sexual behavior (the sex permissiveness and double standard factors), one 
to trial marriage relationships (the low valuation of marriage factor, and 
two to married behavior (the traditionalism of role definition and the 
wife employment factor) and a more ambiguous compromised morality factor 
which also relates to sexual behavior, The factor scores calculated for 
these factors were all used as criterion variables in regression analyses 
using factor scores calculated for the 16 independent variables as predictors, 

However it did not seem to be satisfactory to limit the analysis to 
these six factors for several reasons. The first is that the dependent 


variables relating to attitudes toward trial law relationships were not 
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very satisfactorily "translated'' into factors. Only one factor relates 

to this area at all, the third described above, and it is most heavily 
loaded in terms of the divorce variable. In fact the two trial marriage 
items which were included in the list to be factor analyzed have two of 
the lowest commonality figures of any on the list, which signifies that 
little of their variance is accounted for in terms of the variance of the 
6 factors which were isolated. Thus if we are to learn as much as we can 
about the correlates or predictors of favorable or unfavorable attitudes 
toward trial marriage relationships, we shall have to use better criterion 
variables than are available from the factor analysis, 

A second eneon is that no size of family factor emerged from the 
factor analysis. In an earlier analysis using more independent variables, 
including the item which asked "how many children do you want to have 
following marriage'' such a factor Ren eek When this latter item was 
cut from the later analysis to eliminate that source of erosion of the 
sample, the factor failed to appear, apparently because now only a single 
item dealt with it. Again it would appear that it was desirable to include 
more than merely the dependent variable factors described above in the list 
of criterion variables for which predictors are sought using regression 
analysis procedures. 

Accordingly two different levels of "causal analysis" were pursued. 
The first and more global involved regression analysis using as criterion 
variables the factors derived from the dependent variables. The second and 
more detailed procedure involved regression analysis of selected depen- 
dent variables relating to each of the three areas of this study. In the 
remainder of the present chapter we shall present only the results of re- 


gression analysis of those criterion variables relevant to sexual attitudes 
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TABLE XVI 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN COURTSHIP ATTITUDE INDICES 


EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR SCORES, FOR 
ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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lReporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 5% confidence level 
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and behavior, This may well lead the reader to wonder whether the 528 
subjects for whom sufficient data were available to calculate predictive 
factor scores represented a biased sample of the 700 English language res- 
pondents in the total sample, or not. An answer to this question was 
sought by comparing the responses of the 528 subjects for whom factor 
scores could be calculated, and the 162 for whom they could not, on each 
of 56 of the most salient independent and dependent variables used in 
this study. The chi square statistic was used as a test of the signifi- 
cance of difference in patterns of responses to these items between the 
two groups of respondents, Tabulation of the chi squares for these 56 
comparisons showed that the frequency of differences was just what one 


would expect on the basis of chance alone, 


2. Step Regression Analysis of Courtship Attitude Indices. 

Three sets of courtship attitude indicators were available for 
step regression analysis using the independent variable factor scores as 
predictors, These were the romanticism score, the various sex permiss- 
iveness scores, and two of the dependent variable eee the sex per- 
missiveness and double standard factors. The proportions of variance in 
these attitude: indices which are explained by the predictive factors are 
shown in Table XVI. In all cases only where the probability that the 
variance explained differed from zero at the 5 per cent confidence level 
or beyond is indication of explained variance included in any of the 
tables which follow. 

The information in the cells of the table is to be interpreted as 
follows, The sign (4+ or -) in each cell of the table shows whether the 
relationship between that pair of criteria and predictors is direct (+) 
or inverse (-), and the figure shows the proportion of the variance in the 


criterion which is accounted for by the predictor, For example in the 
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first cell of the table, the +1.3% signifies that the eretidnehtp between 
the courtship involvement predictive factor and the romanticism score 
criterion is a direct one, and 1.3 per cent of the variance in the latter 
is accounted for by the variance in the former, 

Considering first the romanticism score criterion, the data in 
the table show that it is best (inversely) predicted by university en- 
rollment, courtship precosity, socio-economic status, and alienation. It 
is slightly directly predicted by the conventionality, religiosity, court- 
ship involvement, and family solidarity factors, About 16 per cent of the 
variance in the romanticism scores was accounted for using this set of 
predictive factors, 

The next two indices, the male and female sex permissiveness 
scores, show very similar patterns of association with the predictor 
factors, A high proportion of the variance in each of these two - 

44 per cent in both cases, are explained by the predictive battery, In 
all cases the conventionality, religiosity, and sex identity factors 
predict substantial portions of the variance - about 18 per cent, 9 per 
cent and 7 per cent respectively. The relationships are inverse for the 
first two, and for female sex identity, The external sex controls, court- 
ship precosity, and family solidarity factors predict somewhat less of 

the variance, It is to be noted that the external sex controls predicts 
much more of the male permissiveness than of the female permissiveness 
score, It was also the only factor at all substantially associated with 
the double standard factor. We suggest that it is the liquor consumption 
component of this factor which is associated with acceptance of the double 
standard and so is associated with acceptance of more sexual permissive- 


ness for males than for females. 
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The male and female non-affection scores also show similar patterns 
of association with the predictive factors. Somewhat more of the variance 
in the first than in the second is explained by the predictors however, the 
proportions being 26 and 20 per cent. The most powerful predictor is sex 
identity; again men are more permissive than women, Conventionality, 
religiosity and external sex controls follow in predictive efficiency, 
and all three are negatively related to the two criteria. 

Turning to the sex permissiveness factor criterion we find that a 
very high proportion of the variance in this criterion, no less than 46 per 
cent, is explained by the predictive factors, The pattern of relation- 
ships is very similar to that seen above for the male and female permis - 
siveness scores, on which this factor is of course heavily loaded, 

Almost one half of the total explained variance (20 per cent) was 
explained by a negative association with the independent variable factor 
loaded on perceived similarity of norms to those of parental and peer 
reference figures which we have interpreted as a measure of coercion Tee 
Almost 9 per cent was explained by a negative association with the re- 
ligiosity factor, and 5.7 per cent was explained by sex identity, mascu- 
linity being associated with higher permissiveness factor scores, The 
external sex controls factor (negatively loaded on the liquor consumption 
and positively loaded on low rating of personal appearance) was negatively 
associated with the criterion (3 per cent of variance explained). The 
courtship precosity and courtship involvement factors were positively 
associated with the criterion and explained 2.5 and 2.1 per cent of the 
variance, The family socioarity factor, which loaded heavily and posi- 
tively on the respondents' ratings of their relationships with their 


parents and family, was negatively associated, and explained 2.2 per cent 
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PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN COURTSHIP EXPERIENCE 
INDICES EXPLAINED BY PREDICTIVE FACTORS, FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE 


Courtship Experience Indices 


Predictive Life Time Sex 
Factors Age First Date Courtship Advancement Intimacy Score 

1. Courtship ese +135 
Involvement 


2. Perceived Sim- 


ilar Norms PRR 
(Conventionality) 

3. Socio-Economic yee ul ao Se eae 
Status 

4, University or ut] 4 


Trade School 


5. Religiosity Pinay, ee > (520 
6. Courtship + 9.3 
Precosity : 
7. Home Influence etre 0m 0G 
_ Family Solidarity 
8, Masculinity- | LAS 
Femininity 


9. Geographical 
Mobility 


10, Peer-Parent +2.9 
Consistency 


11.Alienation sales 


12.External Sex +1.6 ee eS 
Controls 


13,Adequacy of Sex The ee 
Education 


14.Generation wie. 


15.,Confusion Regard- a arte sO 
ing Norms of Sex 


16.Mother's Influence Tis. G 


Total Variance Explained 10.4 Sa 47.6 
Numbers of Cases 528 528 528 
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of the variance in the criterion, It is interesting to note that the 
school factor (university or trade school) the alienation factor, and 

the confusion regarding sex norms factor did not contribute significantly 
to explaining the variance in the criterion, 

The second double standard of the factor score criteria, was 
significantly associated with only two of the independent factors, and 
only 3 per cent of its variance was explained by the predictors. Accord- 
ingly it does not seem worth discussing. The relevant data are found in 


the table, 


3. Step Regression Analysis of Indices of Courtship Experience. 

Five indices of courtship experience were used as criteria in a 
step regression analysis for which the independent variable factor scores 
were used as predictors. These five ate the respondent's age at the time 
of his first date, his lifetime courtship advancement, that is the most 
advanced courtship relationship (steady dating, eee eens etc.) he had 
ever experienced, the courtship involvement and ia precosity factor 
scores, and the respondent's lifetime sex intimacy score, that is the most 
intimate form of sexual behavior he had ever experienced. None of the 
variance in either the courtship involvement or the courtship precosity 
factors was explained significantly by any of the remaining independent 


variable factors, and so no further mention of these two criteria will be 


made, However the results of the regression analyses for the remaining three 


criteria will be discussed briefly in turn. The relevant data are found in 
Table XVII. 

The first of these criteria, age at first date, is but poorly ex- 
plained by the predictors, only 10 per cent of the variance being accounted 
for, Most of these "predictors"; courtship involvement, school enrollment, 


and to some extent external sex controls (the liquor consumption component, 


iy) 


of this) are not predictors but rather are correlates, since these factors 
load heavily on items that relate to post first dating experience. 

The second criteria is even less well explained by the predictors, 
with only 8 per cent of the variance predicted by the independent variable 
factors. The most powerful predictor, which yet accounted for only 3 
per cent of the variance was the peer parent consistency factor, For some 
reason that we are not able to explicate, respondents who perceived the 
sexual norms of their peers and their parents as being consistent with 
each other tended slightly toward more advanced courtship than those per- 
ceiving the norms of these two groups as being more inconsistent, How- 
ever contrarywise there was a slight but weaker tendency for the more 
alienated to have had more advanced courtship experience, Clearly the 
data do not suggest that it is the highly alienated who are driven by 
their sense of estrangement into some kind of folie a deu who predominante 
in the advanced courtship ranks, among our sample members. In this con- 
text, it is to be noted that the conventionality factor is not associated 
with this criterion. Socio-economic status is slightly positively asso- 
ciated with the criterion, and adequacy of sex education and religiosity 
are slightly negatively associated with the criterion. 

The third criterion, the lifetime sex intimacy score, which scales 
the most advanced form of sexual intimacy ever experienced by the res- 
pondent, is one of those whose variance was best explained by the predic- 
‘tore used in the whole study; 48 per cent of the variance in the criterion 
was accounted for. Proportions of variance explained by various predictive 
factors include courtship involvement, 14 per cent, (positive association), 
conventionality 10 per cent (negative association), courtship precosity 9 


per cent (positive association), religiosity 5 per cent (negative association), 
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TABLE XVIII 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF REACTIONS TO COURTSHIP EXPERIENCE 
EXPLAINED BY PREDICTIVE FACTORS, FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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dence level. 
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sex identity 5 per cent (masculine association), and external sex controls, 


2 per cent (negative association). 


4, Step Regression Analysis of Items Reflecting Reactions to Sexual 
Experience, 

In this section we shall consider briefly the predictability of 
the variance of three sets of items reflecting reactions to sexual ex- 
perience, The first set involves only those who are sexually experienced 
and deals with their reactions after their first netepeaurss experience, 
Three items are involved: respondents reports of the guilt or regret that 
they experienced following this experience, and a composite index invol- 
ving amount of regret and guilt experienced, and felt justification for 
their behavior. 

The second set includes four items dealing with the extent to which 
respondents felt their sex standards or attitudes and behaviors were in 
adequate agreement. The first item asked how well the respondent felt 
was living up to his sexual standards, the second asked about extent of 
agreement or disagreement between sex attitudes and behavior, the third 
asked how content the respondent was with the current level of agreement 
of his sexual behavior with his attitudes, and the fourth was the com- 
promised morality factor derived from factor analysis of the dependent 
variable indices, 

The third set consisted of one index only, the compromised morality 
factor, derived from factor analysis of the dependent variables, 

The data in Table XVIII show that the first set of items is far 
better explained by the predictive factors than is the second or the 
third sets of items. Thirty five per cent of the variance in the regret 
item and 43 per cent of the variance in the guilt item are explained by 


the predictors. Generally the patterns of predictive power of the 
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independent variable factors for these two items tend to be similar. 
Courtship involvement, conventionality, and sex identity are consistently 
powerful. Religiosity is a predictably powerful predictor for guilt, but 
not for regret or the composite intimacy reaction index, 

The four items dealing with relationship between sexual standards and 
behavior have rather uniformly low predictability, 8 per cent of the first, 
6 per cent of the second and 12 per cent of the third and 10 per cent of the 
fourth being predicted by the independent factors. In all cases school 
enrollment was the best predictor, university attendance being associated 
with reporting closer agreement between standards and behavior. The 
second best predictor was the confusion regarding sex norms factor, with 
those who were confused less content with their conformity with their own 
standards, Courtship involvement was also slightly but significantly 
predictive of the variance of all four criteria, Alienation was also in- 
versely associated with contentment for the first two items and the fourth 
item, External sex controls was associated with the third. 

The data in Table XVIII show that only 10 per cent of the variance 
in the compromised morality factor criterion was explained by the independent 
variable predictors, It was slightly and positively associated with the 
alienation and courtship involvement factors, and equally Seis but nega- 
tively associated with the enol enrollment factor, being associated with trade 
school enrollment. Each of these explained about 2 per cent of the variance 
‘in the criterion, The mother's influence, courtship precosity, and re- 
ligiosity factors were each positively associated with the criterion and 


each explained about 1 per cent of the variance. 


5. Step Regression Analysis of Indices of Changes in Attitudes and Behavior. 


7 a - 
a | 


t qtiw 19 


rie dnsathory “ of 


re 
oP a a 4 @ - a A ie “ % » a 
= -wahas achienes yvoewiant edinajagcs ort w 
- 
. le T ts . f . Pa ’ . . ol 
<0) wliyeeone ‘ce Lm i tonvol tal aah art lead ine 
> 


| ler! ye ae 2 A ' (Pe ao hewn 9 ’ 9 # st brew o 


© 
2 noOas reat 5 7 , 


[ , t fy 
ii m 
‘4 . 
7 
} 
7 
a 
c - - 
) - 
2 ‘ - Sed 
fe , 
aN 
Lo i] ® 7 } 7 te 
. Ps 
«=f D4 ° rez i s Ty - 
et ae 
» 3 a Aree > = ; (2 hu ; 7 
7 - ite Vad 2 d 44 
SStip i} j ; i rif { 7 v) i r Ps _ 


waill bien abbvohtli ©). cope to tastbat 20 aj wc tanh. 


Woe > 


7 7 


ERAS) 


TABLE XIX 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF CHANGE IN SEXUAL ATTITUDES OR 
BEHAVIOR EXPLAINED BY PREDICTIVE FACTORS, FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE 
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But little of the variance in any of the five indices of change 
in sexual attitudes and behaviors is explained by the predictive factors 
included in the present study. The data in Table XIX show that in no 
case was more than 14 per cent of the variance in the criteria ex- 
plained by the predictive factors, The item dealing with changes in 
sexual standards since enrollment in post secondary school was the one 
best predicted by the independent factors, 14 per cent of the variance 
in the criterion being accounted for. Surprisingly only 3.6 per cent of 
the variance in the responses to the item dealing with acts which res- 
pondents had stopped which once made them feel guilty was explained by 
the predictors. 

The most powerful predictor for most of the criteria was school 
enrollment, which explained over half of the predicted variance in re- 
ported changes in attitude and behavior of students, since enrollment 
in post secondary school. University students reported more changes than 
trade school students. This could be the result either of the greater 
liberalism of the university in contrast to the trade school settings. 
More probably it reflects the longer period of attendance at the school 
of university in contrast to trade school students, however. 

In the case of the criterion reflecting changes in attitude since 
the respondent began dating, half of the variance was explained by sex 
identity, with women reporting more of attitude change than men, This 
change is probably away from double standard "female purity" norms to 
which the girls were initially socialized, 

Twelve per cent of the variance in the criterion dealing with 


acceptance of some sex acts which had once been a source of guilt feelinss 
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for the respondent was accounted for by the predictive factors, This ex- 
plained variance was eee cls predicted by four of the independent factors: 
conventionality, courtship precosity, confusion regarding sex norms, and 
geographical mobility. Acceptance of acts was inversely associated with the 
first and last of these four, and directly associated with precosity and 
confusion, 

Generally, school enrollment sex identity conventionality and 
confusion regarding sex norms were significantly predictive of the 
variance for three criteria and courtship precosity and socio-economic 
status were significantly predictive of the variance in two of the 
attitude and behavior change criteria, 

These findings tend generally to support some of the generali- 
zations about change in norms proposed by Reiss as quoted in Chapter II. 
For example his first generalization, ''The lower the traditional level of 
sexual permissiveness in a group the greater the likelihood that social 
forces will alter individual levels of sexual perm ssiveness it This 
generalization fits our finding of more change in attitudes of women than 
men, The stronger the amount of general liberality in a group, the greater 
the likelihood that social forces will maintain high levels of sexual per- 


2 explains the higher permissiveness in university as compared 


missiveness 
with trade school samples, but we have indicated that other explanatiors fit 
the data as well. His third generalization "To the extent that individual 
ties to the marital and family institutions differ, individuals will tend to 
display a different type of sensitivity of permissiveness to social 
forces,""3 accounts in our data, as in his, for the different part played 


by affection in relation to permissiveness for women as compared with men, 


Similarly, the remaining four generalizations which Reiss states all 
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find support in the data which we have presented here, or earlier in this 
chapter. 

However it should be noted at this point that for all five of the 
criteria of change in sexual attitudes and behavior considered in this 
section only a very small proportion of the variance has been explained 
by the predictive battery we have used, We must conclude that the in- 
fluences toward increasing permissiveness to which our English sample 
members have been exposed are so ubiquitous that they tend to be almost 
equally powerful in the various religious, social class, family, etc. 


sub-cultures from which our sample members came. 


C, Summary 

A rather coherent pattern has emerged from this set of data 
dealing with the predictability of indices of courtship and sexual 
attitudes and behaviors, of the reactions following some of these be- 
haviors and of changes in these attitudes and eee aoe In general 
the criteria dealing with sexual aspects, Rrerrer ere ieides. behaviors, 
or reactions to behavior, are quite significantly predictable, the pro- 
portions of variance explained ranging from 48 per cent for lifetime 
sexual experience, to 44 per cent for attitude permissiveness scores, to 
43 per cent and 35 per cent for guilt and regret reactions following inter- 


course among those who are sexually experienced. The non-affection per- 


. missiveness scores were somewhat less predictable, but still quite a 


high proportion of the variance was explained (26 and 20 per cent for the 
male and female scores) in contrast to the remainder of the criteria we 


have considered. For all the attitude items as for the guilt and regret 
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reaction items conventionality was the most powerful single predictor, 
accounting for one third or more of the explained variance in most 
cases, Courtship involvement was the most powerful predictor of sexual 
behavior, and was strongly negatively associated with the experience of 
regret or guilt following intercourse, Religiosity was the third most 
powerful predictor for most of the attitude items and for the guilt 
reaction item, However for the two non-affection permissiveness scores 
it was sex identity which was the most powerful predictor. For the 
other attitude items and for the two reaction items (guilt and regret) 
it was only slightly less powerful. Courtship involvement and courtship 
precosity were very powerful in explaining sex behavior, and also in ex- 
plaining (lack of) guilt and regret. Home solidarity, and external sex 
control were more weakly predictive of the criteria under discussion. 

We may suggest the following generalizations which adequately 
summarize most of these findinsste Sex attitudes are primarily determined 
by differential acceptance of norms, as reflected by the conventionality 
and religiosity items, to a lesser extent by sex identity which, we 
suspect, relates to the differences in orientations of men and women to- 
ward sexual intimacies as preparation for or commitment to marriage, and 
to a much lesser extent by relationships with opposite sex members. 
Sexual behavior is primarily determined by relationships with the opposite 
sex, and to a lesser extent by acceptance of norms (conventionality and 
religiosity) and differences in the attitudes of males and females to- 
ward premarital Pati senicess Guilty reactions to intercourse appear to 
be about equally determined by degree of courtship involvement and 


differential acceptance of norms, with differences in expectations of 
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men and women - double standard expectations in part - also contributing 
significantly. 

Romanticism is less predictable than the criteria just considered 
but it is more predictable than those considered below, The most 
powerful (negative) predictors of romanticism are university attendance, 
courtship precosity, and high social class, all of which suggest more 
of sophistication in knowledge and experience, The most powerful 
(positive) predictors, are religiosity and courtship involvement both 
of which might be seen as connoting an idealized approach to love re- 
lationships. 

The es ALNELESE data and courtship advancement criteria appear 
to be so slightly predictable that there is little use in discussing them, 
The same is largely true of the three items dealing with respondents per- 
ceptions of agreement between their sex norms and behavior. In regard 
to the best of the three, cententment with agreement between standards 
and behavior, confusion regarding sex norms is the best negative pre- 
dictor, and external sex controls - whose physical attractiveness com- 
ponent is at least partly associated with dating frequency - is the best 
positive predictor, Thus it appears that two weak predictors of this 
criterion are lack of uncertainty regarding appropriate conduct and 


lack of opportunity to engage in such conduct, 


Footnotes - Chapter IV 


Ira L. Reiss, The Social Context of Premarital Sexual Permis- 
siveness, (New York, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1967), p. 160 
Toi deve pee vol. 


Ibid. 
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Chapter V 


Orientations to Courtship Among French Sample Members 

In this chapter which presents data secured from the French 
speaking university and the trade school samples in Montreal we shall 
follow the same outline as the preceding chapter. Information ee cere 
to the incidence of attitudes and behavior which are of interest will 
precede information on the antecedents or predictors of these attitudes 
and behavior. The reader is again reminded that less information ie 
available for the French Canadian sample since the questionnaire was 
both modified and shortened without authorization by the research 
assistant in Montreal. Recall also that the French data are probably 
less accurately reflective of the Montreal post secondary school popu- 
lation since the refusal rate for the university students was over 50 
per cent and since the sampling of trade school students was unortho- 


dox. 


A. Description of Attitudes and Behavior 


Ah Attitudes toward Romanticism and Various Premarital 
Sexual Activities 


In Table I is found the proportions of the 404 French Canadian 
sample members who made romantic responses to the items of the romanticism 
scale, by school sub-sample and by sex, together with the responses of 
the 700 members of the English Canadian sample to these same items, 
also classified by sex. It is clear that the pattern of romantic beliefs 
of the French sample is distinctly different from that of the English 
Canadian sample, more so than the latter differed from Reiss' sample of 


American students, as the data in Table i show, The French sample 
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appears to be generally more romantic than the English sample members, 
as seen by the proportions scoring 21 or higher on the romanticism items 
(82 per cent of the former as compared with 36 per cent of the latter) 
and by the proportions agreeing with the individual items. In fact, for 
every item but one a higher proportion of the former than the latter 
group gave romantic responses, and for five of the remaining 7 items 

the French exceeded the English by between 13 and 30 per cent in pro- 
portions giving romantic responses, Particularly noteworthy are the 
following. Thirty per cent more French than English agreed that "There 
is only one real love for a Beveent: Twenty five per cent more meek 
than English agreed that "true love is known at once by the people in- 
volved," and 22 per cent more of the former than the latter agreed that 
"when one is in love, the person whom he loves becomes the only goal in 
hiselife.4 He lives’ almost solely for the other," 

Again, as with the English sample, there is a tendency for the 
male subjects to make romantic responses to these items more frequently 
than the female subjects, however this trend is not as strong in the 
French as in the English sample. 

Again, as in the case of the English sample, we find that the 
Montreal trade school sample is more romantic than is the University 
sample. The differences between the university and the trade school 
samples are somewhat comparable among the English and the French res- 
pondents. Twenty two per cent more men than women for the former and 
24 per cent more men for the latter scored 21 or more on the romanticism 
items, Of the two items showing particularly sizable differences in 


response between the Montreal university and trade school samples, items 


te Ooky 


lj 
‘ 
7’ 


7 


io) idea © ever ° 
; a5 2S 2B 


‘I def V9 ow rsa se 2fro 749 hey 

| ; oye ay 2 igen Soi raee 
ry : 66 : PI 

Pad 2 SF aaekt ; 7 
. 
‘ j 

e 
! ¢ 


nts efit od) 412° 


' aT = 
mn Vigasag ine 1soc3ae sig aetwte 
77 ) 


4 vi. - 


oe F) - 
= 
bd ? 
D 
5 2 | 7 
LP 
se 

rs Au 
_ 

(t 
: 

iA | 


185 


CC 
L 


02 


whe 


00 


CC 


cv 


cv 


LIE 


A 


1 aed ain 


qe 


0c 


28S 


T 86 


€Z 
LLC 


W 


6€7 
ee 


861 
€¢ 
$7? 
ves 
él 
St 


97 


cl 


LS 


89 
LCE 


TBO] 


[ooyos apeay 


OL 98 09T 
SL Ct oc k 
Gc oh 02 
Gc VC 7C 
L8 C6 6LT 
CC 92 0 
0” LY? 07 
TY 62 GE 
8 q&e oT 
82 pb Ov 
6S iwé G9 
cL 92 02 
€S L9 09 
é8 88 S8 
Ol SOL geoil 
A W  TeI0L 
TeorqUOW 


“TBADT YG FO YUCOTIJTUSTS ore SaTeWoeT pue SaTeW Us9eMjIeq ADUeTAeTJIP SATJTUSIS - q 
*[OA2T YL JO PWUROTITUSTS ore SOTBUAay pue SaTeW UseMJEq BOUSASTJIP SaTJTUstIs - e& 
*sqjuepuodser ZE AOF STQETIVAP JOU UOTIEWAOJUT TOOYDS 97IONx% 


jo ARISABATUQ 


C9€ SSE L69 
76 re 8c 
87 Le 8¢ 
Ge GE WAS. 
GSE £OCE 189 
KE val 6T 
GY? pee Ge 
8Y LE TY 
Riek BE TA 
e 
Wee cS 77 
q 
cS £9 6S 
q 
62, e600 = EGY 
OL 98 08 
06 76 c6 
AOL S29 28 
I W [BIOL 


atdwes yst[3uq 


TBO], 


961 
OT 


CC 


€€ 


L81 


0C 


LY 


$7 


69 
“LE 


A 


O6T 


08 


LOC 


W 


66€ 
€l 


02 


SE 


ELE 
XA 
C7 
oF 
al 
AE. 


vES. 


Sl 


8S 


OL 
LIC 


TBI 01 


atdues yousry 


[eo], 


saseo Jo xr9qunN 
*saTeway ueyjseTeu JOJ 9100S ssou 
-SATSStuzed uotTjJOazFe-uoU AsUSsTH 
‘soleway ueyI seTeU 
IOF} aIODS ssauaATsstwurzsd rAsySTy 
Ssa[ewuay 
uey SoTew A0F uotssaadxa 
XOS JO WOpadsr7F 9AOW UT SdADTIOgG 


*‘soseo Jo szaquny 


9 usamjoq Aouedarz0stg 
€ usemjeq Kouederzostq °6 
*asinoo 
“OUT [eITAeWeAd ON °Q 
*zouqzaed pazem 
-O} a72eUOTIJOATTJeE ATAe [NOTA 
-zed Jou y8noy}, esanoozajuyt */ 
‘uoT ONT Ie 
asiNodzaAUyT «=°9 
*SAOT UT 10 
pesesus JI ATUO asAznoodz9qUI °C 
*zouqzaed prem 
-O} a7eUOTIOATTe ATAB[NITA 
-zed Jou ysnoy} ueAe jog “4 
*zouqzazed pzemoq uot oOaTIe 
SUOI}S [9292F JT 29g °C 
*SAOT UT 
IO pesesua usym AzUO 
atTqejdaooe Burjjeg °Z 
‘atTqeqdaooe Aa9A0U 
ST Burjjed y[eqIaeweIg “tT 


a) 
os 


Buo0rqs [90F FT 


SOOTPUL SSOUDATSSTWI9g 


AIGNVS HSLIONA WOU VIVA NOSIYVdNOD HLIM “XHS GNV ‘IOOHOS Ad SATVW UO 
SSHNHAISSIWYYd TWAXYS AO SWYOX SNOIUVA CYVMOL 


Il wMaVL 


SYMGNAN AIdNVS HONGYA JO SACNLILLIV 


ii San," 


oc 


UMRVIGRTHRMS SEINE NG joys 2UGIHAY Gunes | eee 


— eke Wat ay FEET AMI MoaiAETe | 


wiloe gina? ’ Loos ele] ay . @are ' [au 


~~ e thist MS ted . ster 4 


RSE $a zr ey ve Aa : 
“ 
> : j } 
rz A 
a , 
' 
4 ry ’ . 
te y« 
’ s ry 
a ‘ @ 
> 
> 
i 
a4 fi Hs. 
ee #2 dt Pa i¢ a (a3 
>= i - 


ari sot 40 @8X ae 


Tea. 
ra a o = 


a owe yet. sa. Fe 


es 


ae 


ae 


1a) ROUT ISSA 
ave 


<= 


~ 


» yhe q tok egumety 
‘rind com 7 
i] 


-taG Zor mgvecis =2 oss 
iam: 
5annel5 3 i” 4 


isk ne . 


_ 


186 


(Zé 


61 


ce 


62 


“CV 


rT Ze 


OL 


LOE 
W 


6e7 


ce 


£7 


87 


79 


L9G 
TBO] 


Jooyuos aepeiry 


4 


€S 


67 


oF 


LC 
A 


98 091 
18 206 
Zo a oC 
| 
S06. my 86 
esl ee 
a eG 
gol 29 
£1. C1 
$9 = 1G 
q 
707m ORE 
491 402 
W e107 
TePorqUOW 


*[OAZT YG FO JWUROTIJTUSTS ore SOTeWAF puUP SaTeW UDaMJOq VOUATITJIpP saTjJTusts - q 
*TOAZT YL JO WUCOTFTUBTS ore SOTeWOF pue SOTeU UdaeMJEq DOUDTETJIP soTJtTustIs - e& 


yo ARZTISTBATUQ 


AIANVS HSITONA WOU VIVA NOSIYVdNOD HLIM ‘XHS ANV ‘IOOHOS Ad 


o9€ 


9¢ 


Li? 


Lt 


69 


8g 


LCL 
A 


atdues yst{[suq 


SEE 69 
Oleg Et 
oS Wh 
c% . # 
qlE 9% 
qvé vb 
Cm Cel 
pov = oLE 
99 «—o9S 
es? § O€ 
ge ee 
16 68 
see Si 
W TeP70L 


TPIO] 


96T 
87é 
c8 
6T 


cE 
8S 


0¢ 


cv 


9€ 


Se) 


“LE 
i 


€0¢ 


28? 
ZL 
Ze 

q0S 

gO? 


Ee 


q 


66€ 


(gS, 
ce 
92 
Ay) 
67 


co 


TS 


TS 


OL 


276 LOE 
W TPIOL 


atdweg youerzy 


T#20], 


*squapuodsexr ZE AOF STqeTICAS JOU UOTIEWAOJUT TOOYOS 9IONy 


soseo Jo rAaquny 


*poo8 ATayTUTyJep st xes TeATAeWAaAIg 
*poo8 st xaos [eI TAeUIDIg 


°*/ 8 9 UsemMqeq Aouedarostg 
°b 9 € UsdMJIeOq ADULdaADSTG 


*AaSANOOADAUT TeATAaewaazd oN: 


*zouqzaed paemoy 
azeuoTZOaFJe ATAeTNoTIAIAed 
Jou ysnou} esAzAnoodr9aAUTL 
*z0u,2ed 

A1OF uoTROIFFe Buo01zAsS 
[eeF JI assaznoorz9jquy 
“9AOT UT 20 pases 

-ua JIT ATUO asANnod9AUT 
*zouqazed pzeMmoq 
azeuoTjOaFFe AlAeTNoTA 
-zed jou ySnoy usaAd jag 
*zeuqzazed AOJF uotTjAOazZFe 
Bu0I}S [eaF FI Jag 

*9AOT UT 20 pasesua 

uaym ATuo ot, qejdaoor 

ST Surqjed TeATaewerag 
*atqeqdao0e az9A0U 

ST Butjjed [eAtTAzeWaIg 


SadTpuy ssousATSsTw19g 


SHTWWHT YOL SSANHATSSINGYd TWNXHYS JO SWHOX SNOITYVA CUVMOL SUAENAW ATANVS HONTYA AO SACNLILLV 


Til adv 


“OL 
6 
8 


fs 


» 
i 
4 . 
to 
tj “t 
7 - = 
bm 
me - 
- 
. . 
ry s 
2 J 
' 
ow | 
i 
ie 
be 4 
pv ‘ ‘ 
: pe *§ 
AS iw é 
‘ 
a 
5 
. 5 
7 
a 
7. 
» 
i ’ . 
s 
a ; 
a bap, fie 
— 
a 
a 7s € nr 
ae : 
. > - 7 
: a 
ee, &) 
he a 
=> cr 
A ® 


a 
o>: 


he ~ 
9 3 rs 
= = ‘ a ae 
Pd Dy ais - iy 
= 2 i A 
t a YT) 
ss . _— { a 
4 4th a. 


7 
as 


a) 2S 


187 


numbered 2 and 4, the first was also one of two showing similar dif- 
ferences between trade school and university students in the English 
sample, Eighty four per cent of the former, as compared with 65 per 
cent of the latter agreed that "When one is in love, the person whom 
he loves becomes the only goal...", and 65 per cent as compared with 

47 per cent agreed that ''there is only one real love for a person," 
Again, mean differences in age between these groups may account for 

the differences since as noted in Chapter III the trade school students 
are significantly younger than the Montreal university students. 

The differences in romanticism between male and female res- 
pondents in the university and the trade school samples are about 
comparable. 

In TablesII and III are found a summary of the attitudes of 
those of the 404 Montreal sample members who responded to the items 
of the Reiss Male and Female Sex Permissiveness Scale, together with 
the same responses for the English sample. The data show that both the 
male and the female Montreal students are distinctly less permissive 
than the male and female English students, Twenty six per cent of the 
French, as Sich tee with 8 per cent of the English, feel that premarital 
petting is never acceptable for men, while 3G as compared with 11 per 
cent feel that it is never acceptable for females, At the other ex- 
treme the discrepancies were much smaller, Forty six per cent of the 
English as compared with 35 per cent of the French sample members feel 
that premarital intercourse is never permissible for men and 49 per cent 
of the former as compared with 44 per cent of the latter feel that such 


intercourse is never permissible for females. Those permitting inter- 
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course for a man even Kidugnetis is not particularly affectionate to- 
ward his partner include 14 per cent of the French, as compared with 
25 per cent of the English sample, and those permitting such freedom 
to women include 7 per cent of the former and 13 per cent of the latter. 

It is clear from the above that students in the Montreal sample, 
like those in the English sample, are willing to grant more freedom of 
sexual expression to men than to women, The data do not provide a clear 
indication of a stronger commitment to the double standard on the part 
of either the French or the English sample members, The former, more 
often than the latter said they believed in more freedom of sexual 
expression for males than for females, the proportions being 38 per 
cent and 34 per cent. However a higher proportion of the latter (28 
per cent) than of the former (20 per cent) had higher sexual permis- 
siveness scores for males than for females, thus giving clear indication 
of a double standard orientation, 

In the French sample as in the English sample the female compon- 
ent consistently was less permissive than the male component. Generally 
the differences between the permissiveness of men and women was smaller 
in the English than in the French sample, except in terms of attitudes 
toward petting and intercourse where the couple members are not particu- 
larly affectionate toward each other, Here, whereas both male and fe- 
male French subjects tended infrequently to approve of such behavior, 
in the English sample larger proportions of men approved of such behavior, 
while only small proportions of women approved. Thus for these four 
items - two. on the male and two on the female permissiveness scales - 
the male - female differentials were larger for the English than for 


the French samples. 
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Turning to sex differences in the double standard data, a 
higher proportion of French men than women said they believed in more 
freedom of sexual expression for men than women, while in the English 
sample the proportions of male and females agreeing with this item were 
the same. However on the other two indices the male - female differ- 
ences were quite comparable in the French and English samples. 

The data in Tables II and III show that the trade school sample 
is consistently less permissive than the university sample: pre- 
marital petting by men is never acceptable to 32 per cent of the former 
as compared with 15 per cent of the latter, and premarital intercourse 
by men is never acceptable to 54 per cent as compared with 35 per cent, 
These differentials tend to hold for both the male and the female com- 
ponents of the two samples. 

The differences between the two school samples in terms of the 
double standard indices are quite remarkable. In terms of the first, 
58 per cent of the male, as compared with 36 per cent of the female 
trade school students reported believing in more freedom of sex expres- 
sion for males than for females, while for the University students the 
proportions were 24 and 25 per cent. However the same proportions of 
male and female trade school students, 20 per cent, recorded higher 
male than female sex permissiveness scores, while for the university 
students the proportions were 16 per cent for males and 25 per cent for 
Ueemanee! This suggests stronger acceptance of the double standard by 
university women than men, There were no differences between male and 
female university students in those recording higher male than female 


non-affection permissiveness scores, but among the trade school students 
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20 per cent of the men as compared with only 7 per cent of the women 
recorded higher scores for males than for females, This suggests that 
strong identification with the double standard is found among the 
trade school males but not females, and that this tendency toward the 
double standard is restricted to intimacies with casual or "pickup" 
partners, It does not extend to partners having strong love involve- 
ments, 

Are there differences between the French and the English samples 
in the extent to which sexual intimacies are viewed hedonisticly, as a 
source of erotic pleasure, or as expressions of affection? The data in 
lines 9 and 10 of Tables II and LII suggest that there are. The first 
two lines show that affection makes more differences in permissible male 
intimate behavior for French than English subjects, but this pattern is 
confused where permissible female intimate behavior is concerned, 
There are interesting contrasts between the attitudes of the male and 
female components of the two samples. Among the English students the 
presence of affection makes more difference to the women than to the men 
in three out of the four cases of intimate behavior under consideration, 
while among the French students the presence of affection makes more 
difference to the men than to the women in all four of the cases in 
question. When we turn to the data for the separate school samples we 
find that this last generalization is more strongly true of the trade 
school than of the university students. The viewpoints of male and 
female students tend to be more homogeneous in the latter than in the 
former case, 


Unlike the English sample, the French sample members showed no 
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particular tendency to feel that women should be more strongly in- 
fluenced by the quality of the relationship in deciding about permis- 
sible intimacies, than men should. This was true of both the total 
sample, and of the male and female components, This again suggests 
less acceptance of the double standard among French than among English 
students. This was also generally true of the two French school sub 
samples, although there was a slight tendency for the male university 
students, only, to expect that women should be more strongly influenced 
by the quality of the relationship, than should men, 

Le Premarital Sexual Experience 

In Table IV are found the proportions of subjects who have ex- 
perienced various forms of premarital sexual behavior, by school sub- 
sample and by sex, together with comparison data for the English sample. 
The data appear to show that the French sample members are generally 
less sexually experienced than are the English sample members. Unfor- 
tunately in this section there was little comparability in the way that 
the relevant questions were worded for the saree the English samples; 
thus the contrasts between the two samples must be taken as only generally 
suggestive. The implication of the data is, however that the former 
sample includes more who are inexperienced in petting, and slightly more 
who are inexperienced in intercourse, than the latter sample. These 
differences are much more true of the female than of the male components; 
. in fact the French males reported higher incidence of intercourse ex- 
perience than the English males. 

The data for the school samples shows that the trade school 
students ave distinctly more sexually experienced than the university 


students, and this is equally true for both the male and the female 
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_components of these samples. Recall that this is precisely the re- 


verse of the situation in the English sample where it was the trade 
school students who were least experienced, 

Are there differences between the French and the English sam- 
ples in proportions sharing intimacies with loved and unloved partners? 
The data in Table IV suggest generally that there are no such differences 
between the total samples or between the male and the female components 
of the two samples. The data show that there is a slight tendency for 
more of the trade school students to report that they were in love with 
those with whom they petted than university students, However these 
differences are not substantial, 


Bye Normative Context, and Consequences 
of Sexual Behaviors 


The French respondents were asked a number of questions on their 
attitudes toward various sources of norms defining sexual behavior, and 
these questions were verbatim translations of the questions which were 
asked of the English students, They were also asked the same questions 
as the English students concerning the precautions they took during 
intercourse and their reactions following their first intercourse exper- 
ience. Some of their responses to these questions are summarized in 
Table V, together with comparable responses from the English sample, 

Generally the data in the table show that the French sample is 
more conventional and more satisfied with contemporary definitions of 
acceptable sexual behavior than the English sample members, French 


students were less often dissatisfied with societies' sexual codes (34 


sper cent, vs, OL per cent for the English). They less often felt that 


the church's teachings about sex norms were not satisfactory or realistic 
oO 
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(45 per cent vs. 72 per cent). Fewer reported that they had never tried 
to follow the church's teachings on sex (34 per cent vs. 49 per cent). 
It is remarkable that there is about the same amount of dif- 
ference in these responses between male and female French respondents 
as there was between men and women in the English sample. There is 
more difference between French men and women in their responses to the 
first item in the table than there were between English men and women, 
but this is reversed in the fourth item, and otherwise the patterns of 
differences are quite comparable, The trade school students are dis- 
tinctly more traditional or conventional in their attitudes than are 
the University students, as seen in their dissatisfaction with societies 
norms (47 vs. 26 per cent), with the teachings of the church (53 vs. 42 
per cent), and in the proportions who have never tried to follow the 
church's teachings on sex (45 vs. 27 per cent). More detailed examina- 
tion of data in Table V shows that the differences between the male 
components of these two samples are far more striking than the differ- 
ences between the female components. This is particularly true in the 
case of item 4 in the table, which shows that 35 per cent of the women 
in trade school and 39 per cent of the women in University report never 
having tried to follow the church's teachings on sex, while for the men 
these proportions are 19 per cent and 49 per cent, respectively. These 
data do raise some questions, Why is it that more of the trade school 
women than men say they never tried to follow the church's teachings - 
no answer to this question can be suggested, Why is it that so many more 
men who eventually went to University, than men who later went to trade 
school started out by ignoring the teachings of the church on sex? Per- 


haps the former did come from more emancipated home situations, Perhaps 


ta: evga 


Oj 


. 
ere 


S - 
i] 7 aR Ves 


= 


oe 


_ 


a 2 


_ 
7 


@ 


ot 


iy SAN 


a 


a 


) 


7 2 oe 


+ moda al 9642 eld dite 


; - 


olan '‘Nét24d. Suaiaqeho*s - 


hetrgun 68 cia nohitam, able 


Swot al of 


7 


7 
in, Bare, vale 
a 
1 


ayaa, Marae aw 
: | 


ind 
e 
7 


; 7 . 
reel} os shea tiae 
7 anh 7 
aie sess 


og 
4 : 
7 


ina 


glen Vania 


i 


196 


7OL 


79 


61 


18 


GS 


CC 


A 


€OL 


6S 


Le 


78 


ge 


“YY 
e 


W 


LOZ 


19 


72 


c8 


Ty 


Lee 


[eI0] 


Jooyos epeay 


69 


6L 


O€ 


96 


0S 


LOT 


A 


“oTqelTTeae ejep ou - 


‘TOAST 7G Je QUROTJTUSIS ere SaTPWeZ pur SeTeU UsEeMJeq SadUs1OTFTP SoTytusts - q 


“TOAST %1 Fe QUBOTITUSTS OTe SETeWey pue Sa TeU UBsEeMIOq SB9DUSTIFFTP SoTJTUsTS - & 


c8 HST 
te) CL 
Le Le 
c8 88 
OS cS 
LOCt moot 
W TeIOL 
TeorqUOW 


yo AATSADATUQ 


OSS) sbec-g Loe EG) sect L9€ *soseo JO Sszequinn 
A[eso lo 20 ATesoTo 

1S OS OS ite €9 L9 AZOA Sprzepueqs ysed 07 dn pdaaTyT 
poo3 AjTaTUuTyJep 

” = = CZ 6Z 1Z SBM soUEeTIedKe [TeNxXes JSATF spToeeq 


,ATESOTO,, 10 


06 68 06 88 €8 Gg, ATASOTO ArOA,, AOTAPYaq [eNxXES 
JO spaepuejs quoesead 03 dn saaTyT 


,soztdoad zey,0 se 
eues oy JsSoOWTe e1e swAoU 


q pue 2JoTAPYeq [eNxXes sty slIeq 
,saytdoad 
ye 5 ad (AW Why kVA zeayjo se owes 9y} e1e swai0U 
pue szoTaeyeq [enxes sty s[eeq 
i W TeIOL i W TeIOL 
otdwes yst[suq atdwes yousery soouetrzedxy Tenxes OJ suoTIOPOY 


yTeqo, yTeqo, 


alan S HSITONA WOud VIVG NOSTUVdWOO HLIM 


XAS GNV IOOHOS Ad “SUSEWAW ATANVS HONDA dO SHONATAAdXa TWNAXAS OL SNOILOV aa 


IA w1avVL 


+ 
‘ 
@ 
: Ss0qws Teen 
= id 7 
® w< - 
= 
Gary) BY 24 ; : 
; : g 53 »- ks 52> @y 
f 7 ° b 
‘ ’ i ae ; 
' *—. 
* 
- 
So 7) 1 abe; 
F 7 riz yt 
$ : ll 
" e § 4¢ 


lad rsa aseudias asp 
| <- (ss ie 
rele? So tcfer eee sdoner 
- e > a= 
- - 


197 


on the other hand they became emancipated at some later stage, and then 
projected this emancipation back on their earlier years, 

Data in Table V show that the French speaking male respondents 
report that they are somewhat more confused about what is right and 
what is wrong regarding premarital sex than the English speaking male 
respondents. This would seem to be related to the fact that the latter 
group is more emancipated from conventional standards than the former 
group. There are no differences between French and English language 
female respondents, This is a bit surprising since the latter group was 
more critical of contemporary sexual standards than the latter, but 
note that these groups did not differ i‘. their relative conformity to 
the teachings of the church, 

A higher proportion of French university students (57 per cent) 
than of trade school students (35 per cent) say that they are confused 
about sex standards. This differential is found for both the male and 
the female students between the two schools, 

This pattern of relationships is considerably illuminated by res- 
pondents' reports and comments on their own sexual standards which are 
found in Table VI. French students report that they lived up to their 
past standards quite well more frequently than English students do, but 
there are only negligible differences between the two samples in their 
reports of how well they live up to current standards. 

The university students, including both the men and the women, 
reported that they lived up to their past standards very closely or 
closely, slightly more frequently than did the trade school students, 
the proportions for the two schools being 72 per cent and 61 per cent, 
The same gross pattern is found in the students ratings'of how well 


they live up to their present standards of sexual behavior, However 


pao Pes 


uy Tid ony ‘ '¢ q NUNN Ora tas aa 9a c¥rg vin mat 
— ' ‘ : 
F ’ . 
: ' f , . ; oe J } 
4 
i! 'f 
7 i } » 
° 
‘ 1% i ] 
p 
{ 
. 


} st fet? <fiagepysy 90a 


‘ 
& 


a — : : 
p46 bam sneer Gey a pzied' bldnive dee wer 259 
- 


198 


oat 
CY 


76 
L8 


O€ 
€€ 


18 


*[AAIT YT We WUROTJTUZIS oe SaTPWAy pUe SOTeEU UdeMJeq S|adUaeTAZTJIp satTsTusts - 


71 GT 
poe €¢ 
Al 0¢ 
pee LS 
Lo OcT 
GL LE 
W LEIOy, 
TeerjUOYy 
JO *N 


02 
El 


€¢ 
cL 


SS 
O€ 


€ZT 
cS 


W 


‘ atdues 
yst [sug 


ev él Se G7 
et 8c ‘LE O€ 


90T 81 CV 09 
Le ey, oe Se 


98€ LST gm sLeLs sec Sc 


LS 5S laeo? 9L 
leIOT a W TPIOL 
atTdwes 


Teqo], youerzy 


VIVd NOSTYVdNOD WIdNVS HSITIONA HLIM 


bb 


N 
vA 


XHS GNV IOOHOS Ad “SUSEWAN ATAWVS HONAYA Od 
HONATYAdXY ASUNOOWAINI HLIM SHOLLOVad NOILIdAOVUINOD ANV ONINNIYA AO NOILVIOOSSV 


ITA WIaVL 


*asaznooz9qUuT ButTanp 
SeATzds0erIUOD pasn ADAON 


‘our AraAd 
asSANooA9AUT Butanp 
SdaATIda0eIRUOD posyp 


*ToyooTe JO aoUEeNT TUT 
ATOpuN YsTTYM SsoTOeWTIUT 
XoSs UT pasesua rzAaAaN 


e 


69S 


69¢ 


LOL 


Zoe te et 
SaefEs Sijiw aateg 


Be ettouta 9 a 
. 


199 


a more detailed examination shows that the difference in responses is 
found only for the women, Ninty six per cent of female students in 
the university, as compared with 81 per cent of those in the trade 
school say they live up to their present standards of sexual behavior 
very closely or closely. The implication of this appears to be that 
while a majority of both the male and female university students said 
their standards had become less strict, for more women than men, this 
change was sufficiently massive that there is now telt to be Jittle 
discrepancy between standards and behavior. 

A question which was included on the French but not on the 
English schedules asked how the respondent felt his sexual standards 
and behaviors compared with those of other people. The data in the table 
show that just over one quarter (27 per cent) reported feeling that 
their behaviors and standards were the same as other peoples', and 
almost one half reported feeling that they were almost the same, A 
higher proportion of trade school students, including both men and 
women (33 per cent) made the first response than of university students 
(16 per cent). 

Substantially fewer French than English students report ever 
having engaged in sex intimacies while under the influence of alcohol 
according to the data in Table VII. The proportions who say they have 
never done so are 76 per cent for the former and Bjaperucent for ithe 
latter. The discrepancy between the two samples is larger for the 
female components (32 per cent) than it omen the male components 
(11 per cent) and the data in the table shows that there are larger 
differences between the two sex groups among the French than among the 


English respondents. Put differently this suggests that there are more 
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similarities between the male and female drinking patterns, as these re- 
late to sexual behavior, in the English than in the French sample, There 
are no differences between the two French schools, but the differences 
between males and females are larger among the trade school students 

than they are in among the university students, This suggests that 

there is something of a double standard in drinking patterns, and that 
it is tending to break down in university circles, but it is persisting 
strongly at the trade school level. 

The practice of contraception by those experienced in intercourse, 
is more common among the English than among the French sample members: 
see Table VII. Slightly more of the latter, 38% as compared with 31 
per cent of the former use contraceptives every time or most of the 
time, while 30 per cent of the latter as compared with only 13 per cent 
of the former never use them, There are no noteworthy differences be- 
tween males and females in this regard. However the data do show some 
striking differences between the two school samples, Among the men, 
contraception is more common among the trade school than among the uni- 
versity students (45 vs. 27 per cent). By contrast among the women it 
is the university rather than the trade school students who more fre- 
quently practice contraception (65 per cent vs, 27 per cent). Clearly 
the latter differential is accounted for by the greater sophisticated 
care to prevent conception among the university women, Among the men, 
the differential is perhaps accounted for by greater concern to pre- 
vent venerial disease through use of contraceptives among the trade 
school than among the University men, It should be noted that this item 


was carelessly translated into French, since the question in English read 
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"If you have engaged in sexual intercourse, did you or your partner 

take precautions to prevent pregnancy?" while the translation read "If 
you have already made love, have you used means in order that you (or 
your partner) would not become pregnant?" Thus there is not the general 
agreement between male and female responses for the French sample, where 
each sex group is reporting for itself alone, as there is between male 
and female responses in the English sample, where each sex group is re- 
porting for both members of the couple. 

Unfortunately questions dealing with the respondents reaction 
following his first intercourse experience were not included in the 
French questionnaire as they were in the English questionnaire. The 
former schedule did include the question "What was your reaction the 
first time that you experienced a type of sexual relation." followed by 
a list of alternative responses, including "a great deal of happiness 
and satisfaction."' This question is slightly similar to the following 
question included in the English schedule: "In regard to the first time 
you had intercourse...Do you now feel that the experience was basically 
a good one or a bad one?" However the latter question is more specific, 
oriented as it is to reaction following intercourse experience and thus 
there is no point in commenting on the differences in response to the 
two questions by the two sample members, which are recorded in Table 
VI. The data there do show that the French men slightly more frequently 
than the women felt that their first experience was definitely a good 
one, and the university students more frequently than the trade school 
students also made this response, This latter difference is more 
characteristic of the female than of the male components of these two 


samples,it should be noted however, 
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4, Changes in Attitudes and Behaviors 

How much of the permissiveness in sexual attitudes and behavior 
among the French students was the result of changes in attitude since the 
onset of dating or of attendance at their post secondary schools, as 
compared with the impact of early training? The data which are availa- 
ble for answering this question are largely, but not completely the 
same as those available for the English sample. Three of the ques- 
tions which are relevant here were the same in the English and the 
French schedules. These were the following: 

Have your attitudes toward sexual behavior changed since 

you have begun dating? 


If yes, have they become more strict, or less strict? 


Which of those acts that once made you feel guilty have 
you come to accept? 


Which of those sexual acts that once made you feel guilty 
have you stopped performing? 


The following two questions were like their counterparts in 
the English schedule, except that in the latter subjects were asked if 
their attitudes or behavior had changed, whether they had become more 
Orr lessastrict, 


Have your sexual standards changed since you came here (to 
this school)? 


Has your sexual behavior changed since you have been here 
(at this school)? 


The data in Table VIII suggest that, as with the English subjects, 
responses to the attitude and behavior change items were associated with 
the permissiveness indices, but they explained little of the variance 
in the former. The change question which was most closely associated 


with the permissiveness indices was "Which of those acts that once made 
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you feel guilty have you come to accept?", but this item explained only 
16 per cent of the variance in the lifetime intimacy score, and only 
10 per cent in the male and female permissiveness scores, 

_ When are the French students aware of changes having taken place 
in their sexual standards and sexual behaviors? Some of the answers 
to this question are found in the data in Table IX, Unfortunately 
in several cases we cannot say whether the changes were to a more or a 
less strict standard, because this question was omitted from the French 
language schedule by the French Canadian research assistant. 

The data in Table IX show that, as compared with the English 
students, more of the French students report no change in their sex 
attitudes since they began dating, the proportions being 30 per cent 
for the* latter’ and 22°*pér cent for*the \former.. Far more of the French 
report that their standards have become more strict (30 per cent), while 
only 40 per cent report that their standards have become ieee Strict, 

The comparable proportions for the English sample members are 12 per 
cent, and 66 per cent, The French women students more often reported no 
change, or a liberalization of their attitudes than did the men students, 
for the total sample, and for the two school sub-samples as well. The 
trade school students more often reported no change, or a change toward 
increasing strictness in their attitudes, as compared with the university 
students. 

The French students were asked whether or not their sexual stan- 
dards and behavior had changed since coming to the post secondary 
schools in which they were enrolled, but they were not about the direction 


of any changes they reported. Slightly more reported that their behavior 
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was unchanged (74 per cent) than reported that their attitudes were un- 
changed (67 per cent) and slightly more women reported no changes in 
either than did the men, Surprisingly, the university students re- 
ported no change in attitudes or behavior slightly more frequently than 
did the trade school students. This pattern was reversed in the case 
of the English data. 

Some indication of the kinds of liberalization of behavior 
which have occurred among the French students in our sample is provided 
by their answers to the question "Which of those acts that once made 
you feel guilty have you come to accept?" About half of the members of 
the total sample, and about half of the school sub samples as well, 
indicated that there were such behaviors which they had come.to accept, 
Only for the trade school sample was there a differential between the 
sex groups, and here a smaller proportion of female than of male 
students said there were such behaviors. In terms of the behaviors 
actually listed, the pattern was very similar to that found for the 
English students, Petting was the behavior most often mentioned, re- 
ported by 22 per cent of those answering the question, followed by 
intercourse (14 per cent), "everything" (10 per cent), and "french 
kissing", (10 per cent), Slightly more women than men said they had 
come to accept kissing and petting: while slightly more men than women 
said they had come to accept intercourse and "everything". 

Only about 15 per cent of the French students said that there 
were some acts which once made them feel guilty which they had now 
stopped performing. The behaviors most frequently mentioned included 


petting, mentioned by 17 persons (4 per cent), kissing, mentioned by 15 
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persons, masturbation, mentioned by 10 and intercourse mentioned by 9, 
More women tended to mention petting, while more men mentioned mastur- 
bation, More women than men said that there were acts which they had 
stopped, the proportions being 18 and 13 per cent, Likewise 21 per 

cent of the university, as compared with only 11 per cent of the trade 
school students said that there were acts which they had stopped per- 
forming. While there were no differences between the male and female 
university students, among the trade school students, more women than 


mend said there were acts they had stopped doing, 


B. Correlates and Predictors of Attitudes and Behaviors 

The data analysis procedures used with the French Canadian data 
sax. the same as those used with the English Canadian data: cross tabu- 
lation analyses, factor analyses and regression analyses were performed, 
Since there were fewer questions in the French than the English language 
schedules there were fewer independent and dependent variables available 
for use in the performing the analyses. The independent variables 
numbered 54 and the dependent variables numbered 64. Indication of the 
first is found in Table XIII, and indication of the second is found in 
Tables X, XI, and XII in the preceding chapter. 

As in the case of the English language data, there appears to 
be no purpose in reporting on the very detailed results of the cross 
tabulation analysis of the independent variables, Again the significant 
relationships between these sets of variables which were found were 
summarized in matrix tables which show merely whether or not the re- 
lationship for each pair of variables was significant, and if so the 
confidence level, the nature of the relationship, and the size of the 


contingency coefficient. These tables, for the sexual attitudes and 
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Farm residence 

Geographic mobility 

Duration of residence 

Size of community 

Father's occupation 

Father's years of schooling 
Age when mother began working 
High school marks 

Frequency of church attendance 
Respondent's devoutness 
Father's deyoutness 

Mother's devoutness 

Entertain alone 

Proportion of friends married 
Attractiveness rating of respondent 
Age at first date 

Courtship status 

Relationship with father 
Relationship with mother 
Family happiness rating 

Home discipline 

Social codes good 

Confusion re sex norms 

Church teachings adequate 
Follow church teachings 
Protestant ethic score 

Liquor scale 

Know of trial marriages 

Anomie score 

Adequacy of sex education 
Years attend this school 

Age 

Marital exposure index 
Advanced courtship experience 
Similarity to mother's standards 
Similarity to peer's standards 
Similarity to best friend's standards 
Alienation score 

Sex 

Peer parent similar standards 
Friend parent similar standards 


WDIDAPwONE 


SL ini 


+ Religiosity 


-0.090 
-0. 004 
-0.130 
0.052 
-0.164 
0.192 
0.026 
0.080 
-0.724 
0.710 
0,124 
0.108 
0.166 
-0.000 
-0.043 
-0.144 
0.124 
0.083 
0.252 
0.199 
0.155 
0.658 
-0.046 
0.756 
-0.679 
0.237 
0.254 
-0.076 
0.026 
0.190 
0.173 
0.079 
0.050 
0.128 
-0.464 
-0.123 
0,082 
-0.049 
-0.026 
-0.032 
-0.000 


3.280 
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0.754 0.057 
0.065 0.028 
0.151 0.069 
0.713 0.104 
-0,666 0.053 
0.677 -0.002 
0.032 -0.070 
0.116 -0.049 
-0.123 -0.165 
0.173 0.135 
0.107 Q.031 
0.048 -0.050 
-0.150 -0.092 
0.114 -0.036 
-0.015 0.020 
-0.150 0.062 
0.086 -0.003 
-0.079 0.710 
0.142 0.674 
0.077 0.782 
-0.009 -0.088 
0.007 0.110 
-0.116 -0.028 
-0.074 0.108 
-0.049 -0.147 
0.051 0.155 
0.037 -0.010 
0.095 -0.071 
0.035 -0.088 
-0.050 0.523 
0,081 -0.128 
0.070 0.142 
-0.246 0.115 
0.082 0.011 
-0.207 -0.056 
0.162 0.069 
-0.023 -0.074 
0.057 -0.071 
0.130 -0.059 
0.061 0.086 
0.018 -0.033 
2.388 2.106 


© Alienation 


Family 
~ Devoutness 


Farm residence 

Geographic mobility 

Duration of residence 

Size of community 

Father's occupation 

Father's years of schooling 
Age when mother began working 
High school marks 

Frequency of church attendance 
Respondent's devoutness 
Father's devoutness 

Mother's devoutness 

Entertain alone 

Proportion of friends married 
Attractiveness rating of respondent 
Age at first date 

Courtship status 

Relationship with father 
Relationship with mother 
Family happiness rating 

Home discipline 

Social codes good 

Confusion re sex norms 

Church teachings adequate 
Follow church teachings 
Protestant ethic score 

Liquor scale 

Know of trial marriages 

Anomie score 

Adequacy of sex education 
Years attend this school 

Age 

Marital exposure index 
Advanced courtship experience 
Similarity to mother's standards 
Similarity to peer's standards 
Similarity to best friend's standards 
Alienation score 

Sex 

Peer parent similar standards 
Friend parent similar standards 
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behavior, trial marriage relationships and marital role areas, are 
found in Appendix D. Those interested in checking the SenauoeR and 
direction of the relationship between particular pairs of independent 
and dependent variables may do so by consulting the appropriate table 
in that Appendix, 

Again, as in the case of the English language data, most of the 
independent and dependent variables were factor analyzed, separately, 
in order to reduce the number of variables to be included in the re- 
gression analyses, Only a portion of each set of variables was factored 
in order to reduce the erosion of the sample size which resulted be- 
cause of incomplete data. The number of subjects included in the factor 
and regression analyses was 220 in the case of the independent variable 
factors and 216 in the case of the dependent variable factors. 


rr Factor Analysis of the Independent 
and the Dependent Variables 


The factoring of the independent variables was performed first, 
Factoring of 41 of these variables resulted in the identification of 14 
possible factors having eigen values larger than one, A factor analysis 
by the principle axis method was performed on the 41 independent variables, 
relating them coucne ge 14 possible factors, The loading of each variable 
on each of these factors is found in Table X, Each of these 14 factors 
will be briefly described in turn. 

The first factor was heavily loaded in terms of four variables 
involving the respondent's church attendance and attitudes toward its 


teachings, and one variable involving attitudes toward social codes 


defining sexual behavior, This appears clearly to be a respondent 


religiosity Factors 
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The second factor was heavily loaded on two variables only, the 
current courtship status of the respondent, and the most advanced 
courtship status he had ever experienced, and thus appears to be a 
courtship experience factor, 

The third factor was most heavily loaded on the age variable, and 
less heavily loaded on five other variables which are powerfully reflec- 
tive of age, including duration of residence, high school marks (which 
differentiate the older university students from the younger trade 
school students) whether or not the respondent lives alone, his liquor 
consumption experience, and his years of attendance at the school in 
which he was enrolled, which also differentiated the university from 
the trade school students, Accordingly this appears to be an age 
factor. 

The fourth factor was associated with variables indexing the 
respondents father's occupation and educational attainment, and the 
pie of the community of residence, and thus appears to be a socio- 
economic status factor, 

The fifth factor was most heavily loaded on variables reflecting 
the respondent's ratings of his relationships with his father and his 
mother, and of how happy his relationships were with his family. 
Accordingly it appears to be a family solidarity or family influence 
factor, 

The sixth factor was most heavily loaded on the ai eneenen and 
anomie variables and so appears to be an alienation factory" It *should 
be remarked that although the anomie scale was not found in the English 
schedule it was included in the French schedule by the French research 
assistant, 

The seventh factor appears to be a family devoutness factor, It was 


most heavily loaded on two variables dealing with the religious devoutness 
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of the respondent's father and mother, 
The eighth factor is loaded heavily on variables dealing with 
the respondents liquor consumption, his ratings of his own attrac- 
tiveness, his age at first dating and his knowledge of couples living 


commonlaw together, All of these appear to have in common a factor 


which we shall call fast popularity with the opposite sex, 
The ninth factor is the masculinity - femininity factor, heavily 


loaded on the sex variable, and less heavily loaded on two factors 
associated with masculinity or femininity: whether or not the respondent 
lived alone, and the level of his high school marks, 

The tenth factor is the peer - parent consistency or normative 
consistency factor, heavily loaded on the variables dealing with the 
respondents perceptions of the Similarity between the sexual standards 
of his peers and his parents, and his best friend and his parents, 

The eleventh factor is the mobility factor, heavily loaded on the 
geographic mobility variable, and less heavily loaded on the duration 
of residence variable. 

The twelfth factor indexes perceived similarity to peers, It is 
heavily loaded on variables dealing with the respondent's rating of the 
similarity of his sexual norms to those of his peers and of this best 
friend, 

The thirteenth factor loads heavily on the home discipline 
variable, and to a far lesser extent, on the Similarity to best 
Fetena variable, It thus appears to be a home discipline factor, 

The fourteenth and final variable loads moderately on the 
variables indexing whether or not the mother worked, and identification 
with Protestant Ethic values, and to a lesser extent on variables in- 


dexing similarity with mothers standards, knowing couples living together 
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Romanticism 
score 
Wife take 
better job 
Ideal no. of 
children 
Wife work 
Divorce 
acceptable 
Role of wife 
Children wanted 
Rating of trial 
marriage 
Agreement between 
sex attitudes 
& behavior 
Male permissive- 
ness score 
Female permiss- 
iveness score 
Double standard 
score 
Non-affection 
double stan- 
dard score 
Dunn employment 
sub-score 
Dunn authority 
sub-score 
Dunn inventory 
total score 
Lifetime inti- 
macy score 
Shobin parent 
attitude scores 


Commun- 
alities 


0.431 
0.608 


0.894 
0.454 


0.329 
0.566 
0.893 
0.440 


0.744 


0.834 
0.844 
0.744 


0.581 


0.680 
0.736 
0.850 
0.606 


0.533 


TABLE XI 


FACTOR LOADINGS OF 18 DEPENDENT VARIABLES ON 6 FACTORS, FOR FRENCH DATA 


Marriage 


Egalitar- 
= ianism in 
Roles 


Sex Per- 
issive- 
ness 


rm m 


Children 
& © Wanted 


f-) 
= 
N 


o 
ro} 
iS) 
= 


Wife 
4 Employ- 
ment 


Standard 


Similar- 
o ity With 


Others 


0- 


ar? 
£28.0 PAI é 
fa iy 


ig ‘ee ie os 
(Mawisd cael |. eee 


On - 0.0 |, _. RO g a9bus a 


7 Tc e 
7 sad os Wot -aviseis vi 
(ag. vad §00,0 P£8 0 OF cE 
a. pail o,f eee C4 | a a 
ees. 0 : 30,0 #38.0 ir $1072 A Bs is eg 
ase Beehins: “Sy ; 


180.0 ALG,6~ ante 
- zi 


2 
bs 


A oe 903.0 st 


2468 


common law, and knowing people who are married, The last two relation- 

ships are negative, This appears to be a factor indexing influence of 

a working mother, It is negatively related to the respondents’ having 

friends and siblings who are married, because it is the younger mothers 

who are emancipated; thus respondents who are offspring of these mothers 

tend to have fewer friends, and fewer older siblings who are married, Why the 
factor is negatively associated with the respondents knowing of couples 

which are living together common law is not known, 

Factor analysis of the independent variables was followed by 
similar factoring of the dependent variables, Again no a priori 
grouping of these variables was made, but all were factored together, 
whether they related to sexual norms or behaviors, or to attitudes to- 
ward or experience of common law relationships, or to various aspects 
of husband, wife, or parenthood roles following marriage. Of the total 
of 64 dependent variables only 18 were selected for factor analysis, 
Most of those not analyzed were eliminated because they were obviously 
redundant of those included. A few items which we would have liked to 
include had to be dropped to minimize the erosion of the sample size, 

The variables which were included in the factor analysis of the 
dependent variables are listed in Table XI. Six possible factors emerged 
from the first stage of the analysis which had eigen values greater than 
1. A factor analysis was performed on the 18 dependent variables re- 
lating them to these 6 possible factors, The loading of each variable 
on each of these factors is found in Table XI. Each of these six fac- 
tors will now be briefly described. 

The first factor was heavily loaded on the three scores derived 


from the Dunn Marital Role Inventory, and is thus clearly a traditionalism 
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in_marital roles factor, similar to the second dependent variable fac- 
tor for the English data. The second factor was heavily loaded on the 
male and female permissiveness score variables, and the lifetime sex 
intimacy score, just as did the first of the English dependent variable 
factors, Like the Patter,) itpis, apsex permissiveness. factor, 

The third factor was without parallel in the English list. It 
loaded heavily on the variables dealing with ideal number of children 
and number of children wanted, and is thus a children wanted factor, 
The reason that no such factor emerged from the English language data 
is that only the first of these two variables was included in that list 
of variables which were factored, and the single variable alone was not 
able to yield a possible pee with an eigen value greater than one. 

The fourth variable loaded heavily on three items dealing with 
the role of the wife, the conditions of her employment, and whether 
she should take a better paying job than her husband held if she was 
given the chance. It thus appears to be a wife employment factor, It 
is very similar to the English dependent factor number five, which also 
loaded heavily on the first and last of the above three items, but not 
on the second because it was not included in the list of items from the 
English schedule which were factor analysed, 

The fifth factor loaded heavily on the two double standard 
scores, with loadings very close to those of the English fourth factor, 
It is quite clearly a double standard factor. 

The sixth and last factor loaded heavily on one item, not in- 
cluded in the English schedule, which asked the respondent to rate the 
similarity of his sex attitudes and behavior with those of other people. 


It is identified as a similarity with others factor. 
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We have found that four of the factors which resulted from the 
factoring of the French language data are virtually identical with 
four of the factors derived from analysis of the English data: the 
sex permissiveness, role egalitarianism, wife employment, and double 
standard factors, The similarity to others factor and the size of 
family factor, which were derived from the French data were not found 
for the English, and the low valuation of marriage and compromised 
morality factors, found for the latter were not found for the former. 

As in the case of the analysis of the English language data, 
factor scores were calculated for these six factors which were used as 
criterion variables in regression analyses together with a number of 
other unfactored variables selected from the questionnaire. As with the 
English language sample, we sought to discover whether the 220 French 
speaking respondents for whom sufficient data were available to calculate 
predictive factor scores represented a biased sample of the 404 French 
respondents in the total sample, or ee Again an.answer to this ques- 
tion was sought by comparing the responses of the 220 subjects for whom 
factor scores could be calculated, and the 184 for whom they could not, 
on each of 55 of the most salient independent and dependent variables 
used in this study, The chi square statistic was used as a test of the 
Significance of difference in patterns of responses to these items be- 
tween the two groups of respondents, Tabulation of the chi squares for 
these 55 comparisons showed that the frequency of differences was what 
one should expect on the basis of chance alone. 

We shall now present the results of the step regression analyses 
which were calculated using the independent variable factor scores as 


predicators, and the items which we have reviewed above as indices of 
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sexual attitudes and experiences, and reactions to these experiences, 
Ze Step Regression Analysis of 
Courtship Attitude Indices 

Three sets of courtship attitude indicators were available for 
step regression analysis using the independent variable factor scores 
as predictors, These were the romanticism score, the various sex per- 
missiveness scores, and two of the dependent variable factors - the sex 
permissiveness and double standard factors, The proportions of variance 
in these attitude indices which are explained by the predictive factors 
are shown in Table XII, It should be emphasized again that in all cases 
only where the probability that the ‘variance explained differed from 
zero at the 5 per cent level of confidence, or beyond is any indication 
of explained variance included in any of the tables which follow. 

The information in the cells of the table is (again) to be in- 
terpreced as’ follows...) 'ne sien (+ or .-) in each cell of the table 
shows whether the relationship between that pair of criteria and 
predictors is direct (+) or inverse (-), and the figure shows the 
proportion of the variance in the criterion which is accounted for by 
the predictor. 

The data in Table XII show that the variance in the romanticism 
scores is moderately well predicted by the independent factors for the 
French language sample, with 22 per cent of the variance in these scores 
accounted for. 

The comparable figure for the English data is 16 per cent. Al- 
most half, 10 per cent is explained by the religiosity factor, followed 


by age, 4 per cent, fast popularity with the opposite sex, 4 per cent, 
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and socio-economic status, 2 per cent, all inversely associated with 

the criterion, and home discipline 2 per cent, which is directly asso- 
ciated with the criterion, These relationships are not similar with 
those for the E glish sample. The much greater predictive significance 
of religiosity for the French sample is a major source of the differences 
between the two. For both samples socio-economic status, is slightly 
inversely associated with romanticism, and religiosity is positively 
associated with the criterion, 

The next two columns in the table show that the variances in 
the male and female sex permissiveness scores are very well predicted 
by the independent factors, the proportions being 34 and 38 per cent. 
Again well over one half is predicted by religiosity followed by sex 
identity, and the fast popularity factor, Age and courtship experience 
are associated with the female permissiveness scores, but not with the 
male scores, while the family solidarity and working mother factors are 
associated only with the latter scores, 

When we compare this pattern of predictors with that for the 
English data, we find that there are a number of striking points of con 
trast, Religiosity is more than twice as predictively powerful for the 
French as for the English speaking sample, For the latter however, the 
conventionality factor accounted for almost half of the explained 
variance in the male and female sex permissiveness scores, We are per- 
haps safe in suspecting that the profession of religiosity is a charac- 
teristically French Canadian form of conventionality, That is to say, 
among the French Canadian sample members the church is the most powerful 
source of normative guidance, taking precedence over awareness of norms 


of peers and parents, Among the English speaking sample members, however, 
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it seems quite clear that the latter source of normative standards is 
more powerfully predictive of attitudes than are church teachings, as 
indexed by the religiosity factor. 

Further comparison of the French and English language data. shows 
that sex identity is more powerfully predictive for the latter than the 
former, the proportions of variance in the male and female permissive- 
ness scores explained by this factor being about 6.5 and 2,5 per cent 
respectively. Courtship precosity (English) or courtship experience 
(French) is directly associated with the criterion for both samples. 

When we turn to the male and female non affection scores we find 
little that is new. For both the French and the English data, less 
variance is explained for the non-affection permissiveness scores than 
for the permissiveness scores, Generally the ranking of the independent 
factors in terms of predictive strength is the same for these two sets 
of scores, It should be remarked, for the French data, that the home 
discipline factor predicts a higher proportion of the explained variance 
in the case of the latter as compared with the former scores, 

The two double standard scores for the English and the French 
samples are similar in that in both cases the proportions of variance 
explained by the predictors is very low. But for this reason they are 
not worthy of further comment, 

We turn now to the first of the two factor score criteria, The 
data show that a very high proportion of the variance in the sex permis- 
siveness factor, 41.7 per cent is explained by the independent variable 
factors. This is comparable with our findings for the same dependent 
factor based on the English data, although somewhat more of the variance, 
46 per cent, was explained fe that case. For the French data the most 


powerful predictor among the independent variable factors was religiosity 
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which explained more than half, 24 per cent of the 42 per cent of the 
variance which was accounted for, The next most powerful predictors 
were sex identity, 6 per cent, age, 3 per cent, fast popularity with 
the opposite sex, 3 per cent and family solidarity, 2 per cent. This 
pattern is in striking contrast with that for the English data where 

as with the sex permissiveness scores religiosity explained only 9 per 
cent of the variance and 20 per cent Peeteralatned by a conventionality 
factor, 

In other respects, within the Veni te of the comparability of the 
English and French sets of independent factors, the patterns of associa- 
tion of the predictors with the criterion appear similar for the two 
language samples. This is true of sex identity, of family solidarity, 
and of popularity (involvement) with the opposite sex. 

Turning to the double standard factor we again find similarity 
between the two samples in the very low proportion of the variance in 
the criterion explained by the predictors, 3.4 per cent for the French 
as compared sutue aspen cént for the English. ‘Thextwowstatistically 
significant pelationchins recorded in the table are too small to warrant 
discussion, 

oe Step Regression Analysis of 

Indices of Courtship Experience 

Only two indices of courtship experience were available for the 
French speaking sample, for use as criteria in a step regression analysis 
for which the independent variable factor scores were used as predictors, 
These two were the respondent's age at the time of his first date, and 


his lifetime intimacy score, Data on his lifetime courtship advancement, 
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TABLE XIII 


PROPORTIONS OF VARTANCE! IN COURTSHIP EXPERIENCE INDICES EXPLAINED 
BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE PREDICTIVE FACTORS, FOR 
FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Courtship Experience Indices 


Independent Factors Age First 
Date 

1. Religiosity 

of respondent ae LAS 
2. Courtship 

experience SALE 
3. Age 
4, Socio-econ, status 
5. Family Solidarity 
6. Alienation a2 
7. Family devoutness 
8. Fast popularity 

with opposite sex "Abe 3 
9. Masculinity- 

femininity 
10, Peer-parent ego 

norm consistency ree 
11. Mobility 
12. Perceived similar 

to peers 
13. Home discipline 
14, Working mother 
Total Variance Explained 19.8 
Numbers of Cases 220 


lReporting only those significantly different from zero, 


confidence level. 
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and the courtship involvement and courtship precosity factors which 
were used as criteria in step regression analysis for the English sample 
were not available for the French, The courtship experience inde- 
pendent variable factor was used as a criterion in regression analysis 
for the French language data, but only 5 per cent of the variance in 
these factor scores was explained by the reqainiae independent variable 
factors, Accordingly no further mention will be made of this criterion, 

In Table XIII are found the results of the regression analysis 
using two courtship behavior items as criteria: age at first date, and 
the lifetime intimacy score, The reader will recall and bear in mind 
during the course of this discussion that there was more ambiguity in 
the ways in which the question which formed the basis for the second of 
these indices, were asked. The data in the table show that a substan- 
tial portion of the variance of these indicators, 20 per cent of the 
first, and 27 per cent of the second, was explained by the independent 
factors, This compares with 10 per cent and 48 per cent of the variance 
explained for these same variables in the case of the English data, 
Note in the case of the age at first date criterion that half of the pre- 
dicted variance is associated with the fast popularity factor, that is 
with an indication of behavior subsequent to the age at first date 
which is to be explained. Religiosity is the predictor most closely 
associated with the remaining explained variance, and it is associated 
‘with delayal of onset of dating, as is the alienation factor, 

The data in the table show that only slightly more than half as 
much variance in the lifetime intimacy experience criterion is explained 
in the case of the French as in the case of the English data, This is 


surprising, given the greater similarity in predictabilities of the 
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permissiveness scores for the two samples, and cannot be explained ex- 
cept perhaps in terms of the ambiguity of the relevant questions in 
the French schedule, 

If we look at the proportion of variance explained by various 
predictors we discover once again that it is sex identity that accounts 
for the largest proportion (6.1 per cent) closely followed by religiosity 
(6 per cent) and the fast popularity factor (5.7 per cent). Courtship 
experience, family devoutness, and physical mobility account for smaller 
proportions, 3, 2 and 2 per cent respectively, This pattern, as con- 
trasted with those typical of the permissiveness score, shows more 
variance explained by relationship factors (fast popularity and courtship 
experience) and less by religiosity. Parallel changes in pattern were 
found for the English data as well, but in the latter case the relation- 
ship factors explained a much larger proportion of the variance than the 
normative factors, than is true of this pattern for the French data, 

4, Regression Analysis of Items: 

Reflecting Reactions to Sexual Experience 

Four sets of data are available as indices of the reactions of 
sample members to their courtship and sexual experiences, The first, 
unique to the French schedule, dealt with respondent's reactions following 
their "first sexual experience.'"' Since this phrase in the question was 
left unqualified by the French research assistant there is no way of 
knowing what kind of a sexual experience it was to which the respondent 
was reacting. Responses to this question were coded into five categories 


ranging from unqualified good reactions to unqualified bad reactions, 
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The second item, also unique to the French schedule, asked the 
respondent to rate his sexual attitudes and behaviors in terms of their 
similarity to those of "others", The third item asked subjects to rate 
how well they were currently living up to their sex standards, and this 
item was common to both the English and the French language schedules, 
The final index was the similarity to others factor which was obtained 
through factor analysis of the French dependent variables. cote 
it was unique to the French sample, 

The data in Table XIV show that 21 per cent of the variance in 
criterion dealing with the subject's reaction to his first sexual ex- 
perience was explained by the independent factors, Surprisingly, al- 
though religiosity is among the top two predictors, both this factor and 
the sex identity Faecoreach explains only 4 per cent of the variance, 
The former relationship is inverse, while masculinity is directly asso- 
ciated with having had a good reaction, Family devoutness and alienation 
are each inversely associated, and each explains 3 per cent of the var- 
iance, while age and home discipline are both directly associated with 
having a good reaction and each explains 2 per cent of the variance in 
the criterion, Once again it is clear that religiosity is of only mod- 
erate predictive significance, but, in contrast to the pattern of re- 
lationships for somewhat comparable English variables (regret, guilt, 
etc.) the relationship factors are inconsequential for the French data, 
In both samples, however, sex identity was a moderately powerful predictor, 
in contrast to the other predictors, 

Turning to the second index, the respondent's rating of the simil- 
arity of his sexual attitudes and behavior to those of others, we find 


that only 15 per cent of the variance is explained by the predictive 
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factors, The data in the table show that the tendency to make high 
similarity ratings was directly associated with the peer-parent con- 
sistency factor, perceived similarity to peers, and with masculinity 
and inversely associated with alienation, geographical mobility, 

and socio-economic status, About two per cent of the variance in the 
criterion was explained by each of these predictive factors. 

The third criterion asked subjects to rate how well they were 
currently living up to their sex standards, and this item was included 
in both the French and the English schedules. For both sets of data 
very little of the variance in the responses was explained by the pre- 
dictors available, only 10 per cent for the French data and 8 per cent 
for the English data, There is little to comment on here other than to 
note that for both samples little or no variance was explained by relig- 
iosity. The reason appears to be that among the subjects high on this 
factor, those very conventional in their behavior might respond that 
they were living up to their standards, and also those only mildly per- 
missive in their behavior might, at times be very much guilt strikened 
by their very minor "sins", 

The final criterion of reactions to sexual experience is the 
Similarity to others factor. The data in Table XIV show that 14 per 
cent of the variance in this criterion is predicted by the independent 
factors, The family solidarity factor is directly associated, and 
explains 5 per cent of the variance. The socio-economic status factor 
is inversely associated and accounts for 3 per cent of the variance, 
Age and perceived similarity to peers each explain almost two per cent 
of the variance, and they are inversely and directly associated, res- 


pectively, with the criterion, 
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De Changes in Attitudes and Behaviors 

In Table XV are found figures showing the proportions of the 
variance in the five criteria of change in sexual attitudes and be- 
havior which are independently explained by each of the predictive 
factors we have used for the French sample in this study. The data 
show generally, as with the English student sample, that very little 
of the variance in any of the criteria is explained by the predictors 
available. 

In only two cases is as much as 15 per cent of the variance in 
the criteria explained, these two being the ones dealing with attitude 
change since the onset of dating, and changes in sexual behavior since 
enrollment in post secondary school, Of the other three, 10 per cent 
of the variance is explained for one and no more than five per cent is 
explained for the other two, The data in the ah show few regularities, 
Religiosity is most frequently and powerfully, inversely, associated 
with the indicators of change in attitude or behavior. Both the home 
discipline and the fast popularity with the opposite sex factors are 
significantly predictive of three of the criteria, but the pattern is 
inconsistent: both are inversely, associated with two of the criteria and 
directly associated with the last, changes in behavior since enrollment, 
criterion, The relationships show further that female students report 
more change in standards since the onset of dating, but the male students 
report more change in behavior since enrollment in post secondary 
school. 

There are few generalizations which emerge from this picture. 
Clearly religiosity and sex identity are among the strongest predic- 
tors of attitude and behavior change, but they account for only a small 


portion of the variance. The relationship, and home discipline factors 
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explain some variance, but the amounts explained are small, and the re- 
lationships are inconsistent, 

Again we are driven to the conclusion, as we were from the 
analysis of the English data, that the influences toward increasing 
permissiveness to which the French sample members have been exposed 
are so ubiquitous that they tend to be equally powerful in the various 
religious, social class, family, etc. sub-cultures from which the sample 
members came. If this were not so some of the predictive factors used 
would be predictive of high or low rates of change in sexual attitudes 
or behavior. The only factor even approaching this was the religiosity 
factor, and as we have seen only very small proportions of the variance 
in any of the criteria were explained by this factor. 

Cr Summary 

The patterns of significant relationships between the independent 
factors and the predictors which we have described in this section is 
generally similar to those found for the English sample. 

Again, a rather coherent pattern has emerged from this set of 
data dealing with the predictability of indices of courtship and sexual 
attitudes and behaviors, and the reactions following some of these be- 
haviors. The index with the highest portion of explained variance was 
the sex permissiveness factor, which was loaded on both the sex attitude 
and behavior items more than half, 24 per cent of the total of 42 per 
tee of explained variance, was predicted by the religiosity of the 
respondent. Sex identity followed a very weak second with 6 per cent 
explained, and age and one relationship factor, fast popularity Leh 


explained only 3 per cent, Essentially this same pattern was observed 
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for the other attitude items, the permissiveness scores and non- 
affection permissiveness scores, although the proportions of variance 
explained fall to about 36 per cent and 17 per cent for these two sets 
of scores. For the first set, the pattern of strengths of predictors 
remains the same as for the permissiveness factor, For the second set 
the normative component of the explained variance is split between the 
religiosity and the home discipline factors, but the relative contri- 
butions remain the same, with the normative component explaining some- 
what more than half of the explained variance, and the sex identity 
and relationship components explaining substantially less, The same 
pattern is true also of the predictors of the romanticism scores, ex- 
cepting that sex identity is replaced by another variable, age, which 
is also associated with biological and experiential differences between 
subjects. 

The pattern of relationships for the sex behavior item, lifetime 
intimacy experience shows a different pattern, Here the normative, 
sex identity and relationship components each predict almost one fourth 
of the total explained variance, a total which is significantly less than 
that explained in the case of the two permissiveness scores, Thus whereas 
the normative component figures prominently in the case of attitude. 
indices, when we turn to behavior indices the relationship component and 
the sex identity component - which clearly signifies sex subcultural 
differences in explanation - become relatively more powerfully predic- 
tive. Equally significant, the portion of total variance which is ex- 
plainable declines, Other factors for which we have no indices, such 
as sex arousal thresholds perhaps, become relevant, which were not 
relevant to permissiveness attitudes, 


In the section dealing with reactions to sexual experience, we 
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presented information relating to reactions to the first sexual exper- 
ience, and respondent ratings of agreement between their current 

sexual standards and behavior. Both of these, and the second more than 
the first, reflect further erosion of the permissiveness attitude pre- 
dictive pattern described above. The religiosity factor is of less 
predictive significance and the criterion as a whole is less predictable, 
using the set of predictors available, The religiosity and sex identity 
and relationship components all decrease in power, the latter radically 
so, while family devoutness, home discipline, alienation and age in- 
crease in predictive significance, though each alone explains no more 
than 3 per cent of the variance, The first of these is of course in- 
versely related to rating the sexual experience as good, tue the 

second, home discipline, is directly associated, apparently because of 

a boomerang reaction to the authoritarian or firm discipline that 
almost half of the French respondents said they had experienced at 

home. Alienation and age were also associated, inversely and directly 
respectively, with the criterion, 

Respondent ratings of agreement between their current sexual 
standards and behavior were the least predictable of all, with only ten 
per cent of the variance explained. Family devoutness does account for 
half of the explained variance. It is perhaps personality characteris- 
tics, such as ability to rationalize or to deny, which were not tapped 
by the variables included in the questionnaire, which help to account 


for the low proportion of explained variance in this item. 


LALIE,, Conclusion: Changing Orientations Toward 
Courtship Among French and English Speaking Sample Members 


In this chapter and the preceding one we have presented infor- 
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mation on orientations to courtship of French and English speaking 
sample members, with particular reference to attitudes toward various 
premarital intimacies, actual experience of these intimacies, and 
reactions to these experiences, We have found, in the first place 
evidence for substantial permissiveness in attitude among the: late 
adolescent members of our sample, permissiveness which is entirely 
comparable with that which Reiss found for his student sample. It 
would appear that students in "conservative Canada", the largest portion 
of whom were from "Bible Belt Alberta" were not more conservative on 
this attitude measure than their American peers. Female subjects 

were somewhat less permissive than males, and the permissiveness deemed 
acceptable for women was somewhat less than that for men by both men 
and women. Nevertheless, the evidence for the persistence of the 
double standard was rather weak. Differences between the French and 
English samples were insignificant, but the differences between the uni- 
versity and the trade school samples were substantial, with the former 
much more permissive than the latter. 

Perhaps the most dramatic finding of the present study is that 
the premarital intercourse rate, particularly among the women in the 
sample, was much higher than one would have expected on the basis of 
Mann's Canadian data, or Ehrmann's and other American findings. If 
this were only true of the French sample it would have to be viewed 
quite skeptically in view of the low return rate from that sample. 

But it was true of all of the English samples, and especially of the 
university component. Our own sparce data suggest that much of the 


explanation for the unusually high rate which we found, in contrast 
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with Mann's rate lies in the fact that the university samples were 
drawn to include only third and fourth year students. These students 
were perhaps most emanicipated from the closer controls of home and 
community, and most emanicipated from "childhood" conscience by liberal 
and relativising educational experiences, including both the formal 
experiences of the classroom and the informal experiences of interacting 
verbally and physically with a diversity of students from a variety of 
backgrounds, It is noteworthy, at this point, that 33 per cent of the 
French and 46 per cent of the English students said their sexual stan- 
dards had become more liberal since they came to the trade school or 
university they were attending when they filled out the questionnaire, 
and 26 per cent of the former and no less than 48 per cent of the 
latter said their sex behavior had become more liberal. 

Again the English sample was more sexually experienced than 
the French, but this was only true of the female component. The 
university students were more experienced than the trade school stu- 
dents, but again this differential was much more sizable among the women 
than among men, There were significant differences between female and 
male respondents in permissiveness in regard to both attitude and be- 
havior areas, Women tended to weight the significance of commitment or 
emotional involvement (engagement and steady dating or love and affec- 
tion) more than men, In terms of attitude men gave less significance 
to these considerations in deciding what intimacies were acceptable 
than did women, and in terms of behavior women consistently reported 
that they had been engaged to, or going steady or in love with partners 


with whom they had shared intimagies much more frequently than did the men, 
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In general our data suggest a generally favorable reaction to 
sexual experiences, and a rather high level of acceptance of current 
sexual behavior by the sample members, and of contentment with their 
current standards of sexual behavior, The overwhelming majority of 
subjects, 72 per cent, report that their sexual experience has been 
satisfactory or beneficial to them, and only about 38 per cent report 
very serious regret or guilt feelings as a result of even their first 
intercourse experience, In most cases comparable questions were not 
asked of the English and French speaking samples, so that comparisons 
of these two cannot be made. However the evidence available does 
indicate very clearly for the English, and less clearly for the 
French, that males are distinctly more accepting of and satisfied 
with their sexual behavior than are women, and eeraty students 
more so than trade school students, though the latter is more true of 
the female than of the male components of these school samples, 

Analysis of the correlates or predictors of these attitudes and 
behaviors took the form of factor analyzing a lengthy list (43 for the 
English and 41 for the French speaking samples) of independent variables 
to identify the factors which were latent in these pools of items. Six 
teen factors were found for the English and 14 factors were found for 
the French language samples. There was a great deal of overlap be- 
tween these two sets of factors for the two samples. Regression 
analyses were performed using selected dependent variable items as 
criteria, and factor scores for those members of the samples for whom 
they could be calculated as the predictors. 

Generally the French and the English criterion variables were 


quite similar in terms of their differential predictability, though 
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the portions of variance explained were somewhat larger for the latter 
than the former. This was probably because both the number of 
variables and the sample size were larger for the English than the 
French samples, In general the variance in the sex attitude and be- 

h avior criteria were well explained with between 50 ands soe petecent 

of the variance accounted for, The dating and courtship status criteria 
were far less well predicted with no more than 10 per cent of the 
variance explained. The reaction to sex experience items were well 
predicted with 35 to 45 per cent of the variance explained in the case 
of the English and about 20 per cent explained in the case of the 
French language sample. However the variances in the items dealing 
with relationship between current sexual standards and behavior, and 
with contentment with existing standards were very poorly explained 
for both the French and the English samples. 

There were some interesting differences in the rankings of the 
predictive factors in terms of their predictive power for these various 
kinds of criteria. We shall speak broadly of normative predictors, 
relationship predictors, and sex identity predictors, Normative predic- 
tors were most significant in explaining variance in the attitude criteria 
accounting for half or more of the variance in most cases, However re- 
lationship and sex identity predictors were of much greater relative 
predictive significance when it came to explaining both actual sexual 
behavior, and reactions to intercourse experience, 

Certain differences were noted between the French and English 
language samples in the kinds of predictive factors and in the 
predictive power of these factors, The most significant normative 
influence for the former was the religiosity of the respondent, that 


is, his commitment to the Roman Catholic church and participation in 
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its activities, For the English sample, however, religiosity was far 
less powerful, and it was a more generalized conformity tendency, 
reflected in the tendency to see one's own standards as similar to 
those of both parents and peers, which is far more powerful. Further, 
there was a general tendency for religiosity to account for a higher 
proportion of the explained variance in the French data, while for the 
English data courtship involvement and experience factors, and to a 
lesser extent, the sex identity factory, accounted for a somewhat 
higher proportion of the explained variance, 

It is noteworthy that a number of factors have proved to be 
relatively insignificant in predicting variance in the criteria under 
discussion when one might have expected otherwise, In particular, 
socio-economic status, family religiosity and home discipline, 
alienation, sex education, and mother's influence variables, have 
accounted for very little if any of the variability in these criteria. 
It should be born in mind that this does not mean that these variables 
were uncorrelated with the criteria, Rather it does mean that when the 
influence of the normative component (and in a few cases, of the relation- 
ship or sex identity components) is removed from these factors, they 
have little if any independent contribution to make toward explaining 


the variance in the criterion, 


Footnotes - Chapter V 


1. See Table I of Chapter IV. 
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Chapter VI 


Trial Marriage Relationships 

Analytically, trial marriage relationships appear to. fall midway 
between courtship behavior and marital role behavior, It would appear 
that for some who enter into such relationships this is an aspect of 
the courtship-mate selection process, a way of testing out relation- 
ships, just as less advanced "going steady" or engagement agreements 
are ways in which couple members may test out a relationship of growing 
commitment, but without the final commitment of marriage. On the other 


1 there is also 


hand, however, as Bernard and others have pointed out, 
some evidence that this relationship is emerging for some as a neo- 
family type. 

Since such relationships coeneE be unambiguously spree eae 
Bet courttiin or family relationships they are treated here as a 
separate category. 

The questionnaire used in the present study included a number 
of items dealing with attitudes toward trial marriage relationships, 


knowledge of such relationships on the part of others, and experience 


with such relationships. Since the information on this subject available 


chapters to the information for the English and the French samples, as 

was done for the material dealing with courtship attitudes and experiences. 
In this chapter we shall present the information available for English 
speaking subjects first, and then that available for French speaking 


subjects, 
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ie Data From the English Sample 


In this section we shall present the data available first 
on attitudes toward trial marriage relationships, and second on in- 
formation about trial marriage relationships among friends and rela- 
tives, and experience of trial marriage relationship, by respond- 
ents, 

A. Attitudes Toward Trial Marriage Relationships 

Sample members were asked: ''There is evidence that in many 
parts of North America it is not too uncommon for boy-girl couples 
to live together in semi-permanent relationships without being married. 
How do you feel about relationships of this kind? What would you say 
are the advantages? Would you say that such a relationship is justified? 


If so, under what circumstances?" 


Some of the responses to these questions are found in Table I. 
In answer to the first question only 6 per cent of the sample members 
said that such relationships were definitely good, 19 per cent felt 
they were good, under certain circumstances, 31 per cent expressed per- 
missive or indifferent attitudes, one per cent qualified their rejec- 
tion of such relationships, and 43 per cent felt that they were defin- 
itely bad. Women were somewhat more rejecting in their attitudes than 
were men, with 27 per cent of the former against 23 per cent of the 
latter saying they were good, 25 versus 37 per cent expressing indifference, 
and 51 per cent versus 36 per cent rejecting these relationships. The data 


in the table shows further that those in both of the university samples 
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are distinctly more accepting of trial marriage relationships than 

were members of the trade school sample, with 40 per cent of the univer- 
sity and 54 per cent of the trade school samples rating them as de- 
finitely bad. This differential is equally large for the male and the 
female components of these two samples. 

Half of those approving these relationships, 22 persons, gave 
reasons for their approval, and of these 13 gave reasons expressing 
criticism or rejection of the marriage institution, many arguing that 
trial marriage relationships were more moral or sacred than marriage. 
Eight men and five women gave such reasons, 

The 279 subjects who expressed permissive, conditional, or 
indifferent attitudes, were evenly divided by sex, and there were few 
differences between males and females in the reasons given. Forty six 
per cent of the males, and 36 per cent of the females said it was up to 
the individual to decide, and it was not their business to judge others; 
29 per cent of each group said these were quite acceptable relationships, 
except that parents would be hurt in many cases, and women more often 
than men (18 per cent vs. 11 per cent) said that in view of the atti- 
tudes in our society, such relationships are acceptable if they end in 
marriage, About eight per cent said such relationships were acceptable 
if the people involved were mature and responsible, and the same pro- 
portion said they were acceptable if birth control procedures were used 
to prevent conception of children, 

It would appear from these responses that a majority of sample 
members are accepting trial marriage relationships if the people in- 
volved are mature and responsible, and if they are able to take pre- 


cautions against others (such as parents or possible offspring) being 
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hurt by the consequences of their unconventional union, 

Only 150 subjects gave reasons for rejecting trial marriage re- 
lationships, and in this group women outnumbered men two to one, The 
most frequent remark, mentioned by about half of both sexes, was ‘'why 
not get married," coupled with the observation that the only apparent 
reason was irresponsibility. Sixteen per cent, including slightly more 
men than women, said such relationships were morally wrong, and eight 
per cent mentioned the danger of "being caught'' and subjected to 
society's reaction, 

In response to the question "What would you say are the disad- 
vantages of such relationships?" only 3 per cent said there were no 
disadvantages, The responses of men and women in the sample tended to 
be very similar. About 30 per cent of both groups said the main dis- 
advantage was the attitude of others, including gossip, loss of respect 
or reputation, and the cost to the feelings of parents, About one 
quarter of both said that the greater possibility of unwanted preg- 
nancies was the major disadvantage of trial marriage relationships. 
More women than men (18 per cent vs. 11 per cent) mentioned the in- 
stability of such relationships, and the possibility of sudden break-up 
as the most important disadvantage, while this was reversed (8 per cent 
vs. 15 per cent) among those who said that such unions were incompatible 
with the organization of society, mentioning legal problems and conse- 
quences for persons in high office. Ten per cent of the female and 6 
per cent of male subjects mentioned emotional problem consequences: 
guilt, shame, fear, etc. 

Only 22 per cent of the sample members said that trial marriage 
relationships had no advantages, but this included a higher proportion 


of women (26 per cent) than of men (17 per cent), Otherwise there were 
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few differences between the two sex groups. The most frequently men- 
tioned advantage, indicated by twenty two per cent of both groups, was 
that such relationships served as a marriage trial by permitting couple 
members to test their compatibility under conditions when they could 

see each other at their worst. Almost one fifth mentioned as the major 
advantage the freedom of such a relationship from the tyrrany of a 
"paper marriage certificate," Freedom to live together when one partner 
is married and cannot get a divorce was also mentioned in this context, 
The fullness of sharing, of "real communication" and of knowing the 
other possible in such relationships was mentioned by one in eight of men 
and women, The only response differentiating male and female subjects 
was the sexual gratification advantage of common law relationships, 
which was mentioned by 13 per cent of the men and 5 per cent of the 
women, 

To the question "Would you say that such a relationship is just- 
ified?" 56 per cent of the respondents said yes, 52 per cent qualifying 
their answers in various ways. The data in Table I show that affirma- 
tive answers were given only slightly more often by men than women, the 
proportions being 58 and 53 per cent respectively. Almost all of the re- 
maining answers were negative without qualification, with 41 per cent of 
subjects answering in this way. 

Again the data in the table point to differences in acceptance of 
al marriage relationships between the school samples with 42 per cent 
of the trade school as compared with 60 per cent of the university 
students saying they felt that common law relationships can be justified, 
There are no differences between the male and the female components of 


these samples in the differentials between the university and trade school 
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students. 

The kinds of justifications mentioned by respondents have already 
been adumbrated above, About half of the male and female samples said 
it was entirely up to the people involved. Fifteen per cent of the men 
and 30 per cent of the women felt such relationships were justified if 
the couple members were for some reason prevented from marrying each 
other. More men than women (11 per cent versus 7 per cent) said it was 
justified if the people were in love. Eleven per cent of both men and 
women said such relationships were justified if the people involved 
were exploring the possibilities of marriage, and more men than women 
said they were justified if the couple members were in love (ll per cent 
vs. / “per cents 

One final, more pointed question designed to "strike close to 
home'' was asked to probe respondents attitudes toward trial marriage 
relationships, It asked "What would be your reaction if you had a 19 
year old sister living away from home and you discovered that she and a 
university student were living together, though not married?" Respondents 
were asked to place an x on a 10 point rating scale labeled "very much 
shocked" at one extreme and "not at all shocked" at the other extreme, 
The proportions of respondents checking the first, second, and third 
(strongest) shock positions were 24, 11 and 13 per cent respectively. 
Those checking the least, next to least, and third from least shock 
positions were 7, 7, and 6 per cent respectively. 

The data in Table I show that women said they would be slightly 
more shocked than men, The differences between schools were somewhat 
more sizable with university students reporting less shock than the 


training school students, This latter differential is exclusively due 
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to differences between female trade school and university students; the 
differences between the male students were negligible, These patterns 
corroborate some discussed in the preceding chapter in signifying that 
male and female university students share the same norms relating to 


sexual behavior more commonly than do men and women in trade school, 


B, Information About Trial Marriage Relationships 
and Experience of Such Relationships 

Subjects were asked "Do you know of any couples living together 
in this way? If so, how ke eis Are any of them friends of yours? How 
many? Were, or are, any of your brothers or sisters involved in such 
relationships? Have you ever been involved in such a relationship?" 

The answers to these questions in summary form are found in Table 
II, tabulated by school sub-sample and by sex. A total of 43 per cent 
of the sample, equally divided by sex knew of common law relationships 
at the time they filled out the questionnaires, Fifteen per cent knew of 
2 or more couples, and 9 respondents said they knew of 9 or more, A 
majority of these, including 28 per Ene of the sample, reported having 
friends involved in such relationships, Ninteen subjects, 2,8 per cent 
of the sample members reported they had brothers or sisters who had par- 
ticipated in such relationships, A total of 38 subjects, including 21 
"men and 17 women reported that they had been involved in trial marriages 
themselves, 

There were few differences between male and female sample members 
in proportions knowing couples living together in this way or in those 
having friends involved in such relationships, Women in the sample re- 


ported having siblings in these relationships more than twice as frequently 
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as did men, but the frequencies were very small, There are more sizable 
differences between the samples, however. Only 35 per cent of the trade 
school students knew of couples living in trial marriage relationships 
together, as compared with 41 per cent of the Waterloo, and 49 per cent 
of the Alberta university students. Similarly, more of the university 
students than of the trade school students had themselves been involved 
in trial marriage relationships. But distinctly more of the Alberta 
university students (33 per cent) than of the Waterloo (22 per cent) or 
the trade school students (23 per cent) had friends who were members of 
couples living together in this way. The data in Table II show further 
that generally the differences mentioned above are characteristic of 
both the male and the female components of the various school samples, 
as well as of the total samples. 

Respondents who indicated that they had themselves been involved 
in trial marriage relationships were asked a series of questions about 
each relationship including: 

"How long did the relationship last? What would you say were 
the advantages of it? What would you say were the disad- 
vantages of it? Were you in love with your relationship 
partner? Would you have liked to.marry your relationship 
partner? If the relationship is now ended, how and why did 
it end? If you are still in the relationship, can you see 
any difficulties developing that are likely to end it? If 
so, what are they? 

Of the 38 subjects who had experienced trial marriage relation 
ships, at the time they filled out the questionnaire, in ten cases the 
relationship had culminated in marriage, in 14 cases it was still con- 
tinuing, and in the remaining 14 cases it had ended. Of the 28 cases 
which did not end in marriage, 6 had lasted less than a month, 14 had 


lasted from one to six months, 4 had lasted from 7 months to a year, and 


4 had lasted for more than a year, 
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Thirty one subjects commented on the advantages of their re- 
lationships, A plurality of both sexes, 14 in all, said that it per- 
mitted each to get to know and appreciate the other better. Five out of 
eight girls, and 3 out of eighteen boys said they learned in the re- 
lationship, to become more cooperative to experience ire more deeply. 
Three boys, but no girls, said there were no advantages. 

Thirty subjects mentioned disadvantages of their relationships. 
Nine said there were no disadvantages, and the same number mentioned the 
fear of being "caught", Four said the relationship Sache unsatisfac- 
tory because it was too constraining. In ee to the question "were 
you in love with your relationship partner?" 18 respondents including 84 
per cent of the girls and only 41 per cent of the boys, said they de- 
finitely were in love. By contrast half of the boys and none of the 
girls said that they definitely were not in love with their partners. 

Twelve out of thirty three respondents, oand they definitely did 
not want to marry their partners, and this included 50 per cent of the 
men, but only 23 per cent of the women. Ten subjects (7 of the women, 
and 3 of the men) had gotten married, and eight said they definitely 
would like to get married. This response was slightly more charac- 
teristic of women (31 per cent) than of men (22 per cent). Ten of the 
eleven men who said they did not want to marry their partners and all 
three of the women who made this response gave reasons for not wanting 
to marry them. Six men said they were not in love with their partners, 
two said their partners were "easy makes'' whom they would not want to 
marry and two said their attitudes were not compatible. One woman made 
this latter response as well, one said her partner was too immature, and 


one was against marriage in principle. 
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Information is, available on how these thirty eight relationships 
ended. As noted above ten subjects did marry their partners and in 
eight cases the relationship was continuing at the time the respondent 
filled out the questionnaire, The 14 subjects whose relationships had 
ended included ten men and four women, Reasons given for the terminations 
of their relationships included the partner had to move away to another 
place, three men and one woman; couple members became bored, "it was a 
drag", four men and one woman; incompatibility, two men and one woman; 
pregnancy, reported by one man; and intervention of parents, reported 
by one woman, 

Fourteen subjects - eight men and six women - whose relationships 
were yet in existence at the time they filled out the questionnaire res- 
ponded to the question ''Can you see ae difficulties developing that 
are likely to end the relationship? If so, what are they?" Seven sub- 
jects, five men and two women, said they could anticipate no such dif- 
ficulties. Two each mentioned the possibility of one member having to 
move away (two women) and the negative reaction of society to their re- 
lationship (one of each). Two men mentioned the possibility of a change 
of attitude of one partner toward the other, and one woman mentioned the 
lack of dependability of the relationship as a difficulty. 

Several generalizations may be tentatively made on the basis of 
these 38 cases of trial marriage relationships which were found among our 
700 English sample members, In the first place it is clear that in the 
overwhelming majority of cases these are not casual exploitative "shack- 
up" unions. Almost half had either already ended in marriage or included 


members who said they would like to get married, and 21 either said they 
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definitely were in love (18) or thought they were in love (three) with 
their partners, Further however it is clear that the women involved in 
such relationships are much more marriage oriented than are the men, Of 
the 17 women for whom we have information, 11 or 65 per cent said they 
either had married or would like to marry their partners, while only 
seven of the 21 men, 33 per cent, gave these Babee ee Nevertheless, 
there is little evidence of rank sexual or other exploitation of the 
partner in these relationships; only two subjects, both men, indicated 
in their responses any disrespect for their partners een tapas were 
"easy''. There is scattered evidence of concern about and fear of the 
reaction of others if they became aware of the existence of the 

trial marriage relationship. There is little evidence of guilt feelings, 
perhaps because respondents would fail to communicate such feelings: but 
more likely because people who are very vulnerable to such feelings would 
not become involved in such semi-permanent unconventional sexual re- 
lationships in the first place, It is noteworthy that in only one case 
was Fe rateiat Bees the relationship reported. However we did not ex- 
plicitly ask if a pregnancy resulted, and accordingly we do not know 

how many if any of the cases that resulted in marriage may have in- 


volved premarital pregnancy. 


C Predictors of Attitudes and Information 
Regarding Trial Marriage 
As with the independent or criterion variables analyzed in the 
preceding chapter the analysis procedure used with the trial marriage 


indices was the step regression analysis procedure, The predictive 


7 
‘iw wd bef: pride aad ae ney het “sasha 
, OPaT ait yavaM rarabieey sasity a4 wid mage ae owe te Mites 
ans 20 PLA Fie fee rntio’ ih basa este sis2et ar envy 
bateaton) fen Med ,2i7shGee els ‘gh ‘Etgtlene tyler saiits i wanidag 
st24 Msild gauaded arent SPals peg sap eialt wee “asego Gay than? at 


ae 


13 F5°3h1 bps dhade wraunes 46 donsheys bs2ul2e5e8 th axgdi "tema! 

ol) “0 gonstetee Slt Fo S00tm salmbad word Sf acud3y Lo Got icest 

ereortes? alters 2h gacahig afwity Sh henatl labs eassss 994 tsTAa er 
Wart ise) Uoia one brags ad) Egat biuow etnebnogead S2unsan sijeisq 
bive? ayshias) W488 oF ¢ldgsonioy @reucore arty Ssiqioq seveysd sfeRgl! ase 


wr teuso’ Tea) diciienoy snenedéreg—bie dove aw? bevityvel snioogd-Jor 


S865 WHT {ino int Sit? YsPyoketan ge Sh sual: eel, alr We egidenoital 
vy Wehal sevowy «=. bodatoqwe piatenohoates Wis gersit Tangety BSW 
ge toy ol Bw Vinaibeoses ane /Poolues’ yotsnsatg It Wan ely iaily 


"il {an Sele ten of bpptoeqy | sei weesa sis Yo ws. 1). unin ing 


attingeste Jaa simeig having 


4 


invijansoinl bas sebyiligA Yo 22075 hbseyS g 

Baty. Lert gatbtagat 
ts Ci baeyiags esidalray ‘teed boy i fe) Ppapnasebr! SO) vii ad 
qabtarim (AS99209) 1B! Basen opiaaeiy, ee Pre, 
Spas ange _ ae plat 


ZoL 
TABLE LIE 
PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDES AND INFORMATION 


REGARDING TRIAL MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT 
VARIABLE FACTOR SCORES FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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variables used were the same independent variable factor scores used in 
the preceding chapter, The criteria used, in the case of the English 
language sample, were six indicators of attitudes taward trial marriage 
relationships, and acquaintance with such relationships, ranging from 
knowing others who were involved to actually having participated in such 
a relationship. Four indicators deal with attitudes, and two deal with 
acquaintance, The relevant data are found in Table III. 

The first of the attitude indicators is the low eeierice of 
marriage factor, which emerged from the factor analysis of the dependent 
variables, as described in the preceding chapter. It will be recalled 
that this factor loaded heavily on the item which asked the respondent 
to rate how good or bad he felt trial marriage relationships were, as 
well as (somewhat more heavily) on the divorce item, hence its in- 
clusion at this point. The other three include the respondents reaction 
should he learn that his sister was living in trial marriage with a 
university student, and his rating and his feelings of the justification 
of trial marriage relationships. 

The data in Table III show that the variance in all four of these 
criteria is quite well predicted by the predictive factors, the explained 
variance ranging from 30 for the first, to 24 per cent for the last of 
the four criteria. There are certain similarities in the patterns of the 
predictors when they are ranked in order of predictive power, for these 
variouw criteria. Generally, the most powerful is the religiosity 
factor, though this is less sisnificant for the first, and third eriteria 
than for the other two. This is of course negatively associated with 
the criteria in all cases. The second ranking predictor for the prior 
two is the alienation factor, positively associated with the criterion, 


while the second ranking predictor for the latter two is another 
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normative influence, the conventionalism factor which is inversely 
associated, Courtship precosity is slightly directly associated with 
two of the attitude items, as in the family solidarity factor, Sex 
identity, masculinity in this case, is significantly predictive only 
of a favorable rating of trial marriages, 

The two indicators of acquaintance with trial marriage relation- 
ships consist of a trial marriage exposure scale and an item dealing with 
the number of couples living together in trial marriage relationships, 
known to the respondent which is also one component of the scale. The 
scale ranges from knowing of no such relationships, through 
such relationships involving acquaintances only, involving friends, in- 
volving siblings, to the respondent's personal experience in such relationships. 

, The data in Table III show that less of the variance in the ac- 
quaintance criteria than in the attitude criteria is explained by the 
predictors, Twenty one per cent of the variance in the first of the 
acquaintance indicators and 12 per cent of the variance in the second 
of these indicators is predicted by the independent variable factors, 
Surprisingly, the most powerful predictor was sex identity, and it was 
the female component of the sample who knew of more trial marriage re- 
lationships than did the males. Why this should be is not known: perhaps 
women gossip more about such things than men do, or perhaps the women 
are more liberal than the men are, and so have more friends and acquain- 
tances who are participating in such liberal "marriage" arrangements. 

The second ranking predictor is courtship precosity which is directly 
‘associated with the criterion, the third ranking predictor is religiosity 
which is of course inversely associated, and the fourth is adequacy of 


sex education, This is also positively associated with the criterion, 
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and it was found to be similarly associated with a number of permissive 
or egalitarian indicators in this study, The reason for this appears to 
be that provision of adequate sex education appears to be characteristic 
of liberal families, families which also have inculcated permissive or 
egalitarian orientations, or have in effect prepared their children to 
be open minded toward these orientations, when they have encountered 
them elsewhere. 

There are few other predictors worth noting, Geographical mo- 
bility is one which is directly associated with both criteria, no 
doubt because this factor is rather heavily loaded on the rural-urban 
residence factor, Courtship involvement is somewhat directly associated 
with the trial marriage exposure scale. 

There is no striking pattern which emerges from the set of re- 
lationships we have been considering. The most powerful predictor of 
the whole set of six criteria is religiosity, but as would be expected 
it is much more powerfully associated with a normative orientation, and 
particularly with whether trial marriage relationships can be justified, 
and with reaction to a sisters involvement in such a relationship, than 
with the other indicators, Similarly the conventionality factor is power- 
fully associated with these, and the item dealing with rating of these 
relationships, By contrast female sex identity, as we have noted, is 
more powerfully associated with the two acquaintance criteria, than it 
is with the attitude criteria,courtship precosity and courtship in- 
volvement the two interpersonal relationship predictors, are relatively 
more powerful predictors of the acquaintance than of the attitude criteria, 


as would be expected, and the same is true of the mobility factor, while 
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the alienation factor explains about one sixth of the predicted variance 
in two of the attitude criteria. Adequacy of sex education explains a 
modest amount of the variance in both sets of criteria, perhaps because 
a liberally oriented family prepares its children both for a broad 
minded normative orientation, and for friendship with those who are 
likely to be experimenting with new forms of social relationships. 

Family solidarity is significantly EDA tani only ef a shock 
reaction if one's sister were to have a trial marriage relationship with 
a student. Socio-economic status is significantly predictive only of the 
low valuation of marriage and here the relationship is such that 


higher status subjects value marriage less than lower status subjects, 


LE; Data From the French Sample 

A. Attitudes Toward Trial Marriage Relationships 

Unfortunately the information available on attitudes toward and 
information concerning trial marriage relationships is much more limited 
for the French than it was for the English sample. Only three relevant 
questions were included in the questionnaire. 

French sample members were asked ''These days it is less and less 
rare to encounter couples who live together without being married, What 
do you think of this situation?" The question was followed by four res- 
ponse alternatives: "approve'', "disapprove'’, ''This concerns only those 
involved and I don't have to judge them, however I will not accept 
living in this way" and "other", This question is rather similar to the 
question asked of English sample members "How do you feel about relation- 
ships of this kind?" except that the latter question was open ended, 
without predetermined response alternatives, 


The data in Table IV show that the French sample members more 
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often expressed approval or an indifferent attitude toward trial mar- 

riage relationships, than did the English sample members, Forty four, 
per cent of the latter expressed disapproval as compared with only 14 

per cent of the French sample members, Within the French sample, male 
members expressed approval more frequently than female members, while 

the latter said they were indifferent, but not interested in such re- 

lationships for themselves more often than did the former. 

There were very sizable differences between the university and 
the trade school students in response to this question as the data in 
the table show. University students were approving very much more fre- 
quently than the trade school students, (76 v8.25 per cent.) The | 
latter were indifferent more frequently (58 vs. 16 per cent) or were 
disapproving more frequently (17 vs. 8 per cent) than were the former, 
These differences between whole samples were paralleled by the differences 
between the male and the female components of the two samples. As with 
the total sample, in both of the school samples the female students re- 
acted with indifference more frequently than did the male students. 

The question which was asked of the English students concerning 
their reaction if they learned that their 19 year old sister was living 
common law with a university student, was unfortunately drastically 
changed in meaning in the form in which it was ieee te in the French 
schedule, The changed version read: "What woula be your reaction if you 
learned that your sister is the "mistress" of one of your best friends?" 
The response alternatives provided were "very much shocked", "very much 
deceived”; “very sad". lwery happy", "other reaction" and "other (specify) 


", This set of alternatives does not seem to be very satisfactory. 


a> Tavergqnels Séaesieen teddal ots. de 


uy 7 ‘ ‘ j ’ ‘ ve . 
- BE 9 Share ft fs ClaggW eee elias ilatin se its ipso aay : 
: 7 
of inw + yStest ’ ooh Lavoe E _ ee 7 
‘ 
re 7 7 dip tie? ‘ 4pye73 iY av: ste % ‘ , eas 
ae _ F ‘ * * , : 
i rou } i, 71H £ Qs ; | romni 
r 
= ; eo tH ] : 
— | 
7 iP ) 7 4 é E : 4 
es 
hy ; ~ vraw r€ 
uu 
. 7 j } * 7 


id , ' D 
7) , ~ I Li 
} 
: 
: ; ' 7 s : Sin ? t [ 
’ 
; > 
- 
3 j | 1 
: 
? i 4 " 
@ 


oa 
' 
nn : voy fer j { Lou ive’ B > Ae i rs j M1 fia 
—_ - 
wp) 
’ aby 7 - i i M 4 
on a ~ . z= ea bw Ea a) = oh ae | = ~ ig sal 
- , 
7 Bow , 4 fh , ~ i¢ 5 i > i = rT - 
ie 2 (i ey PSA VOR soy Poh * as ait 
7 a os —s 
a4 ’ i rT) " 
~ « page) sald h “nitsoaes Seite” "Nggqad wey" ;/'Sas wapv" ,"bavi soot : 
; : ’ 


? 
; a : 4 it : 
 caviiertatis 26 Joe alt.“ 


ethers - a 


258 


Clearly no comparison of the responses to this question with the res- 
ponses to the question asked of English students would be worth while. 
Of those who answered the question 63 per cent said they would be 
shocked or disappointed, 12 per cent said they would be indifferent, 
and 22 per cent gave more accepting responses, Female students ex- 
pressed slightly more shock than male students, and the trade school 
students expressed very much more shock than the university students. 
These differences between the two school sample were found for both the 
male and the female students. 

The final question dealing with trial marriage relationships 
which was asked of the French sample members was: 'Do you know of any 
such couples''to which they were to respond only "'yes'' or "no", The 
data in Table IV shows that a very much higher proportion of French 
than of English students reported knowing couples living together in 
trial marriage, 72 per cent as compared with 43 per cent; Equal pro- 
portions of male and female respondents and slightly more trade school 
than university students reported knowing such couples. This latter 
difference is almost completely accounted for by differences between 
female students at the two schools, 

In summary it seems clear from our data that the French sample 
members express more frequent approval of trial marriage relationships, 
and have more frequent familiarity with couples sharing such relation- 


ships, than English sample members, 


Br, Predictors of Attitudes and Information 
Concerning Trial Marriages 


Results of the regression analysis of the three indicators of 
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TABLE V 


PROPORTIONS OF VARTANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDES AND INFORMATION REGARDING 
TRIAL MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT 
VARIABLE FACTOR SCORES FOR FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Shocked If Know of Couples 

Independent Trial Marriages Sister Mistress Living Together 

Factors Rated as Good of Best Friend In Trial Marriage 
Religiosity of 
Respondent ai beO 119.4 
Courtship Experience ms 4 yee 
Age - i300 a3e2 
Socio-Econ, Status 
Family Solidarity Pad. 7, 
Alienation e978 
Family Devoutness ek oo 
Fast Popularity 
With Opposite Sex Let 28 +12.0 
Masculinity- 
Femininity 
Peer-Parent Ego 
Norm Consistency 19 Ss he & 
Mobility 
Perceived Similar to 
Peers More Strict 
Home Discipline eels us 2.2 
Mother Worked Beles 
Total Variance 
Explained 15.8 31.8 Ae Ye) 
Numbers of Cases 220 220 220 


tpeporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 5% con- 
fidence level. 
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attitudes toward, and acquaintance with trial marriage relationships 
are found in Table V. We shall consider the Findings for the two 
attitude indicators first, bearing in mind that unfortunately the 
second of these items in the French questionnaire dealt not with trial 
marriage, but rather with a mistress relationship. 

The data show that only sixteen per cent of the variance in the 
rating of trial marriage relationships criterion was explained by the 
predictive factors, as compared with 29 per cent of the variance in the 
case of the English data, Religiosity accounts for more than two 
thirds of this variance, while the second ranking predictor is family 
solidarity which accounts for three per cent of the variance in the 
criterion, In both cases the association of the predictor with the 
criterion is inverse, 

In the case of the sister mistress item 32 per cent of the 
variance in the teerren was explained. Again the religiosity factor 
accounted for almost two thirds of this explained variance. Surprisingly 
the family solidarity factor was not significantly predictive. The age 
factor was inversely associated with the criterion and explained 3 per 
cent of the variance,and the peer parent consistency factor was directly 
associated and explained two per cent of the variance, 

The only indicator of acquaintance included in the French schedule 
was an item which asked whether or not the respondent knew of any couples 
sharing a trial marriage relationship. The data in Table V show that 30 
per cent of the variance in this criterion is explained by the predictive 
factors, considerably more than the 12 per cent explained in the case of 
the English data. The two most powerful predictors are the fast popu- 
larity relationship factor, which explains 12 per cent of the variance, 


and the alienation factor, which explains 10 per cent of the variance. 
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In both cases the predictors are directly associated with the criterion, 
The next most powerful predictors are another relationship indicator, 
courtship experience, which explains three per cent of the variance, 

and the home discipline factor, which explains two per cent of the var- 
iance, The former predictor is of course directly associated with the 
criterion, as es the latter, perhaps because more strict home disci- 
pline is slightly associated with rebellion, and the seeking out of more 
unorthodox associates, 

It is remarkable that the Pole aeiey factor is not significantly 
associated with the acquaintanceship criterion at all. 

It is clear that a very distinct pattern has emerged from this 
set of relationships between predictive factors and indicators of 
attitude toward and acquaintanceship with trial marriage relationships. 
The two attitude criteria are primarily predicted by the religiosity 
factor, and to a very much teseer extent by family solidarity in the 
case of the rating criterion, and by age and peer parent consistency in 
the case of the sister mistress item. By contrast the acquaintance with 
trial marriage couples criterion is powerfully predicted by relationship 
factors (fast popularity and to a much lesser extent, courtship exper- 
ience), the alienation factor, and the home discipline factor which may 
be associated with a tendency toward rebellion on the part of those from 
particularly strict homes, Thus the slight pattern found for the English 
data, for the attitude items to be best predicted by religiosity and 
other normative factors, and for acquaintance items to be best predicted 
by relationship factors is much more dramatically demonstrated here, 


As was true to some extent in the case of the patterns of association 
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between the sexual attitudes and experience indicators and the pre- 
dictive factors, a number of patterns which were somewhat vaguely 
apparent in the English data are more starkly revealed in the case 


of the French language data. 


ye Conclusions 

The questions dealing with attitudes toward and acquaintance with 
trial marriage relationships were included in the questionnaire because 
there has been a large number of recent articles about such relation- 
ships in the American and Canadian popular press, Thus it was felt 
desirable to get a reading on the attitudes of our sample members toward 
these relationships and on the incidence of such relationships as 
indicated by how many sample members actually knew people involved in 
such relationships, and how many had ever been so involved themselves. 

In terms of attitudes, our data show that among members of both 


the English and the French samples, there is limited approval of such 


———— 


relationships, but a great deal of tolerance or acceptance of them as 


well as substantial rejection of them, Among the former respondents ; 
25 per cent felt they were more or less good, 31 per cent expressed per- 
missive or indifferent attitudes, and 43 per cent felt they were 

bad. French respondents were much more favorable, with 45 per cent 
expressing approval, 41 per cent permissive or indifferent, and only 

14 per cent expressing disapproval. It should be acknowledged that there 
were differences in the wording of the item in French and in English, but 
these differences cannot account for the magnitude of the differences in 


response, The negative reaction increased but little when English subjects 


S 
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were asked what would be their reaction if a sister were involved in 
such a relationship. In such a case, 20 per cent of the English sample 
members said they would be shocked little if at all, while 48 per cent 
said they would be very much shocked, However the French sample members 
showed more negative reactions to the somewhat different question con- 
cerning their feelings if a sister of their's were mistress of a best 
friend. Here 63 per cent said they would be shocked and disappointed, 
in contrast to 34 per cent who said they would not be at all shocked, 
In-both samples the female respondents were somewhat more negative 
toward trial marriage relationships than the men, The answers to open 
Pended questions asked of the English sample members which we considered 
in some detail suggest that female respondents tend to be as accepting 
as males if they feel that such relationships will end in marriage, 

but they are apparently somewhat fearful of dalliance or sexual ex- 
ploitation by males. 

Evidence from this study does not suggest that trial marriage 
relationships are at all commonplace, even among the university students 
who are perhaps likely to show the greatest tendency to experi:nent with 
this kind of relationship, Many more French respondents reported that 
they knew of couples living together in this way, than did English 
eater respondents, the proportions being 72 per cent and 43 per cent, 
However it must be acknowledged that there was some ambiguity in the 
wording of the French item, 

The question asking about involvement of friends and personal 
involvement in trial marriage relationships was included only in the 


English language schedule, unfortunately. Only 28 per cent of the 
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respondents said they knew of friends, and only 5 per cent, 38 people in 
all, said that they had themselves been involved in such relationships. 
The advantage of such relationships which was most often cited was the 
opportunity which it afforded to better come to know and to appreciate 
the relationship partner, The most frequent disadvantage was the fear 
-of being "caught". 

The results of the step regression analysis using attitude and 
acquaintance items as criteria and the predictive factors as predictors 
showed a rather vague pattern in the case of the English data, which 
emerged with much greater clarity in the case of the French data. In 
most stark form it is that normative factors - the religiosity and to a 
lesser extent conventionality factors - are more powerfully predictive 
of attitudes, and the relationship factors - the courtship relationship, 
courtship precosity, and fast popularity factors - are more powerfully 
predictive of acquaintance with couples involved in trial marriage re- 
lationships, For the English sample, sex identity was also significantly 
predictive of acquaintance with couples and to a lesser extent, of 
attitude toward trial marriage. For the French sample the alienation 
factor was powerfully predictive of acquaintance with couples living to- 


gether in trial marriage relationships, 


met ait wae egmdnurinntealy: reopen? Gok Seaieg AA 
Stages” quiad Ww 


sm ePetitte wires ite laca! pobeqesgys ghta sty De felons. eft 


ainiotheta @0 €902n) ayia theo oli Sno etiw@iw es aries ¢oce tela 


jolie tisb duligat wis (4 eas @f2 wt Ate2in, Augéy TOfet 8 Gomis 


nf vies tones’ ode Io: vedd StI 4) o4O0ale Wetketg Aoie Ath bsgavns € 
af of Wes e*teoletior a - eeaien® efor Sens 21) 7! on Fetes tro 
‘there Slivliiawy eres ee > PPO? Ci erories 2 itate are | 
a) Ou, Pielos apiatee tuce. ti or ima? gitiemn! tale? af7 ih osbyttits ° 
(fivigfe@y stom e3R — StGTEa? Veiteasgey Nea bie ,at ie mr 
+ wer lati i -bAgToved Galguos dis Gontcetowem 3c «y) ls 
jen yed* oale’ cow YT LENOAT Wee oo Peeks DG gHA HL) 20 ag tilts FI= 
jejiee Tuateh)s aD tou, selmee “TT! eSASTAlE op ve pr 
woOd1A[S of? wlane@ Gowers o@4, Gee .pgnitier fete) tows! i336 ‘ 


“os ap ival eafiagiys 1496 eommiaiaupon In evissibesg qifct) « 


seg idenn dra lez aga r2 ise ret jy 


Footnotes - Chapter VI 


1. Jesse Bernard, "Some Current ,Non- and Neo-Family Types of Relation- 
ships,'' unpublished paper, 1967. 


265 


Chapter VII 
Orientations to Marital Roles 

The third major area of interest in the present study relates to 
conceptions of marital roles, The information on this topic which is 
available from our sample members provides the subject matter for this 
chapter. As before, we shall present information from the English por- 
tion of the sample first, and from the French Canadian component of the 
sample second, and a description of the responses of the sample members 
will precede a section analyzing the antecedents of these responses, 

js Information From the English Canadian Sample 

A. Description eeitarital Role Conceptions 

Four broad areas will be taken up in this section: (1) traditional- 
ism vs. egalitarianism in marital role definition, (2) the role of the wife, 
particularly in regard to employment, (3) parenthood and the rearing of 
children, and (4) conditions for divorce and the breakup of marriage. 


Le Traditionalism-Egalitarianism 
in Marital Role Definition 


The primary source of information on traditionalism-egalitarianism 
in conceptions or marital roles is a selection of 67 items dealing with 
various aspects of husbands and wife's roles which were drawn from the 
Dunn Marriage Role Inventory and the Hobart Marital Role Expectation in- 
ventory. These items consisted of statements like 'In my marriage I expect: 

"That the husband and wife will share household tasks 

according to individual interests and abilities rather 


than according to 'women's work' and 'man's work'. 


"Whether or not the wife works will be largely the 
husband's decision, 


"My children will be planned with the aid of birth 
control devices," 
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As noted earlier, the items are about equally divided between 
those dealing with the role of the husband and those of the wife and 
between items reflecting a traditional definition of roles and those re- 
flecting an egalitarian definition of roles, The items relate to seven 
areas: personal characteristics, patentt one social participation, care 
of children, homemaking, employment and support, and authority. They 
are scored in such a way as to give sub-scores corresponding to each of 
these seven areas, and a total score which is reflective of the overall 
traditionalism or egalitarianism of the respondent. 

In this section we shall present information on the personal 
characteristics, education, and social participation sub-scores and on 
the total score, for the total sample and the three school sub-samples, 
by sex of respondent, 

The first area deals with the personal characteristics which are 
seen as desirable in the mate, The items comprising this portion of the 
inventory include: "In my marriage I expect that it will be equally as 
important for the wife to be affectionate and understanding as to be 
thrifty and skillful in housekeeping.'' and ''In my marriage I expect that 
if the husband is a good worker, respectable and faithful to his family, 
other personal characteristics are of considerably’ less importance," 

A total of eight items make up this area. Since there are no norms 
available for any of the Dunn Inventory scores it is not possible for us 
to determine whether our sample members are distinctively traditional or 
egalitarian in their orientation, However it is possible to make compari- 
sons between sub samples of our total sample. The relevant data sre 


found in Table I which shows the distribution of the various Dunn Inventory 
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scores for the total and the school sub-samples, by sex, with indication 
of statistically significant differences between the sex groups, Higher 
scores signify more egalitarian, and lower scores signify more tra- 
ditional orientations, 

These data show that for the total sample and for the three 
school sub-samples the female members are significantly more egalitarian 
in their expectations of the personal characteristics of husbands and 
wives than are the male members, at the one per cent level of confidence, 
Similarly, the two university samples are both significantly more egali- 
tarian than is the trade school sample, 

The education area of the Dunn Inventory consists of five items, 
including: "Tn my marriage I expect that an education is important for the 
wife whether or not she works outside the home," and 'In my marriage I 
expect that the husband will forget about an education after he is 
married and support his wife."' Again it is possible only to make com- 
parisons between various sub-samples, and again higher scores signify 
more egalitarian, less traditional orientations, The data in Table I, 
show that there are statistically significant differences between males 
and females for all of the samples except the University of Alberta 
sample,with the former consistently more traditional in their orientations 
than the latter. This latter is also the least traditional of the three 
sub-samples, while the trade school sample is again the most traditional, 
It is noteworthy that the responses of the Waterloo sample tend to resemble 
more those of the trade school rather than the U. of A. sample. The data 
show further that the between sex differences are greatest in the most 


traditional sample, and that in fact the relative traditionalism of the 
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female members of the three school samples is virtually identical. Thus 
the differences in the three samples are due solely to the differences 
between the male sample members. 

The third area of the Dunn Inventory to be considered at this 
point is the Social Participation area which consists of eight items. 
Examples include "In my marriage I expect that husband and wife shall 
have equal privileges in such things as going out at night," "In my 
marriage I expect that the wife will generally prefer talking about 
something like clothes, places to go, and 'women's interests' to talking 
about complicated international and economic affairs," and "In my marriage 
I expect the wife to stay at home to care for the husband and children 
instead of using time attending club meetings, and entertainment out- 
side the home," 

The data in Table I show that the responses of the males were 
Significantly more traditional for all four samples than those of the 
females, Again the scores of the trade school sample were significantly 
lower, that is, more traditional, than those of the two university 
samples, However the differences between these school samples is en- 
tirely due to the differences between the female members of these samples , 
there are no differences between the male students in the trade school 
and in the two universities at all. 

The total inventory scores, which include the three areas con- 
sidered above and four others as well, shows the pattern of significant 
differences between sub-samples that one might expect, All of the 
differences between the male and female members of the various samples 
are 1g aun TeER Cy with the former more traditional than the latter. 


Further the total trade school sample is significantly more traditional 
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than either of the two university total samples, but there are no sig- 
seu sion differences between these latter two. However, considering 
the male respondents only, those in the trade school were significantly 
more traditional than those at the University of Alberta, but the 
Waterloo males were midway between the other two samples and were not 
Significantly different from either. For the female respondents, how- 
ever, while those in the trade school were again the most traditional, 
it was those at Waterloo who were least traditional, significantly more 
than the former, The University of Alberta women were significantly 
more traditional than those at Waterloo, but were not significantly less 
traditional than those in trade school, 

Returning to the three area scores, it is possible to make some 
inferences about differences in impact on these areas of the egalitarian 
orientation which is rather recent, It is necessary Ben make two 
assumptions which are largely substantiated by our data: {1) that 
women tend to accept egalitarianism before men do; and (2) that univer- 
sity students tend to accept egalitarianism before trade school students 
do, Accepting these assumptions, it appears that acceptance of egali- 
tarianism is more complete in the education area than in the other two, 
since all the female samples show the same high level of acceptance, and 
since the University of Alberta males show about the same level of 


acceptance as do the females. The social participation area appears to 


me most resistent to the impact of egalitarianism, since all of the 


male samples are at the same low level of acceptance of an egalitarian 
orientation here, and since there are sizable differences between the 


female samples with some reflecting little acceptance of egalitarianism, 
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The personal characteristics area appears to fall between these other 
two in terms of the impact of egalitarianism, The two female university 
samples show high egalitarianism tendencies, but the trade school female 
sample does not, and the male samples show significantly less accept- 
ance of egalitarianism than do the female samples. 

Thus it would appear that these areas can be ranked in terms of 
their resistence to egalitarianism, with the education area the least 
resistent, the personal characteristics area medially resistent, and 
the social participation area most resistent, It would appear from 
this that among most men, and many women, there is yet a strong in- 
sistence that the wife continue to perform her traditional role 
obligations, There is relatively little tendency to accept attractive 
personal characteristics in substitution, and even less tendency to 
grant to the wife more freedom of social participation when it would 
be at the price of discharging some of her traditional responsibil- 


ities, 


Fas The Role of the Wife 

Information on the expected role of the wife is available in 
terms of three area scores from the Dunn Inventory - the household re- 
sponsibility, authority, and employment and support areas - and additional 
single questionnaire items aoe Wie the expected role of the wife, 
the circumstances under which the wife should be employed, and with 
whether the wife should be advised to take a more prestigious and 
better paying job than that held by her husband, Response patterns for 


these items are summarized in Table II for the total and the school 
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samples, by sex of respondent. 

The household responsibility area consisted of eight items 
such as: 'In my marriage I expect that since doing things like renee 
cleaning, and child care are 'women's work,' the husband will feel no 
responsibility for them," and "In my marriage I expect that if the hus- 
band helps with the housework, the wife will help with outside chores 
such as keeping the yard, painting or repairing the house."' The data 
in Table II show that only one of the seven between sex or between 
school sample comparisons is statistically significant. The men in 
the trade school sample were significantly more egalitarian than were 
the women, The men showed a similar tendency as compared with the 
women for the total sample, but the difference is not statistically 
significant. It would appear that among our sample members a "fair and 
square" sharing of housework between husbands and wifes is equally 
accepted by men and women. 

The authority area consists of ten items such as: "In my mar- 
riage I expect that the family "schedule" such as when meals are served 
and when the television can be turned on will be determined by the hus- 
band's wishes and working hours," and "In my marriage I expect that the 
husband and wife will have equal voice in decisions affecting the family 
as a whole,"' The data in Table II show that the male-female com- 
parisons show statistically significant differences for all but the 
University of Alberta sample, with the female respondents in all cases 
less traditional than were the males. The pattern of differences between 
the schools is surprising. None of the total school samples differed 


significantly from any other, nor were there significant differences 


20D 


between the male respondents at various schools, However among the 
female respondents, only the Waterloo sample was significantly less 
traditional than the University of Alberta sample. The trade school 
Femenee feil between these two extremes and did not differ significantly 
from either, 

The employment and support area is composed of six items such as 
"In my marriage I expect the wife to combine motherhood and a career if 
that proves possible," and "In my marriage I expect the husband to be 
entirely responsible for earning the living for our family." The data 
in Table II show that the female respondents were significantly less 
traditional than were the male respondents in the total sample and in the 
two university samples, but not in the trade school sample. The total 
trade school sample was significantly less egalitarian on this index 
than either of the two university samples. There were no differences 
between the latter two. Detailed examination of tn three school sauip ves 
shows that the differences between them are entirely due to the differ- 
ences between the female components: it is the female trade school 
students who are less egalitarian than the female University students. 
Although the male university students are slightly more egalitarian on 
this index than the male trade school students, the difference is not 
statistically significant, 

Subjects were asked to respond to the following item: "In my 
marriage I want the wife to be (men and women check one): (1) housewife 
and mother to our children only, (2) employed at productive and inter- 
esting work, but only after the children are in high school, (3) able to 
pursue a work career, with children taken care of by babysitters as 


necessary, (4) primarily a career woman who has babies only if they will 
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not handicap her career, and may be childless, (5) I don't know, I'm 
quite confused about the whole thing." As the data in Table II show, 
a plurality of subjects 57, per cent, indicated that they felt a wite 
should be employed only after her children were in high school.- 
Women consistently took this position more frequently than did men, 
the proportions being 42 per cent and 31 per cent respectively. 

Among all three school samples this was true as well, However, men 
more often than women, indicated that the wife should be housewife 
and mother only, the proportions being 26 per cent and 15 per cent, 
Among the school samples this difference was statistically significant 
only for the trade school sample. Almost one third ee int subjects, 
31 per cent including 33 per cent of the men and 30 per cent of the 


men, reported confusion or inability to choose between two alter- 


natives. Ten per cent of the sample members preferred the wife to be 
a career woman with children cared for by babysitters, and only 2 per cent 
wanted the wife to be a career woman, perhaps foregoing children. 
Women reported this preference four times as frequently as did men. 
Subjects were further asked ''How do you feel about the wife's 
working following your marriage? (1) I would approve of her working 
only before we have children, (2) I would not approve of her working 
under any circumstances, (3) I would approve of her working whether we 
have young children at home or not, (4) I would approve only if we 
needed the money and as long as we have no children. (5) (Men only) I 
would leave the decision completely to my wife. (6) (Women only) I 


would leave the decision completely to my husband,'' Forty seven per 


cent were willing for the wife to work only before children, one per 


ZiT 


cent would not approve her working under any circumstances, and 10 per 
cent would approve only if there were no children and the couple needed 
the money, Thus a total of 58 per cent said they were not willing for 
the wife to work after children came, in answering this question, The 
data in Table II shows that there were no significant differences be- 
tween male and female respondents in any of the samples. However there 
were significant differences between school samples, with trade school 
students significantly less willing for the wife to work after there 
were children in the home than either of the two university samples. 

A final question relevant to the role of the housewife asked: 
"What decision would you press for if in your marriage the wife had the 
Opportunity to take a higher ranking or higher paying job than the 
husband's job? Why?" About two thirds of the sample members said the 
wife ought to take the job, 28 per cent saying yes, definitely, and 
37 per cent giving qualified affirmative answers ("yes, if we needed 
the money"). Eleven per cent qualified their negative answers 
(no, unless we were desperate") and 22 per cent said the wife de- 
finitely should not take the job. Three per cent were not sure. The 
data in Table II shows that the men in all of the samples gave definite 
affirmative answers significantly more frequently than did the women. 
Interestingly, there are no significant differences between any of the 
school samples. 

Reasons given by those who answered she should take the job 
without qualification included (1) "take it for the money", 25 per cent 
(2) to give the wife the chance to express her capabilities, 19 per cent, 


(3) marriage should not include any element of economic competition, 
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therefore who makes more money is irrelevant, 15 per cent, and (4) women 
should be equal with men, in this and other regards, 8 per cent. Seventeen 
per cent gave no reason, Women more often than men gave the first reason 
(36 vs. 19 per cent) while men more often gave the second (24 vs. 10 

per cent) and fourth (11 vs. 3 per cent) responses, 

Those qualifying their affirmations said yes ~- (1) "if she really 
wants to” (26 per cent), (2) "if she can still be a good mother, or if 
she has no children" (22 per cent), (3) “if it does not offend the 
husband" (19 per cent), (4) ‘if they really need the money" (14 per 
cent, and (5) ‘if both agree to it’! (10 per cent). Men more often 
than women mentioned the first (36 vs. 16 per cent) and second (30 vs. 
14 per cent) qualifications; while women more often than men made the 
third (25 vs. 12 per cent) fourth (20 vs. 8 per cent) and fifth (15 vs. 
4 per cent) qualifications. 

Those qualifying their negative recommendations said no, if it 
threatens the man's self esteem or pride (48 per cent) and no unless 
they need the money (41 per cent). Women gave the first answer more 
often than men, the percentages being 54 per cent and 36 per cent, The 
reason given by 85 per cent of those saying the wife should definitely 
not take the job was that the wife should not jeopardize the husband's 
pride in his bread winner role, More women (91 per cent) than men (73 
per cent) gave this response, More than twice as many men as women (21 
vs. 9 per cent) gave a response suggesting that the woman's place is in 
the home. 

It is clear from the various kinds of responses cited above that 


women were more likely to be defensive and fearful in approaching 
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the issue posed by the question, while men were more likely to be ex- 
pansive, Women more often said that the wife could take the job if, or 
only if, the money was badly needed, or if the husgand would not feel 
threatened, or to say the wife should not take the job Baceuecaeue 
should not threaten the husband in this way. Men more often said women 
should be equal, should have a chance to exercise their capabilities, 


and should be permitted to take such jobs if they really wanted to. 


3. Parenthood and Child Rearing 

Sample members were asked what they though was the ideal number 
of children to have, and how many children they themselves wanted to 
have. Our data indicate a distinct, though not dramatic commitment to 
a small family. Sixteen per cent said two children was the ideal number 
and 34 per cent three children, while only one per cent said no children 
or one child, The model number was four, preferred by 35 per cent, 
Only 8 per cent gave 5 children as the ideal number, and six per cent 
mentioned six or more, The numbers of children subjects said they 
themselves wanted were very similar, with 3 per cent saying none or one, 
17 per cent saying two, 31 per cent three, 42 per cent four, 4 per cent 
five, and only 2 per cent six or more, The data in Taile III show that 
the female subjects, in all but the trade school sample, preferred more 
children than did the male subjects. There were no differences between 
the school samples in number of children preferred. 

Subjects were asked if they wanted to plan their children, making 
use of birth control devices, following marriage. No fewer than 82 
per cent of those responding said yes, 50 per cent indicating that they 
felt strongly about this. The data in the table show that there are no 


significant differences between male and female members in this regard, 
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However the trade school subjects did indicate interest in birth con- 
trol techniques significantly less frequently than those at the two 
universities, 

Two kinds of information on attitudes toward child rearing 
procedures are available from the questionnaire: The first, which con- 
cerns the responsibilities of husband and wife relating to child 
bearing, consists of eight items taken from the Dunn Inventory. Items 
used include: "In my marriage I expect the husband to be as interested 
in spending time with the girls as with the boys in our family," and 
"In my marriage I expect that the husband's major responsibility to our 
children will be to make a good living, provide a home, and make them 
mind," The second concerns the kinds of discipline to be used with the 
child and the privileges of freedoms extended to him. Nine items dealing 
with these issues were selected from the Shobin Parent Attitude Scale 
for use in the present study. Items used include: "A child should be 
required to consult his parents before making any kind of decision," 

"A good way to discipline a child is to shame him before his playmates," 
and "Children should often be allowed to have their own way." 

For the Dunn Child Rearing scores we have no comparison data, 
thus we can make only intra sample comparisons. The data in Table III 
show that the male members of the four samples are consistently more 
traditional in their orientations, than the female members. That is, 


they tend to ascribe more responsibility to women in this area, tending | 


| 
| 


to see their own roles as more narrowly breadwinner and disciplinarian. 


Further the trade school sample members are significantly more eee 


! 
than are the members of the two university samples. However these 
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differences are largely accounted for by differences between the female 
members of the samples; the girls in trade school were less egalitarian 
than those in university, but there were no differences between the men 
in the three school samples 

The data in Table III shows that there are significant differ- 
ences in permissiveness in attitudes concerning child rearing on the 
Shobin scores between various components of the sample. Male respondents 
are significantly less permissive than females in the total sample, the 
trade school and the University of Alberta samples. The trade school 
sample is significantly less permissive than either of the two univer- 
sity samples. This is true of both the male and the female components 
of these samples. 

In summary, our data show that the female members of the sample 
are more traditional than the male members in tending to want somewhat 
more children than the latter, There were no differences between men 
and women in their attitudes toward use of contraceptives, However when 
it comes to conceptions of child rearing responsibilities, and approaches 
to discipline it is the men who tend to be more traditional, in ascribing 
more of child rearing responsibility to their wives, and in believing in 
a less permissive approach to discipline than the women, There were no 
differences between the school sub-samples in the numbers of children 
wanted or in attitudes toward use of contraceptives. However the trade 
school students were distinctly less egalitarian in their conceptions of 
child rearing responsibilities and less permissive in their approaches 


to disciplining children than the university students. On the first of 
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these the differences were almost exclusively between the female 
components of the school samples, but on the second they were about 


equally characteristic of the men and the women, 


4, Conditions for Divorce 
Sample members were asked two questions to probe their attitudes 
concerning conditions for divorce, The first question, together with 
the proportions giving each response were as follows: 
Under which of the following conditions do you believe it 
is acceptable for a married couple to obtain a divorce? 
1) If the couple no longer love each other and are not 
happy together, even if there are children. 34 per cent 
2) If the couple no longer love each other and are not 
happy together, and there are no children, 27 per cent 
3) If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each 
other, even if there are children. 14 per cent 
4) Only if the children were suffering from the unhappy 
marriage. 11 per cent 
5) If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each 
other, and there are no children, 5 per cent 
6) I believe that divorce is never justified. 8 per cent 
This distribution shows that there is a high level of acceptance 
of divorce among the sample members. The most frequent response made 
by one third of respondents was the most lenient category: divorce is 
acceptable where the couple no longer love each other and are not happy 
together even though there are children, Another 27 per cent would accept 
divorce under these relationship conditions, given only that there were 
no children, Thirty per cent would require more serious difficulties 
between mates or suffering on the part of the children, and only eight 
per cent said divorce was never justified. The data in Table IV show 
that the females in the sample were slightly more accepting of divorce 
than the males. 


The second question was "Are there any circumstances under which 


you believe a married couple should get a divorce? If yes, please describe 
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the circumstances," ; 

Almost two thirds, 62 per cent, said a couple should get a 
divorce when they are no longer compatible or happy together, Four- 
teen per cent said there should be a divorce when it would be best for 
the children, and 10 per cent said there were no circumstances, Adul- 
tery was mentioned by 7,5 per cent and insanity was mentioned by #276 
per cent. The data in Table IV show that there are no differences be- 
tween men and women in these responses, The reason is that the sex 
differences found above disappeared when the first two Pe Ae to the 
previous question are pooled, and this, in etrect. 18 what the first 
response to the second question does. 

The data.in Table IV do show that there are some differences 
between the school samples, The trade school students, significantly 
less frequently than the university students felt that divorce was 
acceptable when the couple members no longer loved each other if there 
were children, This difference was found for both the male and the 
female components of the school samples, There were no statistically 
Significant differences between the two university samples, although 
the Alberta students were somewhat more accepting of easy divorce con- 
ditions than the Waterloo students, 

Iwo aspects of these data seem particularly noteworthy: first 
that the English student respondents are as accepting of liberal divorce 
conditions as they are, and second, that there are not more differences 
between different categories of students, It ig especially remarkable 
that the women who tend to suffer more following divorce in terms of 
loss of support, and increased child rearing burdens, are not distinctly 
more opposed than are men, It would appear that easy divorce has come to 
be taken for granted among a broad cross section of post secondary stu- 


dents in this country, 
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TABLE V 
1 


IN INDICES OF GENERAL EGALITARIANISM IN 


MARITAL ROLE DEFINITION EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE 


FACTOR SCORES, FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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Reporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 
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Bs Correlates and Predictors of Marital 
Role Conceptions 

Once again the analysis procedure used with the indicators of 
marital role conceptions was the slip regression analysis procedure. 
The predictive variables used were the same set of independent variable 
factor scores, available for 528 of the English sample members. Two of 
the criteria used were factors which emerged from the factor analysis of 
the dependent variables, as described in Chapter IV. These two were a 
general egalitarianism factor, and a wife employment factor, In addi- 
tion eighteen other dependent variable indices were analyzed using the 
regression analysis procedure, Of the total of 20 indicators, five deal 
generally with Traditionalisi-Egalitarianism in role definition, seven 
deal with the role of the wife, six deal with parenthood and child 


rearing, and two with conditions for divorce. Each of these areas will 


be considered in turn, 


Ly Traditionalism-Egalitarianism in 
Marital Role Definition 

The indicators of egalitarianism in marital role definition which 
were used as criteria in regression analysis included the Egalitarianism 
factor derived from the factor analysis of the dependent variables, the 
total role score obtained by scoring all of the Marital Role Inventory 
items, and the personal characteristics, social life, and education sub- 
scale scores, also based on the Marital Role Inventory items, The re- 
sults erethe regression analyses of the predictive factors using these 
six indicators as criteria are found in Table V. 

The data in the table show that very little of the variance in 
these criteria is explained by the predictors available. The criterion 


best explained is the education subscale score, 9 per cent of whose 
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variance was explained by the predictive pattern. The criteria worst 
accounted for were the social life and authority scores, only 4 per cent 
of whose variances were explained. If we look over the whole table for 
the best predictors of the variance of these five criteria we find that 
in no case is more than 3 per cent of the variance of any single 
criterion explained by a single predictor and in all but three of the 29 
significant associations bemeen a criterion and a predictor less than 
two per cent of the variance was predicted. The single predictor most 
strongly associated with all five of the criteria is university atten- 
dance which is directly associated with egalitarianism for four of the 
criteria, but in all cases the variance predicted is less than 2 per 
cent.) sine _ best predictor is courtship precosity, which is also 
weakly but directly predictive of egalitarianism for three of the 
criteria, Feminine sex identity is weakly, but directly predictive of 
egalitarianism for three of the criteria, Religiosity was weakly and 
inversely predictive of egalitarianism for only two criteria. Courtship 
involvement is directly predictive of egalitarianism for two criteria, 
particularly for the education sub-scale for which it predicts 3 per cent 
of the variance, This is perhaps to be expected since all of the sample 
members were students at the time that they filled out the questionnaire. 

It is particularly remarkable that peer-parent consistency was 
with only one criterion, and that the socio-economic status, family 
“solidarity, mother's influence, generation, and alienation factors were 
not significantly independently predictive of any of the variance in any 
Or tne eriteria. 


The implication of this lack of findings appears to be that egali- 
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TABLE VI 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF THE ATTITUDE CONCERNING THE 
ROLE APPROPRIATE TO THE WIFE EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE 
FACTOR SCORES, FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


n = 0 
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2, Conventionality ares) he Sere 
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12, External Sex Controls + 6 a be 
13, Adequacy of Sex Education veel 
14, Generation 
15. Confusion Regarding Sex Norms 
16, Mother's Influence 12 
Total Variance Explained 7 2 29 356 ote St aa Rs) 
Numbers of Cases 518 528 528 528 528 528 


lReporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 
5% confidence level 
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tarianism is so widely disseminated throughout the English Canadian cul- 
ture that it is not distinctively associated with any particular social 
class, or religiosity, or family solidarity grouping of people. That 

is in regard to this variable the various sub-cultures which do exist in 
Canadian society are quite homogeneous. It is not possible to predict 
from our data that in some subcultures one will be socialized into a 
more traditionalist orientation while in other subcultures one will be 
socialized into a more egalitarian orientation. Apparently there is a 
range of perspectives in regard to traditionalism-egalitarianism - the 
rather wide range of scores that we obtained from sample members on the 
various scales and sub scales used in this study demonstrate that, But 
whether the individual person adopts a more traditional or more egali- 
tarian orientation appears to depend’ on personality characteristics or 
on a random combination of circumstances, rather than upon the kind of 
predictors which sociologists usually find associated with such norma- 


tive and value commitment variables. 


2. Role of the Wife 

The data in Table VI show that the indicators relevant to role of 
the wife are as unpredictable as the egalitarianism role indicators, The 
proportions of variance explained by the predictive factors ranged from 
3 to 14 per cent for the seven indicators of wife's role which are 
available, The least well explained criterion was the household res- 
ponsibilities indicator, Apparently there is a general concensus that 
housework should be shared between husband and wife. The best predictor 
of this criterion was the mother's influence factor, which was inversely 
associated with the criterion, 

The criterion whose variance was best explained was the item 
dealing with the circumstances under which the wife should work. Some- 


what more than one third of the explained variance was accounted for by 
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the school enrollment factor: university students were consistently more 
favorable to the wife's employment than trade school students, 

The best single predictor of all seven criteria is the school 
enrollment factor which predicts 6 per cent, 3 per cent and 2 per cent 
respectively of the variance in the wife work item, the employment sub 
scale, and the egalitarianism factor criteria. Courtship involvement 
is significantly predictive of five of the indicators and accounts for 
about two per cent of the variance in the case of three of these. In 
all cases subjects with higher courtship involvement had more egali- 
tarian attitudes toward employment of the wife. Religiosity is sig- 
nificantly predictive of four, and accounts for at least 2 per cent 
of the variance in two of the criteria, It is inversely associated with 
advocating employment of the wife. Even sex identification is asso- 
ciated weakly with but two of the criteria, with men more favorable than 
women to employment of the wife. 

Again, one is driven to the conclusion that beliefs that women 
should have opportunities to work following marriage under conditions of 
relative equality with men whenever she does not have young children 
at home and that there should be division of authority and of household 
responsibilities are widely distributed among the English sample students. 
In fact they are so widely distributed, regardless of background, that 
it appears to be impossible to find a background predictor which will 
discriminate the more traditional from the more egalitarian respondents, 
It is particularly noteworthy that neither the mobility factor, which 
is loaded on the rural-urban background variable nor the socio-economic 
status factor, which is loaded on the father's occupation and father's 
education items, explain any appreciable variance in any of the criteria 


at all, It is apparently to a large extent a matter of personal 
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TABLE VII 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDES TOWARD CHILD BEARING 
AND CHILD REARING EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR SCORES, 
FOR THE ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Independent Factors 


1, Courtship Involvement 

2, Conventionality 

3. Socio-Economic Status 

4, University or Trade School 

5. Religiosity 

6. Courtship Precosity 

7. Home Influence Family 
Solidarity 

8. Masculinity-Femininity 


9. Geographical Mobility 
Peer-Parent Consistency 

. Alienation 

External Sex Controls 

. Adequacy of Sex Education 
Generation 

15. Confusion Regarding Sex Norms 


16, Mother's Influence 


Total Variance Explained 
Numbers of Cases 
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choice and of experience in advanced courtship and in university atten- 
dance, rather than of kind of background, whether one thinks the wife 
should play housewife or working wife roles, and how the husband and 
wife should divide authority, household duties, eienetal support, and 


other responsibilities, 


he Parenthood and Child Rearing 

The data in Table VII deal with parenthood, in terms of both the 
number of children wanted and the use of birth control techniques to 
control conception, and the role responsibilities and procedures in- 
volved in rearing children. We shall deal with the parenebe ca indi- 
Catorseiiece, and the child rearing indicators thereafter. 

The data in the table show that it is impossible to predict 
people's ideas of the number of children it is desirable to have on the 
basis of the predictive variables available in this study. Only 10 
per cent of the variance in the first - ideal number of children - and 
7 per cent of the variance in the second - children wanted - indi- 
cators were accounted for by the predictive factors used. The most 
powerful predictor was religiosity, which accounted for almost eee of 
the explained variance in each case, followed by the sex identity pre- 
dictor which explained only about one per cent of the variance. Sub- 
jects high in religiosity and female subjects advocated having more 
children, The remaining predictors explained such insignificant por- 
tions of variance in the criteria as to be ynworthy of comment, 

When we turn to the item dealing with the respondent's feelings 


about the use of contraceptives we find that 26 per cent of the variance 
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in the criterion is explained by the predictive factors. Just one 
third of this is accounted for by the eco ie factor which is 
inversely associated with advocating contraception, Almost one fourth 
of the explained variance, 6 per cent, is predicted by the school en- 
rollment factor, with University students more favorable toward birth 
control, Four per cent of the variance is predicted by the conven- 
tionalism factor which is inversely associated, and 2 per cent is pre- 
dicted by the socio-economic status factor which is directly associated 
with advocating contraception. The two relationship factors, courtship 
precosity and courtship involvement, are directly associated with ad- 
vocating contraception, and each accounts for about 2 per cent of the 
variance in the criterion. 

Two types of indicators of orientations to child rearing were 
used, as noted earlier, one which dealt with the respective responsi- 
bilities of fathers and mothers, and one which dealt with traditional- 
ism versus permissiveness in child rearing procedures. The data in the 
table show that very little of the variance in the former criterion was 
explained, only 7 per cent. However 15 per cent of the variance in the 
latter was explained by the predictive variables. The most powerful 
predictors of the former were feminine ae identity and adequacy of 
sex education, both of which were associated with the egalitarian defini- 
tion of fathers' and mothers' responsibilities, The latter predictor is 
relevant because it appears to be a rough indicator of the liberalism of 
the respondents own parental home, as suggested above, and thus offspring 
from such liberal homes would tend to advocate egalitarian definitions 
of parental responsibilities, 

The most powerful predictors of permissiveness in child rearing 


techniques are the courtship precosity and school enrollment factors 
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TABLE VIII 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDES TOWARD DIVORCE 
EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR SCORES, 
FOR ENGLISH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Divorce Should Divorce 


Independent Factors is On Easy 
Accepted Grounds 

1. Courtship Involvement 
2. Conventionality PEA ey ete 
3. Socio-Economic Status sans) 
4, University or Trade School ut2.8 ut] .9 
5. Religiosity eOn0 =2,4 
6. Courtship Precosity Z16 tary. 9 
7. Home Influence Family Solidarity Eteeys' 
8, Masculinity-Femininity 
9. Geographical Mobility 
10, Peer-Parent Consistency 
11, Alienation es 
12, External Sex Controls 
13, Adequacy of Sex Education 
14, Generation 
15, Confusion Regarding Sex Norms Ba hg) 
16, Mother's Influence 
Total Variance Explained 20.4 7.4 
Numbers of Cases 528 528 


Reporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 
5% confidence level, 
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with university students more permissive than trade school students. 
These factors each predicted 4 per cent of the variance in the 
criterion, The conventionalism factor was inversely associated with 
permissiveness, and predicted 2 per cent of the variance. 

Again, in the case of all of these criteria, with the exception 
of the one dealing with use of contraceptives, very little of the 
variance was explained. Again one must conclude that the issues in- 
volved in the size of family and child rearing areas have ceased to 
have moral implications for most of the categories and groups of res- 
pondents which have found their way into the sample, since no attitudes 
can be very successfully predicted on the basis of knowing a wide range 
of background characteristics of the student respondents. The only 
exception to this statement is attitudes toward contraception, which are 
quite well predicted by the religiosity, university enrollment, and 


conventionality predictive factors. 


4, Attitudes Toward Divorce 

Only two questionnaire items were included as a criterion in the 
regression analysis at this point. These dealt with the conditions 
under which respondents felt that divorce was acceptable and the con- 
ditions under which they felt a divorce should be sought. A total of 
20 per cent of the variance in the first criterion and 7 per cent in the 
second criterion were explained by the predictive factors. As antici- 
pated, the most powerful predictor was religiosity, which was associated 
with advocating stringent conditions for divorce, and which accounted for 
9 per cent of the variance in the first, and over 2 per cent for the 


second criterion, Low socio-economic status, conventionalism, and trade 


‘ated 4 - i a 7 al - A 7: 
7 = : 7 : : a ‘| } 7 bara 
sma ahh Any aA 7s aa | wh oat Sh lee oie arb 
> ag 7 _ 


4 q A n rr - * 
peas bwedtwiasw (fae worn a t079! f' Jehneteadaiien on: wolsa iis 


Ls hessrbss 7 1D aABoneYy i Aa tur 


syovlb sade 3259 elanivorxss deine cote 

a30715 wl 241s) yaferhobiiu sober saniats 

i Scteicey di) 76 aque poe 

panes anf a ‘Enpelstanes G908 Nétyeties Seayeo 

e Som hy  wtteutgite Fa 8 iftadtiivg acum. 2% 
east al law tom ohn ene er wenaeates ee ll ws Cate 7 

ott ai @ sano ws to Sreo anq ¥ 

— ae ; 


~ as 4 
ned Enceibectineni en i call Re : ” ten 


nT 


Z91/ 


school enrollment were also associated with advocating stringent con- 
ditions of divorce and these factors each accounted for three per cent 
of the variance in the first criterion. The courtship precosity factor 
accounted for two per cent, and the alienation and family solidarity 
factors each accounted for one per cent of the variance. The first two 
were directly and the the last was inversely associated with favoring 
easier divorce conditions, 

Here we again see a pattern of predictive adequacy which sug- 
gests that the issue involved in the criterion, the acceptability of easy 
divorce conditions is morally defined, such that more than half of the 
20 per cent of variance which is explained is accounted for by the two 
normative factors, religiosity and conventionality. The existence of 
sub-cultural differences on this issue is also suggested by the fact 
that the school enrollment and socio-economic status factors each 


accounted for about three per cent of the explained variance. 


1 Re Information From the French Canadian Sample 

Most of the questions dealing with conceptions of the roles of 
husband and wife following marriage which were asked of the English sample 
members were included in the French schedule as well. The exceptions 
centered on five or six open ended questions which were omitted by the 
French Canadian research assistant in the French schedule without authoriz- 
ation, One other rather crucial unauthorized change was also made, In 
the English schedule, subjects responded to the items of the Marital 
Role Expectation Inventory and of the Shobin Parent Attitude Survey by 
choosing one of six response alternatives: agree strong, medium, or 


slight, and disagree strong, medium, or slight. In the French schedule 
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the assistant chose to reduce this list to four alternatives "entirely 
in agreement", "partially in agreement", "partially in disagreement," 
and "entirely in disagreement''. This change makes no difference in com- 
paring proportions of students in the two samples who agree or disagree 
with various items. However the scores for various scales and sub- 
scales which are derived from the items of the Marital Role Expec- 
tation inventory and the Shobin Parent Attitude Survey are important 

in the analysis as a whole. Responses in the English survey were 

scored by weighting the six response alternatives in sequence from 

one to six, always in such a way that the egalitarian response scored 
high and the traditional or patriarchal responses scored low. When it 
came to scoring these items in the French schedule there was no alterna- 
tive but to score "entirely in agreement" as 1, "partially in agreement" 
as 3, "partially in disagreement" as 4, and "entirely in disagreement" 
as 6, - or the reverse, depending on whether the item as stated was pro- 
egalitarian or pro-traditionalism, Clearly these two scoring procedures 
may not be commensurable, Accordingly in the pages which follow the 
differences in ways in which these items were scored should be born in 
mind when comparisons between French and English samples are tentatively 


made. 


A. Description of Marital Role Conceptions 

For the French as for the English sample, the information available 
on changing conceptions of marital roles is grouped into four areas (1) 
traditionalism vs. egalitarianism in definition of marital roles, (2) the 
role of the wife, particularly in regard to employment, (3) parenthood 
and the rearing of children, and (4) conditions for divorce and breakup 


of marriage. Each will be taken up in turn, 
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Ls Traditionalism - Egalitarianism in 
Marital Role Definition 

Essentially the same information is available in this section for 
the French sample as for the English sample: the Dunn Role Expectation 
Inventory total score, and the personal characteristics, education, and 
social participation sub-scores. These data are presented in Table (DEN 
by school and by sex, together with comparison data for the English 
sample, subject to the condition of differences in scoring procedures, 
noted above. 

The data in Tabke IX suggest that the English sample members may 
be more egalitarian in their conceptions of marital roles than the 
French sample members, On all three of the sub-scores considered in 
this section, as well as for the total score, the latter sample scored 
lower than the former, The differential between these two was paritcu- 
larly large for the education sub-score, where 55 per cent of the English 
as compared with 41 per cent of the French sample members scored under 
234a5 (Wolleas eforethe. total scare. 

The data show further that the male French students are consistently 
less egalitarian in ee orientations than the female students in regard 
to all three areas considered here, personal characteristics, education, 
and social participation. Similarly, the trade school students are con- 
sistently less egalitarian than the university students, again for all 
three areas. This differential is found for both the male students and 
for the female students at the two schools, considered alone, but it is 
greater in the case of the males than of the females. That is, the male 
university students are much more egalitarian in comparison with the 


male trade school students, than are the female university students in 
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comparison with the female trade school students, It follows from this 
that the spread in egalitarianism between the male and the female stu- 
dents is less wide among the university students than it is among the 
trade school students, However this last point is not true of the total 
role score; the data in the table suggest that the spread of egalitarian- 
ism between males and females at the university is just as wide as that 
between male and female students at the trade school, when the total 


score is the index in question, 


as The Role of the Wife 
As with the English sample, information on the expected role of 
the wife is available in the form of three area scores from the Dunn 
Inventory - the household responsibility, authority, and employment and 
Support areas - and three single items dealing with the role of the wife, 
the circumstances under which the wife should be employed, and with 
whether the wife should be advised to take a more prestigious and better 
paying job than that held by her husband, The distribution of scores 
found for the first three of these six indicators will be considered 
below. We turn first to a description of the responses to the three 
individual items. 
The wording of the first, and the proportion of subjects choosing 
each of the four response alternatives provided, were as follows: 
"In my marriage I want the wife to be: 
1) Housewife and mother to our children only. (17 per cent) 
2) Employed at productive and interesting work, but only 
after the children are in high school (34 per cent) 
3) Able to pursue a work career under any conditions (23 per 


cent) 
4, I don't know. (26 per cent) 
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These responses show a relatively low level of commitment to the 
traditional conception of the wife as housewife and mother. Only 17 
per cent opted for this very limited role, while almost one quarter took 
the egalitarian extreme of advocating pursuit of a career by the wife, 
under any conditions, Surprisingly one quarter indicated that they had 
an open mind on this question, 

There are significant differences between tiale and female respon- 
dents on this item, The latter were five times as likely as the former 
to’make the first response, the proportions being 29 per cent and 5 per 
cent as the data in Table X shows. Women were more than twice as likely 
as men to respond. that the woman should be able to pursue a career under 
any conditions, Men had their minds made up about what role the wife 
should play slightly less often than did the women. 

The second question asked "'How do you feel about the wife's work- 
ing following your marriage?" The response alternatives, together with 
the proportions of subjects choosing each, were as follows: 

1) I would approve of her working only before we have 

children, (39 per cent) 

2) I would not approve of her working under any circum- 

stances, (4 per cent) 

3) I would approve under any circumstances. (7 per cent) 

4) I would approve if we needed the money. (16 per cent) 

5) I would leave my wife free to chacse; (22 per cent) 

6) I would leave my husband free to choose. (4 per cent) 

7) Other. (9 per cent) 

The responses to this question also show a rather liberal orien- 
tation to the question of the wife's working. Only 4 per cent would not 
approve of her working under any conditions, but two fifths would want 
her to work only before there were any children in the home. A surprising 


22 per cent would leave the decision to the wife, but only 4 per cent 


would leave it to the husband, 
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There were only three differences in the distributions of responses 
of male and female students, but these were sizable. The women very 
much more often than the men (14 per cent versus 1 per cent) said they 
would approve of the wife's working under any circumstances, and if they 
needed the money (21 versus 10 per cent), The men much more often than 
the women said they would leave the decision to the wife to make (40 
per cent versus 4 per cent). 

The last of these three questions posed the issue of the wife''s 
working in a more radical form, and perhaps one more threatening to 
the status of the husband. It asked whether the respondent agreed or 
disagreed with the statement "If the wife had the Opportunity to take a 
position which was more i wooteaat and more remunerative than that of the 
husband, the latter should let the wife make her own decision." Note again 
that this question is quite different from the one included in the 
English schedule. An overwhelming 77 per cent of the respondents agreed 
with this statement, 47 per cent agreeing "entirely", while only 6 per 
cent said they were entirely in disagreement with the statement, The 
responses of men and women were quite similar, with 75 per cent of the 
former as compared with 79 per cent of the latter agreeing with the 
statement. However many more men than women said they were entirely in 
disagreement, 10 per cent as compared with 2 per cent. 

In Table X is found indication of the pattern of responses to the 
six indicators of the role of the wife, by school and sex, together with 
comparison data for the English sample, In interesting contrast to the 
pattern of French - English sample contrasts described in the previous 
section, on almost all of the indicators of the wife's role considered in 


this section the position of the French sample seems to be more egalitarian 
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than the position of the English sample. The only two exceptions were 
the authority score and the item dealing with the circumstances under 
which the wife should be employed, and for these two there were no 
differences between the two samples. For the remainder of the indi- 
cators, the household responsibility and the employment and support 
scores, and the items dealing with the expected role of the wife, and 
the possibility of her earning more than her husband it was the 

French students who affirmed egalitarian attitudes more often than the 
English students, 

When the attitudes of university and trade school students are 
contrasted we find that for all six indicators the university students 
are more egalitarian than the trade school students. For three of the 
indicators there are no differences in egalitarianism between the male 
and the female components a trade school samples, For the authority 
area and the expected role of the wife indicators the difference in 
egalitarianism between the two schools was slight for the FomerTouere 
large for the male respondents, For the item dealing with the circum- 
stances under which the wife should be employed, the difference in 
egalitarianism between the two schools was slight for the male, but large 
for the female respondents, 

The information reviewed in this section suggests that there may 
be more of emancipation in attitude toward the role that the wife should 
play in marriage on the part of French Canadian students than on the part 
of English students, One cannot be sure because of differences in items 
and scoring procedures, But this does not — that there is concensus 

between French Canadian young men and women. On all of the indicators 


used in this study the women were found to have a more egalitarian 
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orientation than the men, 


3% Parenthood and Child Rearing 

Information available in this section includes responses to 
questions dealing with size of the family which is desirable, use of 
birth control devices, the responsibilities of husbands and wives 
in child rearing, and disciplines and controls used in child rearing. 
The data are presented in summary form in Table XI oe school and sex, 
together with comparison data for the English sample. 

Two questions were asked which are relevant to family size: 
"What do you believe is the ideal number of children for a family to 
have?" and "How many children would you like to have after marriage?" 
The two most frequent answers to the first question were 3 children and 
4 children, both of which were mentioned by 36 per cent of the French 
respondents, Only 20 per cent tay fewer than three children - 18 
per cent of these giving two as the ideal number, and only 8 per cent 
wanted more than four children, The answers to the second question 
were almost identical, Thus it is clear that the ideal of a large 
number of children, once so characteristic of French Canada, is dead 
as far as our respondents are concerned, 

The only dependable way to implement the smaller family ideal, 
following marriage however, is through the use of birth control pro- 
cedures. What proportion of the French sample members are willing to 
take this step, which the Roman Catholic church has opposed in the 
past, and against which it recently again reaffirmed its position? 
In order to answer this question, sample members were asked how they 


felt about the planning of their children with the aid of birth 
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control devices? Two thirds, 66 per cent said that they agreed with 
this practice, 38 per cent Saying they agreed strongly. The 34 per cent 
who disagreed included 18 per cent who disagreed strongly. It is clear 
that, = one might expect, there is more opposition to the use of birth 
control procedures among the French than among the English students, 
since 82 per cent of the latter group favored their use, including 

50 per cent who strongly favored their use, However it is remarkable 
that the proportion advocating use of contraceptives is as large as it 
is, 

In view of this it is rather a surprise to see in Table XI that 
slightly more English than French students said they wished to have 
four or more children. The proportions being 49 per cent for the 
former and 42 per cent for the latter. 

The distributions of scores for the two indicators of child 
rearing procedures suggest that the English students are more egali- 
tarian in allocating parental responsibilities and more permissive in 
regard to child rearing conceptions than are the French students, The 
data show that there are no differences between the male and female 
French students in the proportions wanting to have small families, and 
wanting to make use of birth control procedures, However when we turn 
to the indicators of child rearing procedures it is another story. Here 
it is clear that the male students are Significantly less egalitarian 
and less ceeroee than are the female students, These data suggest a 
certain measure of "ethical inconsistency" on the part of the male 
students, Kirkpatrick defines ethical inconsistency operationally as 


the situation in which one sex group, in this case the male, seeks to 
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claim for itself a large share of privileges, without simultaneously 
accepting certain attending obligations. - In this case the males are 
quite egalitarian in their willingness to let the wife go to work and 
help support the family. But when it comes to the sharing of the child 
rearing burdens they are not equally egalitarian, instead preferring 
the more traditional distribution of responsibilities under which child 
rearing is more completely the wife's responsibility, 

3 The data in Table XI show that there are a number of differences 
between the responses of the university and the trade school students, 
but surprisingly enough not on the issue of the ideal number of children, 
Here there is perfect agreement between the two, The trade school 
students do indicate that they want to have four or more children 
slightly more frequently than the university students. There are sizable 
differences in the wish to use birth control procedures, however, since 
80 per cent of the university as compared with 56 per cent of the trade 
school students say they would want to use them. The only differences 
between the male and the female components of the sample relate to use of 
birth controls, The data show that a university is more liberalizing, 
or is selective of distinctly more liberal students among the males than 
among the females: among the men 32 per cent more of the university than 
the trade school students advocate birth control procedures, while among 
the women only 16 per cent more of the university than trade school stu- 
dents advocate their use, 

The data show further that on both of the indicators of child 
rearing procedures it is the university students who are more egali- 
tarian and more permissive. This differential is larger in the case of 
the child rearing area score, which deals with the allocation of respon- 


sibilities among husband and wife, than of the Shobin scores, which deals 
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with disciplines and techniques in dealing with children. In regard to 
the first of these it may be seen that for both the male and female sub- 
jects, the university students were more egalitarian than the trade school 
students, but that this differential was larger in the case of the men 
(25 per cent) than the women (17 per cent). In regard to the Shobin 
scores, the data in Table XI show that there are no differences between 
the university and the trade school female students, Only for the male 
students is there an increase in permissiveness in the university stu- 
dents as compared with the trade school students, Thus in this area, 2 
sex differential was found for the advocacy of birth control pro- 
cedures and the use of permissive techniques in child rearing, such 

that the differential between the university and trade school students 
was much larger for male than for female students. 

In this section we have found that the French male and female 
students are similar to each other and generally similar to English 
students in their advocacy of a medium sized family. They are also 
similar to each other but more conservative than English students in 
their interest in birth control procedures, In terms of child rearing 
roles the French students are more traditional than the English stu- 
dents, and the French males are more conservative than the female 
students, and the same is true of child rearing techniques and procedures, 


as indexed by items from the Shobin Parent Attitude Survey, 


4, Conditions for Divorce 
Only one of the two divorce questions used in this study was 
included in the French schedule, The question asked and the proportions 


making various responses are as follows: 
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"Under which of the following conditions do you believe a 
divorce would be justified: 
1) If the couple no longer love each other and are not ; 
happy together, even if there are children, (18 per cent) 
2) If the couple no longer love each other and are not happy 
together, and there are no children. (37 per cent) 
3) If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each other, 
even if there are children. (12 per cent) 
4) Only if the children were suffering from the unhappy 
marriage. (12 per cent) 
5) If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each 
other, and there are no children. (10 per cent) 
6) I believe that divorce is never justified. (12 per cent) 
These data suggest a surprisingly permissive attitude toward di- 
vorce on the part of the French student sample. Only 12 per cent felt 
that divorce was never justified, over half (55 per cent) said it was 
justified if the couple members no longer loved each other and were not 
happy together, and of these 18 per cent felt this was justifiable even 
if there were children, In comparison with this set of responses, the 
English sample members were only slightly more permissive. Just eight 
per cent of the latter sample felt divorce was never justified; 61 per 
cent said it was justified if the couple members no longer loved each 
other and were not happy together, and 34 per cent (almost twice the 
proportion in the French sample) felt this was justifiable even if there 


were children, 


In Table XII is found the proportion of French subjects making 


these various responses, by school and sex, These data show that the male 


and female response patterns are generally very similar, The female 
students appear to favor somewhat easier conditions of divorce while 
the male students favor no divorce slightly more often, but these 


differences are not statistically significant, In a similar fashion 
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the university students tend to favor easier conditions of divorce more 
often while the trade school students more often argue for no divorce. 
These data do not suggest that the differential between university and 
trade school students is larger in the case of either the female, or the 
male students, That is the University is not more selective of, or 


more productive of a liberal orientation in the case of either sex 


group. 


B, Correlates and Predictors of 
Marital Role Conceptions 

In this area, virtually the same set of criteria were available 
for the French as for the English language samples. Again the predic- 
tive variables used in the step regression analyses were the same set of 
independent variable factor scores that was described in Chapter IV, 14 
in number. Three of the criteria used were factors which emerged from 
the factor analysis of the dependent variables, as described in Chapter 
IV, These were a general egalitarianism factor, a wife employment factor, 
and a family size factor. Seventeen other dependent variable indices were 
analyzed using the usual step regression analysis procedure, Of the total 
of 20 indicators, 5 relate to traditionalism-egalitarianism in role 
definition, seven deal with the role of the wife, seven deal with family 
size and child rearing, and one deals with conditions for divorce. The 
results of the regression analysis of the criteria for each of these will 


be considered in turn, 


ie Traditionalism-Egalitarianism in 
Marital Role Definition 


The five indicators of egalitarianism in regard to marital role 
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TABLE XIII 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF GENERAL EGALITARIANISM 
IN MARITAL ROLE DEFINITION EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE 
FACTOR SCORES, FOR FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 
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Opposite Sex 
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10, Peer-Parent Ego Norm 


Consistency 
11, Mobility 8 nF zate 
12. Perceived Similar to 7289 
Peers More Strict 
13. Home Disicipline 
14, Mother Worked P10 
Total Variance Explained 28.4 Sale 309 Dore yoo ee | 
Numbers of Cases 216 220 220 220 220 


lReporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 5% 
confidence level, 
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definition consisted of the general egalitarianism factor, the total role 
score based on the marital role inventory items, and the personal 
characteristics, social life, and education sub-scale scores which 

were also based on the role inventory items. The ressits of the re- 
gression analyses of the predictive factors using these six indicators 

as criteria are found in Table XIII. 

In remarkable contrast to the findings for the English language 
sample, the data in the table show that substantial portions of the 
variance in all five of the criteria were explained by the ate rhs ae 
factors available, the proportions ranging from a low of 24 per cent in 
the case of the social life sub-scale, to a high of 32 per cent for the 
total role score, Clearly the influences affecting internalization of 
these role conceptions differ for the French and English language 
groups in our sample, Cues as to the nature of these differences are 
found in the proportions of variance explained by the various predictive 
factors. 

The data in Table XIII show that there are two factors that are 
particularly powerful in predicting the variance for all five of the 
criteria, These are the sex identity and the religiosity factors. 

The proportion of variance predicted by the former ranges from a low of 
eight per cent for the personal characteristics, to a high of 18 per 
cent, for the total role score criteria, while the range for the latter 
is from a low of 2.5 per cent for the education and 6 per cent for the 
social life criteria, to a high of 16 per cent for the personal charac- 
teristics criterion, For the sex identity factor, female responses were 
consistently associated with the more egalitarian pole of the criteria, 


while high religiosity is consistently associated with the more traditional 
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pole. The only other factor which is consistently predictive of variance 
in the criteria is the age factor which consistently explains 2 or three 
per cent of the variance, and which is directly associated with more 
egalitarian responses, 

It is noteworthy that in contrast to the findings for the English 
sample the relationship factors (fast popularity, and courtship exper- 
ience) are not significantly associated with any of the criteria. Simi- 
larly the family influence factors are not substantially predictive of 
the variables, 

If we examine the predictive patterns for the five criteria in more 
close detail we discover that there is something of an inverse relation- 
ship between the predictive power of the religiosity and sex identity 
factors, The former predicts 16 per cent of the variance in the personal 
characteristics criterion and is inversely associated with egalitarian- 
ism, as compared with 8 per cent while the latter predicted 1l per cent 
of the variance and it is the female who make the more egalitarian res- 
ponses, Accordingly we may suggest on the basis of evidence provided by 
the table that the education and social life areas are seen as having 
minimal moral implications, since religiosity explains little of the 
variance in these criteria while the personal characteristics area of 
marital role expectations apparently does have significant moral impli- 
cations, since religiosity explains a substantial proportion of the 
variance. There are good, and there are bad personal characteristics, 
these data seem to suggest. A distincitvely feminist vested interest 
perspective is apparently somewhat better able to develop in areas where 
this moral definition is lacking. 

In any case, the data show that in contrast to the data for the 


English language sample, the French students are still influenced by 
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TABLE XIV 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDE CONCERNING THE 
ROLE APPROPRIATE TO THE WIFE EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR 


- SCORES, FOR FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Independent Factors 


14. 


Religiosity of Respondent - 
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Fast Popularity With 
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lReporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 5% 
confidence level. 
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powerful subcultures with distinctive orientations toward the marital 
role issues for which we have indicators. Two of these are a feminist 
sub-culture, which is egalitarian in orientation, and a Church sub- 


culture, which is traditional in orientation. 


2. Role of Wife 

In Table XIV is found indication of the proportions of variance 
in the criteria indexing various issues relating to the role of the wife, 
which are explained by the predictive factors, The data show that the 
variances in the seven criteria are far better explained by the pred- 
ictors than were these same criteria in the case of the English data, 
but the proportions explained are not so high as for the egalitarianism 
criteria just considered, For two of the criteria in the table, the 
household responsibilities score based on marital role inventory items, 
and the "wife take better job'' item, only 7 per cent of the variance is 
explained. At the other extreme 22 per cent of the variance in the 
authority score, and 19 per cent of the variance in the employment score, 
and 19 per cent of the variance in responses to the "wife's role" item 
is explained by the predictors. These data suggest that in regard to the 
sharing of housework, and the issue of the wife's deciding on the issue 
of taking a better job than her husband's there is little of consistent 
or dogmatic definition in any sub-culture, 

As in the case of the data for the Traditionalism-Egalitarianism 
area, the three consistently most powerful predictors in order of sig- 
nificance are the sex identity, religiosity, and age factors. However 
the proportions of total variance explained by each decline to a low of 


1 per cent for each to a high of 16 per cent for sex identity, 6 per 
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cent for religiosity, and 4 per cent for age. The family solidarity 
factor explained 5 per cent of the variance in two criteria dealing with 
the issue of employment of the wife. 

In general the data show that there is fairly strong sub-cultural 
definition of the authority, employment and support and wife's role 
issues, as indicated by the substantial proportions of variance in 
these criteria which are explained. There is less sharp concensus 
on specific wife employment issues, and there is no concensus of sub 
cultural definition on the household responsibility issue, 

None of these issues is very strongly religiously (that is 
morally) defined, Responses to the wife's role and wife's employment 
items raising as they do, the issue of conflict between the mother and 
worker roles of the wife are more powerfully predicted by the family 
solidarity factor than any other criterion, about one third of the ex- 
plained variance in each being accounted for by this factor. Responses 
to the issues of relative authority of husband and wife and of who is to 
work and provide for family support are most powerfully predicted by sex 
identity, with more than two thirds of the variance in the first, and 
one half the variance in the second explained by this factor, pointing 
to the salience of this issue for the female students in the French 
sample. The extent to which these issues are yet morally (religiously) 
defined, however, is shown by the fact that 6 per cent of the variance 
in the employment and support, and 4 per cent of the variance in the 
authority criteria, are explained by the religiosity factor, 

Although the age factor was significantly associated with six of 
the seven criteria that we are here concerned with, in only one case did 
it predict more than 2 per cent of the explained variance. In the ex- 
ceptional case the direct association of age with approval of the wife's 


working accounted for 4 per cent of the explained variance. 
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TABLE XV 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE IN INDICES OF ATTITUDE TOWARD CHILD 
BEARING AND CHILD REARING EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR 
SCORES FOR FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Score 


u >> ! ‘s 
oO oG G 1 > @ as} 7) 
N Qo g Cy) con uy un 
dH —&u = uM eV 8 sd ov 
n Sis) G OV Nn @ ( & VO 4 AG 
Ba! Once vaauo uo Oo ma co) 
Dau uy ‘A Gu oe aw O > do & a > 
Orn oOo Ore << uw WO YN O en < ‘fd  E] i *d ed 
Independent Factors es ee ee eee ee ee 
sy 8 is SC WH GS ow oc nN WO Sn WO Gam Sed 
He & mH o Os ssi Ss aP ou O sd-d née 
1, Religiosity of Respondent 13.1 D7 Ora, 3) ens al. 52.0: ge alo a8 
2, Courtship Experience aie6 
3. Age Pee = SLAG) 27, 
4, Socio-Economic Status m2 a 376 le: 
5, Family Solidarity *1.8 4,2 
6. Alienation eebgh) kul 
+ = 
7. Family Devoutness +2.0 7 e7 1.4 ah 
8. Fast Popularity With FO ORS F204 a SL 
Opposite Sex 
9. Masculinity-Femininity m+ 19 f+11.5 £t7,9 
10, Peer-Parent Ego Norm Ea ae salts 
Consistency 
11. Mobility 
12, Perceived Similar to Peers raga TEe4 
More Strict 
13, Home Discipline 
14, Mother Worked mt hates 
Total Variance Explained Bynal Lag MES) 2279 14,2 NAS) 2 Pag 5) 
Numbers of Cases 206 220 220 220 220 220 220 


Reporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond the 5% 
confidence level. 
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In summary it should be pointed out that the religiosity factor 
has not been as powerfully predictive of the criteria considered in this 
section as in the case of the two preceding sections, Accordingly it 
is apparent that this area dealing with the activities appropriate to 
the wife is not as strongly morally defined as those areas considered 
earlier. However, sex identity has been a powerfully predictive factor 
for many of the criteria, pointing to the extent to which new feminist, 
egalitarian conceptions are coming into existence which challenge the 


old traditional definitions of the role appropriate to the wife. 


Se Parenthood and Child Rearing 

The indices relevant to the parenthood expectations of the 
French language sample members include the family size factor scores, 
the ideal number of children and number of children wanted indiced, and 
indications of whether respondents wanted to use contraception following 
marriage, and of whether or not sexually experienced respondents had 
used contraceptives in premarital sexual experiences. The data in 
Table XV show that low amounts of variance in these indices, in no case 
more than 14 per cent, were explained by the predictive factors available, 
with the exception of the item relating to use of contraceptives following 
marriage. Twenty three per cent of the variance in this criterion was ex- 
plained by the predictors, The data in the table further show that there 
is relatively little difference between the proportions of variance ex- 
plained for the English and the French language samples. The only 
exception here is the item relating to use of contraceptives in pre- 
marital sexual experiences. The proportions of variance in this criterion 
which were explained were 5 per cent for the English and 14 per cent for 


the French samples, 
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It would appear from the low predictability of the three criteria 
of family size that among the students in this sample at any rate advo- 
cation of a small family is increasingly general, and is no longer 
characteristic only of "liberal" or "emancipated" groups. The fact that 
the religiosity factor accounted for more than half of the explained 
variance of two of the three indices and explained 8 per cent of the 
variance in one criterion shows that this is not entirely true, But if 
having a large family were yet felt to be a moral responsibility the 
proportion of variance in these criteria would have been very much larger, 
as it was for the sex permissiveness criteria, for example. And the fact 
that the proportions of variance in these family size criteria explained 
by the religiosity factor is substantially larger for the French than for 
the English language samples shows that the family size issue is yet more 
of a moral issue among the French than among the English speaking stu- 
dents, This contention is further sustained by the fact that the second 
most powerful predictor of these criteria is the family devoutness fac- 
tor. There were no noteworthy associations between these criteria and 
the sex identity and socio-economic status factors, 

The data in Table XV show that approximately the same proportions 
of variance in responses to the item dealing with use of contraceptives 
following marriage were explained by the English and French samples: 26 
and 23 per cent respectively, The extent to which this practice is 
morally defined a the French students is seen in that the religiosity 
factor explained 13 per cent of the variance. For the English students 
this figure was only 9 per cent, The age and socio-economic status 
factors accounted for most of the remaining explained variance iyene 


case of the French data. 


a ee ry 4 iE | e be! .) 
ie + ee | it 
he he ee 
urs th eligqter: =i 


me te 3 


ot 


om 27 BRB | ietaneg 4 Senbent Sou = 


7 
te “haingtovans” Fe Teg a ne 36 Sen et doarimho 
2 SAG Dts Ge 7 _ 


4 70 “Nfl ete sgn tex besautoae tons pisentgt iss act 


e foxes ne: a intl ae any ute t0 wi 0 “on nites 


. 


7 
\ a y 
Yon 2g tda JAH) .ewor! “ei tao DiS ee Bs ahaeglyer 
;Yfed Sey wyuie yt? sgand © god casl 
’ 


tno Kbit ead a2, $4e8 RRBY Fo meelrtogatq 


o 
LBB SV EBB LINO We of? tot saw 3) ap 


> 
t tt i hire dnt fon? & y 
i 
: ie Nig ak iarGm | 190 
2 nit obinsigos e)at 2taob 
ie saail9 1d7Gfbere [oTpewdg -Jaor" 
: ts I 197 
= 5 ie i 2) 7 OF fav Siai- } : 
- 
, —_—_! . 
O53) Si >) “b)'g0a-Giases bis vi lbinehd 52 CPE | { 
; ; ps» 7 = a r 
‘ rhectan) xrtudp, teddy wotw li oieat nese z ; 
% oe 7 
i bh. weed anj.o7? eefiraguat a4 ~nALIDY 36 
‘ 
ad wy.’ : a a ‘ 
bon. dat Sens dj.vd ber aber 6190 spa tzsaa gotw lic} 


i , are 
oe 


TIDE y Lied cider os? Lass 7.ant whey lay4agess Sts 33q) co bie 


5 tlh sate ob ote 2) ainubese aon rh, ad3/eOF aia? a ¥ilaten 


70h2 


: 4 Ssanebuay wit “5 sirs> ‘tay Eb honda 


.G cea - — é ne 
boo heploun dite) ole ney Ane ss .g wow piece ares 
. : ay : 


sonelsany = Fe oe aa ed ade 
7 


io 


a 
a. 


In the case of the criterion involving previous use of contra- 
ceptives among those already sexually experienced, the information in 
the table shows that no less than eight predictive factors combine to 
predict only 14 per cent of the variance, The largest portion, 4.7 per 
cent, is explained by the peer-parent-ego norm consistency factor, 

This suggests that mong the sexually experienced French respondents, 
those with consistently liberal reference figures - peers and parents - 
have tended to use contraceptives, while those with consistently con- 
servative reference figures have tended not to use them. aovagee the 

low proportion of total explained variance shows, within.the limits of 
our data, the extent to which the practice in question is general, 

rather than restricted to a few identifiable groups or categories, It 

is especially noteworthy that the religiosity of the respondent explained 
none of the variance in this criterion. Thus the influence of the Shurch 
is seen here indirectly no doubt, in the family devoutness and the 
peer-parent-ego norm consistency factors, but not directly on the res- 
pondent at all. 

The data for the two criteria of orientations to child rearing, 
the Shobin Parent Attitude Scores and the child rearing sub-scale of the 
inarital tole inventory skow that substantial portions of the variance 
in these two indices are explained by the predictive factors: 28 and 19 
per cent respectively. The comparable portions for the English lan- 
guage sample were very much smaller - 15 and 7 per cent, The most power- 
ful predictor of the former criterion is religiosity which explains just 
half of the predicted variance, and is associated with a non permissive 
orientation to controlling and disciplining the child. Apparently the 
issue of permissiveness in child rearing is morally defined: "Spare the 


rod and spoil the child;" "raise up a child (sternly) in the way he 
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should grow" are apparently yet powerful injunctions for many of the 
French students, That this is not true for the English students is 

shown by the fact that none of the variance in this criterion was ex- 
plained by the religiosity factor in the English data, Rather it was 
courtship precosity and school enrollment which were most powerfully 
predictive of permissive Shobin scores. This suggests that among English 
speaking respondents it is those from more liberal and more academi- 
cally oriented backgrounds who favor permissiveness, but no moral 

issue is implied by these relationships. 

The child rearing sub-scale criterion is most powerfully pre- 
dicted by the sex identity factor which explained 12 per cent or about: 
two thirds of the predicted variance, Female respondents favored a 
more egalitarian division of child rearing responsibilities between 
husband and wife than did men, as we have noted above. Religiosity 
explained only 3 per cent of the variance, pointing to the extent to 
which this had ceased to be a moral issue. The same proportion of 
variance was predicted by the age factor, 

In summary, we have found that the religiosity factor has 
predicted much of the variance for most of the criteria considered in 
this section, Thus it is apparent that how many children to have, 
and how to raise them are issues which are yet morally defined in sig- 
nificant ways. That this is a weak influence on the attitudes of the 
students in the sample toward family size, however, is shown by the 
small proportions of variance explained for the three relevant criteria, 
Further, the extent to which feminist egalitarian perspectives are be- 


coming pre-eminent in defining how parenthood responsibilities should be 
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TABLE XVI 


PROPORTIONS OF VARIANCE! IN INDICES OF ATTITUDE TOWARD 
DIVORCE, EXPLAINED BY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE FACTOR 
SCORES FOR FRENCH SAMPLE MEMBERS 


Divorce is 
Independent Factors Acceptable 


1, Religiosity of Respondent ebiee 


2. Courtship Experience 


3. Age 
4. Socio-Economic Status ae ah) 
9. Family Solidarity nie Cpt ee 


6. Alienation 

7. Family Devoutness 

8. Fast Popularity With Opposite Sex a1ees 
9. Masculinity-Femininity 

10. Peer-Parent Ego Norm Consistency a9 
IS Mobility 

12, Perceived Similar to Peers More Strict 

13. Home Discipline 


14. Mother Worked 


Total Variance Explained O56 
Number of Cases 220 
1 


Reporting only those significantly different from zero, at or beyond 
the 5% confidence level. 
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divided between husbands and wives is shown by the substantial portion 
of variance in the criterion (12 per cent) which is explained by sex 


identity. 


4, Conditions for Divorce 

Only one item dealing with the acceptability of divorce under 
various conditions was included in the French schedule. Responses were 
scaled in terms of the stringency of the conditions for acceptable 
divorce, Twenty per cent of the variance in the responses to this item 
was explained by the predictive factors, The comparable proportion for 
the English data, was also 20 per cent. The majority of this for the 
French data, 12 per cent, was explained by the religiosity factor, while 
9 per cent was explained by religiosity for the English data. The 
socio-economic status factor explained 4 per cent of the variance in 
the French responses, the fast popularity and family solidarity fac- 
tors explained 1.5 per cent each and the peer-parent ego consistence fac 
tor explained one per cent of the variance, Religiosity was of course 
inversely associated with acceptance of divorce. Social status and 
fast popularity were directly associated and the last two were in- 
versely associated with acceptance of divorce. 

Again it is clear that here is an area where moralistic considera- 
tions significantly affect the orientations of the student respondents, 
as the proportion of the variance in the criterion which is explained 
by the religiosity factor testifies. However our data also show that 
acceptance of divorce is spreading among students from upper class 


backgrounds, 
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a8 i ip. Conclusion 

The indices of orientation to marriage which were used in the 
present study related to four main areas of marital interaction and 
responsibility: egalitarianism with special reference to personal 
characteristics, social life and significance of education, the role of 
the wife with special reference to her motherhood and productive worker 
roles, parenthood, including size of family, division of parental res- 
ponsibilities, and philosophy of child rearing, and conditions for 
divorce. Unfortunately there were no comparison data available for 
most of the indices of the above that were employed in this study. 
Many of the items and sub-scales used were drawn from the Hobart and 
Dunn Marital Role Inventories. The fact that a certain proportion of 
the Inventory items were not included in the present study, meant, of 
course that our findings could not be compared with those from other 
studies using the same instrument, but this was no great loss, since no 
adequately standardised norms are available for these Inventories any- 
way. In any case, it is not possible to make statements about the 
relative egalitarianism or permissiveness of the sample as a whole in 
comparison with other groups studied by other researchers, Indeed com- 
parisons between French and English members of the current sample are 
made questionable because of changes in the wording and in some of the 
response categories to many of the items made by the French Canadian 
"research assistant in Montreal. One of the most fruitful uses of the 
data is to test the ability of various independent variable predictors 
to explain variance in the criterion items, thus explaining differences 
of various components of the sample on the criterion. 


The available data do suggest some interesting differences 
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between the French and the English language samples in a number of 
areas, but the questionable nature of these findings must be kept in 
mind, in view of the differences in items, and in response alternatives 
between the two, already noted, In terms of general egalitarianism, the 
data Dresanted strongly suggest the existence of differences between the 
two samples, such that the English sample was distinctly more egali- 
tarian. These differences tended to disappear among the indices of the 
role of wife which were used. Indeed on several items relating to the 
conditions of employment of the wife, the English sample eppeared to be- 
less egalitarian than the French sample. ress were total sample re- 
turns, however; a closer examination of the data shows that for almost 
all of the items the male-female sex differences were larger for the 
French than for the English samples. In these cases it was the female 
sample members who were more egalitarian, while the male respondents 
were more traditional in orientation, The male and female members of the 
English sample tended to be more homogeneous in terms of egalitarianisn, 
thus signifying that English males were more egalitarian, generally, 
than their French counterparts. 

There are few differences between the two samples on the number 
of children desired; surprisingly, such differences as were found 
suggest that the French sample members want slightly fewer children than 


do the English respondents, and this is particularly true of the two 


"female samples. On this issue the male-female differences in the English 


sample exceed those in the French sample. 
The use of birth control devices is more generally favored by 


the English than by the French sample members, For both of these 
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samples, however the proportions of men and women advocating birth control 
were virtually identical. 

There were also sizable differences between the two samples in 
their attitudes concerning child rearing procedures. In regard to the 
division of parenthood responsibilities between husband and wife, the 
English sample members were the more egalitarian, and in terms of 
techniques for controlling and disciplining children they were more 
permissive than were the French respondents. 

The English student sample members had a more permissive atti- 
tude toward divorce, also than ine French students, The differences 
between male and female members were larger for the English than the 
French sample, 

The conclusion must be at this point that for comparable English 
and French speaking samples - comparable types of students in the present 
case- it is not possible to state that one is consistently more egali- 
tarian in its orientation toward marriage than the other. The English 
sample members were more egalitarian in areas relating to personal char- 
acteristics of marriage partnexs, social life and education expectations 
than were French respondents. In the area of the wife's role, including 
authority, housework and gainful employment aspects the latter sample 
was more egalitarian than the former, but this was purely a consequence 
of the rather extreme egalitarianism of the female component, The 
French men were more traditional in their orientation than were the 
English men, In terms of advocating contraception, an egalitarian 
sharing of parental responsibilities, and permissive training of children, 
the English were again more liberal than the French, The same was true 


of permissiveness of attitude toward divorce. 
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It is clear from the above that in a number of areas, compared 
with the English sample members, it is the French Canadian women who 
are pioneers in advocating egalitarian and permissive orientations, 
while the French Canadian men differ strikingly and tend to be quite 
traditional in their orientation, 

One of the most interesting findings of this chapter is the 
magnitude of the difference in the explainable variance in indicators 
of these marital role issues, In general 18 or 20 or more per cent of 
the variance for most items was explained by the predictive factors for 
the French data, but no more than 7 to 10 per cent of the variance was 
explained for these same items in the English data. The conclusion 
must clearly be that there are much more powerfully intrenched sub- 
cultural definitions of orthodox orientations in the French Canadian 
culture which influenced the responses of the French students, than 
exist in the Anglo-Canadian culture, Rather wide variations in the 
responses of Anglo-Canadian students were found - their attitudes were 
far from homogeneous, But it is not possible to predict these varia- 
tions on the basis of knowledge of the background characteristics of the 
English students, The inference must clearly be that background charac- 
teristics do not identify subcultures which define orthodoxies 
relevant to marital role expectations, The results of. this portion 
of the present study suggest that the English far more than the French 
students have their attitudes shaped by random influences, which are not 
predictable from knowledge of the student's background. 

There were just two issues where the variations in responses of 


English students were substantially more explainable by the predictive 
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factors, These had to do with the use of contraceptives following mar- 
riage, and the conditions under which a divorce might be acceptable. 
Both of these appear to have very much stronger "moral overtones" in 
the English Canadian culture than the number of children desired or 
whether or not a woman works following marriage. In each of these 
cases although the largest proportion of the explained variance was 
accounted for by the religiosity factor which points to the salience of 
moral definitions of these issues, the portion of the total explained 
variance predicted by this factor was only about one third. The 
remainder was predicted by school ehrolinent. conventionality, and 
assorted other predictive factors, Thus even for these "morally sen- 
Sitive" issues, the significance of soit CHE HE to religious morality 

in accounting for variation in response is distinctly limited, 

The pattern of predictive relationships for the French sample 
data is in marked contrast to this pattern for the English sample. Of 
the 20 indicators considered in the present chapter, for the French data 
in 12 cases the variance predicted in the criterion by the predictive 
variables exceeded 19 per cent, while for the English data this was true 
of only the two indicators discussed in the preceding paragraph. These 
12 indicators included a majority of the indices used to index the five 
marital role expectation areas considered in this study: general egalit- 
arianism, the role of the wife, conditions for divorce, and family size 
and child rearing, with the exception of the next to the last, family 
size. Here 19 per cent or more of the variance was predicted for only 
one of the four indices, that dealing with use of contraception following 


marriage. 
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The reasons for this far higher degree of predictability of the 
French student responses in these areas is easily seen, In all but 
one case, at least one third, and in many cases over a half of the ex- 
plained variance was predicted by a single predictive factor. In six 
cases this factor was sex identity. These six cases included three of 
the five general egalitarianism indicators (social life, education and 
the total role score), two indicators for role of the wife relating to 
her employment, and one of the two child rearing indicators. In five 
cases this most powerful predictive factor was religiosity. These in- 


cluded two of the five indicators of general egalitarianism, and one 


indicator each in the areas of role of wife, size of family, and accepta- 


bility of divorce, In the case of one index of the role of the WiEeo Lt 
was the family solidarity factor that predicted the largest POEELODSOL 
the explained variance, 5 out of 19 per cent which was explained. 

What these data show is that in the case of two of these areas, 
general egalitarianism and role of the wife, there are very substantial 
differences between the men and women among the French student sample. 
And in all five of these areas, including the family size area, the 
crucial issues are yet significantly morally defined for a substantial 
minority of the sample members, This is shown by the substantial por- 
tions of variation in responses which are explained by the religiosity 
factor, which we take as indicative of a moral orientation, 

On the basis of these differences between the predictive pat- 
terns for the French and English speaking student samples and within the 
limits of the validity and representativeness of our data, it seems 


justifiable to assert that the revolution in sex roles in marriage is 
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more advanced among the English than it is among the French students, 
The basis for this statement is two fold, In the first place, ‘among 

the former religiosity has less of a hold in determining the attitudes 
of respondents on relevant issues; thus traditionalistic moral defini- 
tions of these issues are breaking down, In the second place during the 
early stages of a "feminist revolt" one would expect there to be sizeable 
differences between male and female perspectives among the avant garde 
elements of the population, such as students. These differences inpract 
are found in the French, but not among the English sample members, 
generally speaking, and this suggests that the "revolution" is suf- 
ficiently advanced among the latter for it to have largely worked its 
effects among the men as well as among the women in the sanple. 

However, that this is an oversimplified picture is powerfully 
demonstrated by the facts that (1) the French sample members tended to have 
more egalitarian attitudes toward employment of the wife, generally, 
than did the English members, and (2) the French women students had more 
egalitarian attitudes in many areas than their English counterparts. 

The reasons for these findings are not clear. Perhaps the first is 

to be explained by larger differences on value issues between the French 
and English Canadian sub-cultures, but this is sheer speculation, and 

no very convincing reason occurs to us, The reason for the second may 
quite possibly be that during any period of conflict the attitudes of the 
two sides tend to polarize, with each being driven into a more extreme 
position, This argument would suggest that there are obviously sizable 
male-female differences among the French sample members, This opposition 
leads to the exaggeration of the position of each. Following more general 


acceptance of egalitarianism in all areas by the men, the women may tend 
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to shift in their attitudes toward a more moderate position, 


Footnotes - Chapter VII 


Encyclical "Humanae Vital" 


, issued 29 July, 1968, by Pope Paul VI. 


Clifford Kirkpatrick,"The Measurement OLeEChieal: Inconsistency in 
Marriage'', International Journal of Ethics, Vol. 46 (1936), pp. 
eee OUT al OF Ethics 


447-448, 
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CHAPTER VIII 


Summary, Conclusions, and Implications of this Study 

We have finished presenting all of the new information which is 
available from this study. It remains for us to briefly review the way 
in which the study was carried out, to summarize the pattern of findings 
which has emerged, and to discuss the implications of this pattern for 
the changing roles of women and men in Canadian society. 

Vip The Study. 

This study has been concerned with changes in orientations to 
courtship and marriage which may be discerned among young adults in Canada 
today. Orientations to courtship has to do generally with attitudes and 
behaviors in the dating and courtship area. However face specifically it 
deals with attitudes and behaviors toward and experience of various forms 
of premarital sexual intimacy. The reason for this is that traditionally 
such sexual intimacy is supposed to be ‘restricted to marriage and such 
restriction was popularly believed to be one of the important sources of 
motivations for marriage. "Why buy a cow when milk is cheap?" is one of 
the more explicit coloquial expressions of this attitude. There is evidence 
from recent studies of the sexual experience of young people in both Canada 
and the United States that the pentane Be premarital intercourse is 
increasing, although it appears that this increase is now largely res- 
tricted to young women. There is also compelling and disturbing evidence 
of sharply rising illegitemacy rates across Canada, and particularly in 
the Prairie Provinces. Do these changes signal the death of sexual 
morality; do they instead actually testify to the emergence of a new 
morality of sexual behavior, which is actually a morality instead of an 


old immorality as Albert Reiss suggests? In what segments of the population 
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are the new permissive attitudes most widespread? To what extent are 
permissive attitudes concerning sexual intimacies actually translated into 
sexual behaviors. These are the questions that we have sought to answer 
in our focus on changing orientations to courtship and changing patterns 
of premarital sexual behavior. 

Orientations to marriage has to do primarily with attitudes con- 
cerning the kind of person one should marry in terms of emphasis on their 
personal characteristics, or their performance capabilities; concerning 
family size and family limitation, concerning the claims of parenthood, 
and perhaps of earning and employment and career, on women as well as 
men, concerning permissiveness or traditionalism in the rearing of 
children, concerning patriarchalism or egalitarianism in the exercise of 
authority, the performance of household chores, concerning the circum- 
stances under which divorce is seen as acceptable, 

A further interest of this study has been in discovering the 
incidence of acquaintance and the kind of attitude which exist toward a 
new form of "marriage" or a new stage of courtship (it may be seen as 
€Lthen, for netener) which we have here termed "trial marriage", There 
is evidence in the popular as well as in the professional journals which 
Suggest that this form of semi-permanent living together by opposite sex 
couples without benefit of marriage is on the increase, particularly 
among college and university students today. In this study we wanted to 
find out how widespread was acquaintance with at least one couple sharing 
a trial marriage relationship among Our sample members, what their 
attitudes were toward such relationships, and what the perceptions of 
those sample members who may have entered into trial marriage relation- 


ships themselves were of the advantages and disadvantages of such liaisons, 
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Because there was interest primarily in changes that were taking 
place among "pace setter groups", the groups that would probably be most 
influential in shaping the patterns of courtship and marriage role 
behaviors for the younger generations of today and tomorrow, we concen- 
trated eG on sampling University students. However substantial 
numbers of trade school students were included in the Montreal and the 
Edmonton samples in order to discover what differences now exist in 
attitudes and behavior among the young people now oriented toward the 
professional upper middle and upper classes, as compared with those 
oriented to the skilled, lower middle classes. Because we were aware that 
many young people in Canada come from small town and rural backgrounds 
to prepare for these occupations in large post secondary training 
institutions in large cities, where very many of their attitudes undergo 
very rapid liberalization in many cases, we wanted to sample those in 
whom this liberalization trend had largely run its course. Accordingly, 
insofar as possible we included only third and fourth year students at 
the schools from which the samples were drawn. Because we were interested 
only in the attitudes of the next adult generation, which is also the 
first generation to come to maturity "After The Pill", we excluded from 
the sample all students over 26 years of age, 

1. Methodology 

The procedures for collecting data consisted of obtaining res- 
ponses to a self-administering anonymous questionnaire. Respondents 
filled out this questionnaire under conditions of complete privacy in 
order to avoid worrying them with the possibility that their more re- 
vealing responses might be spied out while they were filling out the 


schedule. It was felt that this procedure would insure a lower refusal 


rate, and a higher response validity than could be expected if subjects 
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were asked to indicate their experience of certain intimacies while under 
the gaze of an interviewer. Where possible sample members were contacted 
by telephone and asked to participate in the study. In other cases the 
contact was made by mail. 


The questionnaire consisted primarily of the following sets of 


items. 

(1) Background information items 

(2) The Reiss Romantic Io.ve scale 

(3) The Reiss Sex Permissiveness scale 

(4) Other items dealing with sexual attitudes and experience, many 
of them drawn from schedules used earlier by Mann and Ehrmann. 

(5) Items dealing with attitudes toward, acquaintance with and 
personal involvement in trial marriage relationships 

(6) Marital Role Expectation Pend drawn from the Dunn and Hobart 
inventories. 

oD: Items from the Shobin Parent Attitude Scale. 

(8) Items from the Dean Alienatton~ Scale. 

(9) Items from the Protestant Ethic scale. 

(10) Miscellaneous other items dealing with use of contraceptives, 


consumption of liquor, satisfaction with current standards of 

sexual behavior, etc. 

The original design . called for the schedule used with the 
French sample to be as nearly as possible a verbatim translation of the 
English schedule. Unfortunately a number of unauthorized changes were 
made in the French schedule by the research assistant who was responsible 
for carrying out the data collection in Montreal. These changes in- 


cluded deleting a number of items, changing the meaning or the issue in 
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a number of items, cheese the response categories of the component 
items of a number of scales, and inserting a number of new items which 
were not included in the English schedule. These changes of course 
considerably complicated and made dubious the task of making comparisons 
between the French and the English student samples. 

In describing the sampling procedures used and the results of 
these procedures for this study it is necessary to distinguish between 
those for the university and the trade school samples and for the English 
and French speaking samples. In the English timeveneiae student samples 
the procedure involved selecting a certain proportion of the third and 
fourth students enrolled in the Faculties of Arts, Science, Engineering, 
Nursing, Medicine, Law and Education. The sampling ratio used at The 
University of Alberta for the first six faculties was one in five, and 
for the Education faculty it was one in four. At the University of 
Waterloo the sampling ratio was one in Six throughout. The rate of 
return among University of Alberta students was 88 per cent, and among 
University of Waterloo students it was 92 per cent. 

The trade school sample for Alberta was drawn from those enrolled 
in those programs in the school which required no less than three years 
of training, and the initial plan was to include only third and fourth 
year students in these programs. However there were too few students in 
this category to make up an adequate sample and it was accordingly 
necessary to sample a certain proportion of the second year students in 
these programs. As it worked out 25 per cent of the Alberta Trade School 
students were in their first year of the program, 61 per cent in their 
second year, and the remaining 14 per cent in their third and fourth year. 


One result of these differences in amount of post secondary schooling 
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between the university and trade school samples was a difference in age 
b 
between them. No fewer than 65 per cent of the trade school sample 
members were under 21 years of age, as compared with 22 per cent of the 
Alberta and 10 per cent of the Waterloo ore eee, students. Since age 
has been shown to correlate with amount of premarital experience it is 
apparent that this age differential seriously affects the comparability 
of the samples, 

Seventy six per cent of the trade school sample members filled 
out usable returns. The lower rate of return is explained by the fact 
that a high proportion of these students could only be contacted by mail, 
and the cooperation elicited in this way was well below that elicited 
through telephone contact. 

The original proposal had been to obtain returns from the French 
students in the same way. However the research assistant who was 
collecting the French data became fearful of this procedure, and per- 
suaded the researcher to consent to mailing out the questionnaire and 
attempting to pick it up in person. One hundred and thirty five returns 
representing only 52 per cent of the sample members were received in this 
way. An additional sample of 110 subjects was drawn at the beginning of 
the summer, but usable returns were received from only 27 of these. The 
rate of return from these two samplings was only 44 per cent raising 
serious questions about the reliability of conclusions based on this 
sample for the student population from which the sample was drawn. 

The sampling procedures were also modified in order to obtain 
French Trade school respondents. Instead of drawing a systematic sample 
of those enrolled as second and third or more year students in the trade 


school programs, because of time pressures, permission was obtained to 
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administer the questionnaires to all students enrolled in certain classes. 
The classes contacted in this way dealt with the following subjects or 
areas. Precise data on the rate of return from the French Trade school 
sample is lacking. It is known that the questionnaire was filled out by 
242 students who were members of the classes included in the sample who 
were in attendance on the day that the questionnaire was administered. 
However we do not know the proportion of students enrolled in those classes 
who were absent on that particular day, nor the proportion of those 

present who refused to fill it out, if any. Thus again there are questions 
about the representativeness of these data which we cannot answer. 

The French students were somewhat younger than the English students 
in the sample and again within the French sample the trade school students 
were younger than the university students. Sixty eight per cent of the 
French, as compared with 31 per cent of the English sample members were 
under 21 years. Among the former group 90 per cent of the trade school, 
and 37 per cent of the university students were under 21 years of age, 

A. Conclusions: Changing Orientations Toward Courtship 
i Description of the Findings 

The most striking findings of this study had to do with changing 
orientations toward courtship. In regard to the sex permissiveness scales 
the data show that both the English and the French samples are somewhat 
more permissive than was Reiss' white student sample. Premarital petting 
in some form for males was very generally acceptable in the English sample, 
with 92 per cent of our sample as compared with 85 per cent of the Reiss 
white student sample so responding. ! However among the members of the 
French sample petting has a different significance, generally being seen 


as a more direct prelude to intercourse than is commonly true among 
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English Canadians. Accordingly it was a smaller proportion of this 
sample, 74 per cent, who approved of premarital petting. The proportions 
of those approving of some form of premarital sexual intercourse for 
males include 59 per cent and 54 per cent of the English and French 
samples, as compared with 52 per cent of the Reiss white student see” 

How much difference in the level of intimacy which is permissible 
do the members of the various samples believe the quality of the relation- 
ship between the couple members should make? In the case of petting 
behavior for men, 35 per cent more of the Enelish sample members felt 
that petting was acceptable when the couple members "feel strong 
affection" for each other than when they are "not particularly affectionate", 
For the French sample this proportion was 43 par cent, and for the Reiss 
white student sample the proportion was 33 per cent.? In the case’ of 
sex intercourse, 19 per cent more of the English sample members felt that 
intercourse was acceptable when the couple members "feel strong affection" 
than when they are "not pee icds el affectionate", For the French sample 
this proportion was 23 per cent, and for the Reiss sample it was 16 per 
cone 

The standards which were advocated by members of the various 
samples for females were only slightly less permissive. Premarital 
petting in some form for females was approved by 89 per cent of the 
English sample, 70 per cent of the French sample, and 89 per cent of 
Reiss' white student sample .> Premarital intercourse under some circum- 
stances was approved of by 56 per cent of the English, 51 per cent of 
the French, and 44 per cent of the Reiss amen 

Forty six per cent of the English sample felt that petting was 


more acceptable for women when the couple members were strongly affectionate, 
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than not particularly affectionate toward each other, For the French 
sample this figure was 42 per cent, and for the Reiss sample it was 87 
per ame Similarly, 24 per cent of the English sample felt that ra 
marital intercourse was more acceptable when the couple members were 
strongly WFece ERSTE EX than not particularly affectionate, while the 
figures for the French and Reiss samples were 26 and 16 per cent .® 

These indications of increased permissiveness in the sample 
which supplied our data become yet more noteworthy when we turn to sexual 
intimacy experience and compare our data with those from the Mann study. 
In terms of petting experience, experience in petting below the belt 
and intercourse experience, distinctly higher proportions of our English 
sample members reported involvement Hie was true of Mann's Ontario 
university student sample. These proportions for our English sample were 
92 per cent, 80 per cent, and 50 per cent as compared with S25 ep and 
26 per cent reported by Mann.” Because of problems in the wording of 
the appropriate item in the French schedule, it-is not clear whether the 
petting question was understood by respondents as referring Co total 
lifetime experience or not. However petting experience was reported by 
47 per cent of this Sample, and concerning the completeness of this 
latter figure there is no doubt. 

The differences between the experience figures of Mann and those 
we have found are accounted for in part by the fact that Mann's sample did 
include first and second year students as ours did not. However the 
argument developed in Chapter V strongly suggests that’ even when the 
class level differentials are accounted for, more sex experience is 
reported by the Alberta university sample members than by the Ontario 


university sample members, 
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In regard to all of the sex permissiveness attitude and experience 
indicators cited so far, the male respondents were found to be eer 
tively more permissive than were the females. Similarly the university 
women were found to be consistently much more permissive than the trade 
school women, There were slight differentials between the men in the 
same direction, but the indications are that these differences might 
well disappear were the trade school men not generally younger than the 
university men. 

Indication of the origins of the permissive attitudes and be- 
havior is found in the attitudes which respondents expressed toward 
existing standards of sexual behavior. Over half of the English sample 
members (51 per cent) as compared with 34 per cent of the French sample 
and 43 per cent of Mann's bateiis: ° said they were not satisfied with 
society's sexual codes. Sixty nine per cent of he first, as compared 
with 45 per cent of the second and 71 per cent of the third samples felt 
that the church's teachings about sex norms are not satisfactory or 
realiociem. Only 29 per cent, 35 per cent, and 35 per cent of these 
three samples said that they are now trying to follow the teachings of 
the church in regard to sexual Deneuioneaa 

Only a minority, but a sizable minority, say that they are confused 
about what is right and what is wrong regarding premarital sex, the pro- 
portions being 40, 44 and 38 per cent for the English, French and Mann 
Saag Two thirds of those in the English sample say their standards 
of sexual behavior have become less strict since they first began dating, 
but only 39 per cent of the French sample members report chat thiss1s 
true. In the same samples the overwhelming majority of respondents, 


90 per cent, 85 per cent respectively, feel that they live yup to their 
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current standards of sexual behavior "closely" or Wery closely!. 

It follows from the above picture that relatively Littleseur le 
or regard concerning sexual behavior is reported by the sample members. 
Even following the first experience of premarital intercourse this was 
true. Of those who are sexuallyexperienced, three fifths of the respon- 
dents report little or no feeling of guilt or regret following this first 
experience, Almost 75 per cent say that this first experience was 
"definitely a good one", It should be noted that female respondents 
suffered much more of Paile than did males, the proportions reporting 
little or no guilt were 47 per cent and 72 per cent respectively. 

Two other incidental questions which may be of interest are 
answered in our data. To what extent is drinking alcoholic beverages 
very often a prelude to sexual intercourse? The answer that our data 
provides to this question is: not very much. Fifty seven per cent of 
the English sample and 76 per cent of the French sample members reported 
that they had never engaged in sex intimacies while under the influence 
of alcohol. Among those who have engaged in intercourse, what proportion 
has used contraceptives to safeguard against conception? Thirty one per 
cent of the English sample, and 38 per cent of the French sample members 
who were sexually experienced reported that they used them every time, 
while 13 per cent of the former and 30 per cent of the latter said that 
they never used them. 
aa Analysis of the Findings 

Analysis of the findings involved two major steps. The first was 
the factor analyzing of all of the independent variables, and all the 
dependent variables, including the trial marriage and the marital role 


indices as well as the courtship behavior indicators. The factoring of 
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the independent variables resulted in the identification of the following 
16 predictive factors for the English data: courtship advancement, 
conventionality, socio-economic status, school enrollment, religiosity, 
courtship precosity, family solidarity, sex identity, geographic 
mobility, peer-parent ego consistency, alienation, external sex controls, 
sex education adequacy, generation of Canadian residence, confusion in 
sex norms, and noche nts influence, Factoring of the independent variables 
available in the French schedule resulted in the identification of 14 
predictive factors. Eight of these were iat similar to corresponding 
predictive factors emerging from the English data: religiosity, court- 
ship advancement, socio-economic status, family solidarity, alienation, 
sex identity, peer-parent -ego consistency, and geographic mobility. Six 
of the factors emerging from the French data were unique: age, family 
devoutness, fast involvement with the Opposite sex, mother's work 
involvement, and perceived Similarity to peers. 

The three factors emerging from the separate factor analyses of 
the English and the French data which related to orientations to court- 
Ship were extremely similar. These three factors were sex permissiveness, 
double standard, and attitude behavior inconsistency factors. 

The major technique which we have depended on for discovering 
the significant antecedents of the courtship interaction indices is the 
step regression analysis technique. This technique permits the successive 
identification of the independent contribution to the variance of the 
criterion variable of a series of predictive variables. That it is the 
independent contribution to the variance of the criterion which is 
identified is important because in a battery of predictors each is usually 


not independent of the others. The variance in some of the predietorseis 
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normally predictable in terms of others in the list of predictors.» The 
distinctive characteristic of the step regression program, then, is that 
it identifies the proportion of the variance in the criterion which is 
predicted by the most powerful predictive factor, and then goes on to 
identify the proportion of the remaining variance in the criterion which 
is independently predicted by the secom most powerful predictive factor, 
the third most powerful, and so on. 

The analysis procedure in the present study involved analysis of 
the regression of the dependent factors, and of selected aay: indices 
of the courtship interaction, trial marriage, and marital role behavior 
indicators, on the independent predictive factors listed above. 

The results of the regression analysis showed that for the English 
sample high proportions of the variance in the sex permissiveness factor 
and other indicators of permissiveness in attitudes and behavior were 
explained by the predictive factors -- as high as 46 per cent. The 
attitude indices were very substantially predicted by the normative 
predictors, the conventionality, and to a lesser extent by the religiosity 
factors, as well as by sex identity. The sex behavior index was most 
powerfully predicted by the relationship predictors -- the courtship 
involvement and courtship precosity factors -- as well as to a lesser extent by 
the conventionality, and religiosity normative predictors, and the sex 
identity factor. Other criteria which were explored, including courtship 
advancement, romanticism, double standard, and attitude behavior incon- 
sistency factors all had but small proportions of their variances explained 
by the predictive factors. However the criteria dealing with reactions 
to intercourse experience, particularly those dealing with regret and 


guilt, showed substantial portions of their variance (35 per cent and 
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more) explained by the predictive factors. Relationship, normative, and 
sex identity factors were all substantially contributive to the explained 
variance. The normative factors were especially powerful in predicting 
variance in the guilt criterion. 

The results of the regression analysis of the courtship 
orientation criteria for the French sample were rather different from 
those for the English sample data. For one thing the portions of total 
variance in the several criteria which were explained by the predictive 
factors were smaller in the former as compared with the latter case, 

More important however is the fact that the religiosity factor is a very 

much more powerful predictor of most of the criteria having a substantial 
portion of explained variance than is true of the English regression analyses. 
This pattern was true of the romanticism, and the several sex permissive- 

ness criteria. It was not true of the lifetime sexual intimacy experience, 
the reaction to first sex experience, or the age at first date eriteria. 

Among the first two the religiosity and sex identity factors predicted a 
substantial amount of variance. Among the last two the fast involvement 

with the opposite sex factor also predicted significantly. 

In sum, our data do suggest distinct tendencies toward the 
emergence of a ''new morality" in two specific ways. The first is that a 
majority of the English subjects advocated premarital intercourse for 
women, and three fifths advocated it for men, when couple members were 
engaged or in love. A clear majority of the French students advocated 
these same standards. Thus a new morality is apparent - new in its 
advocation of greater sex permissiveness, morality in its tendency to 
restrict intimacy privileges to those who are emotionally involved or 


committed to each other. 
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The second point of evidence is the massive increase in reported 
intercourse experience by the women, and particularly among the English 
university students. The rates of intercourse experience we found among 
male members of our sample are generally comparable with those found in 
a number of studies made in North America duxving ‘thes lasit15 on 20 years. 
However these studies have also reported low premarital intercourse rates 
for women. The rate of 44 per cent found among the English speaking 
women (and 46 per cent among the female English university students) is 
most remarkably high. It points to erosion of the grip of the old morality 
at its most tenacious point perhaps - the expectation of premarital 
virginity among women. That this cannot be an artifact of sampling error 
is adequately demonstrated by the high response rate to the questionnaire. 
It should be noted that this rate was significantly lower (30 per cent) 
for French women. What the significance of this is cannot be said because 
of the very low rate of return from the French university sample and also 
because the French sample was significantly younger than the English 
sample, Thus whether or not the premarital intercourse rate now differs 
between comparable groups of English and French speaking female students 
cannot be said on the basis of our data. 

Our data show that the most powerful determinants of sexually 
permissive attitudes and behavior are non-conventionality, courtship 
invoivement, irreligiosity, male sex identity and university enrollment. 
These same factors tended also to predict absence of regrets ore cue 
following intercourse and other sexual experiences. It is noteworthy 
that exposure to an urban environment, geographic mobility, social class, 
age and "opportunity" - in the sense of unchaperoned living arrangements 


were little predictive. 
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The major difference between the French and English language 
data in predictive relationships was the much greater Significance of 
religiosity, and the lesser significance of conventionality in predicting 
non permissive attitudes and behavior. 

Br Conclusions: Trial Marriage :Attitudes and Involvement 
1s Description of the Findings 

But little data were available from the English sample, and less 
was available from the French sample on attitudes toward and involvement 
in trial marriage relationships. The relevant data can be quickly 
reviewed. 

The English subjects were asked how they felt about trial marriage 
relationships and whether they thought that such relationships were 
justified. In response to the first question, 25 per cent of the respon- ~ 
dents said they were good, with or without qualification, 31 per cent 
expressed indifference, and 43 per cent said they were definitely bad. 

In response to the second question 56 per cent of the respondents, 
essentially all those who were affirmative or indifferent in response to 
the first question, said such relationships were justified, but almost all 
of those qualified this answer in various ways. Women were somewhat 

less approving of trial marriages than men, and in their answers to 
several open ended questions they indicated that where they could be sure 
that the relationship would end in marriage they were generally quite 
accepting of it. However they feared that the man in the relationship 
might "love them and leave them." 

A final more Pointed question designed to "strike close to home" 
asked respondents how they woulf feel if a 19 year old sister was invoived 


in such a relationship. About half of the sample members said they would 


be distinctly shocked at such a situation, while about 20 per cent said 
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they would feel little if any shock. Again the former reaction was 
somewhat more characteristic of women than of men. 

In response to questions about acquaintance with common law 
relationships, 43 per cent of the English sample members said they knew 
of such. cuts eight per cent of this total said they had friends in 
such relationships; and about 6 per cent, 38 people in all, said they 
had themselves had trial marriage experiences, From the responses to the 
open ended questions that were asked, it was again apparent that the women 
who had been involved in such relationships were very math more marriage 
oriented than were the men. In particular, more of the women than of 
the men either already had married their relationship partners, or said 
that they would like to. 

Only three relevant questions were included in the French schedule. 
The first asked how subjects felt about trial marriage relationships; 
the second asked how they would feel if they discovered that a sister 
was mistress of a best friend; and the third asked whether they knew of 
any couples who were living together under a trial marriage arrangement. 

The responses to the first question showed that the French speaking 
respondents were far less often rejecting of trial marriage relationships 
than were the English respondents. Forty five per cent of the former, as 
compared with 25 per cent of the latter approved of them, 41 and 31 per 
cent respectively expressed indifference, and only 14 per cent as compared 
with 44 per cent were definitely rejecting. 

We shall compare the responses of the French and English speaking 
respondents to the second question despite the significant differences in 
the wording of the question in the two schedules. More of the French said 


they would be shocked and disappointed to learn that a sister was mistress 


to a best friend, as compared with the English shock reaction at a somewhat 
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Similar situation, the proportions being 63 and 48 per cent. Similarly, 
however, more of the former than of the latter said they would be shocked 
Pittlerif™at all. "34" percent versus 20 per cent. 

Very many more of the French than English speaking respondents 
said they knew of couples living in trial marriage together, the pro- 
portions being 72 per cent and 43 per cent, 
25s Analysis of the Findings. 

The regression analysis of the various trial marriage criteria in 
terms of the independent factor predictors showed that in excess of 20 
per cent of the variance for all but two of the criteria among the English 
and the French data was explained by the predictive factors used for the 
former attitude toward trial marriage relationships was best predicted by 
religiosity and conventionality, while for the latter it was even better 
predicted by religiosity alone. For the English data the acquaintance 
with trial marriages criterion was not very powerfully predicted by any 
Single independent factor. The two most powerful were sex identification 
and religiosity. For the French data this criterion was very powerfully 
predicted by the fast acquaintance with opposite sex and the alienation 
independent factors, 

These relationships show that for the trial marriage criteria as 
for the courtship orientation criteria, religiosity is a very much more 
powerful predictor of the criteria for the French data than relisvosity. 
or any other predictive Factor, 1S) for the English data. By contrast, 
again for both the trial marriage and the courtship orientation criteria 
the courtship relationship and to a lesser extent the sex identity factors 
are very much more powerful predictors of these criteria for the English 


than for the French data. It would appear that among the French students, 
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quality of normative indoctrination is a somewhat more powerful deter- 
minant of attitudes and behavior than it is among the English speaking 
Students, while among the latter the courtship experience and the 
current relationships of subjects with opposite sex members and their 
sex identity are more influential on attitudes and behavior than these 
influences are among the French. 

Our data on attitudes toward trial marriage de show a considerable 
tolerance of these relationships: only a minority declared themselves 
firmly opposed to them. However there was very little of enthusiastic 
endorsement of trial marriage relationships. Thus there does not appear 
to be evidence in our data of a groundswell of interest here - such that 
trial marriage would become a new and relatively common additional stage 
in the courtship and male selection process. However the fact that such 
interest as we did find was best predicted by irreligiosity and uncon- 
ventionality suggests that there is opposition to such relationships 


because they are conventionally "immoral". If the "' 


new morality") 
discussed briefly above, should spread as rapidly in the next one or two 
decades as it has in the last one + conceptions of conventional 
morality will certainly euseeer ade liberalized. And if this happens 
there may in fact be a big increase in trial marriage relationships 
Ge Conclusions: Marital Role Expectations 
lg Description of the Findings 

Five basic areas of marital role definition were tapped in the 
questionnaires which were filled out by the English and French speaking 
subjects. These included general egalitarianism or traditionalism -- 


especially in regard to personal characteristics of marriage partners, 


expectations in regard to social participation and to the educational 
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attainments of the partners --, the role of the wife with especial 
reference to her possible employment, family size and parenthood, child 
rearing responsibilities and procedures, and conditions for divorce. 
Since norms do not exist for any of the instruments used to collect these 
data it is impossible to compare the pattern of our data with those from 
other populations in order to make comparative statements about the 
samples studied. However it is possible, to some extent to make com- 
parisons between the French and English samples for which we have data, 
and so to make statements about their relative egalitarianism, and to 
make similar comparisons of the male and female respondents. The French- 
English comparisons are possible only "to some extent" because as noted 
above, while the English subjects were asked to respond to these role 
expectation items by choosing between six response alternatives, un- 
authorized changes were made in the French schedule such that only four 
response alternatives were given. Thus just how precisely comparable the 
responses of the two language samples are to these marital role items is 
problematic. 

Having acknowledged this difficulty we shall go on and make the 
comparisons between the two samples, asking the reader to bear in mind 
the caveat that we do not know how valid the differences found may be. 

The data show that in regard to the personal characteristics, 
education, and social participation areas, the English sample appears to 
be distinctly more egalitarian in approach than the French sample, and 
for both samples the women were very much more egalitarian than the men. 
By contrast in regard to the sharing of household responsibilities, and 
especially in regard to the several indices dealing with the employment 


of women, the French sample members were very much more egalitarian than 


the English sample members. Once again on almost all of the indices, the 
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women were more egalitarian than the men for both of the samples. 

In regard to the items dealing with family size, the French 
respondents expressed a preference for somewhat fewer children than did 
the English respondents. French men and women were in close agreement 
here, but the English speaking women tended to prefer somewhat larger 
families than did the men. The English more frequently than the French 
speaking students said they wished to use contraceptives in planning 
children following marriage. There were no differences between the sexes 
for either sample. 

There were two sub-scales dealing with child Gearingeaeiie first 
considered issues involving the division of parenthood responsibilities 
between husbands and wives. The second dealt with permissiveness or 
authoritarianism in discipline and control of the child. On both of 
these indices the scores showed that the French students were less 
egalitarian in their conceptions of parenthood responsibilities and less 
permissive in their attitudes toward the discipline and control of 
children. Similarly, the male respondents were less egalitarian and less 
permissive than were the female respondents. 

The last area dealt with the acceptability of divorce under various 
conditions. Our data show, quite expectedly, that the French students 
were more resistent to divorce than were the English students. They show 
further, however, that in both the English and the French samples, the 
women were slightly more accepting than were the men, rather than the 
reverse as might have been expected. 

Ze Analysis of the Findings 

There were striking differences in the results of the regression 

analysis of the marital role expectation indices, between the English and 


the French data. Generally speaking there is almost nothing of signi- 
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ficance to report from the regression analysis of the indices for the 
English speaking subjects. Of the 19 indices of marriage role expectations 
for which the analyses were earroricat in only two cases was the explained 
variance in excess of 18 per cent, and in 14 cases it was less than 10 

per cent. The two former cases both related to areas which for a sub- 
stantial portion of subjects are yet morally defined, the use of contra- 
ceptives, and the acceptability of divorce. In both cases over half of 
the explained variance was accounted for by the religiosity and the con- 
ventionality factors. In both cases also school enrollment and socio- 

: 

economic status accounted for small proportions of the variance. 

In the remaining indices, the very small proportions of variance 
which were explained show the extent to which the definition of these 
other areas of married life are no longer morally defined; thus instead 
of attitude being determined by some group which viewed the issue in a 
certain way, for example, a church, a social class category, an ethnic 
group, etc. attitude is far more determined by personal preference, or 
perhaps by ideosyncratic experience, our data suggest. If we look at 
those cases where small but significant predictions of the variance in 
the criteria by the independent factors did take place, a few interesting 
and plausible relationships are found. The relationship factors (court- 
ship experience and courtship precosity) are almost always directly 
associated with egalitarian attitudes and orientations; the normative 
factors (conventionality and religiosity,) are almost always inversely 
associated with egalitarianism. As we have noted above the sex identity 
factor is related such that femininity is directly associated with 
egalitarianism, as is the geographical mobility factor, attendance at a 


university rather than a trade school, and, more rarely the socio-economic 


Sicaltucsmeactone 
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The results of the regression analysis of the French data are in 
Sstrikingweontrast ter this) *OL the 19 andices! of marital role expectations, 
in 12 cases at least 18 per cent of the variance in the criterion was 
explained by the predictive factors, and in only three cases was less 
than 10 per cent of the variance explained. In most cases where a sub- 
Stantial portion of the variance was explained, the most powerful 
predictor was sex identity, with women more frequently making egalitarian 
responses than men. However religiosity was the most powerful prediction 
for the following indices: personal characteristics of husband or wife, 
family size, use of contraceptives, permissiveness in child rearing and 
acceptability of divorce. In the French sample, the age factor was also 
frequently if modestly predictive of variance in the criteria, and was 
directly associated with egalitarianism. The reason for this appears to 
be that generally the older students were university students while younger 
subjects attended the trade school. We have noted earlier that the 
university students tended to be more egalitarian and more emancipated 
than the trade school students. The family solidarity factor was rather 
frequently inversely associated with egalitarianism, though the proportion 
of variance predicted by this factor was very limited. As with the 
English sample, the geographical mobility and socio-economic status 
factors were rather frequently directly associated with egalitarianism 
in*™the*eriteria, = Ttrrs noteworthy that the two relationship factors were 
very infrequently associated with the criteria for the French data. 

What these data appear to show is a substantial commitment to 
egalitarianism in marital role definition among both the English and the 
French speaking students. The most Senn TY indication of commitment to 


egalitarianism is seen in the high proportions who said they felt a wife 
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should take a more prestigeful or better paying job than that held by 

her husband if the opportunity presented itself, It is noteworthy that 
more women (fearfully?) rejected such an Opportunity than did the men. 

On the other hand it should be acknowledged that a majority (58 per cent) 
of the English respondents, and also of the French (59*per=cent) feltthat 
the wife should not work outside the home after she had children. 

The data suggest further, however, that an egalitarian orientation 
to marital roles is more advanced among the English than among the French 
speaking students. The most dramatic evidence of this is the extent to 
which religiosity is quite powerfully predictive of traditional orien- 
tation to many of the marital Hele indices for the French students. For 
the English this was true only of the two indices -- contraceptives and 
divorce. The clear implication of these findings is that for the former 
many more marital role issues are still morally defined - defined by the 
church in traditional ee Among the latter almost no indications of 
such continuing moral definitions were found, with the two exceptions 
noted. In the case of most of these indices, for the English data, no 
other predictors -- or combination of predictors -- accounted for very 
ack of the variance in them. Thus it is clear that for English sample 
members there are not social class, or religious, or urban-rural, “or 
educational, or ethnic, etc. sub cultures which define appropriate 
division of responsibilities and privileges following marriage, 
Increasingly, apparently, in the English Canadian culture, there is a 
range of choices, and how individuals will choose is not predictable on 
the basis of the usual sociological indicators our data suggest. 

For the French students, by contrast, there chearlytisva 


religiously defined traditional orthodoxy in marriage role definition, 
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However the amounts of variance in the criteria which are predicted by 
religiosity, for the French data, do suggest that this orthodoxy is 
beginning to break down. 
D. Summary 

The following generalizations have emerged from this study con- 
cerning the power of various predictors of courtship interaction,» trial 
marriage, and marriage role expectation criteria. The variances of the 
criteria for courtship interaction were very well predicted for both the 
French and the English language data. However the variance in the 
attitude indices, for the French speaking subjects was best predicted by 
the religiosity factor. For the English data it was the conventionality 
factor which best predicted the variance in these indices. For the 
courtship intimacy behavior and intimacy reaction indices, the relation- 
ship and sex identity factors were very much more powerful predictors of 
these criteria for the English than they were for the French subjects, 
There were insignificant differences between the French and English 
predictive patterns on the indices of attitude toward trial marriages, 
However in terms of acquaintance with trial marriages more of the variance 
in the French than in the English data was explained by the predictive 
factors. The two most powerful predictors were the relationship and 
alienation factors. And finally for the marital role expectation 
indices very little of the variance was explained by the predictors for 
the English data, while much of the variance for most of the criteria were 
explained for the French data. The only two exceptions for the English 
data related to use of contraceptives and to the acceptability of divorce, 
both yet distinctly moral issues in the English Canadian sub culture, 


Sex identity, religiosity, and to a lesser extent age were the most 


powerful predictors of the criteria for the French sample, 
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II, Implications of the Findings 

The pattern which has emerged is a rather simple one, The variance 
in the indicators of courtship and particularly of sexual interaction 
are very well explained for both the French and the English language 
data, but the most powerful predictor is religiosity for the former, and 
conventionalism, and to a lesser extent the relationship factors for the 
latter, The indices of attitude toward trial marriage are rather well, 
and similarly predicted by the independent factors for both the French 
and the English data, The variance in the indicators of marital role 
expectations is very well predicted for the French, but very little 
explained for the English data, with the exception of the use of contra- 
ceptives and the divorce issues, Sex identity is the best predictor of 
the differences within the French sample, followed by religiosity, and to 
a lesser extent age, which is indicative of university or trade school 
enrollment, 

What can be the explanation of this predictive pattern? The con- 
cept which seems to provide the best answer is the onde of differential 
acceptance el Se secularization of issues which at one time were more 
exclusively religiously defined, in two contrasting cultures, There 
appear to be significant differences between issues dealing with sexual 
permissiveness and practice of contraception and divorce on the one hand, 
and other marital role expectation issues on the other hand, differences 
between male and female respondents, and differences between French and 
English speaking student respondents in the third place. The latter 
differences involve the fact that (1) the variance in responses to numbers 
of issues is substantially explained by the predictive factors for the 
French data but not for the English data, and (2) the variance in responses 


to numbers of issues is powerfully predicted by religiosity for the French 
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but is more powerfully predicted by conventionality for the English data. 
These differences seem to add up to a scale of modification and secular- 
ization of what were at one time seen as moral issues defined by 
religion. Areas at one extreme where the old moral definitions still 
hold for See subjects in both the French and the English samples -- as 
seen by the extent to which criteria for these areas are powerfully 
predicted by the religiosity factor -- include the use of contraceptives 
and acceptability of divorce issues. At the other extreme is another 
area of marital role expectations, household responsibilities, where the 
old morality definitions of appropriate husband and wife roles have 
become so eroded and modified that our data show for both English and 
French speaking subjects that the red eaie factors explain almost none 
of the variance in the criterion. 

In general it appears, then, that (1) with the exception of the 
contraceptives and divorce issues -- the marital role expectation area 
is more emancipated from the old moral controls. than the sex permissive- 
ness area; that (2) the French Canadian sub-culture, and that (3) within 
each cultural group the female adherents are more emancipated than are 
the males from identification with the traditional moral perspectives for 
the marital role area, but that the reverse is true for the sex permissive- 
ness area, The evidence for the first generalization is that not only in 
some marital role areas -- household responsibilities -- the variance in 
the criterion cannot be predicted for either the French or English speaking 
samples, but also that whereas the variance in most of the marital role 
criteria is rather powerfully predictable for the more conservative 
French sample, this is not so for the more emancipated English sample. 


The evidence for the second generalization is two fold. On the 
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one hand, in areas which are still pore defined for the English 
sample, the source of the definition is a more secularized and so less 
"ultimate" "conventionality", whereas for the French it is the church 
sanctioned telieious morality grounded in conceptions of God's Wiis 
which provides the definition of right and wrong. And on the other hand 
several areas which are yet significantly normatively defined for the 
French sample, are for members of the. English sample less normatively 
defined (even in terms of conventionality). They are more defined as an 
incidental consequence of the relationships of sample members with 
persons of the opposite sex, or not very consistently predicted at all 
by any of the independent predictive factors. 

The evidence for the third generalization comes from both the 
French and the English language data, and involves both the sex permissive- 
ness and the marital role expectation criteria. It seems clear that at 
this time in Canada, female respondents are more concerned with 
egalitarianism, gaining rights and privileges in regard to marital roles 
comparable with those enjoyed by men, while men, at this time are more 
committed than women to increasing sex permissiveness, 

On the basis of these generalizations it is possible to suggest. a 
gradient of change that appears to validly describe the changes taking 
place in orientations to courtship and marriage across Canada today. 
Change in regard to marital roles is most advanced with egalitarianism 
firmly in the ascendency. This egalitarianism is more frequently found 
among English than among French Canadian students. It is more actively 
advocated by women than by men, and this sex difference may be expected 
to obtain in more traditional areas of the country as they become more 


exposed to this kind of change. It is noteworthy, incidentally, that for 


both the English and the French language student samples our data show 
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only minor differences in egalitarianism, or in permissiveness either, 
which can only be explained in terms of rural-urban differences. Change 
in sex permissiveness is less advanced, but whereas among French Canadian 
students the traditional conceptions of acceptable levels of premarital 
sexual pehayion are sanctioned by the Church, among English Canadian 
students they are increasingly sanctioned only by conceptions of 
conventional morality. Among the latter, too, the traditional moral norms 
show a strong tendency to yield as intense emotional relationships with 
opposite sex members provide both the motivation and the rationalization 
to violate traditional moral standards. Both of these point toward 
increasing speed of change in the future as the weak bulworks that now 
resist change bow before mounting pressure. Further it must be expected 
that other changes now taking place will further speed these developments. 
We have in mind here (1) the increasing availability of birth control 
pills, and very soon, of more effective and less troublesome birth 
control procedures, such as shots that provide dependable contraception 
for a month or more,.(2) The changes now taking place most dramatically 
in the Roman Catholic church, especially in rebellion against its dis- 
cipline, but in other churches as well, will also work to this end, as 
will (3) the increasing spread of a "death of God" theology which raises 
the question whether traditional moral ponecpulone were in fact devinely 
ordained. (4) The increasing physical mobility of young people, and the 
opportunities which increasing availability of automotive transportation 
provides them with for easy escape from surveillance will funcHee 
facilitate their own well rationalized interest in increasing permissive- 
ness of conduct. 


Turning to the marital role area, there would seem to be but 
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little reason why the trend toward egalitarianism in definition of 
husband and wife roles should end very much short of complete equality. 
True, for the immediately foreseeable future at least the burdens of - 
child rearing will be borne by the wife, and true also there was a strong 
feeling among our sample members that mothers should not accept employ- 
ment outside the home until their children are in school, and perhaps in 
high school. Against this must be balanced the fact, however, that there 
is among our respondents an overwhelming commitment to a small family. 
This is backed by a very strong interest in the use of contraceptives, 
which must increase as the techniques become less troublesome to use. 
Further the patterns of employment among middle class, as compared with 
lower class women, and the kinds of difficulties increasingly experienced 
by young mothers today which are described in Betty Friedan's The Feminine 
Mystique! point to strong reasons why more and more women may come to 
accept employment while they yet have pre-school children. Since day 
care centres and nursery schools can provide better care for small 
children than can the dissatisfied, frustrated and tense young mothers 
whom Friedan so convincingly describes, we must anticipate a trend toward 
significant further expansion of these facilities in this country, 
Finally, the trend toward continuing shortening of the work week for men 
in many categories of employment, and the further stimulus to this trend 
which increasing automation of economic production will provide, will 
make it more possible for men to assume some parental responsibilities 
while their wives are out of the home. 

Where will the trend toward increasing permissiveness in premarital 
dln teat be end; in complete promiscuity? Our data suggest that the 


answer to this question is certainly not promiscuity. For one thing, 
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although the rates of premarital intimacy were distinctly higher than 
those found for students in previous studies, they yet showed that a 
high proportion of this intimate behavior was shared with partners with 
whom our respondents were in love. They show eer the pattern which 
Reiss identified also, for our subjects to be more rejecting of intimate 
behaviors in the absence of affection between the partners, as compared 
with intimate behaviors where there is affection between partners, than 
Reiss found among the (older) members of his nation-wide American adult 
probability sample. Thus our data tends to substantiate the evidence 
emerging from other studies that a new morality of sexual behavior is 
emerging. It represents a break with the old morality sanctioned by 
organized religion, in that it is quite accepting of premarital inter- 
course, where the members of the couple are in love with each other. But 
it is more stringent than is the old morality, at least as it commonly 
worked out in the double standard, in its condemnation of any forms of 
significant intimacy -- petting, for example -- where the couple members 
feel no depth of affection for each other. 

This trend toward the emergence of a new eration which our data 
tend to substantiate, may be seen as an optimistic sign, pointing to a 
day of increasingly relevant courtship interaction, with resulting more 
careful and more appropriate selection of marriage partners. The basis 
for this somewhat startling suggestion, is as follows. Waller's and 
others discussion of the working of the old dating and courtship process 
described how dating was sex oriented and preocuupied, all too often a 
cat and mouse game where the boy tried to "get as much as he could’. 
while the girl wanted to "give enough" to keep him interested, and yet 


keep her virtue largely ee The result was that all too often, 


367 


even during enegagement, there was much preoccupation with the question 
of "how far shall we go" and accordingly far less concern with getting 
to know each other as people, and facing up to the question: "Is this 
really the person with whom I want to try to Spend” the rést°of my lite?" 
The sex stimulation and sex frustration which was endemic to the older 
morality courtship process tended to engender romantic idealization of 
the other in” the*first place. “It®led®@tova failure to try to penetrate 
to the depths of the self, and of the other, in anticipation of taking 
vows to live with the other life long, in the second place. However in 
the context of the new morality which is emerging today, the question 
"will we go to bed and make love?" is increasingly a less pressing 
question, The answer to this question which more of both men and women 
assume is "We will if we feel that we care enough about the other to want 
to."' And the question, "what will we do during the time that we spend 
together", is increasingly answered not in terms of the old thrust and 
parry, "get as much as you can" game, but rather in terms of really 
getting to know the other person, and in the process coming to be known, 
and to know oneself, better, 
Conclusion 

It needs to be reiterated at this stage, that this study has 
been based on the paper and pencil responses of student subjects who are 
not only not married in most cases, but who also have not yet assumed the 
adult responsibilities of support of self and others. Thus one can 
question the validity of the findings which we have been discussing -- 
what basis is there anyway, for infering that when the time comes our 
subjects. will really choose and act as they have reported that they would, 


It needs to be reiterated also, that while the sampling procedure and the 
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rates of return from the samples drawn were quite satisfactory in the 
case of the English speaking subjects, neither of these statements is 
true of the French speaking subjects. Both the sampling procedures and 
the rates of return with these subjects left very much to be desired from 
the perspective of good survey research procedure. | 

These questions can be tentatively, though certainly not con- 
clusively answered. The answer to the question of the representativeness 
of the French student data is that the patterns of relationships between 
the criterion and the predictive variables were both so strong and so 
compatible with other generalizations known about this group that there 
is perhaps little basis for questioning the overall pattern of the 
findings, although certainly details of it may be seriously questioned. 
The answer to the question concerning the validity of answers to question- 
naire items is that the general pattern of findings for this study is 
generally congruent with those from other similar studies which have 
been made in North America. Accordingly again, though certain details 
may turn out to be incorrect, and though it is possible that the timetable 
of the changes which our data would predict may turn out to be wrong, we 
see little basis to question the pattern of the larger findings of the 
study. On the issue of the timetable, the speed with which anticipated 
changes will come, our data of course make no specific predictions at 
this point. In general however, we suspect that the changes will come 
more rapidly rather than less rapidly than informed observers would 
predict. The reason for this expectation is that change is accelerating 
in the society as a whole and the massive and accelerating application of 
new technological developments in the society will trigger increasing 


social changes. The current younger generation has shown more interest 
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in breaking patterns and precedents, perhaps, than any which has yet 
lived in North America. It is our expectation that they will continue 
in this way as they become increasingly preoccupied with choosing a 
marriage partner and arriving at mutually satisfactory definitions of 


marital roles, 
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APPENDIX A 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE QUESTIONNATRE 


Courtship and Marriage Attitude Survey 
A Study For The 
Royal Commission On The Status Of Women In Canada 


Conducted by 
C.W. Hobart 
Department of Sociology 


INSTRUCTIONS : 

You are being asked to fill out this questionnaire in connection with a 
study which was commissioned by the Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women in Canada. One of the areas of interest of the Commission is in 
the changing attitudes and behaviors of young people, and these are the 
areas covered here. Please answer the questions as completely and hon- 
estly as you can. Please do not skip any items. Please print or write 
legibly. Note that this is an anonymous questionnaire, The assistant 
who gave you the questionnaire will answer any questions that you may 
have. 


Thank you for your help. You will doubtless see some report on the re- 
sults of this study in newspapers or popular magazines, in time. 


PART I - BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


LS sh tourt-egex < 

2. Your age (to nearest birthday). 

3. How many older brothers have you? Older sisters? 

4, How many younger brothers have you? Younger sisters? 

5. Where were you born? (Village or city, province, country.) 

6. Have you ever lived on a farm; if so for how long? 

7. How many different neighborhoods, towns, cities had you lived in by 
the time that you finished high school? 


8. Where did you live the longest? (Village or city, province, country.) 


9. How long did you live there? 

10. How large was the population of that community? 
11. In what country and province was your father born? 
12, In what country and province was your mother born? 
13. How many of your grandparents were born in Canada? 
14. What is the occupation of your father or male guardian or what was it 


when he was last working? Please be specific, state precisely the kind 


of work that he does or did, 


15. About how many years of schooling did your father complete? (Check one) 


1) None 7) Some college (1-3 yrs) 
2) 1-3 years elementary school 8) Graduated from college 
3) 4-7 years elementary school (4 plus yrs) 

4) Completed elementary school (8 yrs) 9) Has at least some post 
5) Some high school (1-3 yrs) graduate college credits 


6) Graduated from high school (4 yrs) 10) Other (explain) 


376 


qf baton > ye 


abn lel ‘airs 


ry : : 7 “ on BO i 2 7 rt 
G Oi lw dot sense nl oxtannod Rea Kids s00 4 ye! oF bas » gil: 4 se uoy _ ar 
o 3a eet Ho moon Line? Laken) Sig) oe geo a iw you : wies 
et rinten ame ala So JMeAPINE, 2u,, noon ian 


2) vera SkeHs Brin geluosgognuny ip pean nd ‘son Me 

“rot Soe xi oa ehgaio. 68 ata] Yamgp). edt Fewnne ea9s5 

7) Tw. 36 70tNe waeot ema) Yhe giao Jour ih seugtd he 
WIM kOOS SEY. oO AnnaO dT eeup. AomUnOE Ae at, weds sat mi 
(ia soy Sails wnt d woup xa vawens Tirw punhanoht kane oK ‘96 


2 ne .Jv0gEs Mone 60a sebtidook PTiw det | grow TS--969 wise dower 
-Omi? o) 940i rien sa Luqoq 10 et ee vbore. ehh ie eclue 


<t8a puoY ! 
» (ushered teeuen Ss ond wae Ss 
Temegehe tabi. Twoy- and Wretiinsd webho wnsnr wo Ee 
Terodeto aagnuol . foe over azoitasd vagnnoY qm wolf 
(.Inwod ~eonlvorg |. 9955 2b gail xs o Yaxod Mor bid esadW az 
tgnot wor ro. of Ff rere t ® nbewht 3 Mong 
Voi bavi l otig- bed 299925. ewes aboortods . T 
fotrlen tybd bo ye ha 
( vidas .ssalvotd VIfo so opel pV), Tdasgite “sé av 
Sereda evil w te A ee 
.. Set tithiageud darts (20 roLtel ci 9 aw “eral wor) Or! 
Liriod Meiia® voy ahw Gon py bre Ya ovine 


Od, tod don WHOy a8 y ang, viz teat cS 
mein) a Co) eis ee: Ary) UG te cpa voll .tf > ' 
Cepoyeys Sind 1H ions. Tuy. od ef tach 
rho aty' “teat Ti 8) % TL Ato sqh iain ee 


chee 


Kio, Aaa) ieique.s todaya sank bts aeucian e 
a7 ¥ fwd) +R lon ee (% ; 
ellos mori borate ww C8 
(ery gels A) 
or sat tena! Ih eel (v' ax By 
bean gel too saphaay, 
ola a, a al OF ane Lae 


is wenie pea 


eva me ‘Me 


£6, 


DG 


Dis 
OS. 
39% 


40, 


Sh 


About how many years of schooling did your mother complete? (Check one) 


1) None 7) Some college (1-3 yrs) 
2) 1-3 years elementary school 8) Graduated from college 
3) 4-7 years elementary school (4 plus yrs) 

4) Completed elementary school (8 yrs) 9) Has at least some post 
5) Some high school (1-3 yrs) graduate college credits 


6) Graduated from high school (4 yrs) 10) Other (explain) 
Did your mother have a job outside the home at any time before you 
finished high school? If so state precisely the kind of work she did, 


If Yes to #17: 
18, About how many years did she work before you finished high school? 
19, About how old were you when she first began working? 


Are both of your parents now living? If not, which parent is dead and 
how long ago did he or she die? 

Are your parents now living together? If not, are they permanently 
separated? Divorced? How long ago was the separation or divorce? 
Has your mother been married before her present marriage? 

Has your father been married before his present marriage? 

About how old was your father when he was first married? 

About how old was your mother when she was first married? 

How many married brothers do you have? 

How many married sisters? 

How many of your sisters-in-law worked for a while after marriage? 
I have no sisters-in-law. 

How many of your sisters-in-law worked for a while after they had 
children, I have no sisters-in-law, 

What school are you now attending? 

What year in school are you? 

What degree are you working for now, or what occupation are your 
preparing for. 

What were your average marks in school at the end of last year? 
What were your average marks your last year in high school? 

What is your religion? (Please name specific denomination). 

In an average month, how many times do you attend church? 


1) Never 6) Four times a month 

2) Once or twice a year 7) Five to eight times a month 
3) Once a month 8) Nine to twelve times a month 
4) Twice a month 9) More than 12 times a month 


5) Three times a month A 
How religious would you say that you are? Very Religious. Moderately 
Religious, Not Very Religious. Not At All Religious. 
How religious would you say that your father is? Very Religious. 
Moderately Religious. Not Very Religious. Not At All Religious, 
How religious would you say that your mother is? Very Religious. 
Moderately Religious. Not Very Religious, Not At All Religious. 
Including all income from all sources, about how much money did your 
parents make last year? (Check one) 

1) Under 2500 4) 5001 - 6000 7) 9001 - 11000 

2) 2501 - 4000 5) 6001 - 7500 8) 11001 - 15000 

3) 4001 - 5000 6) 7501 - 9000 9) Over 15000 
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What is your marital status? Single. Married. Divorced or Separated. 
Other (specify). (Check one) 


(If married, skip to Question 47.) 


Are you a member of a fraternity? 
(Men only) Do you own a car?, or have ready access to a car? 
(Women only) How many of your boyfriends own a car? (Check one) 

1) All of them 3) Some 5) None 

2) Most of them 4) A Few 6) Have no boyfriends now 
What are your current living arrangements. Do you: (Check one) 

1) Live in a dormatory on campus. 

2) Live at home with your family. 

3) Share a rented room or rooms with room mate(s). 

4) Live alone in rented room off campus. 

5) Live alone in an apartment off campus. 

6) Live in a fraternity house, 

7) Live in the home of a friend or relative. 

8) Other (specify). 
Would it be possible for you to entertain an opposite sex person for 
several hours alone in your room? Not at all. Occasionally. Fre- 
quently. Any time at all. 
Are any of your good friends from school (high school or other) 
married? (If none are married, skip to Question No. 52) 


If Yes: 

48, How many of them? All of them. Most of them, Some, A few of 
them. None of them, 

49. In how many cases did the wife work after marriage? All of them, 
Most of them. Some. A few of them. None of them, 

50. How many of these married friends now have children? All of 
them. Most of them. Some, A few of them, None of them, 

51. In how many cases did the wife work after children arrived? All 
of them. Most of them. Some. A few of them, None of them. 


How do you rate yourself in attractiveness to the other sex? (Check one) 


1) ° Quite attractive 4) Not very attractive 
2) Fairly 5) Generally, it seems 
3) Attractive or interesting to some not attractive 


In the high school which you attended most or all of the time, how would 
you describe its usual atmosphere with regard to expression of interest 
or affection between girl and boy students? (Check one) 

1) Very lenient: holding hands, even kissing and necking in cor- 
ridors at certain times allowed quite frequently. 

2) Somewhat lenient: occasionally this was tolerated, especially 
perhaps at dances or mixed parties. 

3) Confused policies and behavior: occasionally or for a time 
lenient, but then strict standards against holding hands or 
kissing enforced. 

4) Pretty strict: early dating discouraged, and even holding hands 
except at dances strongly discouraged etc. 

5). Very strict: strong penalties for all show of affection around 
the school during all school hours, almost everyone kept in line. 
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PART II - DATING AND COURTSHIP RELATIONSHIPS 


I 


2. 


10; 


How old were you when you first began dating members of the opposite 


sex? 
Are you at present: (Check one) 

a) Unattached f) Engaged 

b) Going fairly regularly with one person g) Married 

c) Going steady h) Divorced or 

d) In love separated 

e) Pinned (for college students only) i) Other 
Counting the relationship (if any) marked above, have you gone fairly 
regularly with one person, short of going steady? If Yes: a) Number 
of times, b) Duration in months of each, c) Ages at occurrence. 


Counting the relationship marked above, have you ever 
If yes: 

a) Number of times 

b) Duration in months of each 

c) Ages at occurrence 


b) 


gone steady? 


Counting the above-marked relationship, have you been pinned? If yes: 
a) Number of times 
Duration in months of each 
c) Ages at occurrence 
Counting the above-marked relationship, have you been engaged? 


If Yes: 
a) Number of times, 
b) Duration in months of each, 
c) Ages at occurrence 

Have you been in love? 

If yes: 


a) Number of times. 


b) 
c) Ages at 
On the average, 
At what age did 
a) At what 
b) At what 
c) At what 


Duration in months of each, 


occurrence, 

how many times per month do you date now? 
you begin dating? 

age did you begin single dating? 


age did you begin dating regularly, short of going steady? 


age did you begin dating in cars? 


d) Would you say that most of your dating activities have been 
restricted to: 


1) 
2) 
3) 


"playing the field" 
dating particular individuals fairly regularly 
about half and half 


Some young people today experience difficulties with their parents and 


some get along well with them, 


with your father: 
1) Very warm and close 


Casual 


Rather warm and close 


4) Rather cool and distant 
5) Definitely cool and distant 


How would you describe your relationship 
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11. How would you describe your relationship with your mother? 


1) Very warm and close 4) Rather cool and distant 
2) Rather warm and close 5) Definitely cool and distant 
3) Casual 


12. Which phrase below best characterizes most of your relations with 
your family? 
1) Very happy 3) Somewhat satisfactory 5) Unhappy 
2) Happy 4) Somewhat dissatisfactory 6) Very unhappy 
13. Do you feel for the most part that your life goals are being achieved 
or not being achieved? 


PLEASE CIRCLE THE DEGREE OF AGREEMENT OR DISAGREEMENT you have with the 
following statements concerning lave relationships between men and women, 
AGREE: (1) Strong, (2) Medium, (3) Slight DISAGREE: (1) Strong, 

(2) Medium, (3) Slight. 


14, True love leads to almost perfect happiness. 

15, There is only one real love for a person, 

16, True love is known at once by the people involved, 

17, Even though one's past love affair was not as strong as the present one, 
it may still have been a real love relationship. 

18. Doubt may enter into real love. 

19, True love will last forever. 

20. Conflict can be a part of real love. 

21. When one is in love, the person whom he loves becomes the only goal 
in his life. One lives almost solely for the other, 


22. (a) Assume you are engaged to be married. How far do you believe it 
is proper to go sexually? 
1) Kissing, 2) Petting, 3) Full sexual relations, 
(b) How far do you believe it is proper for your partner to go? 
1) Kissing, 2) Petting, 3) Full sexual relations. 
23. How would you describe your home training and discipline? (Check one) 
1) Exceedingly strict or harsh. 
2) Firm but not harsh - consistent, 
3) Lenient, usually allowed my own way. 
4) Irregular or unreliable, sometimes strict, sometimes lenient. 


PART III 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please keep in mind that we are not interested in your behavior 
or in your acceptance of other people's behavior, but in the values and 
standards which you personally hold. 


After each question you will find six choices. First decide whether you 

agree or disagree with the view expressed. Then circle the degree of your 
agreement or disagreement with the views expressed in the situations des- 
cribed below. Do not feel that you have to check the same degree of agreement 
or disagreement for both parties involved in each situation, since it may hap- 
pen that what you feel is acceptable for one person you may not feel is 
acceptable for the other in that situation, Thus, you may check them the same 
way or differently. 


In order to be clear about the usage of certain terms we will define them as 
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follows: 


PETTING: Sexually stimulating behavior more intimate than kissing and simple 
hugging but not including full sexual relations (to be used this way through- 
out the questionnaire), 


STRONG AFFECTION: Affection which is stronger than physical attraction or 
average fondness or "liking," but less strong than the emotional state which 
you would call love, 


LOVE: The emotional state which is more intense than strong affection and 
which you would define as love. 


WE REALIZE THAT MANY OF YOU ARE TOLERANT TOWARD WHAT OTHER PEOPLE DO OR 
BELIEVE IN THIS SECTION, HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT INTERESTED IN WHETHER OR NOT 
YOU TOLERATE OTHER PEOPLES' ACTIONS AND BELIEFS, PLEASE ANSWER THESE QUES- 
TIONS ON THE BASIS OF HOW YOU FEEL TOWARD THE VIEWS EXPRESSED, Circle 

the response which expresses your feelings: AGREE: 1) Strong, 2) 
Medium, 3) Slight DISAGREE: 1) Strong, 2) Medium, 3) Slight. 


1. I believe that kissing is acceptable for the male before marriage if 
he is engaged to be married, 

2. I believe that kissing is acceptable for the male before marriage 
when he is in love. 

3. I believe that kissing is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he feels strong affection for his partner. 

4. I believe that kissing is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he is not particularly affectionate toward his partner, 

5. I believe that petting is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he is engaged to be married, 

6. I believe that petting is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he is in love, 

7. I believe that petting is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he feels strong affection for his partner. 

8. I believe that petting is acceptable for the male before marriage when 
he is not particularly afffectionate toward his partner. 

9. I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the male before 
marriage when he is engaged to be married. 

10. I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the male before 
marriage when he is in love, 

11. I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the male before 
marriage when he feels strong affection for his partner. 

12. I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the male before 
marriage when he is not particularly affectionate for his partner. 

13. I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the male before 
marriage when there is no particular affection and that this type of 
relationship is just about as acceptable as full sexual relations which 
involve strong affection or love, 

14. I believe that kissing is acceptable for the female before marriage when 
she is engaged to be married, 
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I believe that kissing is acceptable for the female before marriage when 
she is in love. 

I believe that kissing is acceptable for the female before marriage when 
she feels strong affection for her partner, ~~ 

I believe that kissing is acceptable for the female before marriage 
when she is not particularly affectionate toward her partner, 

I believe that petting is acceptable for the female before marriage 
when she is engaged to be married. 

I believe that petting is acceptable for the female before marriage 
when she is in love. 

I believe that petting is acceptable for the female before marriage 
when she feels strong affection for her partner. 

I believe that petting is acceptable for the female before marriage 
when she is not particularly affectionate toward her partner, 

I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the female 

before marriage when she is engaged to be married. 

I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the female 

before marriage when she is in love. 

I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the female 

before marriage when she feels strong affection for her partner, 

I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the female 

before marriage when she is not particularly affectionate for her 
partner, 

I believe that full sexual relations is acceptable for the female before 
marriage when there is no particular affection and that this type of re- 
lationship is just about as acceptable as full sexual relations which 
involve strong affection or love, 


After you have completed the questions above, place an X beside the one statement 
in the male list and the one statement in the female list which you feel most 
nearly expresses how far you feel the male should go and how far you feel the fe- 
male should go. 


PART IV 


ee 


a) Explain briefly in the space provided below your reasons for choosing the 
two statements beside which you placed an X above. Why do you think they 
were good?: 

b) Briefly state your reasons against those statements for both male and 
female which you rejected above. Why do you think they were not good, or 
why do you think they were wrong? 

a) How do you feel your standards compare with those of your parents? 


(Mother's Standards) (Father's Standards) 
1) Very similar 1) Very similar 
2) Similar 2) Similar 
3) Somewhat similar 3) Somewhat similar 
4) Somewhat dissimilar 4) Somewhat dissimilar 
5) Dissimilar 5) Dissimilar 
6) Very dissimilar 6) Very dissimilar 


b) If at all dissimilar, do you feel your standards are more or less strict 
than those of your parents? 
a) How do you feel your standards compare with those standards of others 
your own age? 
1) Very similar 4) Somewhat dissimilar 
2) Similar 5) Dissimilar 
3) Somewhat similar 6) Very dissimilar 
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b) If at all dissimilar, do you feel your standards are more or less 
strict than those of others your own age? 
4. a) How do you feel your standards compare with those standards of your 
very close friends? 


1) Very similar 4) Somewhat dissimilar 
2) Similar 5) Dissimilar 
3) Somewhat similar 6) Very dissimilar 


b) If at all dissimilar, are your standards more or less strict than 
those of your very close friends? 
5. I believe that there is something basically nasty and dirty about most 
sex before marriage. (Circle one only). 
AGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
DISAGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
6. a) Men should be allowed more freedom than women in sexual behavior 
before marriage, How do you feel about this attitude? (Circle one) 
AGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
DISAGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
b) If you agreed with the above statement, did you do so because you feel 
that this is the way the world is and it's too difficult to change? 
7. a) Men and women should be allowed to participate equally in sex in 
accordance with the same standard, How do you feel about this 
attitude? (Circle one) 
AGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
DISAGREE: 1) Strong 2) Medium 3) Slight 
b) If you disagreed with this statement, was it because you feel it is 
morally wrong or because you feel it is too difficult to change the way 
the world is? 
8. Are you happy with or satisfied with the social codes and standards of 
our society on pre-marital sexual relationships? Yes, No, Uncertain, 
9. If 'no' or 'uncertain' are you dissatisfied or critical about some of 
these codes because they appear to you to be: (Check one) 
1) Confusing : 4) Hyprocritical 
2) Unjust or unfair to human nature 5) Other (specify) 
3) Narrow-minded or bigoted 

10, Are you confused as to what is right and wrong with respect to pre- 

marital sexual relationships? Yes, No, To a certain extent, 

11. Do you ‘believe the churches (or synagogues) in their teaching and 
standards provide a satisfactory and realistic guide for one's behavior 
with respect to the other sex? Yes, No, Uncertain. 

12. If 'no' to above, do you consider them to be: (Check one) 


1) Impractical or unrealistic 5) Hypocritical 

2) Outdated 6) I'm uncertain as to what they 
3) Inconsistent are 

4) Narrow-minded 7) Other (specify) 


13. Which of the following statements is true for you: 
1) I used to try to stick to the churches' teachings on pre-marital 
behavior, but lately I've quit trying. 
2) I have always and still now try to follow the churches' teaching 
on sex, 
3) Neither in the past, nor today, do I attempt to adhere to the 
churches' teachings on pre-marital behavior, 
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PART V 


The following statements deal with various ways in which husbands and wives 
may play their parts in marriage. Please respond to all of the statements; 


are interested in your attitudes towards both the husband's and the wife's 


we 
activities. Answer by writing a number in the blank, according to the 
following key: Strong - 6 Slight - 3 
AGREE: Medium - 5 DISAGREE: Medium - 2 
Slight - 4 Strong - l 
IN MY MARRIAGE I EXPECT: 
1. That if there is a difference of opinion, the husband will decide where 
to ‘Live, 
2. The husband to help with the housework even if the wife does not work 
outside the home. 
3. The wife to combine motherhood and a career 6f that proves possible. 
4, The husband to be the "boss'' who says what is to be done and what is not 
to be done, 
5. The husband to leave the care of the children entirely up to the wife 
when they are babies, 
6. The husband to be as interested in spending time with the girls as with 
the boys in our family. 
7. That if the wife prefers a career to having children, the husband will 
accept that decision and cooperate, 
8. That for the most successful family living both husband and wife will 
need more than a high school education. 
9. It will be more important for the wife to be a good cook and housekeeper 
than to be an attractive, interesting companion. 

10. That the family ''schedule" such as when meals are served and when the 
television can be turned on will be determined by the husband's wishes and 
working hours. 

11. Both the husband and wife will share the responsibility for work in the 
home if both work outside the home. 

12. If the husband is a good worker, respectable and faithful to his family, 
other personal characteristics are of considerably less importance, 

13. It will be more important that the wife have a good family background than 
that she have a compatible personality and get along well with people, 

14. That almost all money matters will be decided by the husband, 

15. That the husband and wife shall have equal privileges in such things as 
going out at night. 

16. That the husband's major responsibility to our children will be to make 
a good living, provide a home and make them mind. 

17. That since doing things like laundry, cleaning, and child care are "woman's 
work,'' the husband will feel no responsibility for them, 

18, That if the husband helps with the housework, the wife will help with 
outside chores such as keeping the yard, painting or repairing the house, 

19, That the husband and wife will have equal voice in decisions affecting 
the family as a whole. 

20. That after marriage the wife will forget an education and make a home for 


the husband, 
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What decision would you press for if in your marriage the wife had 
the opportunity to take a higher ranking or higher paying job than 


the husband's job? 


AG 


(Both men and women answer). Why? 


Strong - 6 Slight - 3 
REE: Medium - 5 DISAGREE: Medium - 2 
Slight - 4 Strong - l 


IN MY MARRIAGE I EXPECT: 
The wife to work outside the home if she enjoys working more than 
staying at home. 
That both the husband and the wife will concern themselves equally 
with the social and emotional development of the children. 

It will be just as important for the husband to be congenial, love 

and enjoy his family as to earn a good living. 

That it will be the husband's responsibility and privilege to choose 
where we will go and what we will do when we go out, 

That it will be equally as important for the wife to be affectionate 
and understanding as to be thrifty and skillful in housekeeping. 

For the wife to manage her time so that she can show a genuine interest 
in what our children do, 
That where husband and wife are both professionals, in cases of conflict 
the husband's career will take precedence over the wife's career. 

That the wife will let the husband tell her how to vote. 
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33. 


What do you believe is the ideal number of children for a family to 


have? 

How do 
Kk) 
2) 
3) 


4) 


5) 
6) 


7) 


you feel about the wife's working following your marriage? (Check on 
approve of her working only before we have children, 

not approve of her working under any circumstances, 

approve of her working whether we have young children at 


I would 
I would 
I would 
home or 
I would 
have no 


not, 


approve only if we needed the money and as long as we 


children. 


(Men only) I would leave the decision completely to my wife. 
(Women only) I would leave the decision completely to my 
husband, 


Other. ( 


Specify). 


Under which of the following conditions to you believe it is acceptable 
for a married couple to obtain a divorce? (Check one or more) 

If the couple no longer love each other and are not happy to- 
even if there are children. 

If the couple no longer love each other and are not happy to- 
gether, and there are no children, 

If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each other, 

even if there are children, 

Only if the children were suffering from the eae marriage. 
If the couple fight and are beginning to hate each earners and 


1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 
5) 


gether, 


there ar 


e no children. 


6) I believe that divorce is never justified. 
Are there any circumstances under which you believe a married couple 


should get a divorce? If yes, 


please describe the circumstances? 
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PART VI 


1. Think of the things which are most important to you. Which three of 
the following are the most important to you in the long run? Please 
number your choices in order of preference: lst, 2nd, and 3rd. 

a) Making money and buying things. 

b) Doing things for other people. 

c) Keeping healthy and fit, 

d) Politics or community affairs. 

e) Religious activities, 

f) Being liked and respected by others. 

g) Being highly skilled at work I enjoy doing. 
h) Being a just and honest person, 

i) Family ties and relationships. 

j) Being independent and one's own boss, 

2, If you had a great deal of money, would you study as hard as you do now? 
Are you pretty sure of that? Very sure, Fairly sure, Not too sure, 

3. Would you say that the WORST thing about being sick is that your work 
does not get done? 

4, Would you say that you work like a slave at everything you do until you 
are satisfied with the results? Are you pretty sure of that? Very sure, 

. Fairly sure, Not too sure. 

5. Would you say that it is all right for a man to take off from work now 
and then if there is something else he would rather do? Do you feel 
pretty strongly about that? Very strongly, Not too strongly, Fairly 
strongly. 

6. Would you say that most people spend too much time working and not 
enough time enjoying life? Do you feel pretty strongly about that? 
Very strongly, Fairly strongly, Not too strongly. 


Respond to the following items by writing a number in the ( ) according to 
the following key: 


Strong - 6 Slight - 3 
AGREE: Medium - 5 DISAGREE: Medium - 2 
Slight - 4 Strong - 1 


7. A child should be required to consult his parents before making any kind 
of decision, 
8. A child should not plan to enter any occupation his parents don't approve 
cope 
9. It is wicked for children to disobey their parents, 
10. <A good way to discipline a child is to shame him before his playmates, 
11. Children should fear their parents to some degree, 
12. A child should always accept the decision of his parents. 
13. Parents should never enter a child's room without his permission, 
14, It is best to give children the impression that parents have no faults. 
15. Children should often be allowed to have their own way. 


In my marriage, I expect: 

16, That if the wife can cook, sew, keep house, and care for children any 
other kind of education for her is unnecessary, 

17. That having compatible personalities will be considerably less important 
to us than such characteristics as being religious, honest, and hard- 
working. 
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It will be only natural that the husband will be the one concerned about 
politics and what is going on in the world, 

The wife to accept the fact that the husband will devote most of his 
time to getting ahead and becoming a success. 

That the wife will generally prefer talking about something like 
clothes, places to go, and "women's interests'' to talking about com- 
plicated international and economic affairs. 

The wife to say at home to care for the husband and children instead 
of using time attending club meetings, and entertainment outside the 
home. 

That since the husband must earn a living, he can't be expected to take 
time to "play" with the children, 

That an education is important for the wife whether or not she works 
outside the home, 

That the wife will keep herself informed and active in the work ot the 
community. 

That it is the wife's job rather than the husband's to set a good 
example and see that our family goes to church, 

It will be more important that the husband is ambitious and a good 
provider than that he is kind, understanding and gets along well with 
people, 

To fit the wife's life to the husband's. 

That managing and planning for spending money will be shared in by 
husband and wife. 

The husband to manage his time so that he will be able to share in the 
care of the children. 

That we will permit the children to share, according to their 
abilities, with the parents in making family decisions, 

The husband to help wash or dry dishes most of the time, 

The husband to be entirely responsible for earning the living for 

our family. : 

That staying at home with the children will be the wife's duty rather 
than the husband's, 

The husband to make most of the decisions concerning the children such 
as where they will go and what they may do. 

That it will be exclusively the wife's duty to do the cooking and 
keeping the house in order, 

That the husband will forget about an education after he is. married and 
support his wife. 


About how many times during the past 30 days have you consumed: Beer? 
Wine? Hard Liquor (whiskey, vodka, gin, etc.)? 


Strong - 6 Slight - 3 
AGREE: Medium - 5 DISAGREE: Medium - 2 
Slight - 4 Strong - 1 


In my marriage I expect: 


38, 


39, 


That the husband and wife will share household tasks according to 
individual interests and abilities rather than according to "woman's 
work" and ''man's work". 

The husband to earn a good living if he expects love and respect from 
his family. 
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40. Whether or not the wife works will be largely the husband's decision, 

41, As our children grow up the boys will be more the husband's respon- 
sibility while the girls will be the wife's responsibility. 

42, That the wife will take full responsibility for care and training 
of our children so that my husband can devote his time to his work, 

43, The wife to gracefully accept whatever money the husband feels that he 
can give her. 

44, My children to be planned with the aid of birth control devices. 

45, That money will be spent to provide comforts and enjoyments, rather 
than saved. 


46, In my marriage I want the wife to be (Men and women check one) 
1) Housewife and mother to our children only. 
2) Employed at productive and interesting work, but only after 
the children are in high school. 
3) Able to pursue a work career, with children taken care of 
by babysitters as necessary. 
4) Primarily a career woman, who has babies only if they will not 
handicap her career, and may be childless, 
5) I don't know; I'm torn between and (please write in 
numbers of alternatives). 
6) I'm quite confused about the whole thing. 
47. How many children would you like to have after marriage? 


PART VII 


We are interested in the kinds of sexual experiences which people have had 
because it appears that there is a trend toward increasing sexual experience, 
and because we. are interested in the relationship between peoples experience 
and their attitudes. Again, your complete frankness will be appreciated, 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS AN ANONYMOUS QUESTIONNAIRE, 


1. At what age did you first begin petting? (As defined on page 6.) 

2. About how many people have you engaged in petting with, in all? 

3. How many of these were you in love with, at the time? 

4, With how many people have you engaged in petting below the belt, in all? 
Did your experience involve: boy petting girl only? girl petting boy 
only? both petting each other? 

5. How many of these were you in love with, at the time? 

6. How many of these were you going steady with, at the time? 

7. How many of these were you engaged to, at the time? 

8, With how many people have you ever had sexual intercourse? 

9. If you have had sexual intercourse, please answer the following questions. 
(Others may skipon to question #20, but only if you are sexually not 
experienced. ) 

10. How many times (about) did you have intercourse with the first person, 
in all? 

11. How many times did you have intercourse with the second person, in all? 

12. How many times did you have intercourse with the third person, in all? 

13. How many times did you have intercourse with the fourth person, in all? 

14. How many of these people were you in love with, at the time? 
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15. How many of these were you going steady with, at the time? 
16. How many of these people were you engaged to, at the time? 
17, The first time you engaged in sexual intercourse, would you say 
that it was primarily 
1) A joint decision on the part of yourself and your partner? 
2) Because of your own initiative? and insistence? 
3) Because of your partner's initiative? and insistence? 
4) Other (specify) 
18. In regard to the first time you had sex intercourse, please think 
back and answer the following questions as well as you can, 
a) What kinds of justifications did you have for your intercourse 
experience, 
b) How well did you succeed in justifying your behavior to 
yourself? (Check one) 


1) Very well 4) Not very well 
2) Moderately well 5) Did not succeed at it 
3) Somewhat 6) I did not have to justify it 


c) To what extent were you bothered by guilt feelings after that 
first sexual experience? Mark an X on the line below. 


Haunted No Guilt 
By Guilt! ! ' i ! J ! ! ! , yPAt ALT 


1 a ss | ! 1 er 


d) Did you afterward regret having participated in the experience? 
Why, or why not? 

e) Do you now feel that the experience was basically a good one, or 
a bad one? Why do you feel so? 

19, If you have engaged in sexual intercourse, did you or your partner 
take precautions to prevent pregnancy? In all cases, Almost every 
time, Most times, Occasionally, Rarely, Never. 

20. What would be your reaction, if you had a 19 year old sister living 
away from home, and you discovered that she and a university student 
were living together, though not married? Place an X on the line below 
to indicate your reaction: 


Very Much Not at 
Shocked ! : : ' : : : ; : : | All Shocked 


ee 


21. How would you characterize your current attitude toward people having 
intercourse before they are married, and why do you feel that way? 

22, About how many of your close personal friends have experienced sex 
intercourse before marriage, would you say? All of them, Most of them, 
Many, Some, A few, None, 

23. There is evidence that in many parts of North America it is not too 
uncommon for boy-girl couples to live together in semi-permanent re- 
lationships without being married. Do you know of any couples living 
together in this way? How many? If yes: 

a) Are any of them friends of yours? How many? 

b) Were, or are, any of your brothers or sisters involved in 
such relationships? 

c) How many sisters? Brothers? 

24, How do you feel about relationships of this kind? 

25. What would you say are the disadvantages of such relationships? 

26, What would you say are the advantages? 

27, Would you say that such a relationship is justified? If so, under 
what circumstances? 
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28. Have you ever been involved in such a relationship? How many times? 
If no, skip to question #36 on the next page. IF YES: 

29. How long did the relationship last? 

30. What would you say were the advantages of it? 

31. What would you say were the disadvantages of it? 

32. Were you in love with your relationship partner? 

33. Would you have liked to marry your relationship partner? Why, or 
why not? 

34. If the relationship is now ended, how and why did it end? 

35. If you are still in the relationship, can you see any difficulties 
developing that are likely to end the relationship? If so, what 
are they? 


Circle your response to each of the following: (Strongly agree, Agree, 

Disagree, Strongly disagree) 

36. Sometimes I feel all alone in the world, 

37. I don't get invited out by friends as often as I'd really like, 

38. Sometimes I have the feeling that other people are taking advantage 
of me. 

39. People's ideas change so much that I wonder if we'll ever have any- 
thing to depend on, 

40, ess oN atta to be responsible for bringing up a little child, 

41, There just aren't any definite rules to live by. 

42. I often wonder if there is any meaning to life. 

43. There are so many decisions that have to be made today that some- 
times I could just "blow up". 

44, The only thing you can be sure of today is that you can be sure of 
nothing. 

45. There are few dependable ties between people any more, 

46. The way life is today, there's not much room for choice even in 
personal matters. 

47, The future looks very dismal. 


PART VIII 


1. At what age and from whom, did you learn the facts about sex? 
2. How would you rate the adequacy of the instruction about sex you 
received from your parents? 
1) Entirely adequate 4) Very inadequate 
2) Reasonably adequate 5) I received none at all 
3) Somewhat inadequate 
3. a) Have your attitudes toward sexual behavior changed since you have 
begun dating? Yes, No. 
b) If yes, have they become more strict, or less strict? 
4. a) I believe that my sexual behavior and the sexual standards in which 
I believe are: (Circle one) 
In agreement with each other: 1) Strong, 2) Medium, 3) Slight. 
In disagreement with each other: 1) Strong, 2) Medium, 3) Slight. 
b) Please explain your answer if your sexual behavior differs from your 
sexual standards. 
5. Have you engaged in intimate behavior beyond your usual standards because 
you were somewhat under the influence of alcohol? Very Frequently, 
Frequently, Occasionally, Seldom, Never. (Check one) 
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Which of those sexual acts that once made you feel guilty have you 

come to accept? 

Which of those sexual acts that once made you feel guilty have you 

stopped performing? 

How well do you think you live up to your present standards in regard 

to sexual behavior? Very closely, Closely, Not so well, Pretty badly. 

If you had a different standard of sexual behavior before your 

present one, how well do you think you lived up to that one? 

Very closely, Closely, Not so well, Pretty badly, No different 

previous standard. 

Are you content today with the level of agreement between your behavior 

and your standards of sexual behavior? Almost fully so, Mostly, 

Somewhat, Not content, 

Summarize your feelings toward your past serious relationships as a 

whole. Do you feel that they have been helpful or harmful in the 

formation of your present attitudes? Explain. 

How many years have you been at this school? 

a) Have your sexual standards changed since you came here? If yes, 
are they more strict, or less strict now? 

b) Has your sexual behavior changed since you have been here? If 
yes, is it more strict or less strict now? 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION, Please 
return the schedule to the assistant 
who gave it to you, 
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APPENDIX B 


Questionnaire Filled Out by French Canadian Sample Members 
PREMIERE PARTIE 
i. sexe 2. Quel age avez-vous? 
3. Combien avez-vous de fréres ainés de soeurs ainées 
4. Combien avez-vous de fréres cadets de soeurs cadettes 


5. Ou étes-vous né(e)? 
(Ville) (Province) (Pays) 


“uf s : 
6. Avez-vous déja vecu dans une région rurale? Combien de temps? 


7. Avant la fin de vos études secondaires, combien de fois vous et 
votre famille, avez déménagé? 


8. Ou étes-vous demeuré le plus longtemps? 
(Ville) (Province) (Pays) 


9. Combien de temps étes-vous demeuré a cet endroit? 
10. Quelle était la grandeur de la population de cette localité? 


11. Ou est né votre pére? 


(Ville) (Province) (Pays) 
12. OU est nee votre mére? 
(Ville) (Province) (Pays) 
13. Parmi vos grands-parents, combien sont nés au Canada? sur 4 


14. Quelle est l'occupation de votre pere? (S'il est décédé ou retiré, 
quelle était sa derniére occupation) Soyez tres spécifique 


15. Quel nombre d'années d'étude votre pére a-t-il complété? 


‘est pas allé a l'école ( ) - 12 a 15 années 


-n 

= tea années ( ) - 16 et plus ( ) 
- 4 a 7 annees ( ) - je ne le sais pas ( ) 
- 8 a 11 années ( ) 


16. Quel nombre d'années d'étude votre mére a-t-elle complété? 


- n'est pas allée a 1'école ( ) - 12 a 15 années ( ) 
- 1 a 3 années ( ) - 16 et plus ( ) 
- 4 a7 années (____) - je ne le sais pas ( ) 
- 8 a 1l années ( ) ; 
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17. Avant la fin de vos études secondaires, votre mere a-t-elle 
travaillé a l'extérieur du foyer? 
- Oui 
- Non (passez a la question 20) ( ) 


Quel genre de travail faisait-elle? 


18. Pendant combien de temps a-t-elle travaillé avant la fin de vos 


études secondaires? 
eee Se Cee we ee ees fie 2 


‘ <a : 
19, Quel age aviez-vous lorsqu'elle a commencé a travailler? 


20. Votre pére est-il vivant? Si non, depuis combien de temps 


est il décédé? 


21. Vos parent vivent-(vivaient) ils ensemble? Si non, sont-ils 
séparés ou divorcés? Depuis combien de temps? 


22, Votre mére a-t-elle déja été marigée avant son mariage actuel? 
23. Votre pere a-t-il déja été marié avant son mariage actuel? 


24. Quel age avait votre pére quand il s'est marié pour la premiére 
fois? 


25. Quel Age avait votre mére quand elle s'est mariée pour la premiére 
fois? 


26. Combien avez-vous de fréres mariés? 


27. Combien avez-vous de soeurs mariées? 


28. Parmi vos belle-soeurs, combien ont travaillé aprés leur mariage? 
Je n'ai pas de belle-soeurs 


29. Parmi vos belle-soeurs, combien ont travaillé aprés avoir eu leur 
premier enfant? Je n'ai pas de belle-soeurs 


30. En quelle faculté ou école étes-vous inscrit? 


31. En quelle année du cours étes-vous inscrit? 
32. Quel est le prochain dipl@me que vous obtiendrez? 
33. Quelle fut la moyenne de vos résultats scolaires l'an dernier? 


34. Quelle fut la moyenne de vos résultats de votre derniére année 
d'&tude secondaire? 


35. A quelle religion apartenez-vous? 


36. Combien de fois par mois, fréquentez-vous L'église? 
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1. jamais Ser A ) 6. 4 fois par mois ( ) 
2 1 ou 2 fois par annee ( ) 7. 5 a8 fois par mois ( ) 
3. 1 fois par mois ( ) 8. 9a 12 fois par mois ( ) 
4. 2 fois par mois ( ) 9, plus de 12 fois par mois ( ) 
5 3 fois par mois ( ) 
Vous considérez-vous comme étant: 
Trés religieux ( ) Peu religieux ( ) 
Modérément religieux ( ) Pas religieux du tout ( ) 
Considérez-vous votre pere comme étant 
Tres religieux ( ) Pas religieux du tout ( ) 
Modérément religieux  ( ) Je ne le sais pas ( ) 
Peu religieux ( ) 
Considérez-vous votre mére comme étant 
Trés religieuse ( ) Pas religieuse du tout ( ) 
Modérément religieuse ( Je ne le sais pas ( ) 
Peu religieuse ( ) 
A quel montant, estimez-vous le revenu de vos parents (péere & mére) 
l'an passé? 
1, Moins de 2,500 ( ya Oe 77,501< 879,000 ( ) 
2. 4750l.a 4,000 ( ) 7S. 00 laa 212000 ( ) 
3.._ 4,001 a 5,000 ( yn es i O0lsa 155000 ( ) 
4. 5,001 a 6,000 ) 9. Plus de 15,000 ( ) 
5646, 00a 7, 500 ( ) 
Quel est votre statut civil? 
Célibataire ) 
Marié (passez a la question 47) ( ) 
Séparé ou divorcé ( ) 
Autres (spécifiez) ( ) 
Etes-vous membre d'une confrerie? (Association de personnes pour 
une oeuvre pieuse ou charitable) 
(Pour les hommes seulement) 
Avez-vous votre permis de conduire? 
Avez-vous une voiture? 
(Pour les femmes seulement) 
Parmi vos "amis de gargons" combien possédent une voiture? 
1. Tous C 2h) 4. Aucun ( ) 
2. La majorité ( )) 5S. “Je n'ai pas d‘“amis de ‘( ) 
3. Quelques-uns (ae) garcons" 
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45. Ou demeurez-vous actuellement? 


Dans la maison d'étudiant(e) du campus ( ) 
. Dans ma famille ( ) 
Je partage un logement avec une (des) personnes ( ) 
Je demeure seul dans un logement ( ) 
ae, 
ot 
Kec 


Je demeure dans une confrérie 
Je demeure avec des parents 
. Autres (spécifiez) 


NOUHP WN HE 


46. Vous serait-il possible de recevoir dans votre chambre une personne 
de sexe opposé et cela seul avec elle pendant quelques heures? 


Toujours ( ) Occasionnellement ( ) 
Fréquemment ( ) Jamais ( ) 


47, Parmi vos bons amis (ies), combien y en a-t-il qui sont mariés (i€es)? 


Tous ( ) Trés peu 
Plusieurs ( ) Aucun (passez a la question 
Que lques-uns ( ) 52) 6 ) 


49. Parmi ceux-ci, combien travaillent (si c'est une amie) ou combien 
ont une €pouse qui travaille? 


Tous ( ) Trés peu e-E) 
Plusieurs ( ) Aucun es ES | 
Que lques-uns ( ) 


50. Parmi ceux-ci, combien ont au moins un enfant? 


Tous ( 5) Tres peu G5) 
Plusieurs ( ) Aucun (passez a la question 

- Quelques-uns ( ) ss ay a | ) 

51. Parmi ceux-ci, combien d'épouses ont continue a travailler aprés 

avoir eu leur premier enfant? 
Tous ( ) Trés peu ( ) 
Plusieurs ( ) Aucun ( ) 
Que lques-uns ( ) 


52. Dans quelle mesure vous considérez-vous attrayant pour l'autre sexe? 


Enormément ( ) Peu boast) 
Beaucoup ( ») Trés peu Go) 
Assez ( ) 


DEUXIEME PARTIE 


1. Quel age aviez-vous lorsque vous avez commencé a"sortir" avec des 
personnes du sexe opposé? 


2. Comment estimez-vous votre situation actuelle face 4 l'autre sexe? 
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a) Aucune relation avec l'autre sexe ( ) 
b) Je fréquente plusieurs personnes différentes ( ) 
c) Je fréquente une seule personne, mais nos fréquentations 
ne sont qu'amicales ( ) 
d) Je fréquente une seule personne et nos fréquentations 
sont sérieuses (Passez a@ la question 4) ( ) 
e) Je suis fiancé(e) (Passez a la question 5) ( ) 
f) Je suis marié(e) (Passez a la question 6) ( ) 
g) Je suis séparé(e) ou divorce(e) (Passez @ la question 6) Cie ay 
h) Je vis avec une personne de l'autre sexe sans étre marie (e) 
a celle-ci. (Passez a la question 6) ) 
Avez-vous deja fréquenté(e) seriéusement une personne? 
Avez-vous deja eté fiancé(e)? 
Combien de fois par mois rencontrez-vous un ami (une amie) ou 
votre fiancé(e)? 
Qu'est-ce qui décrit le mieux vos relations avec votre péere? 
a) Mon pére et moi sommes de trés grands amis ( ) 
b) Nous nous entendons bien ( ) 
c) Je ne dialogue pas avec mon pere et il me laisse libre de 
mes actions ( ) 
d) Mon pére cherche a exercer une autorité sur moi mais il n'y 
parvient pas. ( ) 
e) Nous sommes perpétuellement en conflit ( 
f) Ne s'applique pas ( ) 
Qu'est-ce qui décrit le mieux vos relations avec votre mere? 
a) Ma mére et moi sommes de trés grands amis ( ) 
b) Nous nous entendons bien X ( ) 
c) Je ne dialogue pas avec ma mere et elle me laisse libre 
de mes actions ( ) 
d) Ma mere cherche 3 exercer une autorite sur moi, mais elle 
n'y parvient pas ( ) 
e) Nous sommes perpétuellement en conflit ( ) 
f) Ne s'applique pas ( ) 
Comment estimez-vous vos relations avec votre famille? 
a) Trés heureuse ( ) (d) Non satisfaisante ( ) 
b) Heureuse ( ) (e) Malheureuse ( ) 
c) Satisfaisante ( ) (£) Tr&és malheureuse ( ) 
Comment décririez-vous le type d'€ducation que vous avec re¢cu 
dans votre famille? 
a) Trés autoritaire ( ) d) Entiérement libre ( ) 
b) Ferme ( ) e) Inconsistante: parfois 
c) Permissive ( ) ferme, parfois libre ( ) 
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Pour chacune des phrases suivantes, indiquez votre niveau d' accord 
ou de désaccord en leur attribuant un "score" allant de 1 jusqu'a 
4 od: 


1. Entiérement d'accord 

2. Partiellement d'accord 

3,  Partiellement en desaccord 

4, Entiérement en desaccord 

L'amour vrai conduit au bonheur parfait ( ) 
Il n'existe qu'un seul véritable amour pour une personne ( ) 
Le véritable amour se reconnait immédiatement ( ) 
Bien qu'un amour passé puisse apparaitre moins fort qu'un 

amour présent, cet amour passé a pu tre vrai. ( ) 
Le doute peut envahir le véritable amour. ( ) 
Le véritable amour est €ternel. ( ) 
Le conflit fait partie du véritable amour. ( ) 


Lorsque quelqu'un est en amour, la personne qu'il aime 
devient le seul but de sa vie. 


TROISIEME PARTIE 


N.B. Dans ce questionnaire, l'expression: 


CARESSE signifit: caresses des zones érogénes d'une personne de 
sexes oppose (caresses des seins ou des organes 
sexue ls) 


FAIRE L'AMOUR signifit: l'acte par lequel un homme et une femme 
; entretiennent une relation sexuelle 
enti@re, méme si cet acte est posé avec 
l'aide de méthodes contraceptives: 
c'est le cott. 


Pour chacune des phrases suivantes, indiquez votre niveau d' accord 
ou de désaccord a l'aide d'un chiffre allant de 1 jusqu'a 4 od: 


Entierement d'accord 
Partiellement d'accord 


& 
ae 
3. Partiellement en desaccord 
4, Entiérement en desaccord 


Je crois que le baiser est acceptable pour l'homme: 


1. Avant le mariage, s'il est fiancé. ( ) 


2. Lorsqu'il est en amour. ( ) 
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Lorsqu'il affectionne beaucoup sa partenaire. 
Lorsqu'il n'affectionne pas sa partenaire. 

Je crois que la ''caresse"' est acceptable pour l'homme. 
Avant le mariage, s'il est anes, 

Lorsqu'il est en amour. 

Lorsqu'il affectionne beaucoup sa partenaire. 


Lorsqu'il n'affectionne pas sa partenaire. 


Je _crois que faire l'amour est acceptable pour l'homme: 


Avant le mariage, s'il est fiance. 

Lorsqu'il est en amour. 

Lorsqu'il affectionne beaucoup sa partenaire. 
Lorsqu'il n'affectionne pas sa partenaire. 

Je crois que le baiser ast acceptable pour la femme: 
Avant le mariage, si elle est fiancée. 

Lorsqu'elle est en amour. 

Lorsqu'elle affectionne beaucoup son partenaire. 


Lorsqu'elle n'affectionne pas son partenaire. 


Je _crois que la “caresse'' est acceptable pour la femme: 


Avant le mariage, si elle est fiancée. 
Lorsqu'elle est en amour. 
Lorsqu'elle affactionne beaucoup son partenaire. 


Lorsqu'elle n'affectionne pas son partenaire. 


eae 


Je crois que "faire l'amour" est acceptable pour la femme: 


Avant le mariage, si elle est fiancée. 
Lorsqu'elle est en amour. 
Lorsqu'elle affactionne beaucoup son partenaire. 


Lorsqu'elle n'affectionne pas son partenaire. 
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° . 
Pouvez-vous nous dire briévement quelles raisons vous poussent a 
i . - v4 
étre d'accord ou non avec les activités ci-dessus mentionnées? 
(Sur quels critéres repose votre jugement?) 


QUATRIEME PARTIE 


Comment considérez-vous votre fagon de voir les choses, vos valeurs, 
\ 
votre morale, par rapport a: 


Votre mére 


a) Identique ( 
b) Semblable ( 
c) Différente ( 
d) Opposée ( 


Les gens de votre génération 


a) Identique 
b) Semblable 
c) Différente 
d) Opposée 


(eer 
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Comment considérez-vous votre fagon de voir 


a a 


x 
votre morale, par rapport a: 


® 
Votre mere 


a) Plus stricte ( 


) 


b) Egalement stricte ( ) 


c) Moins stricte ( 


) 


Les gens de votre génération 


a) Plus stricte 


oe 


) 


b) Egalement stricte ( ) 


c)-Moins stricte ( 


) 


a) 
b) 
c) 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Votre pére 


a) Identique ( ) 
b) Semblable ( ) 
c) Différente ( ) 
d) Opposeé ( ) 
Vos bons amis(ies) 

a) Identique ( ) 
b) Semblable ( ) 
c) Différente ( ) 
d) Oppose) ( ) 


les choses, vos valeurs, 


Votre Pére 


Plus stricte ( ) 
Egalement stricte( ) 
Moins stricte ( ) 


Vos bons amis(ies) 


Plus stricte ( ) 
Egalement stricte( ) 
Moins stricte ( ) 


L'homme doit @tre plus libre que la femme dans son comportement 


sexuel avant la mariage. 


Entiérement d'accord 
Partiellement d'accord 


Partiellement en désaccord 


CXE S| 
ES 
(question 5) ( ) 


Entiérement en désaccord (question 


5) ( ) 


Etes-vous d'accord avec la phrase précédente parce que vous croyez 
que dans la réalité l'homme a toujours &té plus libre que la femme 


et qu'il serait trés difficile de changer cela? 
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Etes-vous satisfait des régles qui, dans notre société, limitent 
la sexualité avant le mariage. 


Oui (question 7) ( ) Incertain ( ) Non ( ) 
Si vous n'etes pas satisfait ou si vous étes incertain, est-ce 
parce que les régles vous apparaissent comme: 

Confuses ( ) Hypocrites ( ) 
Inhumaines ( ) Autres (spécifiez) ( ) 
Etroites d'esprit ( ) 

En ce qui concerne la sexualité pré-maritale, avez-vous une idée 
claire de ce qui est correct et de ce qui ne l'est pas? 

Oui ( ) Oui jusqu'a un certain point ( ) Non ( ) 
Croyez-vous qu'en ce qui concerne la sexualité pré-maritale, 
l'enseignement de 1l'Eglise catholique forme un guide fiable, 
satisfaisant et réaliste? 

Oui (question 10) ( ) Incertain ( ) Non ( ) 


Si "Non" ou "Incertain" a la question précédente, est-ce parcd que 
vous considérez cet enseignement comme: 


Irréaliste ( ) Etroit d'esprit ( ) 
Dépasse ( ) Hypocrite ( ) 
Inconsistant ( ) Autres (spécifiez ( ; 


Laquelle des phrases suivantes est vraie pour vous: 


a) En ce qui concerne la sexualité pré-maritale, j'avais 1'habitude 
de respecter l'enseignement de l'Eglise, mais depuis quelque 


temps, je ne le respecte plus. ( ) 
b) J'ai toujours et je respecte encore l'enseignement de 1'Eglise 

a ce sujet ( ) 
c) Je n'ai jamais tenu compte de l'enseignement de 1'Eglise 

a ce sujet. ( ) 


CINQUIEME PARTIE 


Indiquez votre niveau d'accord avec les phrases suivantes en leur 
attribuant un "score" allant de 1 jusqu'a 4 ou: 


1. Emntiérement d'accord 

2. Partiellement d'accord 

3.  Partiellement en désaccord 
4, Entiérement en désaccord 
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DANS MON MARIAGE JE M'ATTENDS A CE QUE: 


Si 1'&poux et 1'épouse ne sont oes d'accord sur le lieu de résidence, 
la décision finale reviendra a 1'époux. ( ) 


L'époux contribue aux travaux ménagers méme si 1'épouse ne 


travaille pas a l'exterieur. ( ) 

L "Epouse | concilie ses devoirs de mere et les exigences de son 

travail a l'extérieur si cela est possible. ( ) 

L'époux décide "ce qui doit se faire’ et "ce qui ne doit pas 

se faire”. ( ) 

L'gpoux laisse entiérement a l'épouse la tache de prendre soin 

des enfants de bas age. ( ) 
¢ : - 3 \ 

L'époux s'interesse autant a ses filles qu'a ses garcons ( ) 

Si l'épouse préfére poursuivre une carriére ad avoir des 

enfants, 1'époux acceptera cette décision. ( ) 

Il est nécessaire que les deux conjoints possédent une 

formation académique a peu prés égale. ( ) 

Il est plus important d'avoir une Epouse qui soit bonne 

menagere et bonne cuisiniére que d'avoir une épouse charmante 

et d'agréable compagnie. ( ) 


Le rithme de la vie familiale (l'heure des repas par exemple) 
devra étre synchronisé avec la vie professionnelle de 1' époux ( ) 


Si les deux conjoints travaillent a! extérieur, ils doivent 


se partager la responsabilité des travaux ménagers. ( ) 
Les traits de personnalité les plus importants pour un €poux 

sont: etre bon travailleur, étre respectueux et fidéle envers 

et a sa famille. ( ) 
Dans le choix q' une €pouse, on doit prendre plus en considération 
"la famille d' ou elle provient" que sa sociabilité et la 
compatibilité de son caractére avec le notre. ( ) 
Toute les décisions sur les questions monétaires devront 

@tre prises par 1'époux. 

L'époux et 1'épouse doivent avoir les mémes droits de "sortir 

seul le soir". ( ) 


En ce qui concerne les enfants, la responsabilite principale 
de 1'&poux est de leur fournir de bonnes conditions de vie et 
de former leur intelligence. ( ) 
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Puisque "faire le lavage", "nettoyer" et "prendre soin des 
enfants" sont des taches féminines, 1'€poux en sera dégagé. ( 


Si 1'époux assiste 1'épouse dans ses travaux ménagers, cette 
derni@re l'assistera dans ses travaux de jardinage et 
d'entretien de la maison. ( ) 


Au sujet des décisions concernant la famille comme as 
l'opinion de 1'époux et celle de 1l'épouse doivent @tre 


égalitaires. ( ) 
Aprés le mariage, 1'&pouse laissera tomber ses études et 
s'occupera a créer un foyer agréable pour 1'époux. ( ) 
St ok Epouse a l'opportunité d'avoir un emploi plus important 

et plus rémunérateur que celui de 1'époux, ce dernier doit 

laisser 1'&pouse libre de sa decision. ( ) 
L'epouse pourra travailler a l'extérieur si cela lui est 

plus agréable que de demeurer a la maison. ( ) 
Les conjoints sont également responsables de 1' épanouisse- 

ment social et émotionnel de leurs enfants. ( ) 
Il est aussi important pour L'époux d'@tre heureux en famille 

que d'avoir un travail a l'intérieur duquel il peut 

s'€panouir. ( ) 
Ce sera le privilége de 1'@poux de décider ot et comment le 

couple disposera de ses heures de loisirs. ( ) 
Il est aussi important pour l'épouse d'@tre affectueuse et 
compréhensive que d'étre bonne menagére. ( ) 
L'€pouse devra avoir un horaire qui lui permette d'exprimer 

de l'intérét aux activités de ses enfants. ( ) 
Si les deux conjoints sont professionels, en cas d'incom- 
patibilité ou de conflit entre les deux professions, celle de 
1'€poux devra avoir priorité. ( ) 
L'épouse laissera 1'€poux lui dire comment voter. ( ) 
Selon vous, quel est le nombre idéal d'enfants pour une 

famille? ( ) 
Que pensez-vous du travail de la femme aprés son mariage? 

(Ne faites qu'un seul crochet) ( ) 
a) je serais d'accord seulement s'il n'y a pas d'enfant ( ) 
b) je serais tout a fait contre ( ) 
c) je serais d'accord en toutes circonstances ( ) 
d) je serais d'accord si on a besoin d'argent ( ) 


e) je laisserais mon épouse libre de choisir ( ) 
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f) je laisserais mon époux libre de choisir 
g) autres (specifiez) 


Parmi les situations suivantes, lesquelles ou laquelle selon 


vous peut justifier un divorce? 


a) Si les pik Goes ne s'aiment plus et ne sont plus heureux 


ensemble, meme s'ils ont des enfants qui dependent d'eux 


b) Si les conjoints ne s'aiment plus et ne sont plus heureux 


ensemble et qu'ils n'ont pas d'enfant qui dépend d'eux 


c) Si les conjoints se battent et se détestent meme s'ils 
ont des enfants qui dependent d'eux 


d) Seulement si les enfants souffrent de 1'&chec de leur 
mariage 


e) Si les conjoints se battent et se détestent et s'ils 
n'ont pas d'enfant qui dépend d'eux. 


f) Je pense que le divorce n'est jamais justifié. 


SIXIEME PARTIE 


ie 


Parmi les différents items ci-dessous énumérés, quels sont 
ceux qui sont les plus importants pour vous. Indiquez-en 
trois par ordre de préférence: (ler, 2i@me, 3i@me) 


a) Faire de l'argent et acheter des choses 

b) Aider les autres gens 

c) Se garder en bonne santé 

d) La politique et les affaires communautaires 
e) Les activités religieuses 

f) Etre aimé et apprécié de tous 

g) Etre exceptionnel dans ce que je fais 

h) ‘Etre une personne juste et honnéte 

i) Les liens familiaux et l'amitié 

j) Etre indépendant et mon propore praton 


Si vous aviez beaucoup d'argent, €tudiriez-vous autant que 
vous le faites? Oui Non 


Diriez-vous que ce qu'il y a de plus désagréable dans le fait 


d'étre malade, c'est que pendant ce temps votre travail ne 
se fait pas? Oui Non 


Diriez-vous que vous travaillez avec acharnement sur quelque 


chose jusqu'a ce que vous soyez satisfait des résultats? 
Oui Non 


Pensez-vous qu'il soit correct qu'un homme néglige parfois 
son travail pour des choses qui l'intéressent d' avantage? 
Oui Non 
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Pensez-vous que la majorité des gens dépense trop de temps 


a travailler et pas assez a profiter de la vie? Oui 


Indiquez votre niveau d'accord avec les phrases suivantes 
en leur attribuant un "'score" allant de 1 jusqu'a 4 od: 


Entierement d'accord 

. Partiellement d'accord 
Partiellement en désaccord 
Entiérement en désaccord 


PWN re 


Avant de prendre une décision, un enfant devrait toujours 
consulter ses parents. 


Un enfant ne devriat pas faire de projets avec lesquels 
ses parents ne seaient pas d'accord. 


: » 
Il est mauvais qu'un enfant d&ésobéisse a ses parents. 


Une bonne fagon de corriger un enfant est de lui faire 
honte devant ses compagnons de jeu. 


Les eufaats devraient, dans une certaine mesure, craindre 
leurs parents. 


Un enfant devrait toujours accepter la décision de ses 
parents. 


Les parent ne devraient jamais entrer dans la chambre d'un 


enfant sans lui demander la permission. 


Il est préférable de donner aux enfants 1l'impression que les 


parents sont sans faute. 


On devrait souvent laisser les enfants agir a leur guise 


DANS MON MARIAGE JE M'ATTENDS A CE QUE: 


Si 1'épouse sait "faire la cuisine", "coudre" et "prendre 
soin des enfants", tout autre type d'éducation devient 
inutile. 


La compatibilité de caractére de 1'&poux et de 1'&pouse est 


moins importante que l'ensemble des qualités suivantes: 
religieux, bon travailleur, honnéte. 


Non 


hee: 


(s) 


Il est normal que 1'époux soit le seul interéss& aux questions 


de politiques internes et internationales. 


Il est naturel que 1'époux consacre la majorité de son temps 


a réaliser ses ambitions profesionnelles. 


L'épouse est plus intéressée A causer "mode", "cuisine", 
"enfant" qu'a causer "politique", "affaires economiques". 
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Il est préférable que 1'épouse consacre son temps a son 
® 

@époux et a ses enfants, plttot que de le consacrer a4 des 

réunions sociales ou culturelles. 


ee 


Puisque 1'époux doit gagner le "pain quotidien" de la famille, 


on ne peut exiger de lui qu'il amuse les enfants. 


Il est important que 1'épouse posséde une bonne éducation, 
indépendemment qu'elle travaille ou non a l'extérieur. 


cd ere AW 
L'épouse devra se renseigner au sujet des activités 
communautaires,. 


La responsabilité de 1'éducation religieuse des enfants 
revient plus a 1'épouse qu'a 1'€poux. 


Il est plus important pour un époux d'@tre ambitieux et bon 
1A < : 
pouvoyeur que d’etre doux, compréhensif et sociable, 


Il est nécessaire que la vie de 1'€pouse soit compatible 
avec celle de 1'époux. 


Les décisions touchant 1'administration du budget familial 
doivent étre prises €galement par l'époux et l'épouse. 


Il est nécessaire que 1'époux s'établisse un horaire qui lui 
permette de s'occuper de ses enfants. 


Dans la mesure de leurs capacités, les enfants doivent é@tre 
consultés lorsqu'il y a une décision a4 prendre au sujet de 
la famille. 


L'€poux doit aider 1'épouse 4 laver la vaisselle. 


La responsabilité de "faire vivre la famille" doit reposer 
uniquement sur 1'époux. 


La responsabilité de demeurer a la maison avec les enfants 
doit reposer surtout sur 1'épouse. 


Les décisions au sujet de ce que doivent faire les enfants 
ou des lieux qu'ils peuvent frequenter, reposent surtout sur 
1'€poux. 


L'entretien de la maison et la cuisine seront des taches 
resérvées uniquement a 1'épouse. 


Une fois marié, 1'€poux devra délaisser ses études pour 
assurer la sécurité matérielle de sa famille. 


Les taches ménagéres seront distribuées entre les conjoints 
en fonction des capacités de ces derniers plutét qu'en 
fonction du caractére proprement féminin ou masculin de ces 
A 

taches. 


) 


a= 
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39. Il est nécessaire que 1'&poux gagne un bon salaire s'il veut 


s'assurer le respect et l'amour de sa famille. ( ) 
40. Que 1'épouse travaille ou non & l'extérieur depend 

principalement de la décision de 1'époux. ( ) 
41. Lorsque les enfants vieillissent, les gargons deviennent 

plus la responsabilité du pére et les filles, celle de la 

mére ( ) 
42. L'épouse s'occupera des enfants afin de permettre A 1'époux 

de consacrer tout son temps a son travail. ( ) 
43. L'épouse doit accepter sans critiquer l'argent que lui donne 

son époux. ( ) 
44, Le nombre d'enfants sera contréler a l'aide de méthodes 

contraceptives. ( ) 


45. L'argent doit Etre utiliser a fournir du confort et du 
plaisir plutét qu'a @tre épargné. ( 


46. Dans mon mariage je veux que l'épouse soit: (Het F répondez 
en faisant I seul crochet) 


a) Ménagére et m@re de nos enfants seulement 

b) Participante a un travail intéressant mais seulement lorsque 
nos enfants seront 4 1'école secondaire 

c) Dans la possiblité de poursuivre une carié@re quelles que 
soient les conditions. 

d) Je ne le sais pas. 


47. Combien d'enfants désirez-vous avoir? 


37. Au cours du dernier mois, combien de fois avez-vous pris: 
de la biére du vin boissons fortes 


SEPTIEME PARTIE 


1. A quel age avez-vous eu votre premi@re expérience sexuelle avec 
une autre personne? 


4 - 5 ans ( ) 11 - 13 ans ( ) 
6 - 7 ans ( ) 14 - 16 ans ( ) 
8 - 10 ans ( ) 17 ans et plus ( ) 


2. Quelle était la nature de cette premiere experience sexuelle? 


Exibitionnisme ( ) Careeses des zones erogenes ( ) 
Voyeyrisme ( ) Autres (spécifiez ( ) 
Exibitionnisme/voyeurisme ( ) 
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Cette premiére expérience, avec qui l'avez-vous connue? 


Une personne du meme sexe 


Gane a?) 


Une personne de sexe opposé ( 


Quel était 1'age de cette personne par rapport au v0dtre? 


Beaucoup plus jeune 
Plus jeune 


Du méme Age 


ae 
a 


( 


) 


Plus vieille ( ) 
Beaucoup plus vieille ( ) 


Comment définiriez-vous votre situation présente? (Faites 
autant de crochets que nécessaire pour décrire totalement votre 
situation) 


a) 


b) 


chs 


Combien de fois par 


Mes relations sexuelles avec l'autre sexe se limitent a 
une certaine affection que j'exprime: 


-.envers une personne que j'aime ( 


a“ 
- envers une personne que je fréquente avec 
assiduite 
- envers plusieurs personnes auxquelles 


je suis unis par amitié ( 


- envers plusieurs personnes que je 


rencontre au hasard de mes activités ( 


Mes relations sexuelles avec l'autre sexe se limitent 
des caresses des zones érogénes: 
- envers une personne que j'aime ( ) 
- envers une personne que je fréquente avec 
assiduité ( ) 
- envers plusieurs personnes auxquelles 
je suis unis par amitié ( ) 
- envers plusieurs personnes que je 
rencontre au hasard de mes activités ( ) 
Je fais l'amour avec: 
- une personne que j'aime ( ) 
- une personne que je fréquente avec 
assiduité ( ) 


- plusieurs personnes auxquelles je suis 


unis par amitie 


- plusieurs personnes que je rencontre au 
hasard de mes activités 


décrites? 


1 fois par mois 

2 - 3 fois par mois 
4 - 5 fois par mois 
6 - 7 fois par mois 


tee) 
(es) 
ear 


mois entretenez-vous les relations ci-dessus 


- 8 - 10 fois par mois ( ) 
-1l - 15 fois par mois ( ) 
-15 fois et plus par mois ( ) 
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La premiere fois que vous avez expérimenté un type de relation 
sexuelle, qu'elle fut votre réaction? 


a) Beaucoup de bonheur et de satisfaction ( ) 
b) Beaucoup de bonheur et de satisfaction 


accompagnés d'une certaine anxiété ( ) 
c) Aucune réaction particuliére ( ) 
d) Une certaine anxiété ( ) 
e) Un certain sentiment de culpabilité ( ) 
f) Beaucoup de dépit ( ) 
g) Autres réactions (spécifiez) ( ) 
Si vous avez dé ja fait l'amour, avez-vous employé des moyens afin 
que vous (ou votre partenaire) ne deveniez pas enceinte? 
a) Je n'ai jamais fait l'amour ( ) d) Rarement ( ) 
b) Toujours ( ) e) Jamais ( 


) 


c) Le plus souvent ( 


: va : 
Quelle serait votre reaction si vous appreniez que votre soeur 
est la "maitresse" d'un de vos meilleurs amis? 


a) Je n'ai pas de soeurs 
b) Tr&és choqué 

c) Trés désu 

d) Trés triste 


e) Trés heureux ( 
f) Aucune réaction ( 


Css 
(e) 
{ 2 >y 2) Autres (epécifiez) (> 
( ) 


Que pensez-vous des relations sexuelles pré-maritales? 


a) Approuve ( ) 
b) Désapprouve ( ) 
c) Pas d'opinion ( ) 


d) Cela ne concerne que les intéressés et 
je n'ai pas a les juger, cependant, 
personnellement je n'accepterais pas 
d'en avoir ( ) 
e) Autres (spécifiez) ( ) 


De nos jours, il est de moins en moins rare de rencontrer des 
couples qui vivent ensemble sans @tre mariés. En connaissez-vous? 


Oui ( ) Non Cents) 


Que pensez-vous de cetter situation? 


a) Approuve ( ) 
b) Désapprouve ) 
c) Cela ne concerne que les intéressés et 
je n'ai pas & les juger, cependant, je 
n'accepterais pas de vivre ainsi ( ) 
d) Autres (specifiez ( ) 
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Vous arrive-t-il souvent de penser aux bons moments que vous avez 
eus dans le passe? Oui Non 


Vous sentez-vous parfois heureux, parfois depressif sans qu'il y 
ait pour cela de raisons valables? Oui Non 


Vous arrive-t-il d'avoir parfois des difficultés & vous concentrer? 
Oui Non 


Vous arrive-t-il d'avoir toutes les idees embrouillées lorsque 
vous cherchez a approfondir un probléme? Oui Non 


Vous arrive-t-il d'é@tre parfois plein d'énergie alors qu'en d'autres 
temps vous vous sentez complétement vidé? Oui Non 


Avez-vous tendance a @tre triste, taciturne? Oui Non 


Etes-vous souvent affligé par un sentiment de culpabilite? 
Oui Non 


Dites jusqu'a quel point les phrases suivantes s'appliquent dans 
votre cas en leur attribuant un "score" allant de ' jusqu'a 4 ou: 


1. S'applique totalement ( ) 

2. S'applique partiellement ( ) 

3. S'applique trés peu ( ) 

4. Ne s'applique pas du tout ( ) 

Parfois je me sens tout(e) seul(e) au monde ( ) 
Mes amis(ies) ne m'invitent pas aussi souvent que j'aimerais a 
sortir avec eux, ; ( ) 
Parfois j'ai l'impression d'étre exploité par les autres. ( ) 


Les gens changent tellement souvent d'idée que je me demande sur 


quot on peut se fier. ( ) 
Il est angoissant d'@tre responsable de 1'éducation et du bonheur 
de ses enfants. ( ) 
Il n'existe aucune régle précise de conduite sur laquelle je 

peux me fier enti@rement. ( ) 
Je me suis déja démande si la vie a vraiment un sens ( ) 
De nos jours on doit prendre tellement de décision que parfois 

j'ai l'impression que je vais éclater. ae ) 
La seule chose sur laquelle on peut @étre certain c'est: qu'il 

n'y a rien de certain ( ) 


Il n'existe maintenant que trés peu de liens durables entre 


les gens. Gy) 
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De nos jours, on n'a plus de choix dans la fagon de faire 


notre vie. ( ) 


L'avenir m'apparait trés sombre. ) 


le 


HUITIEME PARTIE 


A quel age et par qui avez-vous &té renseigné au sujet de la 

sexualité? 

Comment estimez-vous l'enseignement que vous avez requ de vos 
cd 

parents sur la sexualite? 


a) Tout A fait satisfaisant ( ) d) Tout @ fait insatisfaisant ( ) 
b) Plutdt satisfaisant ( ) e) Je n'en ai regu aucune ( ) 
c) Plutdt insatisfaisant ( ) 


Depuis que vous frequentez des personnes de l'autre sexe, vos 
attitudes vis-a-vis du comportement secuel ont-elles changé? 
Oui Non 


Si oui, sont-elles plus rigoureuses moins rigoureuses ( 


Je crois que mon comportement et mes normes sexuels sont: 


a) Pareils a ceux des autres ( ) 
b) Presque pareils a ceux des autres ( ) 
c) Assez différents de ceux des autres ( ) 
d) Différents de ceux des autres ( ) 


Vous est-il déja arrivé sous l'influence de l'alcool de poser des 
actes sexuels avec lesquels vous n'étes pas d'accord? 


a) Trés souvent ( ) c) Occasionnellement ( ) 
b) Fréquemment ( ) d) Rarement 4 ) 
e) Jamais ( ) 


Quels actes sexuels acceptez-vous maintenant alors qu'autrefois 
ils vous culpabilisaient? 


Quels actes sexuels avez-vous arrete de faire parce qu'ils vous 
culpabilisaient? 


Jusqu'a quel point votre comportement sexuel est-il conforme 
4 votre morale sexuelle? 


a) Tout a fait ( ) c) Quelque peu ( ) 
b) En grande partie ( ) d) Pas du tout ( ) 


Si votre morale sexuelle a changé, jusqu'a quel point votre 
comportement sexuel était-il conforme 4 cetter morale (celle que 
vous avez changée)? 


a) Tout a fait ( ) c) Quelque peu ( ) 
b) En grande partie ( ) d) Pas du tout ( ) 
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Depuis combien de temps étudiez-vous dans l'institution a laquelle 
vous étes présentement inscrit? 
Votre morale sexuelle a-t-elle change depuis que vous étudiez a 

cette institution? Oui Non 


Votre comportement sexuel a-t-il changé depuis que vous étudiez 
a cette institution? Oui Non 


APPENDIX C 


Letter sent to students in English speaking samples who could not be 
contacted by telephone, 


Follow-up letter sent to students in English speaking samples who 
could not be contacted by telephone, 


412 


, : 
_ atone a os 
a 
2 i i. 
ae 


esa mae 


— 


‘“_ \ 
’ 14 a 


413 


Department of Sociology The University of Alberta 


Edmonton, Canada 


Date 


Dear 


I am doing a study for the Federal Government Royal Commission on 
the Status of Women in Canada on changing orientations to courtship and 
marriage. The study is a comparative one which involves comparison of 
questionnaire returns filled out by samples of respondents in Montreal and 
in Edmonton, Your name has been drawn as part of a random sample of 200 
students enrolled at (name of school) to fill out the questionnaire. Most 
of the students are being contacted by telephone but since you did not have 
a phone listed in the student directory, I am writing to you. 


The questionnaire is completely anonymous and will take about an 
hour to fill out. You can fill it out at any of the following times: Mon- 
day: 10 A.M. - 6 P.M.; Tuesday: 8:30 A.M, - 6 P.M.; Wednesday: 9 AM - 

6 P.M.; Thursday: 8:30 A.M. - 6 P.M.; Friday: 10 A.M. - 6 P.M,., in room 
E1LOLD. If you are not able to come in during the next day or two, fill out 
and return the enclosed post card, 


Please do take the time to fill out the questionnaire for us, The 
accuracy of the results of this study depend upon the completeness of the 
sampling. If we have to substitute another student for you the results will 
change somewhat because his attitudes will differ from yours, and because of 
the way the sample was drawn it is your responses which we need for maximum 
accuracy of study findings. The results of this study will be a part of the 
basis on which The Royal Commission on the Status of Women writes its report. 
And in time you will see a report on some of the findings of this study in 
newspapers or magazines. 


Thank you for your help, 


Charles W, Hobart, 
Associate Professor of Sociology 


CWH/md 
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Department of Sociology The University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Canada 


Date 


Dear 


A week ago or so I sent you a letter describing a study that I am 
doing for the Federal Royal Commission on the Status of Women in Canada, 
and asking if you would help. The study deals with changing orientations to 
courtship and marriage, and you were asked if you would help by filling out 
a questionnaire, because your name was drawn in a random sample of students 
who are being contacted in Edmonton, Another, similar sample of students 
is filling out a French translation of the questionnaire in Montreal, 


Our sign-up lists show that you have not yet filled out the ques- 
tionnaire. I am writing to ask you to please find the time, if you possibly 
can, during this Wednesday or Thursday, or Monday at the very latest, because 
I am making a do or die effort to have all of the questionnaires filled in 
during this week. I must get on with analysis of the data, if I am to meet 
the Royal Commission's deadline for the submission of my research report. 


It is especially important for you to take the time to fill out the 
questionnaire because the accuracy of the results of this study depend on 
the completeness of the sampling. If we have to substitute another student 
for you the results will change somewhat because his attitudes will differ 
from yours. Because of the random way the sample was drawn it is your 
responses which we need for maximum accuracy of study findings. 


The questionnaire is completely anonymous, and will take about an hour 
or so to fill out. You can fill it out in room E101D, at any of the following 
times: Monday: 10 AM - 6 PM; Tuesday: 8:30 AM - 6 PM; Wednesday: 9 AM - 

6 PM; Thursday: 8:30 AM - 6 PM. Please do come in on Wednesday or Thurs- 
day of this week if at all possible, because I must be getting on with the 
analysis. 


Thank you for your prompt help; 
I need it! 


Charles W, Hobart, 
Associate Professor of Sociology 
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APPENDIX D 


On the following pages are found matrix tables presenting the 
correlation or phi coefficients of the independent variables with the 
dependent variables, together with indication of the level of statis- 
tical significance of the relationship and of the direction of the 
relationship. These correlations were calculated for the English 
sample. 

The information in each cell of the tables is to be understood as 
follows. A (+) sign signifies a direct relationship between the two 
variables; a (-) sign signifies an inverse relationship between then, 
and a (++) or a (-+) sign signifies a curvilinear relationship between 


them. 
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I VARIABLES WITH INDICES OF 
0} LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE, AND OF 
DIRECTION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA 
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Age 

Sex Male 

Farm Residence 
Geographic Mobility 
Duration of Residence 
Size of Community 
Generation 

Father's Occupation 
Father's Education 
Mother Worked 

Trade School Enrollment 
High School Marks 
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Church Denomination None 
Attend Church 
Respondent Devoutness 
Father Devoutness 
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Income 
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Age First Date 
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In Love 

Date Per Month 

Age Single Dating 

Age Date in Cars 
Relation With Father 
Relation With Mother 
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Achieving Goals 
Romantic Love Score 
Home Discipline Strict 
Sex is Dirty 


CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS OF INDEPENDENT VARIABLES WITH INDICES OF COURTSHIP EXPERIENCE, 
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WITH INDICATIONS OF LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AND DIRECTION Ol RELATIONSHIPS, 
FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA 
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SLATION COEFFICIENTS OF INDE 
AND STANDARDS IN REGARD TO SEXUAL BEHAVIOR, WITH INDICATIONS OF 
AND OF DIRECTION 
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TABLE IV 


CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS OF INDEPENDENT VARIABLES WITH 


INDICES OF REACTIONS TO SEXUAL EXPERIENCES, WITH INDICATIONS 
OF LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE, AND DIRECTION OF RELATIONSHIPS FOR 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA 


Age 

Sex Male 

Farm Residence 
Geographic Mobility 
Duration of Residence 
Size of Community 
Generation 

Father's Occupation 
Father's Education 
Mother Worked 

Trade School Enrollment 
High School Marks 

Marks Higher Now than High School 
Church Denomination None 
Attend Church 
Respondent Devoutness 
Father Devoutness 
Mother Devoutness 
Income 

Living Arrangements at Home 
Able to Entertain Alone 
High School Leniency 
Age First Date 
Courtship Status 

Age Steady Dating 

In Love 

Date Per Month 

Age Single Dating 

Age Date in Cars 
Relation With Father 
Relation With Mother 
Relations With Family 
Achieving Goals 
Romantic Love Score 
Home Discipline Strict 
Sex is Dirty 
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Confused re Sex 

Church Teachings Are Adequate 
Follow Church Teachings 
Protestant Ethic 

Beer Consumption 

Liquor Consumption 

Friends Sexually Experienced 

Age Received Sex Education 
Parent Sex Education Rated 

Years at This School 

Marriage Exposure Index 
Courtship Experience 

Similarity to Mother's Standards 
Similarity to Father's Standards 
Similarity to Peer's Standards 
Similarity to Friend's Standards 
Trial Marriage Exposure 
Alienation Score 

Attractiveness 

Male Owns Car 

Girl Friends Have Cars 
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APPENDIX E 


On the following pages are found matrix tables presenting the 
correlation or phi coefficients of the independent variables with the 
dependent variables, together with indication of the level of statis- 
tical significance of the relationship and of the direction of the 
relationship. These correlations were calculated for the French 
sample. 

The information in each cell of the tables is to be understood 
as follows. A (+) sign signifies a direct relationship between the 
two variables; a (-) sign signifies an inverse relationship between 
them, and a (++) or a (-+) sign signifies a curvilinear relationship 


between them. 
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TABLE I 


INDICGATI F LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE, AND OF DIRECTION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS, FOR FRENCH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA’ 
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Age 41% 23 +1% .26 45% .13 +5% .14 +5% .13 41% .23 
Sex Male +0% .26 +0% .31 +0% .22 40% .19 =47, ,11 +0% .31 
Farm Re idence 
Geographic Mobility 
Duration of Residence 
Size of Community -1% .14 
Father's Occupation +2% .19 
Father's Education GW 7 +5) ol 
Mother Worked -t5% .13 
School :University +5% .13 +1% .18 +5% . 11 -0% .24 
High School Marks -5% .18 +4% .17 
Marks Higher Now Than in High School yh =i -37%, .20 
Attend Church -0% .34 =0% .32 -1% .18 -27% .14 +5% .13 -0% .40 
Respondent Devoutness WV, 7) -0% .27 SYA 10) 3 fi, as 
Father Devoutness 43% .11 +5% .10 -2% .17 
Mother Devoutness +2% .16 43% .15 
WG 45% .11 
Living Arrangements at Home 
Can Entertain Alone +1% .22 +1% .25 +5% .12 +5% .13 +57 .13 +1% .24 
Age First Date -5% .18 -5% .15 +1% .17 +5% .13 
Courtship Status +2% .16 +5% .10 +17 .16 Sh ail 
Dates Per Month 43% .20 
Relationship With Father 7h WA <4 sAil 
Relationship With Mother -3% .23 -1% .15 NVA 515 Py, ait 
Relationship With Family -1% .20 =3 7 L9 =5% .12 =5% 112 =2% 17 H4+1% .22 
Romantic Love Score -0% .27 -1% .23 -4% .13 -0% .27 +0% .21 
Home Discipline BA =117/ —ByA -ibl 
Sex is Dirty 
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Confused Re Sex -27% .14 -1% .21 
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Protestant Ethic +0% .29 +0% .27 +3% .13 +3% .14 -27% .14 -2% .20 
Beer Consumption +0% .33 +0% .34 +1% .17 +3% .21 +07% .31 
Liquor Consumption +3% .19 +1% .22 +1% .16 +1% .16 $-5% .15 
Age Received Sex Education +5% .18 
Parent Sex Education Rated -5% .17 -4% .19 
Years at this School +1% .22 +2% .16 +5% .10 +5% .12 
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CIENTS OF INDEPENDENT VARTAT 


CORRELATION Con VITH INDICES OF NORMS AND STANDARDS IN REGARD TO SEXUAL BEHAVIOR, WITH 


INDICATIONS OF LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AND DIRECTION OF RELATIONSHIPS, FOR FRENCH SAMPLE DATA 
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Geographic Mobility -5% .15 
Duration of Residence 
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Age First Date 42% 221 -2% .17 45% 212 +3% .14 
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Age Received Sex Education -5% .16 -1% .19 
Parent Sex Education Rated +2% .21 : 
Years at this School -5% .12 -2% .15 -5% .10 -0% .20 
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Similarity to Peer's Stand +2% .17 
Trial Marriage Exposure . 
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Attractiveness -5% .20 
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Girl Friends Have Cars -5% .22 +5% .12 -5% .17, 
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TABLE IV 


CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS OF INDEPENDENT VARIABLES WITH 
INDICES OF REACTIONS TO SEXUAL EXPERIENCES, WITH INDICATIONS 
OF LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE, AND DIRECTION OF RELATIONSHIPS FOR 

FRENCH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA 
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Liquor Consumption 

Age Received Sex Education 
Parent Sex Education Rated 

Years at this School 

Marriage Exposure 

Courtship Experience 
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Similarity to Father's Standards 
Similarity to Peer's Standards 
Trial Marriage Exposure 
Alienation Score 
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Male Owns Car 
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TABLE V 


CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS OF INDEPENDENT VARIABLES WITH INDICES OF INFORMATION 
AND ATTITUDE REGARDING TRIAL MARRIAGE, WITH INDICATIONS OF LEVEL OF 
SIGNIFICANCE, AND OF DIRECTION OF RELATIONSHIPS, 

FOR FRENCH LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA 
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Courtship Experience 

Similarity to Mother's Standards 
Similarity to Father's Standards 
Similarity to Peer's Standards 
Trial Marriage Exposure 
Alienation Score 

Attractiveness 

Male Owns Car 

Girl Friends Have Cars 
Neuroticism Scale 
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